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RASC Edmonton Centre Contact Information see also http  s  ://edmontonrasc.com/contact  

Mailing address RASC Edmonton Centre On the web http  s  ://edmontonrasc.com  
P.O Box 1404 http  s  ://www.facebook.com  
Edmonton STN MAIN, AB https://twitter.com/EdmontonRASC
Canada, T5J 2N5 http  s  ://www.youtube.com/user/edmontonrasc  

RASC Observatory 780-452-9100 x2249 https://groups.io/g/astro
at TWOSE

Stardust submissions: Submit articles by email to the editor (see above). Please include STARDUST or RASC in the subject so
your email doesn’t end up in the spam bin. Submission deadline is the 2nd Sunday before the monthly meeting; see following
page for dates. Any standard document file type is acceptable (MSOffice, OpenOffice, LibreOffice, et al.) but plain text is preferred.
Do not layout and format your article. Your labour will only be discarded. Submit clearly identified images/graphics as separate
files, do not embed them in the document; indicate captions and references to them within the text. Do not consider your article
successfully submitted until you receive a confirmation email from the editor.
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Events, Meetings, Announcements – see https://edmontonrasc.com/meetings/ for details

MEETINGS

• Admission is free, and everyone is welcome to attend, member or not. 
• Follow the signs from the main entrance.
• Edmonton Area Astronomy Discussions: visit https://groups.io/g/astro
• Public meetings are in-person AND on-line
• See https://edmontonrasc.com/meetings/

BLACK NUGGET LAKE OBSERVATORY: RASC Edmonton Centre operates the Black Nugget Lake Observatory (BNLO), a
dark sky observatory at Black Nugget Lake Park, 70 km south-east of Edmonton. The facility consists of an Observatory housing the
32" Unyk-Drew Telescope and a heated Visitor Centre. Access to BNLO is available to authorized RASC Edmonton Centre members.
Also on site is the 18" Barry Arnold Memorial Telescope for use by authorized RASC Edmonton Centre members. For details on
viewing opportunities and authorization to access BNLO, visit https://edmontonrasc.com/bnlo/.

YOU MUST APPLY FOR ACCESS TO BNLO: For details, visit https://community.edmontonrasc.com/?q=members-area/bnlo
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President’s Report by Clayton Knoll

Welcome back everyone. I hope you all had a great summer
and  were  able  to  get  out  and  do  some  astronomy.  We  are
normally quiet during the summer but we did participate in a few
events.

Canada Day saw RASC having a table set up at the Telus
World of Science. We weren’t as busy as previous years but still
had a good day.

August  22nd  saw  two  events:  BNLO  held  a  orientation
evening that went very well with about a dozen members present.
Presentations by Luca Vanzella and Warren Findlay were well
receive. Later in the evening we all had an opportunity to view
the night sky with the 32-inch telescope. Also on the 22nd,  we
participated at the Pigeon Lake music festival setting up a couple
of scopes.

On August  31st we participated in Milky Way Day at  Elk
Island National Park (see story, page 10). We had a large number

of scopes and members doing solar observing during the day and
then night time viewing. It was a nice day except for the smoke
haze which did not interrupt the solar observing but did not look
promising for the night time viewing, Things didn’t look good
until around 9 pm when the skies started to clear and by 10 pm
we were able to start viewing deep sky objects. Thanks to Geoff
Robertson for organizing this again this year, Jay Lavender for
bringing out the food and all the volunteers that brought out their
scopes and allowed the public to have a great day observing. An
added bonus was  having Global  News out  covering the  event
which ran on the 6 pm newscast. Looking forward to a busy fall
as the night gets darker sooner and we can get out and do more
observing and imaging. That’s it for this month. If you need to
get in touch, send me an email.

president@edmontonrasc.com

Wanted: Astronomer In Residence in Namibia - Apply Now! by Alister Ling

Imagine soaking in pristine southern skies for 8 hours with an 11-in (280 mm) SCT all to yourself in exchange for 1-2 hours of 
outreach-style astronomy . . . for 60 nights in a row!

Figure 1 Scorpius hanging. The ground does not need to be
stacked separately, the stars light it up. Single frame Canon Ra

35mm f/3.5 8s ISO 25600.

Thanks to an enthusiastic recommendation from fellow RASC
member Alan Whitman and the generous support from my wife
Valerie holding down the fort back home, I was able to live this
incredible opportunity from mid-May to the end of July 2025. The
AndBeyond company runs numerous lodges in Africa  providing
high  end  travellers  interactive  experiences  with  nature.  They
advertise  that  their  Sossusvlei  Desert  Lodge  in  southwestern
Namibia  is  adjacent  to  an  internationally  accredited  Dark  Sky
Preserve, giving guests an unparalleled view of the sky guided by a
knowledgable astronomer.

The lodge provides you with crew quarters  (equivalent to a
quiet  Best  Western  style queen room),  gourmet  food and drink,
laundry service, and chances to go out on excursions when guests
free up their spot due to exhaustion. You pay your own airfare and
travel insurance, but you actually save money because your Visa
bill is nearly nil while you're observing - a mighty fine gig! They
are currently having trouble finding folk like us, to my surprise.
The key hurdle seems to be getting the time off from work and/or
being away from family/home for eight or more weeks. Six is less
than  ideal,  but  could  be  negotiated.  The  Wifi  is  very  good,
allowing a  "work  from home" arrangement,  best  done near  full
Moon otherwise you're losing eyepiece time.

"Surreal"  is  the only word I can use to describe how I felt
during my first two weeks, I kept expecting a Twilight Zone twist
leading me to Purgatory! The sky is so dark an O III filter rarely
improves  the  view and the Milky Way absurdly bright  that  the
ground is  not  dark.  It  was  easy  to  walk  the 150m to my room
without a light. In May I was observing in shorts and a t-shirt until
2 am - no insects, no dew. Record lows in July however are -3
Celsius, necessitating autumnal night clothing.

The lodge is decked out with red fixtures to keep white light to
a minimum, but there is spillage from the dining area occurring for
an hour or so after evening twilight and before breakfast. The wall
of the observatory is just high enough that none of that is visible at
the eyepiece.  The worst source of light pollution is the zodiacal
light. Seriously. It reduces contrast enough that should you want to
chase fainter objects along the ecliptic you must plan to catch them
in the darkest part, about 20 degrees from the antisolar point. Any
closer gets you background light from the gegenschein.
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Figure 2. Observing the Large Magellanic Cloud. The local illumination was on only for the picture.
Canon Ra 35mm f/2.8 10s ISO 25600, unprocessed jpg.

Part  of  your  outreach  is  helping  the  guests  use  their
smartphones for Milky Way keepsakes, either at the start or end
of their viewing session, providing you with a segway to talk
about light pollution and eye function in the dark. Many of them
have  never  even  looked  through  a  telescope  let  alone  been
outside of a metropolis. Visitors from Australia and South Africa
were familiar with the Southern Cross, but hadn't seen more than
a dozen stars before. A few had been to the Outback, Atacama,
Mauna Kea,  or  African  game parks,  but  only a handful  came
explicitly to capture the iconic scene of the Milky Way above a
lone  tree.  Many  nights  I  endured  a  broken  sleep  cycle  to
accommodate guests from 5-6:30 am for views of the Pleiades,
Venus,  and  Saturn,  but  my  true  reward  was  spending  the
preceding two hours observing the Large Magellanic Cloud.

Plus 1s  are  welcome,  but  they need to  be skywatchers  or
enjoy solo walks and e-bike rides in the desert wilderness while
you're  sleeping  after  a  long  night.  There  is  no  TV.  Consider
having  them  stay  during  your  last  week  then  you  head  out

together to the big game safaris or gorilla encounters elsewhere
in Africa.  This particular  lodge focuses  on the wilderness  and
desert isolation experience with the night sky playing a notable
role. Upon arrival, I was greeted with "welcome to Mars!" While
there are oryx, zebras, antelope, ostrich, jackals and falcons that
visit  the  waterhole  directly  out  front,  you  won't  see  giraffes,
elephants, lions or exotically coloured birds. It's not easy for non-
astronomy  acquaintances  and  relatives  to  understand  that  the
animals  you've taken pictures  of  are  Scorpius,  Toucana,  Grus,
and Corvus but not elephants, hippos, or rhinoceros.

If  you  can  handle  being  a  service  provider  to  guests,
interacting with them every day/night, send me a short run-down
of your RASC outreach experience and I'll  put  you in contact
with the lodge manager.

In  future  articles  I  will  recount  some  of  my  unusual
astronomical  excursions  and  revelations,  elations  and
consequences of observing 78 nights in a row.
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Figure 3. Oryx by the light of the full Moon.
Canon Ra 70mm f/5.6 1s ISO 25600.

Interstellar Unlikeliness: not aliens again by Alister Ling

Remain calm and science on!

The  month  following  the  discovery  of  interstellar  object
3I/ATLAS  was  exasperating.  Once  again,  someone  claims
"alien"  right  away  to  get  their  name  in  the  news,  and  click-
starved sources eagerly publish click-bait headlines.

Even  the  IOgroups  comet  mailing  list,  with  high  end
amateur and several top-end comet scientists contributing, spiked
in activity. The entire month of June had 14 messages, while the
three  days  following the  publication  of  the  "alien"  hypothesis
logged 24. There were arguments about shutting down discussion

and freedom of ideas, all of which featured the originator's name
in the subject line.

I posted a "reminder of basic principles and personalities"
(see below). Apparently I shocked folk enough that the following
nine  days  had  only  one  unrelated  post!  As  expected  to  a
99.9999999%  confidence,  the  object  does  not  show  alien
properties, it turned out to be, as generally expected, a comet:

 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/3I/ATLAS.
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Image by ESA/Hubble, CC BY 4.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=171890234. 

A key strategy in public discourse is to remind the media of the fundamentals:

• Carl Sagan [popularized] "Extraordinary claims require extraordinary evidence " ;
• Occam's razor: "explanations that require the fewest assumptions";
• deGrasse-Tyson: "just because you can't explain it doesn't mean aliens did it"

Oscar Wilde: "the worst is not being talked about". People like seeing their name in print, and the public won't
remember if it was for incorrect statements. So stop mentioning the name of that person making extravagant claims
because frequency is what the algorithms pick up on. Change the subject line and don't mention that name before
they get enough likes to be invited to talk on conspiracy radio. Thorwing in "may be" in front of a wild claim is
pretty disingenuous.

The human condition includes wanting to be part of something great, to feel part of the divine. 130 years ago
(before aliens!), the inexplicable was attributed to God(s).

It's  also  the  human  condition  to  play  practical  jokes,  to  sucker  the  plebs  into  believing  nonsense,  and  most
encouraging if they pay you to string them along.

I really, badly, want to step aboard an extraterrestrial ship and see the Galaxy first-hand, but the chances of that
are epsilon, as epsilon approaches zero. Didn't we all hope that "cold fusion" was real?

Humans want to be the first to  (....) , be right about the stock market crash, the flood, the apocalypse... you need to
buy my book to  share  in  the  secrets  I  am revealing  that  governments  don't  want  you  to  know.  von  Daniken,
Velikovsky, John Gribben, you see, those names still come easily to mind because they were repeated so often. And
these fraudsters know there is a big market of gullible or desperate people.

Regards, with wishes of serenity and integrity to you all, and hope that rogue planetary black hole doesn't ruin your
day.

Before we jump to conclusions, let's gather more evidence.
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Explore the Universe: Lyra and Cygnus by Murray Hunt

Lyra and Cygnus are two of my favourite constellations. They
are  easily  visible from June to  November,  and  since  the  Milky
Way passes through them, they are a treasure trove of beautiful
sights, even in binoculars.

LYRA – the Lyre or Harp

Lyra is a small constellation with a very recognizable shape –
a parallelogram of 4 third magnitude stars with the brilliant blue-
white star Vega just above. Vega is the 5th brightest star in the sky
at 0.0 magnitude. Lyra contains three of the double stars listed as
targets  in  the  RASC  “Explore  the  Universe”  (EtU)  program:
Epsilon 1 and 2 (the Double Double), Zeta 1 and 2, and Delta 1
and 2. Documenting the observation of Lyra and these three double
stars will check off four objects in the EtU program.

The most famous deep sky object in Lyra is probably M57, the
Ring Nebula – it can be found with a small telescope between the
two lower stars of the parallelogram and looks like a small, faint
smoke  ring.  M56,  a  globular  cluster,  can  be  found  halfway
between Gamma Lyra and Albireo in the constellation Cygnus.

CYGNUS – the Swan, the Crane/Skeleton Bird (Ojibwe), the 
Goose (Cree)

The main stars of Cygnus form a large cross-shaped figure –
many societies imagine this to be a huge bird with outstretched
wings, flying through the night sky. Deneb the brightest star marks
the tail, while the fainter star Albireo marks the head of the swan.
Two double stars are listed in the EtU program Albireo (a popular
double  star  due  to  the  bright  amber  and  blue  colours),  and
Omicron1 Cyg, a beautiful  triple star  for binoculars.  M29, M39
and many other  open clusters  and nebula (clouds of  interstellar
dust) are found in Cygnus. The Veil Nebula, a supernova remnant,
is one of the most impressive, beautiful nebulae. Documenting the
observation of Cygnus and the two double starts listed will check
off three more objects in the EtU program.

I hope you enjoy observing these two constellations and the
objects within them this Fall. If you would like, your observations
can give you a good start (seven objects out of 55 needed) towards
achieving the “Explore the Universe” certificate.
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Two of September’s Major Astronomical Events by Susan Bramm

Alan Dyer, one of Canada’s best-known astronomy authors,
presenters and astrophotographers, has sent along reminders for
two major astronomical events that will be happening during the
third week of September. We are looking forward to welcoming
Alan  as  the  keynote  speaker  and  workshop  presenter  at  the
upcoming Northern Prairie Star Party (NPSP) at Black Nugget
Lake Park.

Moonrise on the morning of Friday, September 19  from
about  4:30 am.  on will  feature  a  waning  crescent  Moon very
close  to  Venus  and  Regulus.  You  will  need  to  have  a  good
sightline to the northeast, (which will not be possible from the
Black Nugget Lake Observatory due to the berm).  From south of
Fort McMurray, Alan says “it’s a graze!”

Here is an illustration of this unique line-up:

Thanks to Alan for sending this illustration along, taken from Sky Safari.

Later  that  day,  on the night of  Friday, September 19 into
Saturday,  September  20,  there  will  be  a  very  rare  transit  of
Saturn’s moon Titan and its shadow across Saturn from 11
p.m.  to  2  a.m.  or  so,  lasting  almost  two  and  a  half  hours
(occurring from 11:09 PM MDT to 1:34 AM MDT to be more
precise). 

According to the Madison Astronomical Society:

Twice  during  every  29.5-year  orbital  period  of  Saturn
around  the  sun,  Earth  and  Saturn  briefly  occupy  the  same
ecliptic  plane.  During  this  brief  period  two  rare  planetary
phenomena can be observed: Saturn’s rings will appear edge on,
and Titan’s shadow may be seen transiting the disk of the planet.

In the current Titan “shadow transit season”, Titan’s shadow
transits Saturn a total of 10 times between April 29 and October
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6 of 2025, occurring about every 16 days. This season of Titan
shadow  transits  heavily  favours  those  of  us  in  the  western
hemisphere, treating us to good views of nearly all the events.”

RASC  Edmonton  Centre  member  Dan  Kulak  adds,  “[The
September  19-20  transit]  is  only  one  day  before  Saturn’s
opposition at 06UT Sunday, September 21 (Saturday night) so it

will be a very interesting view (opposition effect  with rings?),
with Titan almost on top of (slightly behind) the shadow as they
cross  the north polar  region of Saturn with the very thin ring
plane geometry.”

Sky & Telescope has more details on this event - click here.
Thanks to Dan for the link.

Transit of Saturn by its moon Titan and its shadow on Friday, September 19 – Saturday, September illustration (set for midnight), sent
by Alan Dyer and taken from Sky Safari.

The last Titan shadow transit will be on Monday, October 6
with the shadow just skimming the northern pole of the planet at
11:30 pm MDT. After that it's another 15 years to the next Titan
transit season. 

Registered attendees at the 2025 Northern Prairie Star Party

will have an opportunity to view this event, weather permitting,
through the 32-inch Unyk-Drew Telescope in the Black Nugget
Lake  Observatory.  A big  shout  out  and  thanks  to  the  BNLO
Operating Committee and the roster of trained volunteer BNLO
operators for making this possible!

Volunteering at Elk Island Milky Way Day by Dan Kulak

I want to thank Geoff for being the lead on the event and everyone who came out or otherwise contributed, especially Parks Canada
for having us out every September long weekend and giving us the space to have the event.  Here is my experience: how I planned
things, how my day went, including my own personal highlight of the day, the surprise visitor I had at the end.

Daytime Solar: Equipment and Setup – Lunt 152 Hydrogen-alpha (Ha) solar scope

It  was  a  busy  day. I  arrived  about  12:30  PM and  left  at
midnight, sat down maybe 20 minutes during that time.  I lost
track of how many people and groups stopped by my spot. 

I  found a spot where the main tent would give a bit  of a
windbreak for the Lunt 152 - I got it set up about 1:30 PM in
single stack mode with a 14 mm Tele Vue 60 degree apparent
FOV Radian eyepiece giving about 65x and real FOV of about
0.9 degree (not quite 2 solar diameters).  I find that scope and
eyepiece  combination  gives  a  nice  balance  of  brightness,
resolution, magnification, apparent FOV and real FOV for solar
viewing.  The  long eye  relief,  Instajust  sliding  eye  guard  and
folding eye cup of the Radian eyepiece also allows me to quickly
and easily set  the eye cup height for  people with and without
eyeglasses and tell them to place their glasses or eyebrow (no

glasses) just touching or just  above the rubber rim on the eye
guard for best viewing. 

The Radians are also physically narrower than wider field
designs so allow better "nose relief" which is important for kids
to  be  able  to  get  their  eye  close  enough  to  the  eyepiece  to
actually see what is there without banging their nose into the top
or side of the eyepiece (or into a wide eye lens). 

Viewing trick: if someone cannot find the view at the eyepiece
(because their eye is too far off axis), I ask them to look at the
eyepiece from about 20 cm back, find the little red circle of light
(the  exit  pupil)  then  move  their  head and eye  forward to the
proper viewing position while constantly looking at the red circle
- that method will keep the eye on axis and draw the eye to the
proper position at the eyepiece.   
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Viewing

With a true FOV of just under 2 solar diameters I usually aim
at  an  interesting  limb  area,  hopefully  with  some  prominences,
flares and disc spots.  I find the public can find flare features in the
middle of the FOV quicker and easier than in a full disc 60 degree
apparent / ~1 degree true view area where they have to move their
heads around to find the solar limb.  Fortunately, there were some
good flares on the limb with some spots not far away on the disc.  
People would see the "flames" and often comment on the black
spots and ask what causes the spots.  A few people would notice
fuzzy lines on the disc (filaments) and ask what they were.  A few
commented on the texture / graininess of the disc.  When I did get
people who seemed especially astute to the view, I would adjust
the view to centre a sunspot group and ask them to look for the
swirls, arcs and radial streaks of plasma in the magnetic fields near
the spots and compare to the somewhat popular bar magnet and
iron filings experiment.

The author speaks to Global News.

The author helps visitors view the Sun.

When I had a smaller group with a really interested young 
person I would let them use the mount hand controller to slowly 
scan the whole disc and limb profile (lots of excitement about 
what they were seeing). 

A few people (mostly kids, some adults) would bring me one
of the solar cards they got at the RASC tent and ask about 
features in the image on the card.  There were also people who 

wanted to record a picture with their cell phone, and one person 
even got a decent picture.

The weather started sunny and clear, but smoke began 
moving in during the afternoon, getting ever thicker at the 
ground level and aloft towards evening. Along with some clouds,
thickening smoke began hampering the brightness of the Sun by 
late afternoon.
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The smoke thickened as the afternoon wore on.

I stayed with Ha solar past 6 PM when I started looking for
enough of a break in the lineup to my site to power off the mount
and take a break -  three times in the next hour I had powered
down then seconds later another group would show so I would
power back up, resume tracking and offer whatever view I could
of  the  Sun setting further  into the  ever  thickening  smoke and
atmosphere. I finally got powered off about 7 PM with people
still coming asking if they could see anything, I let them know
we  were  sticking  around  for  some  nighttime  viewing  if  the
weather  permitted.  I had brought a white light setup (refractor

with Hershel Wedge) but never got it set up.

Media Coverage

Global TV was on site early in the afternoon and did some
interviews with our group. Geoff was able to record the newscast
that evening and mentioned we did get a bit of coverage. Our
RASC event tent was just one of many event tents at the Park
that day.

The curious gather around.
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Evening and Night Viewing

The Lunt 152 is modular - the Hydrogen-alpha etalon and
blocker can be quickly removed and replaced by a simple focuser
assembly for terrestrial or night viewing.  I converted the scope
to night mode about 8 PM, about half an hour before sunset. I
then watched the Sun setting into the now present smoke layer,
the bottom of the Sun always dimmer than the top due the extra
atmospheric  depth  (and  optical  extinction)  at  lower  elevation
angles, with the last glimmer of the top of the Sun disappearing
in the smoke about 15 minutes before actual sunset. 

Around  sunset  I  turned  to  the  orange-tinted  1st  Quarter
Moon low in the smoke layer to the south, just above the trees. 
One person who had earlier come to my solar setup came with a
DSLR and a 1.25" camera adapter - we put it on the scope and
got some good pics.  After that, I set up for visual on the Moon
with my Baader 90 degree Amici prism diagonal (which shows
correctly  oriented  views)  and  kept  with  the  14  mm  Radian
eyepiece.  I immediately had a lineup of people and we got to
look at the orange Moon for about 20 minutes before it moved
behind the trees.  Lots of oohs and words of amazement being
said about the craters.  Scopes further to the east of me had about
20 extra minutes of Moon observing before the trees got in the
way for them and I directed people to those scopes. 

After the Moon was gone for me, I noticed only a few bright
stars.  I thought that for my scope on this night the best targets
would be some interesting double stars and Saturn.  I  could not
see even the Big Dipper for some time but the mount was able to
find Mizar and Alcor in the handle so I kept showing those stars
for  a  while  as  the  skies  darkened  and  the  Big  Dipper  finally
became dimly visible in the smoke, telling the story of Mizar and
Alcor being a visual test and talking about some of the distance
and physical characteristics of the Mizar system and other field
stars.  Mizar  was  nicely  split  and  people  liked  that  split  with
Alcor correctly to the upper left in the Amici diagonal. Around
10 PM I moved to viewing Saturn.  It was small at 65x but still
impressed  those  who  came  by,  with  the  nearly  edge-on  ring
system.  I found the seeing rather good.  I suspect other scopes
on the field were also on Saturn sometime during the evening. 

I began packing up at 11 PM and left just after midnight.

Highlights

It's always a highlight showing stuff to the public at these
events, but the real highlight for me is being able to educate and
share some sort of wonder with people, especially the one or two
kids or young adults who are exceptionally keen who sometimes
show up and perhaps find out something revealing about their
interests and what they might want to do in their lives.  They may
not  be keen  about  astronomy or even  the sciences  when they
come but can be when they leave - it hasn't happened all the time
for me but did happen on Sunday. 

There were a couple related families with young adult girls /
cousins there together, from the Spruce Grove and Stony Plain
areas.  They  were  all  keen  and  visited  me  multiple  times  for
daytime solar and came back in the evening.  One of the girls
was in Grade 12.  She was amazed at the solar views and asked
lots of  questions,  the answers  often leading to more questions
and  a  widening  base  of  topics  expanding  from what  she  was
seeing  through  the  solar  telescope  to  Earth  weather,  space
weather  and  aurora,  societal  vulnerabilities  to  space  weather,
logistics  of space travel  (such as  recycling urine into drinking
water), airline and space travel exposure to radiation from solar
and interstellar / cosmic ray sources and links to the solar sunspot
cycle  /  solar  magnetic  field,  and  some  related  challenges  of
humans going to and surviving on Mars.  She was not a science
student  and  had  been  thinking  about  becoming  a  heavy-duty
mechanic but told me the things I had been saying were "blowing
her away" and made her think of things she had never thought of
before.  She and her friends gave me a sincere thank you when
they finally left in the evening. 

 At one point in the day, I overheard someone in my line up
say "He's not just showing things, he's teaching".  I never saw
who made the comment and don't recall who I was talking to at
the time. 

These are the kind of experiences I hope everyone can find
in this hobby from time to time, wherever and whenever they
may happen,  and feel  free to share details of if  they want to. 
These  type  of  experiences  also  show a  somewhat  measurable
level of support of the Mission Statement | RASC so I think are
worth sharing amongst ourselves and with our Council.

Surprise Visitor

There was also one surprise visitor to my area Sunday night.  
After  packing up most of my stuff and using my flashlight to
scan the grass around where I had left my last box in the dark to
mark where I was, I noticed something in the grass.  It looked
somewhat like a stick or snake, but I wanted to check it out.  As I
cautiously got a bit closer I realized it was a live salamander! I
called  out  in  the  dark,  announcing  I  had  found an  interesting
creature in the dark.  A number of people quickly came over with
cell phone flashlights in hand, all excited at what I had found.
One  person  took  a  picture  and  Google  or  whatever  quickly
identified it as a tiger salamander.  I don't know how it got there
and how long it had been there without getting stepped on, but it
did not seem injured. 

Here are a few links mentioning the Western Tiger Salamander 
in Elk Island National Park:

Amphibian occupancy - Elk Island National Park
Species at risk - Elk Island National Park
Friends of Elk Island Society - Tiger Salamanders
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https://www.elkisland.ca/projects/tiger-salamanders
https://parks.canada.ca/pn-np/ab/elkisland/nature/conservation/eep-sar_2
https://parks.canada.ca/pn-np/ab/elkisland/nature/ecologique-ecological/eau-water/amphibiens-amphibian
https://www.rasc.ca/mission-statement


Observers’ Group Fall Update by Murray Hunt

Welcome to Fall!  The skies are dark earlier and longer, and 
the Northern Prairie Star Party held at Black Nugget Lake east of
Edmonton is just a week away!  While temperatures are warm 
and insects are less, this is an ideal time to consider your 
observing goals for the season ahead.

I have three goals this Fall:  to improve my sketching, to 
learn more about Travel Astronomy, and to continue with the 
RASC’s Finest NGC program.  What would YOU like to learn 
about?  What discussions would most interest you?  Alister Ling 
and I are looking forward to planning more Zoom Observers’ 
sessions, including inviting guest speakers to address specific 
topics.  Your topic suggestions are most welcome, so please 
share your ideas by emailing us at:  
observing_group@edmontonrasc.com

Sept. 4th Zoom meeting – We discussed the upcoming Star 
Party:  how to prepare for it, what to bring, how to cope with 
long nights/little sleep.

Sept. 24th Zoom meeting – 7 to 8 PM.  Watch the RASC 
Edmonton website, Facebook, and the Astro email list for details 
that are yet to be determined.

NOTE:  The Observers’ Group welcomes all observers, no 
matter how new or how experienced.  We will continue the short-
notice, in-city observing sessions as the skies allow, but also 
invite all observers to join us at various dark sky sites (within 1 
to 1 ½ hours of Edmonton) when viewing is good. This will 
usually be within the week of each New Moon.

Observers’ Group – Murray Hunt, Alister Ling
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