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RASC Edmonton Centre Contact Information see also http  s  ://edmontonrasc.com/contact  

Mailing address RASC Edmonton Centre On the web http  s  ://edmontonrasc.com  
P.O Box 1404 http  s  ://www.facebook.com  
Edmonton STN MAIN, AB https://twitter.com/EdmontonRASC
Canada, T5J 2N5 http  s  ://www.youtube.com/user/edmontonrasc  

RASC Observatory 780-452-9100 x2249 https://groups.io/g/astro
at TWOSE

Stardust submissions: Submit articles by email to the editor (see above). Please include STARDUST or RASC in the subject so
your email doesn’t end up in the spam bin. Submission deadline is the 2nd Sunday before the monthly meeting; see following
page for dates. Any standard document file type is acceptable (MSOffice, OpenOffice, LibreOffice, et al.) but plain text is preferred.
Do not layout and format your article. Your labour will only be discarded. Submit clearly identified images/graphics as separate
files, do not embed them in the document; indicate captions and references to them within the text. Do not consider your article
successfully submitted until you receive a confirmation email from the editor.
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Events, Meetings, Announcements – see https://edmontonrasc.com/meetings/ for details

MEETINGS

• Admission is free, and everyone is welcome to attend, member or not. 
• Follow the signs from the main entrance.
• Edmonton Area Astronomy Discussions: visit https://groups.io/g/astro
• Public meetings are in-person AND on-line
• See https://edmontonrasc.com/meetings/

BLACK NUGGET LAKE OBSERVATORY: RASC Edmonton Centre operates the Black Nugget Lake Observatory (BNLO), a
dark sky observatory at Black Nugget Lake Park, 70 km south-east of Edmonton. The facility consists of an Observatory housing the
32" Unyk-Drew Telescope and a heated Visitor Centre. Access to BNLO is available to authorized RASC Edmonton Centre members.
Also on site is the 18" Barry Arnold Memorial Telescope for use by authorized RASC Edmonton Centre members. For details on
viewing opportunities and authorization to access BNLO, visit https://edmontonrasc.com/bnlo/.

YOU MUST APPLY FOR ACCESS TO BNLO: For details, visit https://community.edmontonrasc.com/?q=members-area/bnlo
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Northern Prairie Star Party 2025: Registration is now open by Susan Bramm

Plans are moving ahead for this year’s Northern Prairie Star
Party  that  runs  from  Tuesday,  September  16  to  Sunday,
September 21 at the Black Nugget Lake Park located an hour’s
drive from Edmonton. The campground is also the location of
our Black Nugget Lake Observatory. 

Again, this year we have online registration for all aspects
of  the  event,  including  reserving  campsites,  ordering  T-shirts,
paying  attendee  fees,  and  signing  up  to  volunteer.  The
registration page opens on Monday, May 5 at 9 a.m. Check
the NPSP website  https://edmontonrasc.com/2025/04/get-ready-
for-northern-prairie-star-party-2025/#more-9166 for  the  link  to

the registration page. Campsites will be allocated on a first-come,
first-served basis. With a limited number of sites, we encourage
NPSP attendees wishing to camp overnight to book as soon as
possible through the NPSP Registration Page. 

ALL those planning to attend NPSP (whether  camping or
not) are requested to PLEASE REGISTER IN ADVANCE – this
will assist with our planning. The final deadline for registering
(attendees,  campsite  and  T-shirt)  and  payment  is  Thursday,
August  28,  2025,  with  payment  via  e-transfer.  Following are
more details about two of this year’s presenters and their topics.

One  of  the  Saturday  afternoon  speakers  we  are  pleased  to
welcome is Huanqing Chen, assistant professor of physics at the
University  of  Alberta’s  Augustana  Campus.  She  researches  the
first galaxies and the intergalactic medium and teaches physics and
astronomy while actively engaging students in research through the
Hesje  Observatory.  Huanqing  earned  her  doctorate  from  the
University  of  Chicago  in  2022,  where  she  studied  cosmic
reionization  using  a  novel  observable  known  as  the  quasar
proximity zone. When she’s not working, she enjoys all kinds of
sports and walking her dog.

Galaxies  are  among  the  most  breathtaking  objects  we  can
observe through a telescope under a dark sky. They vary widely in
shape and structure, yet they share some common features. One of
the most intriguing is the presence of a supermassive black hole at
their center - one of the universe’s greatest mysteries. In her talk,
entitled  Mysteries  of  the Supermassive Blackholes in  the First
Galaxies, Huanqing will guide us on a journey through the history
of  the  universe,  exploring  how  galaxies  and  their  central
supermassive black holes form and evolve, along with their larger-
scale  environments.  How  do  these  complex  cosmic  structures
come into being? What have we discovered over the past decade?
And what challenges still lie ahead?

Huanqing Chen

We  are  also  delighted  to  announce  that  Alan  Dyer has
accepted our invitation to be the keynote speaker at this year’s
NPSP. Also, he has generously offered to present an onsite 90-
minute  workshop  on  Friday,  September  19.  Alan  is  one  of
Canada’s best-known astronomy authors and astrophotographers
(e.g.  see  cover  photo).  He  currently  serves  as  a  contributing
editor  to  Sky  and  Telescope  magazine.  He  co-authored  the
popular  guidebook  The  Backyard  Astronomer’s  Guide  with
Terence Dickinson. Now retired from many years of producing
programs for planetariums and science centres in Edmonton and
Calgary, Alan enjoys traveling in pursuit of celestial sights such
as  the  Northern  Lights.  His  eclipse  chasing  has  taken  him to
every  continent,  chalking  up  17  total  solar  eclipses.  Asteroid
78434 is named for him.

For  the  Friday,  September  19  workshop,  Alan’s  topic  is
"How to Create Great Nightscape Images". He has provided
the following description:

While  often  seen  as  just  a  “beginner”  technique  in
astrophotography, shooting nightscapes - scenes of the night sky
over  scenic landscapes -  can be a lifelong pursuit  capable of
producing superb images that  are  uniquely  yours.  In  this  90-
minute workshop, Alan will present his tips and techniques for
taking  great  images  using  today’s  DSLR  and  mirrorless

cameras.  The emphasis will  be on capturing two subjects: the
Milky Way and auroras. Alan will demo getting the most out of
nightscape images by processing raw files, with the aid of the
latest AI routines for masking and noise reduction.

Then on Saturday he will speak on "The Northern Lights:
The Science Behind the Spectacle":

We  are  uniquely  placed  in  western  Canada  to  see  the
Northern  Lights  year-round  and  to  witness  an  array  of  odd
auroral phenomena only recently identified. Alan will survey the
science of the aurora, pointing out that the usual explanations of
what causes the Northern Lights are wrong! He’ll delve into the
many mysteries that remain, such as STEVEs, SARs, Dunes, and
RAGDAs! Alan will provide tips on how to use new indicators
for  predicting when auroras  will  brighten,  and how to capture
them in ways that can contribute to science.

We will be filling in more details of the NPSP 2025 program
in the coming weeks.  Check back on the NPSP web page for
updates.  If you have questions or need more information, you
are welcome to get in touch with the NPSP Planning Team at:
npsp@edmontonrasc.com

Thank you from Susan and Rick Bramm, Carol and Dave
Mussell, and Marion and Alan Hobbs, NPSP Planning Team.
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Outreach Events at two Greater Edmonton Foundation Locations by Susan Bramm

Earlier this year, several RASC Edmonton Centre members
answered the call out for outreach volunteers to do an astronomy
“show  and  tell”  at  two  Greater  Edmonton  Foundation  (GEF)
seniors housing locations.  On March 4, the team of John Cliff,
Dave and Carol Mussell,  Barton Satchwill,  Dennis  Grahn and
Rick  Bramm  met  with  more  than  30  residents  of  Ottewell
Terrace  for  an  introductory  presentation  by  Rick  Bramm and
then views through telescopes set up by Carol, Dave, Barton and
Dennis. Then on April 11, Dave, Carol, Barton, Rick and Susan

Bramm and Garry  Solonyko were  onsite  at  Sakaw Terrace  in
Millwoods where more than 50 residents and their families heard
the presentation and then joined the team outside for great views
of Venus, Jupiter and the Moon. Those who attended the events
provided enthusiastic and positive feedback. We volunteers had a
great time. A big thank you to John Cliff and Emily Cliff (GEF
Activity  and  Wellness  Coordinator)  who  coordinated  these
events.

[Left] Inside presentation by Rick Bramm to more than 50 residents and their families at Sakaw Terrace. [Right] Resident
viewing a 3-D photo of Mars, using 3-D glasses. Photo by GEF Seniors Housing staff.

[Left]  Sidewalk astronomy in early twilight at  Sakaw Terrace,  viewing Venus and Jupiter.  [Right]  Sidewalk
astronomers, L-R, Garry Solonyko, Barton Satchwill, Dave Mussell (Carol Mussell not in photo). Photo by GEF
Seniors Housing staff.
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RASC  Edmonton  Centre  members  are  encouraged  and
welcome to volunteer for the many outreach opportunities and
requests we have every year. Check out the “Volunteers” section
on  the  Members’  Area on  the  RASC  Edmonton  website  for
“Upcoming  Opportunities  for  RASC  EC  Public  Outreach
Volunteers”.

If  you  would  like  to  donate  some  time  on  any  of  our
activities,  you'll  need  to  register  as  a  volunteer.  It’s  a  simple
process to fill in and submit the Volunteer Application Form and

receive  confirmation  from  the  Volunteer  Coordinator  with
instructions  on  setting  a  password  to  access  our  Volunteer
Information Centre, a.k.a. VicNet. VicNet is where you can see
the  schedule  of  volunteer  work  opportunities,  get  the  latest
information about events and activities and record your hours of
donated time.

For questions or more details, contact  Geoff  Robertson  or
Dave Mussell.

President’s Report by Clayton Knoll

The  last  month  has  been  busy  with  planning  and  other
activities.  We had  our  General  Assembly  at  the  end  of  April
which was well attended, with over 100 participants via Zoom.
There were lots of discussions and presentations around different
citizen science projects and how do get new members into visual
observing.

International Astronomy Day was Saturday, May 3rd at the
Telus World of Science. The observatory was open during the
day for some solar observing and Venus was visible as well. We
had an information table set up in the lobby of the centre and we

had a small number of visitors stop by to find out what RASC
was  all  about.  It  was  a  warm  sunny  day  and  we  had  a  few
telescopes set up just outside the door, viewing the sun. Alister
was available to help out with anyone who needed  assistance.
Thanks to Geoff Robertson for organizing this event for RASC,
and  to  the  volunteers  who  came  out:  Dan  Kulak,  Alexander
Turner, John Woolley, and Alister Ling. 

Martin Connors will be presenting at the meeting May 12th.

 That’s it for this month. Clear Skies.

Observers’ Group Report by Alister Ling, Murray Hunt, and Berta Beltran

Fig 01 Deermound: Our Observing Basics group on Sunday April 6th. Image by Josephine Christensen.

Wow, that's one of the nicest Aprils I can remember! Lots of
nice days and for the most part mild nights, quite a few of them
clear enough to bring out the scope.

We have gathered three times since my last writing, twice at
Deermound Park on the south side of Sherwood Park, as seen
above. The site offers plenty of parking, a wide open sky, and
minimal interference of car headlights, and of course relatively
close for half the capital city.

Berta kindly hosted the last half of a zoom meeting so that
Murray  and Alister  could head to Barry Delano's  acreage  just
north west  of Wabamun.  Wonderfully  dark!  If you provide us
with your email and permission, we'll create a semi-private "in"

group  for  invites  to  his  site  -  we  just  don't  want  to  publicly
publish his location here or in Facebook for privacy concerns.

Finally the timing worked for us to assemble just east of Elk
Island Park on April 25th, a Friday, that allowed some folk to
stay up later and drive farther. It's so nice to see all of Corona
Borealis without needing binoculars. We were also joined by a
couple of long time members. With the more than 10 cars in the
lot lined up pointing east I got a warm-fuzzy "the good old days"
vibe, when imaging was difficult and visual observing easy.

I  hardly  used my portable  refractor,  instead  wandering  the
field and giving pointers. I hope we can gather like this regularly.
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We'll  have to try something out to the north west by Big
Lake when we restart the night-time gazing in August. Yes, it's
that  perpetual  twilight  time of  the year.  In  the meantime,  the
monthly  zoom  sessions  will  continue  in  May  and  June  then
pause for July. Look for an announcement in the email-forum
and on Facebook for a solar session on a Saturday or Sunday at
the RASC observatory on the front lawn of the Telus World of
Science, Edmonton. The Sun is at peak activity of its 11-year
cycle, so lots to see in white light and H-alpha.

Keep  an  eye  out  for  Mark  Zalcik's  annual  showcase  of
noctilucent clouds, and what to look for. Just step outside with
binoculars a half hour after sunset and look north. While you're
at it, check in on the Blaze Star T CorBor.

As always,  if  there  is  something specific  you would like
help with or are curious about, please let us know at

 observing_group@edmontonrasc.com

Fig 02 Blackfoot Staging Area with good group of astronomers.
Image by Alister Ling.

Easy homework: magnitude 5.7 asteroid 4 Vesta

Fig 03 Vesta. Bright star is Spica (alpha [a] Spicae). Remember: Arc to Arcturus, spike to Spica. Tick marks are every 2 nights
starting May 12. Faintest stars here are fainter than Vesta.

The  second  largest  asteroid  of  the  main  belt,  4th  to  be
discovered, makes for a nice 5-10 minute observation from the
suburbs in deep twilight. Grab your binoculars, get a clean sheet
of paper,  put down a few dots representing the brightest stars,

then  one  for  where  you  think  Vesta  is.  Repeat  every  clear
evening. After the first couple of sessions you'll be able to do it
under 5 minutes.
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