2026 NORTHERN PRAIRIE STAR PARTY (NPSP)
Hosted by the Royal Astronomical Society of Canada Edmonton Centre
Tuesday, September 8 to Sunday, September 13, 2026

SCHEDULE and GENERAL INFORMATION
(as of June 8, 2026, for updates see: https://edmontonrasc.com/2026/05/northern-prairie-star-party-2026-8-13-2/#more-9807 )

REGISTRATION ONLY ONLINE and IN ADVANCE at:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLS{ZaKtUVY9zBNQxXQxZdvTk-qvSqg 0q9baiyFFfM-380L1-A/viewform This includes
campsite selection, event registration, T-shirts, BBQ attendance and volunteering. Registration will be closed when we reach our
capacity of 120 attendees. Payment is due via e-transfer no later than Tuesday, August 25, 2026.

ARRIVAL AND CHECK IN: For those camping overnight: please enter by the main campground entrance and proceed to your
allocated campsite (if unsure, check in at the Event Tent). Those attending the Friday and Saturday daytime and evening programs (not
camping), please enter via the North Gate off TWP road 492 (see https://edmontonrasc.com/northern-prairie-star-party/northern-
prairie-star-party-site-photo/). Proceed to the Event Tent to check in and attend the sessions.

OBSERVING CERTIFICATES: During the NPSP, attendees are welcome to complete one or more Observing Lists and/or to run or
walk the mini-bimarathon. Get your list(s) at the Event Tent. Hand in your list by noon on Sunday to be checked and certified.

BLACK NUGGET LAKE OBSERVATORY (BNLO) Viewing & Tour: BNLO volunteers will operate the 32-inch Unyk-Drew
Telescope for attendee viewing on Friday and Saturday nights (weather permitting); with a tour set for Saturday from noon to 1 PM.

QUIET UNTIL NOON: For all days of the star party, please stay quiet until noon in the north part of the campground.

STAR PARTY SCHEDULE

Tuesday through Thursday:
No formal program. Attendees are encouraged to mix and mingle - the Event Tent will be up on Thursday for gathering.

Friday, September 11
1 to 4 PM: Astro-imaging: From Start to Finish — a panel of five accomplished astrophotographers will each do a short
presentation of what astronomy equipment they are using, how images are captured and how they process their images.
4 to 5 PM: Green Laser Pointer Certification Session by Clayton Knoll, the President of RASC Edmonton Centre
EVENING: Barry Arnold Telescope Training by Murray Hunt (observing_group@edmontonrasc.com)
EVENING: BNLO tours and viewing through the 32-inch Unyk-Drew Telescope (weather permitting)

Saturday, September 12

10:30 AM to 12 Noon - Swap Table, at the Event Tent

11:30 AM to 1:20 PM: Solar observing and telescope set up and use demonstrations (in and around the Event Tent)

Noon to 1 PM: Black Nugget Lake Observatory Tour

1:30 PM TALK: Dr. Brian Martin, RASC Edmonton Member and Professor Emeritus, Physics and Astronomy, The King’s
University, Edmonton, Alberta — Searching for ET. Science Fact, Fiction or Fantasy?

2:40 PM TALK: Dr. Yangyang Shen, Assistant Professor, Space Plasma Physics & Space Weather, Department of Physics,
University of Alberta — Auroras: Their History, Nature, Physical Drivers and Space Weather Impacts

4 PM TALK4 P.M.: Geoff Robertson, long-time RASC Edmonton Centre member and executive volunteer — Back to the
Moon: Apollo’s Legacy and Its Lessons for Artemis

5:30 ~7 PM: Door prizes, BBQ (burgers, hot dogs, condiments, beverages (NOT potluck)) and NPSP group photo

EVENING: BNLO tours and viewing through the 32-inch Unyk-Drew Telescope (weather permitting)

Sunday, September 13
Noon: deadline to drop off completed Observing Lists at the Registration Table next to the Event Tent.
Noon: If leaving the campsite, check-out time is 12 noon.

STAR PARTY EVENING TIMES — Tuesday, September 8 to Saturday, September 12 (Source: www.timeanddate.com)
Sunset 8:02 PM on Tuesday to 7:53 PM on Saturday
Astronomical Twilight Ends  10:08 PM on Tuesday to 9:56 PM on Saturday

STAR PARTY MORNING TIMES - Wednesday, September 9 to Sunday, September 13 (Source: www.timeanddate.com)
- Stay quiet until noon in the north part of the campground.

Astronomical Twilight Begins 4:48 AM on Wednesday to 4:57 AM on Sunday

Sunrise 6:54 AM on Wednesday to 7:01 AM on Sunday

NPSP DATES for 2027 and 2028 — September 21 to 26, 2027 and September 12 to 17, 2028

Please review the 2026 ground rules.



