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Wildfire smoke can make summer observing difficult. Image by Alister Ling. See story, page 5.
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RASC Edmonton Centre Contact Information see also http  s  ://edmontonrasc.com/contact  

Mailing address RASC Edmonton Centre On the web http  s  ://edmontonrasc.com  
P.O Box 1404 http  s  ://www.facebook.com  
Edmonton STN MAIN, AB https://twitter.com/EdmontonRASC
Canada, T5J 2N5 http  s  ://www.youtube.com/user/edmontonrasc  

RASC Observatory 780-452-9100 x2249 https://groups.io/g/astro
at TWOSE

Stardust submissions: Submit articles by email to the editor (see above). Please include STARDUST or RASC in the subject so
your email doesn’t end up in the spam bin. Submission deadline is the 2nd Sunday before the monthly meeting; see following
page for dates. Any standard document file type is acceptable (MSOffice, OpenOffice, LibreOffice, et al.) but plain text is preferred.
Do not layout and format your article. Your labour will only be discarded. Submit clearly identified images/graphics as separate
files, do not embed them in the document; indicate captions and references to them within the text. Do not consider your article
successfully submitted until you receive a confirmation email from the editor.
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Events, Meetings, Announcements – see https://edmontonrasc.com/meetings/ for details

MEETINGS

• Admission is free, and everyone is welcome to attend, member or not. 
• Follow the signs from the main entrance.
• Edmonton Area Astronomy Discussions: visit https://groups.io/g/astro
• Public meetings are in-person AND on-line
• See https://edmontonrasc.com/meetings/

BLACK NUGGET LAKE OBSERVATORY: RASC Edmonton Centre operates the Black Nugget Lake Observatory (BNLO), a
dark sky observatory at Black Nugget Lake Park, 70 km south-east of Edmonton. The facility consists of an Observatory housing the
32" Unyk-Drew Telescope and a heated Visitor Centre. Access to BNLO is available to authorized RASC Edmonton Centre members.
Also on site is the 18" Barry Arnold Memorial Telescope for use by authorized RASC Edmonton Centre members. For details on
viewing opportunities and authorization to access BNLO, visit https://edmontonrasc.com/bnlo/.

YOU MUST APPLY FOR ACCESS TO BNLO: For details, visit https://community.edmontonrasc.com/?q=members-area/bnlo
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Northern Prairie Star Party 2025 by Susan Bramm

June Update

Here’s  some  new  information  about  the  2025  Northern
Prairie Star Party (NPSP) that runs from Tuesday, September 16
to Sunday, September 21 at the Black Nugget Lake Park located
an hour’s drive southeast of Edmonton. The campground is also
the location of our Black Nugget Lake Observatory. 

Since our May update, registration has proceeded very well.
As  of  June  6,  there  are  only  two  unpowered  campsites  still
available; one is a small tent site and the other can accommodate
an RV, trailer or tent.

ALL those planning to attend NPSP,  whether camping or
not,  are  requested  to  PLEASE  REGISTER  online,  IN
ADVANCE  –  this  will  assist  with  our  planning.  The  final
deadline  for  registering  (attendees,  campsite  and  T-shirt)  and
payment  is  Thursday,  August 28, 2025,  with payment  via e-
transfer.

We  are  happy  to  let  you  know  that  Luca  Vanzella has
agreed to be our RASC Edmonton Centre speaker on Saturday,
September 20. His talk will begin at 1:30 p.m. Luca is a long-
time RASC member who has served in various Council  roles,
including  President  (2015-2016),  and  has  been  recognized
several  times,  including  the  2014 Franklin  Loehde  Award  for
Project of the Year (analemma) and the 2017 President’s Award
for Service to the Centre. He is currently the club’s Fundraising
Coordinator  and  chairs  the  Black  Nugget  Lake  Observatory
(BNLO) Management and Operations Committee.  For the past
eight years, Luca has had an ongoing and deep involvement with
the planning, construction and operation of the BNLO. He is a
keen visual observer and has gained international recognition as
a  skyscape  photographer  focussing  on  images  (including
“timescapes”) featuring the Moon, the Sun and the planets in the
night, twilight and daytime skies. 

Black Nugget Lake Observatory

Luca Vanzella, RASC Edmonton Centre member and chair
of the BNLO Management and Operations Committee, will talk
about “BNLO - The First Two Years”.

The Black  Nugget  Lake Observatory  opened with official
first light of the Unyk-Drew Telescope on September 16, 2023.
This  talk  will  present  highlights  from  the  first  two  years  of
operating  the  BNLO  facility.  Highlights  include  final
commissioning  work,  significant  enhancements,  events  at
BNLO,  computer  hardening,  driving  with  Sky  Safari,  and
memorable  views  though the  Unyk-Drew Telescope.  The talk
will  conclude  with  a  progress  report  on  the  BNLO  Internet
Project and a preview of the PlaneWave Observatory.

The two other Saturday afternoon speakers and their topics
are described in detail on the NPSP website. 

2:40 p.m.  “Mysteries of the Supermassive Blackholes in the

First  Galaxies”  presented  by  Huanqing  Chen,  Assistant
Professor  of  Physics,  Department  of  Science,  University  of
Alberta, Augustana Campus, Camrose, Alberta.

4  p.m.  "The  Northern  Lights:  The  Science  Behind  the
Spectacle". Presented  by  Alan  Dyer,  renowned  Canadian
astronomy author, educator and astrophotographer. 

We will  be posting the event  schedule  and T-shirt  design
soon on the NPSP website. Check for more updates later in the
summer.

For  questions  or  more  information, get  in  touch  with  the
NPSP Planning Team at: npsp@edmontonrasc.com

Thank  you  from  Susan  and  Rick  Bramm,  Carol  and  Dave
Mussell, and Marion and Alan Hobbs, 
NPSP Planning Team, RASC Edmonton Centre
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President’s Report by Clayton Knoll

May was an interesting month for solar observing. We had
solar observations with large sunspots and active C class flares.
We had a few nights of aurora observations as well. At the end of
May the Telus World of  Science opened a new exhibit  called
Stardust: The Universe in You. We had an information table in
the entrance of the exhibit open for TWOS members on Friday
night, May 30th and again during the afternoon of Saturday, May
31st. A thank you to Bob Lawrence, Dan Kulak, Marion Hobbs,
Alan Hobbs and Geoff  Robertson for volunteering to staff  the
table. I was there on Saturday and walked through the exhibit and
I think all members should take in this exhibit for it is very well
done and informative.

For our last public on June 9th, before the summer break, we
will have two presentations. Our own Mark Zalcik will do a NLC
presentation  and  Gina  Payzant  will  do  a  presentation  about  a
movie. She has produced called Physic for Poets, a movie about

Galileo that featured some RASC Edmonton Centre members as
actors in the production.

Since this will be the last meeting until September, please
get out and do some observing, take some amazing astro images
and  prepare  for  the  Northern  Prairie  Star  Party running  from
September  16  to  21st  at  Black  Nugget  Lake.  There  are  some
great speakers and topics lined up and we will get an update from
the organizers at the June meeting. So, thank you for a great start
for  the  year  and  I  look  forward  to  seeing  everyone  again  in
September.

If you have any questions, comments or concerns over the
summer please email them to me at:

 president@edmontonrasc.com

Clear Skies.

Summer Astronomy by Alister Ling

Fig 01 Wildfire smoke, and see cover.

Embrace the situation. I've heard a fair bit of complaining
about perpetual twilight over the years, and it's time (once again)
to make lemonade from the lemon of a summer we are given.
Wildfire smoke is not a problem for solar observing except for
the  lung  threatening  days  -  sure  it  adds  scatter  and  reduces
intensity a bit, but prominences still come through quite well.

A  hearty  "Good  form!"  to  the  bunch  of  observers  and
imagers who shift to solar sessions. It's undoubtedly better for
one's sleep cycle too. We're at prime-time near the peak of the
Sun's activity making white light observing rewarding, and when
basic, safe filters cost less than $100, consider going for it. H-
alpha, which lets one see prominences, is free at the Telus World
of  Science  Edmonton  as  well  as  at  the  UofA observatory  on
campus. Volunteer opportunities are available too.

Fig 02 You can see why I don't post my solar images!
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Fig 03 A Moonsweep at the summer solstice.

I've always enjoyed the unfettered, relaxed nocturnal time,
especially in June when the fragrances of the shrubs and flowers
waft across my yard. It certainly helps being retired so I can stay
up late and sleep in, but when I was younger I patrolled the deep
blue skies on the weekend nights, even on the solstice with a full
Moon.

In the 90s I  too shunned the idea of  lunar  or  double star

observing,  being  entranced  by  the  deep-sky.  But  a  potential
variable star discovery lured me (enabled by Rick Huziak) into a
nightly  watch  that  opened  up  the  "surprise  me!"  niche  of
cataclysmic star monitoring. It's like T CrB but you actually see
something.  Dwarf  novae  burp  luminescently  into  view  every
month or so, and when you monitor a dozen, one of them goes
off almost every session.

Fig 04 SS Cyg Plot courtesy AAVSO

Fig 05 Close to Deneb and M39. Here's how to find it.

Over the past couple of years, I've had the pleasure of testing
a range of equipment once I cleaned it of the soot from the locker
fire  of 2023. I'm enjoying double stars,  almost completing the
RASC's Double Star programme and have fallen headlong into
tackling the Sissy Haas compendium of "Double Stars for Small
Telescopes",  populating,  nay  obscuring,  my SkySafari  display
with a mere 2000+ targets. Yet, I don't measure their separation
and  position  angle  with  a  micrometer  eyepiece,  or  make  a
representative sketch. At least for now.

Instead, I've found that the simple act of being outside under
the stars looking through an eyepiece is all that's needed. Having
previously met some meteor observers  in the 70s,  long before
automated camera and radar surveys, I now realize one doesn't

even need an eyepiece or telescope to take it all in, to make that
connection with the sky. Scan the northern sky for noctilucent
clouds.

Perspective is the key. If lists help, use them. We've been
told it's  not  the destination,  a  certificate  or  a  page  with filled
checkboxes,  but  the  journey,  stopping  to  smell  the  roses,  or
perhaps blossoms of lilacs and mountain ash. And importantly,
test that equipment before you head to a star party! Quite a few
times I've  heard  folk grumbling  at  their  laptops or  other  gear
while fantastic skies float unseen overhead.

Summer observing may not deeply satisfy your astro desires,
but they scratch the itch.
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Fig 06 Noctilucent clouds at midnight.

Fig 07 A late night, get to bed before 5 am.

Stardust June 2025 7



Stardust June 2025 8


