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NGC 3576 in Carina, also called the Statue of Liberty nebula. Astronomy Picture of the Day featured
this object on 2016-09-28. Image by Franklin Loehde and SLOOH, 2016-05-14. 
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RASC Edmonton Centre Contact Information see also http://edmontonrasc.com/contact/

Mailing address RASC Edmonton Centre On the web http://edmontonrasc.com
788, 10301 104 St. http://www.facebook.com
Edmonton, AB, T5J 1B9 https://twitter.com/EdmontonRASC
Canada http://www.youtube.com/user/edmontonrasc

Observing Deck 780-452-9100 x2249

Stardust submissions: Submit articles by email to the editor (see above). Please include the word Stardust in the subject.
Submission deadline is the 2nd Sunday before the monthly meeting; see following page for dates. Any standard document format is
acceptable (MSOffice, OpenOffice, LibreOffice, et al.) but plain text is preferred. Do not try to layout and format your article; your
labour will only be discarded. Graphics may be submitted as separate files, and clearly identified; indicate captions and references to
them within the text. Do not consider your article successfully submitted until you receive a confirmation email from the editor.
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Upcoming Events, Meetings, and Deadlines

Regular Meetings are held monthly (see below) from September
to June at 7:30pm in TELUS World of Science, 11211 – 142 St.

Admission is free, and everyone is welcome to attend, member 
or not. Follow the signs from the main entrance.

Observers meetings are held monthly (see below) at Boston 
Pizza in The Mayfield Common, NE of intersection of 170 
Street and Stony Plain Road. Contact the observing_group @ 
edmontonrasc.com for details.

Council meetings are held monthly (see below) from September 
to May at 7:15 in room 1-033 of the CCIS*   Building on the U of 
A campus. Any RASC Edmonton member may attend.

* Centennial Centre for Interdisciplinary Science

MEETINGS

* indicates date bumped by statutory holiday

Edmonton Area Astronomy Discussions: astro@mailman. srv. ualberta. ca
To subscribe, send a blank email to: astro-request@mailman. srv. ualberta. ca 
with the subject line: subscribe

The above mailing list is completely independent and is not associated with RASC Edmonton Centre in any way. 
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President's Message by Luca Vanzella

Happy New Year everyone! As 2016 gives way to 2017, so
does my term as President of RASC Edmonton Centre. I have
enjoyed serving as your President these past two years - I hope
you enjoyed having me as President. For my last President's
Message, I'd like to review some highlights from the past two
years and thank some people.

I am particularly proud of our speaker program. The past
four years have seen a wonderful variety and quality of speakers,
with a good mix of local and international speakers as well as
member presentations. Starting with Ross Sinclair's presidency
and continuing under mine, I believe we've had outstanding
success in delivering top flight, out of this world astronomy
education to the people and our members.

The Astro Café meeting series started under my watch.
Thanks to everyone who helped start the series and to those that
stepped up to present. I think the Cafés have brought extra
member benefits and some opportunities for interesting outreach
activities. My plan is to continue as coordinator so that we have a
robust Café series going when the Queen Elizabeth Planetarium
re-opens in 2018.

Speaking of the QEP, it was quite the process for the Centre
to submit a proposal in late 2015 to lease and program the
renovated facility. The QEP Committee who worked hard to
prepare the proposal only to have the City of Edmonton cancel
the RFP. It may have turned out for the best, however. TELUS
World of Science has since stepped up to be the primary tenant
and is happy to have RASC as a partner to provide programs at
the facility. We have a good opportunity in front of us and my
plan is to reconvene the QEP Committee to see what we can
come up with. Many thanks to Sheldon Helbert, Clayton Knoll,
Franklin Loehde, Bruce McCurdy, Sharon Morsink, Tom
Owen, Geoff Robertson, Ross Sinclair, and Steve Sinclair.

Speaking of TWOSE, I am glad that Alan Nursall and
Frank Florian were extremely receptive to our proposal that the
public observatory at TWOSE be named the "RASC
Observatory", in recognition of our long-standing financial and
human power contributions to that facility. I will be working with
Frank on signage for the RASC Observatory and I hope to have a
dedication event next summer.

In 2015, Tom Owen started us down the path of new
member benefit. It began as an idea for a mentorship program
that eventually morphed into a set of discussion forums on our
website. Although quite a large number of members have at least
signed into the forums, there has not been a lot of discussion.
That's too bad because a large number of members have agreed
to be topic monitors so that questions on the forums can be
answered in a timely manner. The success of the forums depends
on members using them. If everyone reading this starts one
discussion thread, perhaps critical mass can be reached and the
forums will, pardon the pun, explode. Thanks to following
members who agreed to be monitors: Denis Boucher, Rick
Bramm, Paul Campbell, Sherry Campbell, Jnani Cevvel,
Dave Cleary, Ian Doktor, Warren Finlay, Clayton Knoll,
Steven Kovick, Dan Kulak, Jay Lavender, Bob Lawrence,
Alister Ling, Ryan May, Bruce McCurdy, Shaun McGregor,

Chris Meerveld, Sharon Morsink, Mike Noble, Tom Owen,
Murray Paulson, Geoff Robertson, Eric Solomonson, Krista
Stefan, Massimo Torri, and Larry Wood.

The discussion forums are in the Members' Area of the
website. Thanks to the hard work of Ryan May, we have a
password protected area where members can find useful things
like the forums, meeting minutes, budgets and other resources.
And the beautiful thing is that the member credentials are
managed by the members themselves at the national society
website - no ongoing work for the webmaster!

The Black Nugget Lake Observatory (BNLO) Committee
was reinvigorated with Warren Finlay taking over the chair.
Warren and the committee were very active in 2016, with two
major accomplishments - the BAMT and the Drew32. The Barry
Arnold Memorial Telescope was dedicated on October 1 2016 at
the Northern Prairie Star Party, in recognition of Barry Arnold's
extensive dedication and contributions to the RASC Edmonton
Centre. The telescope is now available for use by registered
Centre members. The BNLO committee has proposed to build a
32" telescope, using the optical components generously donated
to RASC Edmonton Centre by former member Bob Drew, for
future installation at BNLO. Access to a 32" telescope at a dark
site will eventually be a prized privilege of being an RASC
Edmonton Centre member. A big thank you to Rick & Susan
Bramm, Warren Finlay, Kent Martens, and Roman Unyk.

Our little star party, the Northern Prairie Star Party, is
getting bigger and better each year thanks to stellar organization
b y Susan and Rick Bramm and the dedication of the event
team. And now that the big tent is a regular feature of the event, a
fun and interesting program can be enjoyed by all, even with
inclement weather.

We stepped up our outreach game in 2016 at two of the
larger annual events: the Glacier Skywalk Stargazing Experience
and the Jasper Dark Sky Festival. Thanks to the efforts of the
team leads Kent Martens and Jay & Daisy Lavender, these
events now have a more professional appearance and a solid
inclement weather backup program. Kudos to the team leads and
the volunteer corps.

As a side note, on the evening of Thursday, January 19
2017, I will buy a pint of beer for each of the first ten people
that email me at past_president@edmontonrasc.com with subject
"I am in for a beer". I will tell you the time and place by email.

Our Telescope Loaners program is running smoothly and
has a nice selection of telescopes ably maintained and upgraded
by Orla Aaquist.

Bruce McCurdy has been tweeting about astronomy for
the Edmonton area for a few years now and doing a bang up job.
In my mind, our twitter feed sets the standard for astronomy
clubs. Thx @BruceMcCurdy 4 a great @EdmontonRASC
#yegastro feed for #yeg.

Thank you Peter Hall, for organizing our last casino two
years ago and our upcoming casino in January. And thanks to all
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who have volunteered to work our casinos - without you, much
of what we do and how we do it, would not be possible.

Finally, a special shout out to Michael Ward for editing
Stardust. He has been editing our newsletter for more than eleven
years now! While contributors like Sir Franklin Loehde, Tom
Owen and Alister Ling often supplied words and images,
Stardust could use more content. Consider submitting a short
article or an image. Thanks Mike, for keeping the presses rolling.

Our next casino is on Tuesday Jan 31 and Wednesday
Feb 1, 2017 at the Grand Villa Edmonton Casino in the ICE
District. This is THE major fundraising event for the Centre and
two days work nets us a lot of money to continue the bulk of our
astronomy programming, observatory equipment and great
speaker program. We need 42 members to step up and volunteer.
Please step up and volunteer for a shift - the work is not too
difficult and you get a free meal! See Peter Hall at a meeting for
the sign-up forms or see the website:

http://edmontonrasc.com/2017/01/rasc-edmonton-centre-
casinojan-31-feb-1-2017/

The January 18, 2017 Astro CafÈ will be the second annual
"How to Use A Telescope". It will be open to the public. For
details see

http://edmontonrasc.com/2017/01/astro-cafe-jan-18-2017-use-
telescope/

The Feb 15, 2017 Astro Café will be the first annual
"Astronomy Swap & Shop" for members only. Bring anything
astronomical you'd like to sell or swap, or just come as you are

and meet your fellow RASC Edmonton Centre members.

http://edmontonrasc.com/2016/12/astro-cafe-feb-15-2017-
astronomy-swap-shop/

The Member's Area of the website contains the discussion
forums, budget, all meeting minutes and other content of interest
to members. Any member that wishes to view these documents
should log in to the Member's Area at: 

http://community.edmontonrasc.com/

I want to take this opportunity to thank each and every
person that served on Council with me the past two years. We
had lots of fun, some challenges, and in the end we left the
Centre a little better than it was. It has been a pleasure working
with you these past two years. Your dedication is what keeps the
Centre going.

Many on Council will be continuing to serve, and I thank
you for your time. A few new people are joining Council in
January, so there will be a good mix of new people and veterans.
Barring a first ever actual election, Sharon Morsink will be
stepping into the big chair as President. I look forward to
Sharon's leadership and working with her. Thank you to everyone
who stepped up or re-upped for the new Council.

Finally, thank you to everyone that supported me over the
past two years. I couldn't have done it without you! Wishing all
of you the very best for 2017.

Clear Skies. Especially on August 21, 2017!
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