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Crescent moon over Edmonton. Image by Alister Ling. See story, page 5.
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RASC Edmonton Centre Contact Information see also http  s  ://edmontonrasc.com/contact  

Mailing address RASC Edmonton Centre On the web http  s  ://edmontonrasc.com  
P.O Box 1404 http  s  ://www.facebook.com  
Edmonton STN MAIN, AB https://twitter.com/EdmontonRASC
Canada, T5J 2N5 http  s  ://www.youtube.com/user/edmontonrasc  

RASC Observatory 780-452-9100 x2249 https://groups.io/g/astro
at TWOSE

Stardust submissions: Submit articles by email to the editor (see above). Please include STARDUST or RASC in the subject so
your email doesn’t end up in the spam bin. Submission deadline is the 2nd Sunday before the monthly meeting; see following
page for dates. Any standard document file type is acceptable (MSOffice, OpenOffice, LibreOffice, et al.) but plain text is preferred.
Do not layout and format your article. Your labour will only be discarded. Submit clearly identified images/graphics as separate
files, do not embed them in the document; indicate captions and references to them within the text. Do not consider your article
successfully submitted until you receive a confirmation email from the editor.
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Events, Meetings, Announcements – see https://edmontonrasc.com/meetings/ for details

Regular Meetings are held monthly (see below) from September
to June at 7:30pm in T  ELUS   World of Science, 11211 – 142 St.  

Admission is free, and everyone is welcome to attend, member 
or not. Follow the signs from the main entrance.

Edmonton Area Astronomy Discussions
To subscribe, visit https://groups.io/g/astro

Council meetings are held monthly (see below) from September 
to May at 7:15 in room 5-003 of the CCIS  *   Building   on the U of 
A campus. Any RASC Edmonton member may attend.

* Centennial Centre for Interdisciplinary Science

Public meetings are in-person AND on-line

See https://edmontonrasc.com/meetings/

MEETINGS

* Indicates date bumped because of statutory holiday
** Indicates What’s Up date at the end of the previous month, that is, the Feb What’s Up is Jan 31, Mar is Feb 28, etc.

BLACK NUGGET LAKE OBSERVATORY: RASC Edmonton Centre operates the Black Nugget Lake Observatory (BNLO), a
dark sky observatory at Black Nugget Lake Park, 70 km south-east of Edmonton. The facility consists of an Observatory housing the
32" Unyk-Drew Telescope and a heated Visitor Centre. Access to BNLO is available to authorized RASC Edmonton Centre members.
Also on site is the 18" Barry Arnold Memorial Telescope for use by authorized RASC Edmonton Centre members. For details on
viewing opportunities and authorization to access BNLO, visit https://edmontonrasc.com/bnlo/.

YOU MUST APPLY FOR ACCESS TO BNLO: For details, visit https://community.edmontonrasc.com/?q=members-area/bnlo
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President’s Report

Since a new president is in-coming, there is no report this month – Editor.

MONEY MOTIONS:  2025 Budget Spending Proposals

As per the RASC, Edmonton Centre Bylaws, any expense of $1,500 or greater is to be announced to the Membership 30 days in 
advance of a vote to approve.

Below are the 2025 Budget items to be voted on by the Membership in the January 2025 meeting:

General Account Spending Motions: 

• up to $1,665 from the General account for Membership committee expenses
• up to $6,700 from the General account for the 2025 NPSP 
• up to $1,500 from the General account for miscellaneous expenses

Casino Account Spending Motions:  

• up to $4,000 be spent from the Casino Account for content insurance
• up to $3,850 from the Casino account to rent a storage locker in 2023
• up to $3,300 from the Casino account for guest speakers at the 2023 NPSP
• up to $4,195 from the Casino account for the 2023 NPSP
• up to $1,500 from the Casino account for Public Outreach Materials/Supplies
• up to $2,500 from the Casino account for guest speakers at the 2023 BHDSP
• up to $4,500 from the Casino account be spent on expenses for the JDSF
• up to $4,000 from the Casino account for purchase & maintenance of equipment for the Centre Loaner Program
• up to $2,000 from the Casino account be committed for operation, maintenance and modernization of the Royal 

Astronomical Society of Canada Observatory at TELUS World of Science Edmonton
• up to $7,735 from the Casino account for BNLO Operations and maintenance
• up to $2,000 from the Casino account for misc. expenses 

Star Party with WVAC by Barry Delano

As  I  spend  quite  a  bit  of  time  in  Arizona, I  have  a
membership in the local Astronomy club called the West Valley
Astronomical  Club (WVAC). As part of the group activity we
had a star party Dec. 21 2024, at an area on the edge of federal
land about 30 miles north of Phoenix.

After the normal getting lost and a half hour delay, I arrived
at the viewing site about 7pm, to be met by the organizer Josh.
He invited me to set up my 6” dob next to his 8” dob. I started
with  introductions,  chatting,  and  investigating  fellow
astronomers.  There seemed to be mostly visual scopes and only
one astrophotographer  out  this  night.  I  did notice a  couple of
green light lasers, and they are in much more casual use in the
night sky compared to what I am accustomed to.

I spent some time chatting with the organizer Josh, and it
turns  out  that  Josh  was  using  his  phone  and  a  site  called
A  strohopper    to navigate across the heavens. Astrohopper at first
glance seemed to work much like Celestron’s Skywatch system.
Quick explanation: you call up the website, log on, and clamp

your  phone  to  your  scope.  You  then  locate  an  easy  to  find
starting star in your eye piece, hit the align button on the phone
and follow the instructions on Astrohopper site, and away you
go. It asks you to realign after each find. This is just a press of a
button. This is an open source site that was developed by one
enterprising  astronomer.  I  used  it  at  home  the  next  night.  I
quickly  managed  to  jump  between  Mars,  Jupiter,  the  Orion
Nebula and Betelgeuse. 

I played around and chatted with members until 9:30, when
we found we had been abandoned to the point where we were a
group of 4. It looked like everyone else had left because of the
cold. We called it an evening. It was 10 degrees C when I got
home (50F).

It  was  a  pleasant  and  interesting  night  with  fellow  star
chasers. I enjoyed the difference that the environment has on our
craft  and  how  people  react.  Edmonton  members  would  be
cheering if they could star gaze at +10 degrees C in December;
Arizonans go home.
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Tell us what you're up to! by Alister Ling

I always look forward to member's nights, reading the Journal
and skimming a couple of other Centre newsletters. Now and then
it's "I didn't know that was possible, cool!" And if it catches my
interest I get to learn directly from the author to do it myself or join
in.  

It  really  doesn't  matter  what  you're  interested  in,  or  if  you
think it's  too niche,  or too common. Making connections is  the
thing.  If  Bruce  McCurdy  hadn't  quoted  Laurie  Anderson  in  a
Stardust  article  in  1987,  I  might  still  not  know  we  have  this
amazing  musical  prog-rock  bond.  I  would  have  never  got  into
lunar or asteroid occultations had it not been others who asked me
"That article in the newsletter you wrote tells me that you like to
see .... can I interest you in..." Imagine the mostly analog tech I
used in 1995 - would yours today be better? Would I have captured
NLC  and  aurora  together  had  it  not  been  for  Mark  Zalcik
encouraging the membership to keep an eye on the sky? Fig 01 [and see cover] My first colour picture ever! Couldn't

have done it without my mentors at Montreal Centre RASC. 

Fig  02 Stories!  From  1978  here  is  a  short  story  by  my
mentors about an observing session.

Fig  03 Whoddathunk?  Alister  was  interested  in  the
Colonization of Space in 1978, cheaper than the cost of the
1976 Olympics apparently. I had forgotten about that phase of
my life.

You can share with us a simple listing of a few key objects
you saw, or add lots of detail if you wish. Communication is how
we make ties that make our observing better. Telling others we'll
be out at  a dark site on certain nights is at minimum a safety
thing, but these sessions are how we find out about the pleasures
of star clusters, or planetaries, or Televue Radian eyepieces, star
charts  paper  or  digital,  gear  to  make  observing  easier,  or
absorbing wisdom from an experienced observer looking through
your eyepiece. 

Writing here in Stardust is a double positive. Not only does
it  allow  that  connection,  but  it  is  a  means  of  capturing  our
thoughts and feelings for posterity, like writing a page in history.
Appealing to your vanity a bit, it's one way of being remembered
a hundred years from now, they could read that in Stardust, but
your postings to Facebook might not show up. I enjoy reading
historical  snippets  from  100  years  ago  in  the  RASC  Journal
(often authored by Randall Rosefeld or Peter Broughton). 

Seven  years  from  now,  approaching  the  Leonid  meteor
storm, you might want to read what members of the Edmonton
Centre did to observe this twice in a lifetime event back in 1999

and  2000.  You  can,  because  someone  wrote  about  their
experience in Stardust! 

50 years from now, future members might like to read about
initial observations through the Unyk-Drew Telescope at Black
Nugget  Lake  Observatory.  Hmm,  good  luck  finding  anything
more than "many folk lined up to see amazing views of M13, the
Veil, and van Gogh's ear".  Because detailed observations have
not  been  submitted  to  Stardust.  I'm  not  poking  at  the  BNLO
committee here.  Everyone who had a look could have written
something. I've typed  my observations into  my digital  log, but
will yours make it into the historical record if all you wrote was 2
sentences  in  a  Facebook post? TLDR because  there  wasn't  an
image appended?  

Tech and society have changed the way we consume media.
Research has confirmed that  our attention spans are shrinking.
Few on-line articles are longer than this one. Surprise me that
you got this far and write to Stardust about what you observed
recently, or if you think Brian Cox is better than Carl Sagan, or
where  you  think  dual  band  mono  AI  denoise  Pixinsight  is
headed.
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What's Up, and What Was Up: Thanks Geoff Robertson! by Alister Ling

An impressive personal effort has reached its conclusion at the
end of 2024, as Geoff Robertson drew the final curtain on the
outreach project he began in 2020. Several members expressed
their appreciation through the Centre's Facebook page and astro
email forum, some reprinted below. 

Geoff originally intended "What's Up Over Edmonton?" as a live
observer's  meeting  held  monthly  at  the  refurbished  Queen
Elizabeth  Planetarium.  Covid-19  upturned  how  we  did
astronomy,  Zoom  coming  to  the  forefront  as  best  delivery
method.

In  his  own words  "I  call  this  What's  Up Over  Edmonton
because our sky here at 53 degrees north latitude is a lot different
than what is presented in many astronomy publications [...], what
is talked about on the Weather Channel and CBC. [...] It's not
only what we see, but how we see it, the planets and the Moon
are on a much steeper angle to the horizon at lower latitudes."

The  roughly  1-hour  presentation,  after  the  introduction,
delved  into when  and where  to  see  the  planets,  highlighted  a
binocular target on the Moon and a feature constellation with the
brightest objects noted.
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 It  finished  with  a  10-minute  segment  on  "this  month  in
space"  a  decently-paced  and  informative  summary  of  one  of
humanity's daring journeys away from Earth. The included sound

bites  and  video  clips  were  always  enthralling!  Growing up,  I
somehow  missed  those  events,  but  seeing  them through  your
eyes Geoff, gave me the chills quite often.

Over  time,  the  audience  expanded  across  Alberta  and
elsewhere in Canada, no doubt in part due to his approachable
style  and  inimitable  humour.   Geoff  wrote,  narrated,  edited,
added  opening  and  closing  titles  with  appropriate  music,  and
posted the final recordings up on the Centre's YouTube page:

 https://www.youtube.com/@edmontonrasc/videos

From Bob Drew: "Congratulations on a long and successful
run! You've invested a lot of your time. And it's apparent in your
many professional produced presentations members were able to
enjoy. 

In addition to focusing on what was currently available to
observe, you included interesting, well researched segments on
historic events and discoveries, sharing your broad knowledge of
astronomy,  all  of  which  was  seasoned  by  a  unique  sense  of
humour. 

It is contributions like yours that make the Edmonton Centre
one of the stronger centres.  

Keep looking up, and Thank you".

From John Cliff:  "Thank you Geoff  for  your  dedication
over the years".

From Murray Hunt: "Great  job on “What’s  Up”.   Your
long-term (4 1/2years!) dedication and high quality presentations
are inspirational"

From Tom Owen: "Thanks for doing these for so long--you
really are a pillar of our astronomical community."

From Missy Main: "Thank you so much Geoff - I found
What's Up Over Edmonton during the pandemic and have truly
enjoyed these presentations ever since. What a gift! I will very
much miss the education and fun experience  you put together
every month - I learned so much and have come to appreciate
things  like  learning  how  and  when  to  see  zodiacal  light  and
noctilucent  clouds.  Thanks  so  much  for  sharing  your
astronomical  and  space  knowledge  with  such  enthusiasm  and
encouragement"

RIGHT: Somehow,  Geoff  always  created  a humorous  meme to
accompany his sessions. The audio is very fitting "Watch the skies,
everywhere, keep looking."
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