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RASC Edmonton Centre Contact Information see also http://edmontonrasc.com/contact/

Mailing address RASC Edmonton Centre On the web http://edmontonrasc.com
788, 10301 104 St. http://www.facebook.com
Edmonton, AB, T5J 1B9 https://twitter.com/EdmontonRASC
Canada http://www.youtube.com/user/edmontonrasc

Observing Deck 780-452-9100 x2249

Stardust  submissions:  Submit  articles  by email  to  the  editor  (see  above).  Please  include  the  word  Stardust in  the subject.
Submission deadline is the 2nd Sunday before the monthly meeting; see following page for dates. Any standard document file type
is acceptable (MSOffice, OpenOffice, LibreOffice, et al.) but  plain  text is preferred.  Do not layout and format your article.  Your
labour will only be discarded. Submit clearly identified images/graphics as  separate files,  do not embed them in the document;
indicate captions and references to them within the text. Do not consider your article successfully submitted until you receive a
confirmation email from the editor.
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Upcoming Events, Meetings, and Deadlines

Regular Meetings are held monthly (see below) from September
to June at 7:30pm in T  ELUS   World of Science, 11211 – 142 St.

Admission is free, and everyone is welcome to attend, member 
or not. Follow the signs from the main entrance.

Observers meetings are held monthly (see below) at Boston 
Pizza in The Mayfield Common, NE of intersection of 170 
Street and Stony Plain Road. Contact the observing_group @ 
edmontonrasc.com for details.

Council meetings are held monthly (see below) from September 
to May at 7:15 in room 1-033 of the CCIS  *   Building on the U of 
A campus. Any RASC Edmonton member may attend.

* Centennial Centre for Interdisciplinary Science

MEETINGS
Regular meetings are free and open the public

* indicates date bumped by statutory holiday

Edmonton Area Astronomy Discussions: astro@mailman. srv. ualberta. ca
To subscribe, send a blank email to: astro-request@mailman. srv. ualberta. ca 
with the subject line: subscribe

The above mailing list is completely independent and is not associated with RASC Edmonton Centre in any way. 
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CASINO 2019
 

Our next casino is on  Saturday-Sunday, February 16-17,
2019 at  Casino  Edmonton,  7055  Argyll  Rd  NW.  Note  the
location  is  Casino  Edmonton  (free parking,  large  volunteer
room). This is THE major fundraising event for the Centre and
two days work nets us a lot of money to continue the bulk of our

astronomy  programming,  observatory  equipment  and  great
speaker program. We need 42 members to step up and volunteer.
Please step up and volunteer for  a  shift  -  the work is not too
difficult and you get a free meal! See Luca Vanzella at a meeting
for the sign-up form or see the website: 

https://edmontonrasc.com/2019/02/rasc-edmonton-centre-casino-feb-16-17-2019/

Northern Prairie Star Party 2018 by Susan and Rick Bramm

Attendees at this year’s Northern Prairie Star Party (NPSP)
were  well  rewarded  with  three  interesting  talks,  lots  of
networking  opportunities  and  three  nights  of  viewing.  This
annual RASC-Edmonton Centre event was held at Black Nugget
Lake Campground east of Edmonton, and southeast of Tofield,
in  Beaver  County. We had  64  registered  attendees,  but  many
other people visited the site to check it out (details below). 

Saturday’s  afternoon  program  included  presentations  on
three very different topics. The first, by master telescope maker
Roman  Unyk,  focussed  on  the  many  steps  involved  in
constructing the new, large-diameter, 32-inch telescope for  the
Black Nugget Lake Observatory being built at the campground.
Professor  Rodrigo  Fernandez,  University  of  Alberta  physics
professor,  provided  insight  into  the  detection  of  collisions  of
distant, ancient bodies called neutron stars and how these give
rise to the formation of heavy elements in our universe, including
gold. Long-time RASC member and astronomy lecturer,  Bruce
McCurdy rounded out the afternoon with a talk on his many
memorable adventures chasing meteors and meteor showers over
the decades (see photos below, and cover).

Attendees viewed the construction site of the Black Nugget
Lake  Observatory,  a  project  many  years  in  the  making.
Completion and “first light” is expected by next year’s NPSP. It
will provide a unique opportunity for amateur astronomers and
for  public  education  and  viewing  –  at  what  will  be  Western
Canada’s  largest-aperture,  publicly-accessible  telescope.  Only
with the ongoing support of Beaver County, the Government of
Alberta, RASC Edmonton Centre, private donors, suppliers and,
last  but  not  least,  RASC  volunteers,  has  this  progress  been
possible.

During  this  year’s event,  we were  very  fortunate  to  have
visits by three local Beaver County councillors (Deputy Reeve
Barry Bruce and Councillors Gene Hrabec and Dale Pederson)
and  MLA  Wes Taylor (Battle  River-Wainwright).  In  addition,
many  newcomers  came  to  take  in  the  viewing  and/or  the
presentations – including those who happened to be camping at
the site as well as local residents from Ryley, Tofield, Mundare
and Holden. 

Our Saturday potluck BBQ supper featured hamburgers, hot
dogs and many delicious salads, hot dishes, and desserts. Before

dispersing, we took a group photo (see cover). While the skies
were clear, many attendees lined up to catch views through the
club’s 18-inch  Barry Arnold Memorial Telescope and to walk
about to take in the night skies through others’ telescopes. We
had a record nine Observing Lists completed,  four at  Level 1
(Sukrit  Ahluwalia,  Marion  Hobbs,  Bob  Lawrence,  Mike
Szelewicki),  four at Level 2 (Bob Lawrence, James McNeice
and Danine Noble,  Jon Stolte,  Mike Szelewicki)  and one at
Level 3 (Luca Vanzella). Although several checked out the bi-
marathon course, no one completed it this year. 

A big thank you goes out to our presenters and the many
volunteers  who  helped  with  organizing  the  event,  buying
supplies,  setting up, cleaning up and barbecuing,  handling the
door prize draw and registration, selling t-shirts and running the
AV equipment. Our volunteers were:  Sukrit Ahluwalia, David
Fielder, Warren Finlay, Marion and Alan Hobbs, Doug and
Joan Hube, Jay Lavender, Alister Ling, Kent Martens, James
McNeice, Chris Meerveld, Sharon Morsink, Carol and Dave
Mussell, Danine Noble, Sonia and Arnold Rivera, Jon Stolte,
Mike  and Frances  Szelewicki,  Luca and Kathryn  Vanzella
and Janey Yu. 

We distributed 26 door prizes. A special thank you to  All-
Star  Telescope (Ken  and  Bev  From of  Didsbury)  who
generously  donated  two astronomy books  and  the  grand-prize
newcomer telescope. Also to RASC-Edmonton Centre members
Sherry  Campbell,  Roman  Paszewski,  Mark  Zalcik,  Bob
Lawrence, Doug Hube, Susan and Rick Bramm and Alister
Ling. The grand prize winners were:  Karen Arnold  (Celestron
Astromaster  130  AZ  telescope),  Janey  Yu (Sherry  Campbell
painting),  Jeff Wyton (signed and framed NLC photo by  Mike
Noble)  and  Kent  Martens (tapestry  showing  the  southern
constellations).  We had  a  very  attractive  and  popular  t-shirt,
designed  by  Rick  Bramm, commemorating  the  extraordinary
July 1, 2011 display of noctilucent clouds over Edmonton’s city
scape (see photo). 

Mark your calendars for next year’s Northern Prairie Star
Party: September 24 to 28, 2019. Planning is underway. If you
have suggestions or would like to lend a hand with organizing
this fun event, please get in touch with us by email at: 

npsp@edmontonrasc.com

Stardust October 2018 4

mailto:npsp@edmontonrasc.com?subject=Northern%20Prairie%20Star%20Party%202019
https://edmontonrasc.com/2019/02/rasc-edmonton-centre-casino-feb-16-17-2019/


Roman Unyk Rodrigo Fernandez

Bruce McCurdy Wes Taylor
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NPSP 2018 prize winners, L-R: Karen Arnold, Kent Martens, Jeff Wyton, Janey Yu.

Cheerful star gazers.
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President's Report by Sharon Morsink

One of the things that I always enjoy about RASC meetings
is learning about the projects that our members undertake. We
will have a chance to hear about these projects at the upcoming
Members'  Night  on  November  19.  If  you  have  anything  you
would like to present, please contact me, and I'll add you to the
agenda!

We are currently putting together a slate of candidates for the

next two-year Council term (2019 - 2021). Are you interested in
making  a  contribution  to  the  Society?  You  could  serve  as  a
Councillor-at-large.  We're  very  interested  in  having  newer
members joining Council to bring in new ideas. The commitment
is one meeting per month for 9 months of the year. 

Clear Skies!

In Focus: From solar analemma to Edmontonhenge – a reason to be over the Moon by Daisy Alferez

If at first you don’t succeed, try, try again. How many times
did we hear that saying when we were kids? And who said it
doesn’t  apply  anymore  when  you  become  an  adult?  Luca
Vanzella will prove you wrong. Like any expertise in a certain
field, it takes a lot of time and patience to hone one’s skills or to
master one’s craft. 

In last month’s In Focus profile feature, Luca mentioned that
he is most passionate about observing and so he restricts himself
to astrophotography nightscapes; otherwise, he would spend too

much time at a computer. For those who know Luca really well,
they understand what he was talking about, which is, he had his
share  of  spending  too  much  time  processing  images.  But  for
those  who  don’t  know  Luca  that  well  yet,  let  me  walk  you
through Luca’s astrophotography journey.

February  28,  2011: Luca’s  Red  Snow  Moon  Over
Edmonton (below)  was  named  astronomy  picture  of  the  day
(APOD) by NASA. 
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“A temperature of -25C brought clear skies to Edmonton and
caused huge steam plumes from the oil refineries east of the city
to become very noticeable. The plumes threatened my chance of
imaging the Full "Snow" Moon of February as it rose in the east
behind the buildings of downtown Edmonton, Alberta. However,
the shape of the plumes was changing quickly to leave the gaps
between buildings clear for a few moments. As luck would have
it, the plumes did allow the entire disc of the very low moon to
appear briefly. This photo is a closeup from 7:12 p.m. that tells

an interesting story about energy in these parts,” says Luca.

March 6, 2014. Luca’s Moon Over a Surrealistic World (below)
was  lunar photo of  the  day (LPOD).  The  LPOD is  a  website
featuring a vast collection of lunar images taken by amateur and
professional astronomers. It was started on January 1, 2004, by
Charles  Wood,  a  former  NASA scientist  who had  studied  the
Moon. 
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Aug  11,  2014.  Luca  created  a  composite  image  that
illustrates the changing colour and brightness of the Moon as it
rises.  This  image  helped  earn  him  the  RASC's  Astroimager

certificate in the Wide Field category. The  Moon's colours have
not been modified.

 In December 2014, The Journal of The Royal Astronomical
Society of Canada (“Great Images”, page 266) provided a brief
introduction  to  Luca’s  The Solar  Analemma  Over  Edmonton,
with a catchy title that reads, “Is this the second solar analemma
ever photographed from a location in Canada?”

Luca wrote an article for the  February 2015 issue of  The
Journal  of  The  Royal  Astronomical  Society  of  Canada.  The
article outlined a detailed account of his endeavour to capture the
analemma,  calling  it  a  saga  because  according  to  him,
photographing the analemma is difficult and it takes about a year
to do it. Luca’s first attempt was in 2010-2011, using a camera

loaded with Kodak Gold 200 film. After having alignment issues,
Luca considered the first attempt as a fail. The second attempt
was in 2011-2012, and the third attempt was in 2012-2013 using
a Kodak film. In 2013-2014, Luca tried his first and final digital
analemma attempt,  while  also  doing  his  fourth  attempt  using
film.   

After the four attempts that were challenged by alignment
issues and position anomalies, not to mention that the park bench
he  used  for  three  years  had  undergone  routine  maintenance
which involved replacement of the seat and back, the fifth film
attempt was finally completed on September 13, 2014.
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To read the full article written by Luca, and to learn some
tips  and  tricks  in  capturing  the  analemma,  please  visit

https://www.rasc.ca/jrasc-2015-february. To view the images and
the time-lapse movie, visit:

Film Image https://www.flickr.com/photos/53851348@N05/15050183630/ 

Digital Image https://www.flickr.com/photos/53851348@N05/15084201381/

Time-lapse Movie https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jQT5XRdrqvw&feature=youtu.be 

January/February  2015.  In  SkyNews’  January/February
2015 issue, the Partial Solar Eclipse Composite Image taken by

Luca (below) on October 23, 2014, was featured as photo of the
week. 
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March 19,  2018. The  Edmonton  Journal  featured  one  of
Luca’s  most  popular  projects  –  the  Edmontonhenge,  which
happens  during  March  equinox  and  September  equinox.  Luca
was quoted saying, “Edmontonhenge is a nod to astrophysicist

Neil  Degrasse  Tyson  who  coined  the  term  ‘Manhattanhenge’
back in 2001 when he took a photograph of  a New York City
sunset as the sun could be seen down 34 Street.”

To read  the  full  article  from the  Edmonton  Journal,  visit
https://edmontonjournal.com/news/local-news/rare-magic-hour-
coming-to-edmonton-on-spring-equinox..

May 31,  2018.  CBC’s The  National  also  featured  Luca’s

Edmontonhenge after a clip of Neil Degrasse Tyson talking about
the Manhattanhenge. Thanks to Kathryn (Luca’s ever-supportive
wife) for alerting us a few minutes before it was on air. If you
wish  to  watch  it,  Kathryn  may  still  have  a  link  to  the  news
segment.
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June 22, 2018. Once again, one of Luca’s works was featured as SkyNews’ photo of the week (below): Sunrise Sweep.

Between analemma and Edmontonhenge

When not working on big projects like the analemma and the
Edmontonhenge, Luca and Kathryn love to chase solar eclipses.
They have witnessed five total solar eclipses: 1979 in Manitoba,
1991 in Mexico, 1998 in the Caribbean, 2006 in Egypt, 2017 in
Wyoming; and one annual solar  eclipse in 2012 in California.
Luca and Kathryn are looking forward to the 2020 total  solar
eclipse in Argentina and the 2024 total solar eclipse in Texas.

Luca’s favourite places to observe are Arizona and Maui. He
conducted his first Messier marathon in 2016 in Maui. Luca is a
member of the VTFCC (Venus Transit Four Contact Club), being

present  in  both  occurrences  -  at  least,  in  Luca’s lifetime -  in
Sicily in 2004 and in Maui in 2012.

These are just some of the projects that kept Luca busy in
the last few years. When you are as motivated and passionate
about something like Luca, you can conquer any challenges that
come your way and reap the rewards  later  -  be  it  recognition
from other people and entities or the personal satisfaction you get
from achieving  a  difficult  and  time-consuming task  that  most
people shy away from.

Next month’s In Focus: We will get to know the rest of the Executive Council members of RASC Edmonton Centre.
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