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The James Webb Space Telescope’s first Deep Field shows the galaxy cluster SMACS 0723.
Image courtesy Wikimedia Commons and ASA, ESA, CSA, and STScI .

 https://webbtelescope.org/contents/media/images/2022/038/01G7JGTH21B5GN9VCYAHBXKSD1
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RASC Edmonton Centre Contact Information see also http  s  ://edmontonrasc.com/contact  

Mailing address RASC Edmonton Centre On the web http  s  ://edmontonrasc.com  
788, 10301 104 St. http  s  ://www.facebook.com  
Edmonton, AB, T5J 1B9 https://twitter.com/EdmontonRASC
Canada http  s  ://www.youtube.com/user/edmontonrasc  

RASC Observatory 780-452-9100 x2249 https://groups.io/g/astro
at TWOSE

Stardust submissions: Submit articles by email to the editor (see above). Please include STARDUST or RASC in the subject so
your email doesn’t end up in the spam bin. Submission deadline is the 2nd Sunday before the monthly meeting; see following
page for dates. Any standard document file type is acceptable (MSOffice, OpenOffice, LibreOffice, et al.) but plain text is preferred.
Do not layout and format your article. Your labour will only be discarded. Submit clearly identified images/graphics as separate
files, do not embed them in the document; indicate captions and references to them within the text. Do not consider your article
successfully submitted until you receive a confirmation email from the editor.
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Events, Meetings, Announcements – see https://edmontonrasc.com/meetings/ for details

Regular Meetings are held monthly (see below) from September
to June at 7:30pm in T  ELUS   World of Science, 11211 – 142 St.  

Admission is free, and everyone is welcome to attend, member 
or not. Follow the signs from the main entrance.

Edmonton Area Astronomy Discussions
To subscribe, visit https://groups.io/g/astro

Council meetings are held monthly (see below) from September 
to May at 7:15 in room 5-003 of the CCIS  *   Building   on the U of 
A campus. Any RASC Edmonton member may attend.

* Centennial Centre for Interdisciplinary Science

Public meetings are in-person AND on-line

as of 17 Oct 2022

See https://edmontonrasc.com/meetings/

MEETINGS

* Indicates date bumped because of statutory holiday
AI = Astroimaging Community Café
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President’s Report by Tom Owen

So, that was 2022.

Happy new year!

In this issue of Stardust you will see two important lists. One
is the list of members who volunteered their time in 2022; the
other  is  the  list  of  members  who  have  been  members  of  our
Centre for at  least 10 years,  and will be awarded membership
pins at our meetings this year as a result. 

They are both long lists. We could have published another
list,  which  is  even  longer:  the  list  of  members  of  the  Centre,
which  currently  totals  330.  Considering  that,  for  most  of  last
year, and indeed for 2 years before that, the Centre was operating
under a viral cloud, these lists are remarkable.

It takes a lot of thought, effort, and time to organize a group
to carry out the ambitious mission of the RASC. And yet in all
that time the Centre has never, to my knowledge, had a single
paid  employee.  Think  of  how  many  companies  and  societies
were created, existed for a while, and then dissolved during the
last 90 years - companies and societies employing people who
were actually paid money to carry out those missions.

One further clue as to the secret of our longevity lies in the
longtime  members  list.  My  goodness:  our  oldest  member,

Franklin Loehde, joined in 1952!

The  Centre  has  been  in  continuous  existence,  in  one
corporate  form  or  another,  since  the  early  1930s.  Having
longtime members gives an organization stability. There is also a
great  value  in  having  institutional  memory.  But  longtime
members  also  give  an  organization  credibility,  dignity  and
solemnity of purpose - in a word, gravitas.

These are intangibles that no money can buy, and thanks to
our  longtime members,  the  RASC Edmonton  Centre  has  it  in
spades. My term as President will end with the election of the
new  President  and  Council  at  this  year’s  Annual  General
Meeting. It has been an honour and a privilege to have served as
your President these last two years, and I wish to thank all of the
volunteers on the Executive and on Council in particular for their
encouragement, advice and support.

The viral  cloud is  dissipating and  here  we are,  alive  and
well, welcoming in a new Council, new Executive, new President
for 2023.

The mission continues.

Clear skies!

Black Nugget Lake Observatory (BNLO) Site by Warren  Finlay

From  mid-October  through  to  the  end  of  April,  RASC
Edmonton Centre members have exclusive access to a dark sky
observing area behind locked gates at Black Nugget Lake Park
south-east of Tofield. This observing site, a gravelled field about
70 m square with three 110 V outdoor power outlets, can be used
by authorized  RASC Edmonton  Centre  members  for  personal
astronomy. There is a berm to the north shielding the field from
the adjacent road and golf course operation, and there are trees
and slopes to the east and west shielding the site from prevailing
winds.  To  obtain  authorization  to  use  the  observing  site,
familiarize yourself with the BNLO Access Policy and Rules of
Conduct and follow the instructions at:

https://community.edmontonrasc.com/?q=members-area/bnlo

Also  on  site  is  the  Barry  Arnold  Memorial  Telescope

(BAMT), a fine 46 cm (18 in) f/4.33 Dobsonian telescope on a
Poncet  mount,  for  use by authorized  RASC Edmonton Centre
members. To obtain authorization to use the BAMT, familiarize
yourself with the BAMT policies and procedures and follow the
instructions at:

https://community.edmontonrasc.com/?q=members-area/bnlo

The  RASC  Edmonton  Centre  Black  Nugget  Lake
Observatory Committee has nearly completed construction of a
32” telescope inside a domed observatory that will soon provide
awe-inspiring views, including a heated Visitor Centre to warm
up  in.  A  brief  historical  overview  of  BNLO  is  presented  by
Warren  Finlay  at  the  June  2021  Regular  Members’  meeting,
starting 6:45 on the YouTube link

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E3ZvW-0T4ns
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Long-time Member Awards

The RASC Edmonton Centre is pleased to recognize and honour its long-time members with Membership Pins. Prior to the pandemic 
some Pins were given out, but then during the pandemic the distribution of Pins was suspended. However, Membership Pins will 
again be available for pickup at Regular Meetings this year, and for mail-outs upon request.

Note: the * means that the Pin has already been awarded.

50 years (Crystal)

David Ellis
Douglas Hube*
Franklin Loehde
Gary Finley
Roman Unyk

40 Years (Garnet)

Alister Ling
Anthony Whyte
Bob Drew
Craig Makarowski*
Keith Janke*
Robert Martin
Valley Doyle

30 years (Emerald)

Alicja Borowski
Arnold Rivera*
Brent Hineman
Bruce McCurdy*
Christina Barker*
Daniel Kulak
Denis Boucher
Frank Florian
H. Hoover
Hans Steidl
Harold Jacobsen*
Larry Wood
Mervan Gorrie
Murray Paulson
Paul Campbell
Peter Smith
Sharon Tansey

20 years (Sapphire)

Alan Sandulak
Albert Perkins
Carey Deschamps
Dave Humphries
David Cleary
David Routledge
Donna-Lee May
Douglas Billey
Erik Klaszus
Garry Solonyko*
GS Bodnarchuk
Guy Almberg
Harris Christian
Harry Fast
Harry Ortlieb
Jim Thomasson
Luca Vanzella
Lyle Armuller
Mark Zalcik*
Murray Ludwig
Nels Anderson
Orla Aaquist
Owen Corus
Paul Sampson
Peter Schieren
Philip Tarange
Richard Bramm
Robert Casgrain
Robert Wolfe
Ronald Armstrong
Ronald Salyzyn
Ryan May
Sharon Morsink
Stefan Cartledge
Terry Nonay
Vernon Schmid
Yusuf Hussain

10 years (Amethyst)

Andreas Hengst
Barton Satchwill
Beverly Burns
Brad Newman*
Clayton Knoll
Cory Buerger
Darryl Aitchison
Dave Boyle
Dirk Auger
Eric Solomonson
Florin Sabac
Geoff Robertson*
Grant Knapik
Gregory Sivakoff
Jay Lavender*
Jim McConnell
John Chenier
John Cliff*
John Woolley
Jonathan Doupe
Kent Martens
Matthew Parker
Michael Decaire
Michael Shogren
Michael Ward*
Mike Szelewicki
Patrick Abbott
Patrick Corbett
Randy Halushka
Robert Baron
Robert Lemke
Rod Hutson
Roderick Wasylishen
Russell Sampson
Searle Hartman
Stefan Farkas
Steven Sinclair
Tom Owen*
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2022 RASC Edmonton Centre Member Volunteers

Abdur Anwar
Alan Hobbs
Alister Ling
Anna McCurdy
Arnold Rivera
Barry Delano
Barton Satchwill
Berta Beltran
Bob Lawrence
Bonnie Knoll
Brian Fehr
Bruce McCurdy
Carol Mussel
Clayton Knoll

Chris Meerveld
Dan Kulak
Dave Mussel
David Fielder
Denis Boucher
Florin Sabac
Frank Florian
Geoff Robertson
James McNeice
Jay Lavender
Jeff Wyton
Joanne Osborne-Paulson
John Cliff
John Woolley

Jon Stolte
Josephine Duzic Christensen
Kim Kulak
Luca Vanzella
Kent Martens
Marian Hobbs
Mark Zalcik
Michael Ward
Mike Noble
Mike Szelewicki
Monica Meerveld
Murray Paulson
Nikkia Janssen
Orla Aaquist

Ray Wiens
Richard Covey
Rick Bramm
Roman Unyk
Ryan May
Sharon Morsink
Sherrilyn Jahrig
Sukrit Ahluwalia
Susan Bramm
Tom Owen
Vincent O’Brien
Warren Finlay
Yusuf Hussain
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