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Jupiter and the Moon, 2023-02-27, 20:15. Image by Michael Ward, Pentax X70 on tripod, /5.0, sSRGB, 1/200th sec @ISO 50.
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RASC Edmonton Centre Contact Information see also https://edmontonrasc.com/contact

Council Positions

Name

email @ edmontonrasc.com

Honourary President

Doug Hube

President

Jay Lavender

president

Past President Tom Owen past president
Vice President Clayton Knoll vice_president
General Secretary Daisy Alferez secretary
Treasurer Jeff Wyton treasurer
National Council Representative | Sukrit Ahluwalia | national rep
Public Education Director Geoff Robertson | public education
Fundraising Coordinator Luca Vanzella fundraising
Councillor James McNeice | councillors
Councillor Mike Szelewicki | councillors
Councillor John Woolley councillors
Councillor Alister Ling councillors
Councillor Chris Meerveld | councillors
Internal Communications Officer | Michael Ward internal communications
Observing Group Director Jon Stolte observing group

Membership Secretary

Sharon Morsink

membership

New Member Advisor

Murray Paulson

new _member advisor

Appointed Officers

Dark Sky Preserve Coordinator John Woolley dsp.coordinator

Equipment Director James McNeice | equipment

Library Coordinator Mark Zalcik library

Library Assistant Berta Beltran library

Public Relations Officer Geoff Robertson | public relations

Social Media Director (Jj—?li?s}igilnsin socialmedia

Stardust Editor Michael Ward editor

Loaner Program Coordinator James McNeice | rentals

Volunteer Coordinator Dave Mussell

Web Site Coordinator Ryan May webmaster
Mailing address RASC Edmonton Centre On the web  htips://edmontonrasc.com

788, 10301 104 St.
Edmonton, AB, T5J 1B9

https://www.facebook.com
https://twitter.com/EdmontonRASC

Canada https://www.youtube.com/user/edmontonrasc
RASC Observatory 780-452-9100 x2249 https://groups.io/g/astro

at TWOSE

Stardust submissions: Submit articles by email to the editor (see above). Please include STARDUST or RASC in the subject so
your email doesn’t end up in the spam bin. Submission deadline is the 2nd Sunday before the monthly meeting; see following
page for dates. Any standard document file type is acceptable (MSOffice, OpenOffice, LibreOffice, et al.) but plain text is preferred.
Do not layout and format your article. Your labour will only be discarded. Submit clearly identified images/graphics as separate
files, do not embed them in the document; indicate captions and references to them within the text. Do not consider your article
successfully submitted until you receive a confirmation email from the editor.
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Events, Meetings, Announcements — see https://edmontonrasc.com/meetings/ for details

Regular Meetings are held monthly (see below) from September
to June at 7:30pm in TELUS World of Science, 11211 — 142 St.

Admission is free, and everyone is welcome to attend, member
or not. Follow the signs from the main entrance.

Edmonton Area Astronomy Discussions

To subscribe, visit https://groups.io/g/astro

Council meetings are held monthly (see below) from September
to May at 7:15 in room 5-003 of the CCIS* Building on the U of
A campus. Any RASC Edmonton member may attend.

* Centennial Centre for Interdisciplinary Science

Public meetings are in-person AND on-line
as of 17 Oct 2022

See https://edmontonrasc.com/meetings/

MEETINGS

Wednesday Meeting Series

2023 Regular Council What's Up? Astro Cafe
Mtg Mtg Observers
Group

Jan 9 23 4 11 18
Feb 13 27 1 15*% 8*
Mar 13 27 1 8 15 Al
Apr 17x 24 5 12 19
May 8 29% 3,31 10 17 Al
Jun 12 — — 7 14
Jul — — 5 12 19
Aug — — 2 9 16 Al
Sep 11 25 — 13 20
Oct 16* 23 4 11 18 Al
Nov i & 27 1,29 8 15
Dec 11 — — ke 20

* Indicates date bumped because of statutory holiday
AI = Astroimaging Community Café
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President’s Report by Jay Lavender

I can’t believe February is behind us and we are already into
March. As the warmer weather approaches, we are expecting to
see an increase in the number of astronomy event requests
coming to the RASC Edmonton Centre. It’s a good time to talk
about volunteers.

Our Centre’s astronomy outreach is always well received,
and while our existing volunteer base is legendary, we always
have a need for more. You don’t need a PhD in astrophysics, you
just need a telescope, a basic understanding of the night sky, and
be comfortable dealing with the public. Most events are only a
couple of hours long. If getting out under the stars isn’t enjoyable
enough, [ guarantee the camaraderie with your fellow
astronomers will be. Please consider adding your name to our
volunteer list. There are no obligations, but we could certainly
use your help. You can sign up by emailing

RASCEC.volunteercoordinator(@gmail.com

Speaking of events, it has just been far too long since the
Edmonton Centre, as a whole, has gathered together under the
stars. Your Edmonton Centre Council has given the nod to a
centre-wide gathering celebrating International Astronomy Day
on April 29 - likely to be held at Coronation Park in front of the
RASC Observatory at TELUS World of Science Edmonton.
Mark the date on your calendar! All members are welcome to
come out and set up a telescope. The more the merrier! Solar and
night telescopes are all welcome. We will also set up a free
telescope clinic, so anyone requiring help can bring their own
equipment and receive some assistance from RASC Edmonton
Centre experts. Please stay tuned for more details.

Our friends out at Elk Island would like to get input about
their new management plan. They would like to hear from as
many different types of users of the park as possible. Since
amateur astronomers are something of a unique group, they have
sent us a link to an online survey. If you would like to contribute
to the Elk Island Management plan, please take a moment and
complete the survey:

Elk Island Consultation Survey

One final mention: please remember that the Stardust
newsletter is for all to enjoy. Seems like we are forever in need
of contributions. I would like to encourage all members to
consider submitting articles. The topic can be about anything
from recent backyard night of visual stargazing to a dedicated
night of deep space object observing. Even a camping trip where
you and your family got out under the stars, or even the
acquisition of new equipment is Stardust-worthy. Our studious
editor added a page in last month’s Stardust outlining all types of
ideas for submitting articles. Please give it a read, sharpen that
keyboard, and start typing. Don’t be shy.

I hope everyone can take advantage of the coming warmer
weather and get out under a clear dark sky to get some observing
in. Remember, this time of year is excellent out at Blackfoot
staging area. Or if you prefer a little quieter observing, why don’t
you sign up for access to the Black Nugget Lake observing site?
Believe me, you won’t regret it!

Clear skies everyone!

Black Nugget Lake Observatory (BNLO) Site by Warren Finlay

From mid-October through to the end of April, RASC
Edmonton Centre members have exclusive access to a dark sky
observing area behind locked gates at Black Nugget Lake Park
south-east of Tofield. This observing site, a gravelled field about
70 m square with three 110 V outdoor power outlets, can be used
by authorized RASC Edmonton Centre members for personal
astronomy. There is a berm to the north shielding the field from
the adjacent road and golf course operation, and there are trees
and slopes to the east and west shielding the site from prevailing
winds. To obtain authorization to use the observing site,
familiarize yourself with the BNLO Access Policy and Rules of
Conduct and follow the instructions at:

https://community.edmontonrasc.com/?g=members-area/bnlo
Also on site is the Barry Arnold Memorial Telescope

(BAMT), a fine 46 cm (18 in) f/4.33 Dobsonian telescope on a
Poncet mount, for use by authorized RASC Edmonton Centre
members. To obtain authorization to use the BAMT, familiarize
yourself with the BAMT policies and procedures and follow the
instructions at:

https://community.edmontonrasc.com/?g=members-area/bnlo

The RASC Edmonton Centre Black Nugget Lake
Observatory Committee has nearly completed construction of a
32” telescope inside a domed observatory that will soon provide
awe-inspiring views, including a heated Visitor Centre to warm
up in. A brief historical overview of BNLO is presented by
Warren Finlay at the June 2021 Regular Members’ meeting,
starting 6:45 on the YouTube link

https:/www.youtube.com/watch?v=E3ZvW-0T4ns

Observing Log by Berta Beltran

February has been a cloudy month for the most part and I haven't had that many opportunities to go out under the stars. I mostly

observed the Sun, and I want to share my most memorable session.

Friday February 17 2023 12:30pm-2pm

Finally a little bit of clear skies in this ocean of clouds that is
this February! I am looking forward to spending some time in my

Stardust

yard feeling the warm Sun in my face and listening to the house
finches, who sense that spring is near, and are singing to the top
of their lungs.
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I start by observing the Sun with my 4" refractor fitted with
the white light filter, and the view does not disappoint. Lots of
sun spots, big and small, dot the surface of the Sun. The biggest
today is 3226, which has an oval penumbra and a funny umbra
shape, looking like a batman mask with a round area from which
two “horns” protrude. About a dozen little spots accompany the
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Given that the day is good I decide to set up my little
Coronado PST H-alpha scope to have a quick look too ( I guess I
don’t want to go indoors just yet). I am used to the view from the
UofA Lunt 80 mm double stack telescope, so my PST always
feels like an underachiever. But today the view doesn’t
disappoint, as immediately I can see a really bright area close to
the limb. I have never seen anything as bright before, and it turns
out to be the brightest solar flare of cycle 25 so far. According to
what I read later, this is a long duration X2.28 solar flare (R3-
strong), which reaches its peak at 20:17 UTC. And 1 just
witnessed it! Always get your scope out even if it is a mediocre
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big one in this group. There are 5 more groups that I can observe
today, with 3216 and 3229 each being close to limb and once can
see faculae around them too. The seeing today is not good, so I
can not use lots of magnification to pry out detail on individual
spots, but the overall view is quite satisfying.
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scope on a mediocre day.

At the beginning of the session I could see a really bright
line with a kink in the middle, really well defined. Towards the
end of the session another bright line and bright knots have
eventually developed in the area, although the change is slow and
I can not see it happening, I only notice it afterwards. The view
from the PST is tiny and it is hard to see any dynamic
development unless it is really bright.

Still I have to admit the detail that I see with this tiny single



stack scope rivals what I see with the UofA double stack.
Today’s Sun features are big and bright, and they stand out for
me.

Several dark and well defined filaments cross the surface at
several positions, although I don’t see the 3D aspect of these
filaments with their tiny caterpillar-like legs as well as I normally
see them in the UofA Lunt. Also I see 3 round and well defined
black sun spots on the surface, surrounded by bright active
regions. For the Sun spot at the top of the image the active area

hugs tightly the spot, and it is relatively bright. For the sun spot
in the middle (3226) the active area extends much further but at
the same it is a little bit dimmer. I can only see one prominence
today, wide and not very tall, not very bright and arching back to
the Sun at the top of my image.

Always nice to be outside feeling the warm sun rays on my
face. Good keep looking at the Sun, as one never knows what
one will find.
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Northern Prairie Star Party 2023 by Susan and Rick Bramm
SAVE THE DATE FOR THE 2023 NORTHERN PRAIRIE STAR PARTY - AND BOOK YOUR CAMPSITE NOW
TUESDAY, SEPT 12 to SUNDAY, SEPT 17, 2023

We are looking forward to seeing you this September at the 20" Northern Prairie Star Party (NPSP)! It is being held
at the Black Nugget Lake Camp Ground located about an hour’s drive from Edmonton — also the location of our
Black Nugget Lake Observatory.

The link to the camp ground is

https://www.beaver.ab.ca/tourism/campgrounds/black-nugget-lake

As we did last year, we have booked the northern part of the campground for use by our members and potential
NPSP attendees during that time. This will give you a great opportunity for dark sky astronomy with others who
share the same interest.

For reference, the map of the sites is found on the Black Nugget Lake Campground site at:

https://www.beaver.ab.ca/public/download/files/206106

Those we have booked are:

»  Powered sites Group Site 8 and Sites 90, 91 and 92 (for five nights Tuesday, Sept. 12 through Saturday,
Sept. 16), and

»  Unpowered Sites 88, 89, 93, 94, 95, 96, 98, 99,100, 102, 106, 107, 108, 110, 112 and Tent sites #3 & #4
(for five nights Tuesday, Sept. 12 through Saturday, Sept. 16).

If you are interested in using one of the sites during the reserved time, please email us NPSP coordinators at
npstarfest@shaw.ca indicating the dates and site preferences. We will allocate them on a first-come, first-served
basis and follow up with you regarding payment. Last year, all sites used by members were paid for by them at the
rates charged by the camp ground ($36 for powered and $30 for unpowered sites plus booking fee and GST).

There are a limited number of powered sites available. If you have a larger RV unit and would like more options,
you are welcome to book a site yourself on the southern part of the camp ground that has not been booked by
RASC-Edmonton Centre.

If you are planning to be out there before or after these days, you are responsible for making those reservations
yourself.

We are moving ahead with plans for on-site talks and seminars — we will have more details next month.

We are also putting together a 2023 Northern Prairie Star Party Planning Team! If you are interested in helping with
the overall planning and scheduling or specific tasks (like finding door prizes, or helping on-site with registration,
BBQ or directing visitors), please let us know.

For questions or more information, please contact us via email at npstarfest@shaw.ca .
We look forward to hearing from you!

Rick and Susan Bramm, Coordinators
2023 Northern Prairie Star Party
RASC — Edmonton Centre
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Map to Blackfoot Staging Area ﬁ{;ﬂ'?ﬁ;}d
Edmonton RASC’s Observing Site Park
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Visit our
Gift Shop
for all your

stargazing
needs!

TELUS Everything you need to explore the night sky, featuring Celestron
WORLD . products, binoculars, telescope accessories and astronomy booksl
of SCIENCE Plus: o wide range of general science merchandise.

' 11211142 Street Edmonton, AB TSM 4Al - 720.451.3344 - twose.cd

Stardust February 2023 11



