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Training on the 18” BAMT telescope, held during the August 14 - 16 BNLO Operator workshop. Left to right: Pierre Morissette, 
Darren Wynnyk, Alister Ling, Murray Hunt, Michelle Fisher & Clem Lee, and Allyn Tan.
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RASC Edmonton Centre Contact Information see also https://edmontonrasc.com/contact

Mailing address RASC Edmonton Centre On the web https://edmontonrasc.com
P.O Box 1404 https://www.facebook.com
Edmonton STN MAIN, AB https://twitter.com/EdmontonRASC
Canada, T5J 2N5 https://www.youtube.com/user/edmontonrasc

RASC Observatory 780-452-9100 x2249 https://groups.io/g/astro
at TWOSE

Stardust submissions: Submit articles by email to the editor (see above). Please include STARDUST or RASC in the subject so 
your email doesn’t end up in the spam bin. Submission deadline is the 2nd Sunday before the monthly meeting; see following 
page for dates. Any standard document file type is acceptable (MSOffice, OpenOffice, LibreOffice, et al.) but plain text is preferred. 
Do not layout and format your article. Your labour will only be discarded. Submit clearly identified images/graphics as separate 
files, do not embed them in the document; indicate captions and references to them within the text. Do not consider your article 
successfully submitted until you receive a confirmation email from the editor.
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Events, Meetings, Announcements – see https://edmontonrasc.com/meetings/ for details

MEETINGS
• Admission is free, and everyone is welcome to attend, member or not. 
• Follow the signs from the main entrance.
• Edmonton Area Astronomy Discussions: visit https://groups.io/g/astro
• Public meetings are in-person AND on-line
• See https://edmontonrasc.com/meetings/

* Indicates a date moved due to statutory holiday.

Regular Meetings - free and open to the public

The RASC Edmonton Centre meets on the second Monday of each month, from September to June; if that is a holiday, it is the first  
OR third Monday. See above. Meetings are held on-line and in the Zeidler Dome at the TELUS World of Science – Edmonton, 11211 
– 142 St, Edmonton. Meetings start at 19:30 and are typically two hours. If you want time on the agenda, contact the President.

Council Meetings
Council meetings are held on-line and start at 19:00. Any member of RASC Edmonton Centre is welcome to attend. To request a link  
to the meeting, contact the President.

BLACK NUGGET LAKE OBSERVATORY: RASC Edmonton Centre operates the Black Nugget Lake Observatory (BNLO), a 
dark sky observatory at Black Nugget Lake Park, 70 km south-east of Edmonton. The facility consists of an Observatory housing the  
32" Unyk-Drew Telescope and a heated Visitor Centre. Access to BNLO is available to authorized RASC Edmonton Centre members. 
Also on site is the 18" Barry Arnold Memorial Telescope for use by authorized RASC Edmonton Centre members. For details on  
viewing opportunities and authorization to access BNLO, visit https://edmontonrasc.com/bnlo/.

YOU MUST APPLY FOR ACCESS TO BNLO: For details, visit https://community.edmontonrasc.com/?q=members-area/bnlo
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Update From National by Alister Ling

The Education and Public Outreach committee is looking for members who wish to pursue the effort at a national level. Similarly 
for several other committees, outlined in the National Report  (https://rasc.ca/annual-report-2025 [PDF]). You do not need to be part 
of National Council.

Key benefits:

• Insurance for our outreach events
• Publications including starfinders and Moon maps
• Like-minded community
• Sharing in citizen science projects
• 5% discount at some telescope stores - ask!
• Light pollution abatement advocacy
• Green Laser Pointer training
• Discount on Observer's Calendar
• Certificated observing programs
• Support in operating a Centre, sharing best practices

There will be a dues increase of $5, which is below the rate 
of inflation. Regarding phones being unanswered and emails not 
replied to, the board is aware that the staffing reduction to reduce 
the annual operating deficit has had a negative impact. There is 
ongoing analysis and discussion to improve the situation.

National  would  like  pictures  of  PEOPLE  doing  astro 
activities  (solar,  star  party),  people  smiling.  Advertise  the 
enjoyment we get  from stargazing and being together.  A new 
publication of special interest to women and girls in STEM is a 
biography  of  Canadian  astronomer  Helen  Sawyer  Hogg.  It 
should be available by the time you read this.

National is building a new strategic plan, expect a survey so 
you can voice what makes you want to stay, what frustrates you, 

your view for direction of the Society. Would you be interested 
in  attending  an  in-person  General  Assembly?  Email  renewal 
notices  are  sent  out  90  and  30  days  ahead.  If  they  are  not 
received, National wants to know for follow-up.

At the June 21st RASC Annual Meeting, we met our new 
Executive Director Sandhya Mylabathula. An immediate priority 
is connection and growth. Part of that approach is diversifying 
our membership with a focus on engaging and supporting youth 
(there is an active NEXGEN group, 13-25 years of age, working 
on  a  discord  community),  French  language  citizens,  and 
Indigenous astronomy. Overlaid on this is an emphasis on long 
term financial stability.

Refer to the annual report for details,  pages 9-13.

A bit on finances:

• Revenue: Membership 40%, Publications 30% (largely OH), Donations 15-30%.
• Expenses: We have cut previously, but we are continuing to look at trimming while core services to members and Centres 

are retained. As previously noted, ideas for revenue generation are most welcome.
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T CrB: Not this year (likely) by Alister Ling

TL;DR: With a complex system, top observers (e.g. Herschel) not witnessing it, there is a decent chance that T CrB 
will not erupt this year, even this decade.

T  Coronae  Borealis  has  not  yet  erupted.  According  to 
Wikipedia, six predictions, most based on sound science, have 
lapsed.  It  is  instructive  to  recognize  the  behaviour  of  other 
complex  systems  that  consist  of  many  variables,  some  which 
have  nonlinear  feedback  (like  pointing  a  microphone  at  a 
loudspeaker). This note will not delve into the science of chaos, 
but just point out some simple facts.

Record  rainfalls  and  the  date  of  the  next  maximum of  a 
cataclysmic star are two events with which I've had experience. 
Meteorology was my professional career, and I've enjoyed quite 
a  few  years  monitoring  stars  like  SS  Cyg.  After  only  two 
successes,  the  human  brain  tricks  one  into  thinking  one  has 
gained an understanding of a phenomenon, only to have nature 
deliver  a  large  slice  of  humble  pie  with  a  failed  forecast. 
Similarly with stock market  crashes,  predicting with precision 
when a  complex  system will  undergo  a  dramatic  change  is  a 
fool's errand.

Recurrences of T CrB have been 79, then 80 years apart. A 
classic  approach  to  forecasting  is  to  look  for  analogs.  Of  the 
billions  and  billions  of  stars  in  the  Milky  Way,  astronomers 
know of ten recurrent novae. Just 10! (Imagine basing a medical 
decision on a sample size of ten) The other nine stars are quite 
irregular in their behaviour. T Pyxidis has erupted on intervals of 
12, 18, 22, 23, 44 years. If you had been given only the "22,23" 
pair to work with, you would have probably predicted the next 
outburst to be 22.5 +/-1 years later. This is analogous to the T 
CrB situation, two reliable data points. Two.

But wait! you think. Bradley Schaefer published an article 
"The recurrent  nova T CrB had prior  eruptions observed near 
December  1787  and  October  1217  AD"  in  Journal  for  the  
History  of  Astronomy, 54  (4),  SAGE  Publishing:  436–455 
(https://arxiv.org/pdf/2308.13668).  The  1780s  rings  a  bell. 

William Herschel discovered Uranus in 1781 and published his 
catalogue  of  1000  deep-sky  objects  in  1786,  followed  by  his 
second catalog of a 1000 in 1789 (!). Weather and health being 
what it is, perhaps December 1787 was cloudy or he had the flu 
(Leslie Peltier's T CrB story comes to mind). Meanwhile at the 
Paris observatory, Cassini IV directed, and Méchain (Messier's 
colleague) and Lalande were present, yet they too missed it. No 
one in the United States took notice either. Let's go back a further 
80 years to 1706. Flamsteed headed the Royal Observatory at 
Greenwich with Halley nearby. Yes, possibly they and their staff 
all missed a 2nd mag star completely changing the shape of a 
well-known constellation, high in the sky before dawn.

Could the previous novae only have reached 5th magnitude? 
Sounds  very  plausible.  None  of  the  10  recurrent  nova  had 
maxima departing from average by more than +/-0.5.

On the subject of recurrences, note that a series of 70, 90, 
40,  120,  79,  80,  100,  60  has  an  average  period  of  80  years. 
Humans love patterns, so much so we see them in noise where 
they don't exist. We want events to be cyclical.

What about that pre-eruption dip? "Intermittent pre-eruption 
dips are often triggered by variable dust formation in the wind of 
the red giant,  or  temporary changes in  the accretion disk that 
obscure the central star". Do either of those processes sound even 
vaguely periodic?  The last descriptor astronomers would use for 
a red giant is  "reliable".  At some point in a star's  life it  must 
change character, so could it be that it takes a thousand years for 
its outflow to become semi-regular? Was it  quiescent between 
1217 and 1866?

My prediction for the next T CrB eruption? Maybe tonight, 
this  month,  or  next  year,  or  even later  than 2040.  I  won't  be 
surprised, it's a complex system.
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