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Mars: recent images from Curiosity show what looks like dried mud. Image courtesy Wikimedia Commons.
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https://www.universetoday.com/143676/curiosity-finds-a-region-of-ancient-dried-mud-it-could-have-been-an-oasis-billions-of-year-ago/
https://mars.nasa.gov/msl/home/


RASC Edmonton Centre Contact Information see also http://edmontonrasc.com/contact/

Mailing address RASC Edmonton Centre On the web http://edmontonrasc.com
788, 10301 104 St. http://www.facebook.com
Edmonton, AB, T5J 1B9 https://twitter.com/EdmontonRASC
Canada http://www.youtube.com/user/edmontonrasc

Observing Deck 780-452-9100 x2249

Stardust submissions: Submit articles by email to the editor (see above). Please include STARDUST or RASC in the subject so
your email doesn’t end up in the spam bin. Submission deadline is the 2nd Sunday before the monthly meeting; see following
page for dates. Any standard document file type is acceptable (MSOffice, OpenOffice, LibreOffice, et al.) but plain text is preferred.
Do not layout and format your article. Your labour will only be discarded. Submit clearly identified images/graphics as separate
files, do not embed them in the document; indicate captions and references to them within the text. Do not consider your article
successfully submitted until you receive a confirmation email from the editor.

Stardust October 2019 2

http://www.youtube.com/user/edmontonrasc
https://twitter.com/EdmontonRASC
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=22717338932
http://edmontonrasc.com/
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Upcoming Events, Meetings, and Deadlines

Regular Meetings are held monthly (see below) from September
to June at 7:30pm in T  ELUS   World of Science, 11211 – 142 St.  

Admission is free, and everyone is welcome to attend, member 
or not. Follow the signs from the main entrance.

Observers meetings are held monthly (see below) at Boston 
Pizza in The Mayfield Common, NE of intersection of 170 
Street and Stony Plain Road. Contact the observing_group @ 
edmontonrasc.com for details.

Council meetings are held monthly (see below) from September 
to May at 7:15 in room 5-003 of the CCIS  *   Building   on the U of 
A campus. Any RASC Edmonton member may attend.

* Centennial Centre for Interdisciplinary Science

MEETINGS
Regular meetings are free and open the public

* indicates date bumped by statutory holiday

Edmonton Area Astronomy Discussions: astro@mailman. srv. ualberta. ca
To subscribe, send a blank email to: astro-request@mailman. srv. ualberta. ca 
with the subject line: subscribe

The above mailing list is completely independent and is not associated with RASC Edmonton Centre in any way. 
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President’s Report by Geoff Robertson

As I write this, I’m gob smacked that so far the 2019-2020
Oilers don’t look terrible. One can hope that continues. But that’s
not the only thing that’s different; as Bob Dylan wrote,  For the
times they are a-changin’. 

Many  of  you  will  be  aware  of  the  legislation  passed
regarding Green Laser Pointers (GLP). For those who aren’t, in a
nutshell,  because  of  a  few  jackasses  shining  a  GLP  into  the
cockpit of aircraft, laser pointers with an output above 1 mW are
illegal to use outside a private residence. For an overview of the
rules and regulations go to this Transport Canada website:

https://www.tc.gc.ca/en/services/transportation-security/aviation/
hand-held-lasers-legally-safely.html

A special exemption was sought and granted to the RASC
for the use of GLPs up to an output of 5mW, but there are several
conditions to their use. To name a few of these conditions:

● They can only be used at sanctioned RASC events. 
● Only  trained  personal  are  allowed  to  use  GLPs  at

sanctioned events.
● A designated spotter must be present at the event.
● Approval  of  the local  RASC centre  must be formally

requested at least 8 hours prior to the event.
● Correct documentation must be available at the event.  
● A  report  must  be  prepared  and  submitted  at  the

conclusion of the event.
● They cannot be used within exclusion zones outlined on

the transport Canada website. 
● See http://www.rasc.ca/laser-pointer-usage for more.

To  that  end,  at  the  September  23rd meeting  of  RASC
Edmonton Council, the position of GLP Coordinator was created.
Clayton Knoll was appointed to that position with myself serving
as the alternate.

On October 16th the first GLP training session took place
for  RASC Edmonton members.  The majority  of  those present
will be using this training at the  Jasper Dark Sky Festival later
this month. There will be another training session in March 2020.
If  you  wish  to  be  trained  and  certified  please  let  Clayton  or

myself know in the new year. 

Also, take note that the city is a collection of intersecting
exclusion zones.  It is illegal to use a GLP above 1mW in the
City of Edmonton. That includes the observatory in Coronation
Park. If you choose to use a GLP at a non-approved event, or
within an exclusion area, even if it is for astronomy, you’re on
your  own.  You  may  be  facing  a  steep  fine  and  or  a  prison
sentence. The best advice I can offer is if you’re not certified and
not at a RASC approved event, leave the laser pointer at home.
The exemption for the RASC took a lot of work by a national
committee. It would be a pity if an act of foolishness causes this
exemption to be revoked. 

Events  of  the  past  months  have  caused  some discussion
about of the Astrolist and whether our Centre should have a role
in  its  administration.  As  the  disclaimer  says  at  the  bottom of
every message This list is NOT sanctioned by RASC Edmonton.
Currently  the  list  is  run  off  a  U  of  A server.  There  is  one
administrator,  but  there  is  no  moderator  per  se.  This  will  be
changing. We are going to transfer the Astrolist to a new server
with  moderators  made  up  of  a  group  of  Centre  members.
Because  of  privacy  concerns,  the identities  of  posters  has  not
been shown on the current Astrolist for many months. The new
list  will  not  have  that  issue.  Whether  the  archives  of  the  old
Astrolist can be transferred to the new one is not yet known. I
understand that we will be able to transfer the membership over
without people having to re-apply. The date of the switchover is
not yet known, but there will be proper notice given. There will
be more information as it is available.

2020  RASC  Calendars  will  be  on  sale  starting  at  the
October 21 meeting for $15.00 ea. This is 20% below the retail
price. They make a great gift. 

Due to Remembrance Day falling on our regular meeting
day, the November meeting is on the 18th. 

A  transit  of  Mercury,  the  last  one  until  2032,  will  be
occurring as the Sun rises on November 11th.

 That’s all for now. As always, clear skies.

The 2019 RASC General Assembly by Alister Ling

Firstly, put June 5-7 on your calendar for the 2020 GA in
the beautiful Vancouver suburb of Coquitlam B.C.!

I  had  a  very  enjoyable  time  at  the  Toronto  General
Assembly  during  the  Father's  Day  weekend  back  in  June!
Fortuitously,  it  coincided  with  my  return  from  Europe  on  a
stopover to visit my brother.

The  highlight  of  every  GA  is  making  new  friends  and
hanging out with those made over the decades. One of the first
things  you realize  about  astronomy is  the  wonderful  sense  of
community we have. With so many more people than just one
Centre, there is always someone else who is also interested in the
sub-niche  you  are.  Whether  it  is  public  outreach,  observing,

Canadian  astronomy  history,  to  robotic  observatories  and
confirming exo-planets from your backyard, there are others who
dig the same stuff.

The great  team of volunteers  not only kept  the meetings
running smoothly, they also put on 3 star nights and tours at the
York University observatory. It started with the wine and cheese
and informal  presentations followed by chit-chat  on Thursday,
then followed through with more technical (and non-technical!)
presentations  on  Friday  and  Saturday.  I  quite  enjoyed  the
interactive session on attracting and keeping youth in the RASC.

That sense of community extends beyond Canada out to the
world. In fact, this GA was a joint meeting with the AAVSO, the
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American Association of Variable Star Observers.  It's amazing
what you as citizen scientist can contribute data-wise with your
eyes and binoculars all the way up to the use of fancy equipment!

Had you attended, you would have been be struck by the
level  of  commitment  (passion)  folks  across  Canada have,  and
still  have  enough  to  give  of  their  time  to  being  committee
members. But the RASC needs more as it continues to expand
into the 21st  century,  and we would be grateful  and happy to
have you give of your time to sit in one of the several  vacant
positions  in  our  national  Society.  There  are  openings  in
Astroimaging,  Awards,  Constitution,  Education  &  Public
Outreach,  Finance,  Fundraising,  History,  Information
Technology, Light-Pollution Abatement, Nominating,

Membership & Development, Observing, and Publications.
If you have concerns that impact the national scale, please let me,
as your national representative convey them if you cannot do that
yourself at this time.

A very personal highlight for me was being present at the

launch  of  David  Levy's  autobiography  "A  Nightwatchman's
Journey - the road not taken". David was interviewed by noted
by Canadian science journalist Ivan Semeniuk. Coincidentally, it
was the 25th anniversary of comet Shoemaker-Levy 9 crashing
into Jupiter, a spell-binding set of megatonne explosions whose
dark post-impact scars anyone with a 60mm scope could witness.
The story and some of the lesser-known tidbits are recounted in
the autobiography, available from the RASC eStore (to give or
be given to as a present on any occasion). Some of you do not
know that David was one of the key mentors I had when I was
only  15-16  years  old!  David  encouraged  my  writing  for  the
Montreal  Centre  Skyward  newsletter  which  eventually  carried
me to Astronomy magazine columnist. And I was not joking last
month  about  getting  a  D-minus  in  english  when  I  was  in
secondary school - that long set of three awful years ended when
I was given the chance to write about my blossoming passion of
astronomy!

Now  it's  time  to  ponder  your  late  spring  schedule  and
participate in next year's General Assembly in Coquitlam!

In Focus: Larry Wood by Daisy Alferez

Keeping visual astronomy alive

One  can’t  stress  enough  the  importance  and  benefits  of
reading.  Reading  develops  our  minds  and  gives  us  endless
knowledge. It has been reported that experts from different fields
and successful CEOs like Steve Jobs and Elon Musk read a book
per week. That’s 52 books per year!

Our  very  own  Larry  Wood attributed  his  becoming  a
serious  visual  observer  to  the  book  Planetary  Nebulae:  A
Practical  Guide  and  Handbook  for  Amateur  Astronomers by
Steven J.  Hynes.  According  to  Larry,  he was  also inspired to
become a serious visual  observer  by the small  group of  Dave
Clyburn,  Randy Pakan,  Paul  Campbell,  and a  couple  of  other
members. “They showed me the way to become a good visual
observer,” adds Larry.

Larry is currently the Observing Group Director for RASC
Edmonton Centre. He has held the same role—for at least three
different  terms—with evident  enjoyment.  He loves keeping in
contact with other visual observers who share the same passion,
and what better way to do it than by leading the group himself. 

Since  joining  the  RASC  30  years  ago,  he  has  been
passionate  about  planetary  nebulae.  “I  love  viewing  as  many
planetary  nebulae  as  I  can.”  When  asked  what  he  finds  most
challenging about his hobby, “My eyesight isn't what it once was
and the odd memory lapse doesn't  help,  so trips to the finder
charts are more frequent,” Larry quips.

As  the  recipient  of  the  2008  George  Moores  Memorial

Award for Excellence in Public Education and the 2017 Observer
of  the Year  Award,  here’s  what  Larry  has  to  say,  “I  feel  the
volunteering  at  the  RASC  observatory  and  many  sidewalk
astronomy sessions I participated in were the major plus. I really
enjoyed showing the sky to the public and was much delighted in
receiving the awards.”

Larry acknowledges that he is not volunteering as often as
he  used  to,  but  he  never  missed  to  attend  the  monthly
membership meeting and the observers meeting. He also goes out
for  dark  sky  observing  whenever  the  Moon  and  the  weather
allow it. Aside from that, Larry spends most of his time looking
after  things  at  home.  One  could  seek  his  advice  on  personal
matters. And do you know why? Larry and Joyce celebrated their
48th wedding anniversary in September. That’s 600 new moons
since  they have  been  wed!  It  is  a  milestone  achievement  that
deserves celebration.

Well, one piece of advice that Larry could certainly give to
newcomers to amateur astronomy is, “Keep looking up and get
out to a dark site as often as possible.”

Did you know? 

After  doing  physical  jobs  for  the  first  22  years  of  his
working  life,  Larry  obtained  a  Civil  Engineering  Technology
diploma from NAIT and worked at three “tech” jobs for 20 years.
And for the next 13 years, as his retirement job, he was employed
part time by Telus World of Science Edmonton (TWOSE) as a
projector operator at the IMAX theatre.  He also worked at the
TWOSE Observatory for four summers in the late 1990s.
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Receiving his 2000 hours volunteering award from TWOSE. With his 12.5 inch scope during a sidewalk
astronomy outreach at the Promenade.

Next month’s In Focus: A double-degree holder and one who multitasks a lot, this invaluable member is one of the backbones of the
RASC Edmonton Centre. 
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