
2026 NORTHERN PRAIRIE STAR PARTY GROUND RULES  
 

1) Lighting Restrictions: No Extraneous Lights!   
• Personal lighting equipment: Please use a flashlight (preferred) or headlamp with a low-level red 

light – Be careful not to shine your light directly in another person’s eyes. Refrain from using lanterns or 
camera flash units while taking nighttime photos.  

• Special light restrictions at Group Site 9 / BNLO area: No white lights allowed and low-level red 
lights only if absolutely necessary. All RV/vehicles windows must be covered. 

• Shield or cover all electronic device screens: (laptops, televisions, cellphones, tablets, etc.) using 
Rubylith, red plastic film or acrylic sheeting. Switch apps to night vision mode.  

• Vehicle Headlights: Driving through the main observing/camping areas after dark is permitted only in 
an emergency. Headlights should remain off or should be covered by red film. (If it is a true 
emergency, just go: Do not worry about headlights.)   

• Other vehicle lights: Interior vehicle lights must be disabled or covered with red film. Don't forget your 
trunk light!   

• Tent or RV lights: All exterior lights must be disabled or covered with red film. Also, cover windows to 
prevent light from intruding into observing areas.   

• Vehicles of non-camping attendees: Non-camping attendees will be directed to park in a designated 
location with headlights pointing away from the viewing area so they may leave after dark without 
interfering with dark sky observing.  

• Campfires are prohibited in NPSP observing areas: Campfires produce light, heat and smoke 
which can interfere with observing and damage telescope optics.  

2) Green Laser Pointer Restrictions   
Green Laser Pointers are not to be used at NPSP except by RASC members that have been trained and 
certified to use them, and specifically designated for this event.  

3) For All Sites Used By NPSP Attendees   
• Vehicles: Drive slowly to minimize the amount of dust that is disturbed.  
• The North Cook Shelter may be used for gathering and refreshments.   
• Pets: We discourage bringing your pets to NPSP. However, if you must bring a pet, it must always be 

leashed and controlled. NPSP reserves the right to restrict pets from certain areas.   
• Alcoholic Beverages: Most astronomers discourage its use because of the effect it has on the 

sensitivity of eyes. NPSP will not tolerate the abuse of alcohol, the use of illegal substances, or 
behavior that is inconsistent with community standards.   

• Personal Conduct: This is a family event. Loud or profane speech and behaviour is unacceptable and 
will not be tolerated. Please refer to the final item in this list.   

• Noise Restrictions: Maintain quiet hours until 12:00 noon as observers may stay up until after 5 AM 
and sleep until noon. Please ensure that you and other members of your party (including pets) are as 
quiet as possible during this period. We encourage late-night observers to keep their voices low in 
consideration of campers who may be asleep nearby.   

• Thefts: Thefts have occurred at other star parties all over North America. Protect your property. We will 
assist the local authorities in the prosecution of anyone caught stealing.   

• Liability: The RASC and the organizers of 2026 NPSP accept NO responsibility or liability for damage 
or injury to your equipment or you.  

• WARNING:The RASC and the organizers of 2026 NPSP and/or the operators of Black Nugget Lake 
Campground reserve the right to eject any person not willing to comply with these standards. Please 
also refer to Black Nugget Lake Campground rules. Leave your campsite tidy and free of garbage.   

NOTE: The above rules and regulations have been compiled from several sources. Revisions have been made by the NPSP 
Planning Team to ensure relevance to this star party. 2026 NPSP June 5, version 1   


