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NGC 4565, the Needle Galaxy, an edge-on spiral in Coma Berenices. To the east is satellite galaxy NGC 4562. Imaged Mar 20/21 at
Pigeon Lake in freezing temperatures; 70 usable 2 min subs in LRGB, QSI 683 CCD camera, 8" Edge HD at F7, focal length
1422mm. Processed using Deep Sky Stacker and StarTools. Image by Tom Owen.
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Upcoming Events, Meetings, and Deadlines

Regular Meetings are held monthly (see below) from September
to June at 7:30pm in TELUS World of Science, 11211 — 142 St.

Admission is free, and everyone is welcome to attend, member
or not. Follow the signs from the main entrance.

Observers meetings are held monthly (see below) at Boston
Pizza in The Mayfield Common, NE of intersection of 170
Street and Stony Plain Road. Contact the observing_group @
edmontonrasc.com for details.

Council meetings are held monthly (see below) from September
to May at 7:15 in room 5-003 of the CCIS* Building on the U of
A campus. Any RASC Edmonton member may attend.

* Centennial Centre for Interdisciplinary Science

MEETINGS

Regular meetings are free and open the public

2020 Regular Council Astro
Café

Jan 13 27 15

Feb 10 24 19

OBS New Full Blackfoot
Moon Moon
20 24 10 24-25
18 23 9 21-22

May 11 25 20
Jun 8 — 17
Jul — — —
Aug — — —
Sep 14 28 16
Oct 19+ 26 21
Nov 9 23 18
Dec 14 — 16

6 22 7 22-23
3 21 5 19-20
8 20 - 17-18
5,31 18 3 14-15
— 17 1 11-12
5 16 1,31 16-17
2 14 30 13-14
2 14 29 11-12

* indicates date bumped by statutory holiday

Edmonton Area Astronomy Discussions:
To subscribe, send a blank email to:
with the subject line:

The above mailing list is completely independent and is not associated with RASC Edmonton Centre in any way.

astro@mailman. srv. ualberta. ca
astro-request@mailman. srv. ualberta. ca
subscribe

Stardust

April 2020



http://www.statutoryholidays.com/
http://www.campusmap.ualberta.ca/
http://www.campusmap.ualberta.ca/
http://www.campusmap.ualberta.ca/
http://www.telusworldofscienceedmonton.com/
http://www.telusworldofscienceedmonton.com/
http://www.telusworldofscienceedmonton.com/

President’s Report by Geoff Robertson

When I was writing my column for the March Stardust,
I was already thinking about what I’d write for April. I was
going to talk about the better weather we’d be having (got
that one wrong) the Oilers in the NHL playoffs (what
playoffs?), Astronomy Day activities (not going to
happen), and the 50™ anniversary of the flight of Apollo 13
(that’s still a thing?).

It’s only been a few weeks since our world turned
upside down but it feels like a year has gone by. I only
leave the house for essential tasks on roads that look even
in rush hour like a Sunday afternoon. There’s no hockey to
watch but there is Tiger King. Strange days indeed.

Before I get to some business, [’'m sure all of you are
aware of Comet 2019 Y4 Atlas. As of April 5" the
prospects are still good that this will be a naked eye object,
but as we saw with Comet ISON in 2013, betting on
comets is no sure thing. I'm hoping for a good show in
May.

All normal RASC activities have been suspended
for the foreseeable future. There will be no in-person
meetings or outreach, Blackfoot, like all provincial parks
and recreation area, is closed, as well as Black Nugget
Lake Park, including the BNLO. That said, we are still
going ahead with some activities where we can gather
online. RASC Edmonton now has a premium Zoom
account and we have already used it to have an Observers
Group and council meeting. We are scheduling some other
online meetings via Zoom. On April 15" there will be
“Astrolmaging Community Café¢” hosted by Abdur, and
April 22™ “Introduction to Stargazing and the Universe”
hosted by Alister. If not already on the website, details will

be posted shortly.

These are and have been small events, but as they say,
“Go Big or Go Home”. On April 13™ our regular meeting
will be online via Zoom. We will have our scheduled
speaker Erik Rosolowsky giving his presentation, “The
PHANGS view of Nearby Galaxies”. We will also have the
100™ edition of Astroimaging Corner. Unfortunately, we
can’t supply juice and cookies via Zoom.

Zoom has tightened up their security protocols after
some very unfortunate and well-publicized crashing of
online meetings. Therefore, for this first go at a regular
meeting we are limiting it to members. In order to
participate with the least amount of headache ,if you don’t
already have a Zoom account, go to https://zoom.us/signup
and sign up for a free account. On the day of, sign into
your account and use this link to join the meeting at or just
before 7:30PM. [The URL should be all one line; you may
need to copy & paste it - editor]

https://zoom.us/j/369803135?
pwd=YjRul.2dxQ2ZnbDhBU2JoRzVSbDFFZz09

You’ll be asked to download an application and then
you will be able to join the meeting. We are limited to 100
people in the meeting. Naturally I would prefer that we
meet in the Zeidler Dome but that isn’t going to happen for
the foreseeable future. For now let’s stay safe and follow
the advice from our government and health officials. We
can still enjoy our passion. The stars continue to shine
despite our problems.

Clear Skies

Triple Reflection Diagnosis by Alister Ling
"What is that glow?" asked Ross.

Figure 1 - Annotated crop from Ross Sinclair's timelapse https://voutu.be/enciugLM0cU
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With so much happening in the moments approaching
sunset, I needed Ross to point out to me the whereabouts of this
unexpected patch of light. I quickly discounted an internal lens
reflection, the source of most UFO accounts: those always form
along the diagonal from a bright source through the center of the
image.

My working hypothesis was a triple reflection of the setting
Sun since that glow was too weak to be directly lit. Many of
Edmonton's buildings are oriented within a few degrees of north-
south, and sport east and west facing glass facades. Being less

than 2 weeks from equinox, the Sun sets close to due west,
putting us in an analogous situation to a hall of mirrors, where
you see reflections heading out to infinity. Flat mirror math is
simple: angle of incidence equals angle of reflection. The setup
here is light comes from behind, reflects off a downtown
building, comes back westward, bounces off an east face to land
as the glow. It's just a matter of tracking it backward.

First step was identifying the building, which is
straightforward thanks to GoogleMap's 3D functionality.

Figure 2 - GoogleMaps' view from above Ross' apartment. It wouldn't quite me get to a low
enough angle to replicate the sight line from Ross' balcony. G is the position of the glow.

Next, one identifies which building face is well-placed to be causing the final glow:

Figure 3 - Westward view from above the target building, at lower right. Courtesy GoogleMaps.
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Well, one tower stands out like a sore thumb <grin>. Other
building faces are possible, but it is wise to start with the obvious

choice. The Pearl has multiple facets, but the majority face due
east and west, as near to 90/270 as I have previously measured.

Figure 4 - The Pearl tower (at right) from a February 2016 sunrise, showing how bright a direct (first order) reflection is at a
distance of roughly 4 km.

Going with that presumption, what is the angle of incidence
on the Pearl? The Photographer's Ephemeris (TPE) has a handy
tool to measure azimuths, putting it at 266 from the glow, or 4
degrees from due west. This means that from the Pearl's
perspective, the sunlight must arrive from 4 degrees south of due

east, an azimuth of 94. Placing TPE's home pin on the Pearl and
placing the secondary pin at Az 94 just past downtown, all I have
to do is look along the gray line until I come across a building
that is tall enough to catch the Sun's rays from the Pearl's
perspective.
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Figure 5 - the sight line crossing Chateau Lacombe. Courtesy
The Photographer's Ephemeris/Google.
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Figure 6 - a ray hitting a 45 degree angle mirror comes out at 90.

From http://smurfslight. blogspot.com

Chateau Lacombe has many facets at a series of angles. A
couple of years ago I noted that there are 18 "ribs" around the
360 degree circle, each one sporting windows square to that rib. I
carefully measured the angles ending with a value of -2 degrees
for the E and W faces. Doubling that means a light ray will
change by -4 degrees from its angle of incidence. The 8 degrees
becomes 4, which means that the Chateau Lacombe windows
reflect the setting Sun exactly onto the Pearl, which redirects that
perfectly onto the side of that building, which then reflects it
back to Ross.
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The sequence took place on the superbly clear Monday
evening March 9, 2020. A lot of people across the province and
around the world took pictures of the near-full Moon, in our case
7 hours after. Sadly, many of those posted are gross
misrepresentations, being wildly photoshopped into monstrous
overly-coloured composites.

Epilogue

I showed this to Ross, to which he replied - oh neat, I hadn't
seen that, I was looking at something else! Oh well, subject for a
future article.
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My Herschel 400 Observing Project by Luca Vanzella

By August 2015 at Saskatchewan Summer Star Party
(SSSP), I had observed all but six objects in the RASC Finest
NGC list. Following what I thought was a natural progression for
deep sky observing after the Messier Catalogue (already
completed) and the RASC Finest NGC List, I decided that my
next observing project would be the Herschel 400 (and I would
pick up the remaining Finest NGC's along the way).

The Herschel 400 is a list of 400 galaxies, nebulae, and star
clusters selected from the Catalogue of Nebulae and Clusters of
Stars published by William Herschel and his sister Caroline. The
objects were selected by members of the Ancient City
Astronomy Club in St. Augustine, Florida circa 1980 to provide
amateur astronomers with an observing project beyond the
Messier Catalogue. The Herschel 400 forms the basis of the
Astronomical League's Herschel 400 Observing Program'. The
objects range in brightness from 4th to 13th magnitude, with the
vast majority (321 objects) from 9th to 12th magnitude.

The Herschel 400 contains 17 objects that are also in the
Messier Catalogue”® and 83 objects that are also in the RASC
Finest NGC List’. Since the latter two lists have no overlap, by
August 2015, although I didn't realize it at the time, I had in fact
already observed about one quarter of the Herschel 400. My plan
was to observe all 400 objects even if I had previously observed
them (although in the end it didn't work out quite that way).

By this time, I was using SkySafari for planning and
tracking my observing projects. The SkySafari website contains a
repository of observing lists crowd-contributed by users (but not
necessarily vetted by anyone)®. The website has two offerings for
the Herschel 400: by constellation and by season’. I decided to
download and use the four SkySafari skylist files for the
Herschel 400 by season since that's how I had worked on the
Finest NGC's. At this point, unbeknownst to me, Murphy joined
my observing project and would make three appearances.

On the particularly nice evening of New Year's Day January
2016 at the future home of the Black Nugget Lake Observatory
(BNLO), I started on the Herschel 400 with the first four objects
in the winter group. In May 2016 at BNLO, I really got going on
the list by observing 90 objects in the spring group. In August
2016 at SSSP, I picked up another 35 objects. In March 2017
(after an aborted Bimarathon in Maui’), I observed 75 objects in
three nights. Another 27 objects were identified at BNLO one
particularly nice night in December 2017. I scooped up another
21 objects over two nights in March 2018 at BNLO. In May
2018, I was able to get 42 objects at a family camping location in
Alberta. Another 24 objects were logged in three nights across
September, November and December 2018 at BNLO.

The Saga of the 400th H400 (Enter MURPHY)

By March 2019, I thought all I had left to do was one object
in the winter group, 31 in the spring group and 29 in the summer
group. I figured I could get them that month, which I did in three
great all-nighters in Maui. I thought I was done, but then I
noticed that somehow I had MISSED getting one of the fall
group objects (NGC 613) along the way. I tried in vain to get
NGC 613 in the very early evening in Maui but the sky was just
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too bright before the object set. Oh well I thought, I will get the
400th object back in Alberta.

As I prepared to observe the 400th object in October 2019, I
reviewed my observations in SkySafari and realized that I had
also MISSED getting one of the spring group objects (NGC
4752) along the way. OK I thought, I will observe NGC 613 in
October and NGC 4752 in the spring of 2020. In October 2019 in
Arizona, while working on the Astronomical League's Multiple
Star observing program?®, I got NGC 613. The 399" object down,
one to go.

On March 20, 2020 at BNLO, I swung the 18" Barry Arnold
Memorial Telescope (BAMT) to NGC 4752 in Coma Berenices
and tried to observe the 400" object. It was then that I noticed
NGC 4752 is a 15th mag spiral galaxy. I should be able to get it
with an 18" scope, I thought. Hah! I nailed the field, but I could
not see it. I asked uber experienced deep sky observer Alister
Ling to come have a look. He thought he teased it out, but I could
not honestly say that I had seen it. Perhaps the snow covered
landscape contributed to too much sky brightness? Maybe next
New Moon window with no snow on the ground, I thought.

Since I was close to completing the project, I decided to
compile my observing log from the observations I had tracked in
SkySafari. SkySafari includes a cloud storage option called
LiveSky to backup and manage observations on the web. I
downloaded all of the Herschel 400 observations from LiveSky
in CSV format to create a spreadsheet, but the data did not
download cleanly. This made for quite a job getting the data into
shape - but that's another story. To my surprise, the downloaded
data included an observation for NGC 4752 back in March 2017!
I don't know why the observation was in the LiveSky cloud
storage but not in SkySafari on my tablet (I guess some sync
error had occurred - yet another story). My comment on the
March 2017 observation of NGC 4752 said "VA{ff". I wondered
why I saw it in a 10" scope, albeit "V{ff", but not in the 18"
BAMT. It didn't occur to me to ask why was a 15th mag galaxy
in the Herschel 400? Oh well, I had bagged the 400™ object; the
project is complete. Time to write it up.

I decided to do a final comparison of the objects listed in my
Herschel 400 list (based on the four SkySafari skylist files for the
Herschel 400 by season) against the list published on the
Astronomical League website. Turns out that the skylist file for
the spring group contains NGC 4752 whereas the Astronomical
League lists NGC 4725 (a 9th mag galaxy). Someone had
apparently TRANSPOSED two digits. Talk about an error that's
hard to notice’: Both 4752 and 4725 are in galaxies Coma
Berenices, fairly near each other in the constellation and to boot,
both objects appear in the same position in the Herschel 400 if
included.

So I was back to needing one more object to complete the
Herschel 400. Or was 1? I checked in SkySafari to see if I had
recorded any observations for NGC 4725. Boom, an observation
appeared from February 2013. Turns out I had observed NGC
4725 when doing the RASC Finest NGC list! In my excitement,
even though the observation was from a prior observing list, I
decided to count it. Whew, my Herschel 400 project was
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complete!

Overall, the project has been rewarding and fun. Over the
last few years, whenever I found myself under clear nighttime
skies equipped with a telescope, whether or not I had an

were manual. Sometimes the GoTo worked well and other times
not so much (I'm looking at you, SkyWatcher). With the manual
telescopes, the star hops to acquire the targets were fun since
there was always something interesting to see along the hop. If
you are an aficionado of faint fuzzies, the Herschel 400 should be

observing plan, I always had the Herschel 400 list to provide in your observing plans.
targets. Of the four telescopes I used, two were GoTo and two

Vital Statistics

Elapsed time to complete project: 6 years, 8 months, 15 days

» Started: Feb 6, 2013 (NGC 4725)

e Ended: October 20, 2019 (NGC 613)

e The bulk of the observations (393 objects) were made in about 3 years from May 2016 to March 2019°

Most Productive Sessions: 4 (268 objects)

90 May 2,3,4, 2016 at BNLO (Alberta)

* 75 March 25,27,29, 2017at La Perouse Bay and Kihei (Maui)

e 42 May 19,20,21, 2018 at Bumsted (Alberta)

* 61 March 2,4,5, 2019 at Ahihi Bay (Maui)

Number of observing sites: 8
e 3in Alberta
e 3in Maui
¢ 1 in Saskatchewan
e 1in Arizona

Number of Telescopes Used: 4

e My 10" Genstar (Newtonian Reflector)

e A friend's 11" Celestron CPC (Schmidt-Cassegrain) (thanks Sheldon and Kelly!)
* My 12" SkyWatcher (Newtonian Reflector)
* RASC Edmonton Centre's 18" BAMT (Newtonian Reflector)

Most Used Eyepiece: 10mm Televue Delos (360 objects)

e 127x (10" Genstar)
e 150x (12" SkyWatcher)
e 280x (11" Celestron CPC)

Observing Log

List Catalog ID Type Mag Con Date Comments
10 NGC 253 GX 8.9 Scl 2018-12-08 21:00 Nice galaxy, bit of structure.
12 NGC 288 GC 7.2 5cl 2018-12-08 21:02 Faint.
37 NGC 908 GX 11 Cet 2018-12-08 22:19 Faint
53 NGC 1535 PN 9.3 Eri 2018-12-08 22:37
47 NGC 1407 GX 106 Eri  2018-12-08 22:46 31mm Nagler showed smudge, 14mm Meade ultrawide revealed a core.
64 NGC 1964 GX 116 lep  2019-03-01 23:23  Ghostly, slightly elongated.
118 NGC 2613 GX 11 Pyx  2019-03-02 00:22  Ghostly, roundish.
128 NGC 2811 GX 117 Hyd 2019-03-02 00:42  Brighter core, slightly elongated.
134 NGC 2974 GX 11 Sex  2019-03-02 00:53  Slightly elongated. Star right beside, not shown in Sky Safari. Shows as NGC 2974
inss.
144 NGC 3184 GX 9.6 UMa 2019-03-02 02:31 Bigand ghostly.
181 NGC 3675 GX 11.5 UMa 2019-03-02 02:38 Brighter core, elongated, reminds of spiral. One of the better H400.
186 NGC 3813 GX 117 UMa 2019-03-02 02:48 Elongated.
193 NGC 3941 GX 9.8 UMa 2019-03-02 02:53  Bright core, round halo, looks like a galaxy.
187 NGC 3877 GX 10.9 UMa 2019-03-02 03:01 Nice thin galaxy!
188 NGC 3893 GX 113 UMa 2019-03-02 03:06 Good one! Mottled looking. Can also see NGC 3896 right beside.
195 NGC 3949 GX 11 UMa 2019-03-02 03:09 Nice. Reminds of Andromeda in a small scope.
183 NGC 3726 GX 10.8 UMa 2019-03-02 03:14 Amorphous looking roundish blob.
192 NGC 3938 GX 115 UMa 2019-03-02 03:24 Roundish, vaguely spiral.
207 NGC 4051 GX 11 UMa 2018-03-02 03:29 Amorphous but galactic looking.
208 NGC 4085 GX 11.8 UMa 2019-03-02 03:59 Skinny, elongated. In same field as 4088.
209 NGC 4088 GX 10.9 UMa 2019-03-02 03:59 Fatter, elongated. In same field as 4085.
184 NGC 3729 GX 11.7 UMa 2019-03-02 04:03 Roundish, small core. Also 3718 in same field.
177 NGC 3631 GX 112 UMa 2019-03-02 04:12 Vaguely roeund, bit of core.
154 NGC 3310 GX  10.1 UMa 2019-03-02 04:22 Round blob with bright core.
171 NGC 3610 GX 112 UMa 2019-03-02 04:28 Small blob, core looks stellar.
172 NGC 3613 GX 11.2 UMa 2019-03-02 04:31 Meh.
173 NGC 3619 GX 117 UMa 2019-03-02 04:31 Meh.
141 NGC 3147 GX 10.9 Dra  2013-03-02 03:12 Roundish blob, slight brightening at core.
137 NGC 3034, M82  GX 8.8 UMa 2019-03-02 05:20 Also viewed M 81.
197 NGC 3962 GX 113t 2019-03-02 06:23  slightly out of round, bit of core brightening.
202 NGC 4027 GX 115 Crv  2019-03-02 06:29 Amorphous blob with slight brightening at core.
205 NGC 4038 GX 115 Crv  2019-03-02 06:32 Heart shaped, one side dimmer than the other.
285 NGC 4856 GX 1L5 Vir  2019-03-02 06:37 Elongated with brighter core. With averted, looks like a galaxy.

Figure 1 — An excerpt of my Herschel 400 observing log.

Notes
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1 https://www.astroleague.org/al/obsclubs/herschel/h400l1stc.html

2 https://www.rasc.ca/messier-objects
3 https://www.rasc.ca/finest-ngc-objects

4 https://www.skysafariastronomy.com/repositories/index.php?dir=skylist&theme=onyx

5 The Astronomical League website states "there is an object on the list on the website that is different from an object that appears on
the list in the manual." The website lists NGC 7814 whereas the manual lists NGC 1750. Evidently the SkySafari skylist files by
season are based on the manual since they include NGC 1750, whereas the skylist files by constellation include NGC 7814. The

Astronomical League accepts either object.

6 In May 2016 at BNLO, I somehow missed getting two of the remaining six Finest NGC's. In August 2016 at SSSP, I got four of the
remaining six Finest NGC's). I bagged the final two Finest NGC's in March 2017.

7 http://warrenfinlay.com/list of bimarathoners.html

8 https://www.astroleague.org/content/multiple-star-observing-program

9 As of March 2020, the skylist files "3 Herschel The Spring Group" and "H400 All" still contain the erroneous NGC 4752. This has
been reported in the support forums'®. As it turns out, on the SkySafari website, the SkySafari skylist files for the Herschel 400 by

constellation contain the correct object NGC 4725.

10 https://support.simulationcurriculum.com/hc/en-us/community/topics

In Focus: Maintaining Your Geekiness During the Pandemic by Daisy Alferez

Practicing physical or social distancing and self-isolation to
help limit the spread of COVID-19 can have different effects on
people. Some are adapting to it as best they can while others are
short on ideas on what to do with their sudden excess of time.

For observers out there, it is almost inconsequential. What
spare time? The Sun, the Moon, and the celestial bodies are still
revealing themselves as per schedule. Observers can carry on
with their craft while maintaining physical distancing — although
they may be limited to their backyard and property. Going to the
usual dark sky preserve sites at provincial and national parks is
not only impossible, but also illegal. However, that does not stop
them from honing their skills and capturing marvelous photos
(from “safe” locations), which is always a treat for all of us when
they share it on Astrolmaging Corner.

Keeping in touch with family and friends through phone and
video chat is the new norm for most of the carbon units around
the world, including our RASC Edmonton Centre. Who is
excited about Prez Geoff’s announcement about our first-ever
virtual members’ meeting on April 13? 1t’s definitely one for the
history books of RASC.

Stardust

While reading a few books, sharing astrophotography tricks,
browsing the internet, and cooking new recipes are very effective
forms of healthy distraction from the COVID crisis we are
facing, we may still find ourselves feeling the absence of social
activities and interaction. If you ever feel this way, try to
reminisce memories of your destination vacations or give some
attention to your novelty item collection.

I can help you with the latter. As a limited-edition collector
myself, I am sometimes surprised to see an item I never realized
I had. That is an instant dose of endorphins right there. I also find
it fascinating to see and know what tickles other people’s fancy.
Therefore, I was on a mission to snoop on some of our
distinguished members’ personal novelty collections, while
checking out how they are coping with this self-isolation and
how their passion for astronomy has helped. So please indulge
me in my virtual paparazzi stint.

My first paparazzi victim is none other than Sir Doug Hube.
From beer can and biscuit tin to postage stamps and limited
edition prints, these items have some interesting stories behind
them.
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(A) The beer can is a commemoration of the February 1998
solar eclipse. It was produced locally. And for the taste? “I do not
drink beer so cannot vouch for the taste but the can was cleverly
designed,” quips Sir Doug.

(B) Also in commemoration of a solar eclipse—this time, for
the August 1999 total solar eclipse—is a biscuit tin from
Cornwall, England. “Most of England was clouded-out for the
event, but we were not. We observed the event in company with
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several of my 2nd cousins and some local friends from the Isles
of Scilly, a cluster of islands approximately 40 km off Lands
End, England. My maternal grandmother was a Scillonian and
many generations of my ancestors are buried there, so I consider
the Scilly Isles to be something of an ancestral homeland. We
have visited the Islands many times, most recently in 2017.
Combining a visit with an eclipse was a very special occasion,”
Sir Doug explains. It is obvious that the biscuits from the biscuit
tin were delicious and didn’t even make it to Edmonton.
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(C) While in Curacao for the February 1998 total solar
eclipse, Sir Doug was able to acquire this limited edition print.
“The print represents the arms of the Moon enveloping the Sun.
We shared that event with several other Edmonton RASCers,”
reminisces Sir Doug.

(D) Postage stamps! These stamps were produced by
Indonesia to commemorate the total solar eclipse of March 2016.
Sir Doug recalls, “In company with Janet Couch, Joan and I
made a special trip into Jakarta and visited the main post office in
order to purchase the stamps. The local post offices either had
not heard about them, or did not have them in stock.”

(E) Last but not least of his treasured mementos is a signed
poster of Clyde Tombaugh — discoverer of Pluto — addressed to
the Hube family during Tombaugh’s visit to Edmonton in
October 1989. “That was a year before the 60th anniversary of
the discovery of that dwarf planet which, in 1989, was still listed
as a major planet. Several RASC members attended Clyde’s
presentation at the University. Clyde, his wife, and his assistant
were invited to dinner at our home. Our daughters still express a
bit of excitement at the realization that they had dinner with one
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of the most famous astronomers of the 20th century.”

It is no secret that Sir Doug and Joan travel a lot. They have
first-hand experience of being on one of those now notorious
cruise ships. Having their vacation halted by the COVID-19
crisis sounds unthinkable — and even scary. Thank goodness,
they were not stuck at sea like some other Canadians. They
returned home safely from a partially aborted cruise — Dubai to
Cape Town — on March 22. They were in self-isolation until
April 7.

“The isolation, plus the cancellation of a course that I was to
give in May, and the cancellation of several meetings, has been
almost a gift: [ am able to concentrate on several projects that
had been set aside in recent months due to other commitments.
On the other hand, we realize that the pandemic is going to
continue for several months, that it will have serious impacts on
every individual; and long-lasting impacts on the local and
national economies. It is a wake-up call, I suggest, for all of us.
There will be other pandemics in the future, and this one should
serve to prepare us to handle the next ones more effectively.” —
Very wise remarks by Sir Doug.
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“It’s not a doll, it’s an action figure,” quips Prez Geoff Robertson.
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(A) These dolls...er...action figures are one of the reasons I
wanted to write this special feature. Aren’t they gorgeous?
(Pardon my choice of adjective. I have a couple of gorgeous
dolls, too.) Let’s hear what Prez Geoff says about this collection.

“Gl-Joe. I’ve had a few over the years starting when they
came out in the 60s. In the 70s, I animated them in Super 8mm
film epics. Sometime in the 90s, they re-issued their Mercury
Astronaut. I saw it and thought, why not. Then they brought out a
Robert Crippen in a shuttle pumpkin suit, followed by Buzz
Aldrin in a really bad Apollo EVA suit. Then Dragon brought out
a very good Apollo A7-L suit. They stand together on one of my
shelves.”

(E) This is Prez Geoff’s To-infinity-and-beyond collection.
“I use to build and launch model rockets on a regular basis. I also
lost quite a few, either by having them land in an inaccessible
location, having the recovery system fail or structural failure in
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(B) “Don’t panic!” Good advice especially during a
pandemic. However, I guess this is about something else. Right,
Prez? “I first read a Hitchhikers Guide to the Galaxy in the last
half of the 1970s. Of course, I read all five books of the trilogy.
Over the years, | gave away the books to make room for more,
but a few years back, one of my kids gave me a boxed set so |
have them again, and they are just as funny.”

(C and D) And, more books? “I have a whole set of Haynes
Workshop Manuals dedicated to space themed subjects. They
look at first glance like one of their car repair manuals but they
cover such things as the Lunar Rover, Voyager, Soyuz, Saturn V,
and the StarShip Enterprise. They are chock-a-block full of
information and I really like them,” explains the Prez.
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flight. Surprisingly, I still have the very first rocket I ever built
and flew. It has had dozens of flights, been repaired many times
and even had its engine mount rebuilt. I retired it back in the
80s.”

April 2020 12



(F) Prez Geoff also builds models as his other hobby. “I’ve
built hundreds since my first, a USS Nautilus made by Aurora I
bought at the local drug store. I use to build a kit the same day I
bought it. Now I take my time. I build factual spacecraft, aircraft
and some sci-fi. My main problem is what to do with them once
they are built. I only have so much room. The photos are US
space craft 1961-75, USSR/Russian 1961-Present, space shuttle
stack, all in 1/72 scale, Saturn V and USSR N-1 both in 1/144
scale, Jupiter C/Explorer 1 and launch gantry in 1/110 scale and a
Martian war machine for the 1953 George Pal movie, War of the
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Worlds, no scale.”

Definitely, Prez Geoff is not one who will run out of things
to do if there is a total lockdown. His cool disposition and his
geeky collection and hobbies will keep him busy for a very long
time. “We are just hunkering down, only going out when we
have to and avoiding other people. I’ve been out of town
observing once since this started but for the most part, I stay in
the backyard and will try and ride this out.”
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Vice Prez Tom Owen shared a couple of novelty items he
has in his possession. I spy a doll...wait, is it technically called a
doll?

“It’s an Einstein bobblehead doll that I picked up at the
American Museum of Natural History a few years ago. In the
photo, it is on the table next to my 1958 Fecker Celestar 4"
reflector, which I received as a Bar Mitzvah present from my
parents back in 1967. I suppose it could be considered a novelty

item: there are fewer than 50 left anywhere.”

So how’s our vice prez coping these days? “Astronomy has
been a great relief to me during this pandemic. I enjoy following
the dialogues on the Astro List, and getting out under the stars
and astroimaging; and then spending hours processing and
reprocessing new and old images. As Bruce McCurdy has said,
there is always more to learn.”
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Dr. Sharon Morsink is one of the people I know who has a
few astronomy-themed apparel and accessories. She was kind
enough to let me pry into her photos. When she started working
from home (since third week of March), she has posted on her
social media a few photos of the socks she wore on a given day. |
thought it was pretty cool and it inspired me to ask other
members to share the same as a fun way to distract ourselves
from these unprecedented times. So here we are.

Stardust

“I'm not sure how well I'm dealing with the pandemic. I am
working from home. One of the things that I'm doing to keep up
my daily routine is to change out of my pyjamas every day! I
often wear the astro socks along with other astronomy themed-
shirts (such as the dinosaur constellation sweatshirt) and
leggings, which helps liven up all the video conference calls that
I end up having to do,” shares Dr. Morsink.
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Truth be told, every RASC member has at least a pair of
geeky or astronomy-themed socks. Kent Martens has at least
three pairs: the Einstein socks, the globe socks, and the Starry
Night socks.

Aside from his telescope, of course, another favourite
astronomy-related item he has in his house is the solar system
hanging in his kitchen bay. He also has prints of Starry Night and
the solar system on the wall (but not shown here).

Like the Hubes, Kent and Carolyn also completed a 14-day
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quarantine after returning from their Hawaii trip in early March.
“We got back from holidays just in time to go into house
arrest! I've gone through holiday pictures, Carolyn has gone for
walks, and we've been playing a word-card-game called
Quidler. Carolyn has the game high score, I have the individual
hand high score. And I've been trying to learn Pixinsight. I'm also
learning to chew a rawhide bone like a dog and my dental bill is
going to be horrendous. Anything to distract from the gong show
going on around us. Wine or beer or brandy, anyone? Scotch?”
How about a raincheck, Kent?

April 2020 16



JURTER

NS = T Lirg

What better gift to give an astronomy buff than framed
cross-stitch of the solar system planets? Jay Lavender’s sister,
Carol-Anne, got it all figured out a few years ago. Jay
incrementally received these presents on his birthday and during
Christmas. But this year, due to the pandemic, he did not get one
for his birthday. (No pressure, Carol-Anne.)

Nevertheless, Jay says, “I am happy to see that majority of
the people in the City of Edmonton are taking the self-isolation
(public health) order seriously. I am amazed at how many
different forms of technology exist allowing us to stay connected
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with family and friends. I feel lucky and privileged to have the
ability to conduct my work from home.”

Now that we have seen a few — should I say — geeky
collections, I hope this will inspire you to revisit one of your own
collections that makes you want to throw a little feel-good party
in your brain, or start a new hobby or collection to beat the
feeling of isolation brought on by the pandemic.

Stay safe. Stay home. It just might save lives.
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Visit our
Gift Shop
for all your

stargazing
needs!

TELUS Everything you need to explore the night sky, featuring Celestron
WORLD products, binoculars, telescope accessories and astronomy booksl
Of SCIENCE | Plus: o wide range of general science merchandise.

Y 11211142 Street Edmonton, AB TSM 4Al1 - 780.451.3344 - twose.cd
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