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Tom Owen captured Saturn on a night with less than ideal viewing, September 2016.
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RASC Edmonton Centre Contact Information see also http://edmontonrasc.com/contact/

Mailing address RASC Edmonton Centre On the web http://edmontonrasc.com
788, 10301 104 St. http://www.facebook.com
Edmonton, AB, T5J 1B9 https://twitter.com/EdmontonRASC
Canada http://www.youtube.com/user/edmontonrasc

Observing Deck 780-452-9100 x2249

Stardust  submissions:  Submit  articles  by email  to  the  editor  (see  above).  Please  include  the  word  Stardust in  the subject.
Submission deadline is the 2nd Sunday before the monthly meeting; see following page for dates. Any standard document format is
acceptable (MSOffice, OpenOffice, LibreOffice, et al.) but plain text is preferred. Do not try to layout and format your article; your
labour will only be discarded. Graphics may be submitted as separate files, and clearly identified; indicate captions and references to
them within the text. Do not consider your article successfully submitted until you receive a confirmation email from the editor.
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Upcoming Events, Meetings, and Deadlines

Regular Meetings are held monthly (see below) from September
to June at 7:30pm in T  ELUS   World of Science, 11211 – 142 St.

Admission is free, and everyone is welcome to attend, member 
or not. Follow the signs from the main entrance.

Observers meetings are held monthly (see below) at Boston 
Pizza in The Mayfield Common, NE of intersection of 170 
Street and Stony Plain Road. Contact the observing_group @ 
edmontonrasc.com for details.

Council meetings are held monthly (see below) from September 
to May at 7:15 in room 1-033 of the CCIS  *   Building on the U of 
A campus. Any RASC Edmonton member may attend.

* Centennial Centre for Interdisciplinary Science

MEETINGS 2016

* indicates date bumped by statutory holiday
** indicates date bumped because of speaker

Edmonton Area Astronomy Discussions: astro@mailman. srv. ualberta. ca
To subscribe, send a blank email to: astro-request@mailman. srv. ualberta. ca 
with the subject line: subscribe

The above mailing list is completely independent and is not associated with RASC Edmonton Centre in any way. 
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President's Message  by Luca Vanzella

Last month, the RASC Edmonton Centre was once again a
festival partner of the 2016 Jasper Dark Sky Festival, now in its
sixth year. As usual, RASC Edmonton hosted the big astronomy
viewing  events  offered  free  of  charge,  thanks  to  our  great
volunteer corps. More than 500 people  attended the Beyond the
Stars  event  at  Lake  Annette,  The  Solar  Viewing  event  at
Centennial Field was less attended than usual due to the mostly
cloudy  skies,  but  was  otherwise  successful.  The  final  event,
Stargazing in Jasper at the VIC Lawn, was a huge success with
more then 1000 people getting great views of celestial delights.
Tourism Jasper came through on our request turn off the street
lights  around the VIC lawn, which transformed the event into
something truly memorable.  For a few hours on that  Saturday
evening, the VIC lawn area showed the potential of what a dark
sky community could be. I'd like to thank the member volunteers
for  their  hard  work  and  commitment  and  in  particular,  Daisy
Alferez and Jay Lavender,  for  their  stellar coordination of  the
event.

The  guest  speakers  at  the  November  and  December
meetings  will  be  Tyler  Hrynyk,  who  will  update  us  on
AlbertaSat's Ex-Alta 1 and 2 Missions, and  Martin Beech, who
will  unveil  the Secrets of our Nearest Stellar Neighbor Alpha-
Centauri.

Our next  casino is  on  Tuesday Jan 31 and Wednesday
Feb 1,  2017 at  the  Grand Villa  Edmonton Casino in  the  ICE
District. This is THE major fundraising event for the Centre and
two days work nets us a lot of money to continue the bulk of our
astronomy  programming,  observatory  equipment  and  great
speaker program. We need 42 members to step up and volunteer.
Please step up and volunteer for  a  shift  -  the work is not too
difficult and you get a free meal! See Peter Hall at a meeting for
the sign-up forms or see the website:

http://edmontonrasc.com/2017/01/rasc-edmonton-centre-
casinojan-31-feb-1-2017/

The  RASC 2017 Observer's Calendar will be available
for purchase at the November Regular Meeting. Stock is getting
low, so get while you still can at the low, low price of $15 each.
Please bring exact cash to the meeting.

Thanks to Geoff Robertson, there will be a Nov 16 Astro
Café, on the topic How to Select and Buy a Telescope. It will be
open to the public. For details see:

http://edmontonrasc.com/2016/11/astro-cafe-nov-16-2016-select-
buy-telescope/

Call for Astro Café presenters. Do you have an astronomy
topic that you would like to present at an Astro Café? If you do,
email me at astrocafe@edmontonrasc.com and we'll schedule it!
The  success  of  this  meeting  series  depends  on  interested
members willing to share their hobby.

January 2017 will see the election of a  new Council for
the Centre. Some people are stepping down and there is always
room for new energy on the team that makes the Centre run. If
you  are  interested  in  joining  Council,  Sharon  Morsink  and  I
would be happy to talk to you about it.

The Member's Area of the website contains the discussion
forums, budget, all meeting minutes and other content of interest
to members. Any member that wishes to view these documents
should log in to the Member's Area at:

 http://community.edmontonrasc.com/

Clear Skies.
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2016 Jasper Dark Sky Festival by Daisy Alferez, images by Kathryn Vanzella

Stargazing with the RASC in Jasper a Success!

Now in its sixth year, the RASC Edmonton Centre was once
again  a  proud  festival  partner  of  the  2016  Jasper  Dark  Sky

Festival (JDSF). Here’s a summary of the three major events in
which RASC Edmonton Centre participated.

Beyond the Stars at Lake Annette (evening of October 21, 2016)

More  than  500  festival  goers  attended  the  event  at  Lake
Annette.  The sky was pristine until  about the last  hour of the
event when intermittent clouds started rolling in. But until then,
we  managed  to  get  in  some  fantastic  observing  under  those
amazing Jasper dark skies.

This  year,  the  RASC  Edmonton  Centre  gave  away  a
Celestron FirstScope Telescope. The festival goers were given a

Discover Your Universe with the RASC “passport”  - listing a
wide variety of celestial objects currently visible in the night sky.
One astronomer was assigned a celestial target deemed a mystery
object  that  festival  goers  had to  mark on their  passport  to  be
eligible to enter into the draw. The winning passport was drawn
by  Brenden Kulak during the  solar  observing  event  the  next
day,  and  the  lucky  winner  was  Allyson  Szafranski  from
Edmonton.

Observe the Sun with the RASC at Centennial Field (afternoon of October 22, 2016)

Part of the JDSF’s Big Bang Expo at the Centennial Field
was the solar observing event with the RASC Edmonton Centre.
The RASC astronomers  provided an assortment  of  telescopes:
hydrogen alpha, white light,  calcium II K-line, a spectrograph,

and solar binoculars. Alister Ling set up a demo telescope by the
RASC  information  desk,  which  also  attracted  several  solar
astronomy enthusiasts.
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Skies were partly cloudy but with enough intermittent breaks
to  do  some  decent  solar  observing.  Unfortunately,  the  solar
activity was very low that  day—providing only a single small
sunspot and two or three smaller prominences off the solar limb.

Nonetheless,  our  solar  astronomers  still  maintained  a
professional  service  with  their  advanced  knowledge  about  the
sun and the skies.

Stargazing in Jasper – at the Visitor Information Centre (VIC) lawn (evening of October 22, 2016)

The  skies  and  weather  throughout  the  night  were  stellar
perfect  for stargazing.  To make it  even better, the street  lights
around the VIC lawn observing area had been turned off—thanks
to  RASC  Edmonton  Centre  President  Luca  Vanzella  and  his
work with Tourism Jasper and other concerned groups.

The RASC astronomers  estimated a total  count  of  over  a
thousand festivalgoers who were awed by the celestial  objects
being observed that  evening.  We kept things  relatively simple
that  evening,  limiting  our  selection  of  targets  to  the  crowd
pleasers such as Mars, Albireo, M13, M31, and the Helix Nebula,
among others.  The crowd was still  pouring in  as late  as  9:45

p.m.,  and  the  RASC astronomers  started  packing  up  at  10:15
p.m.

Special thanks go to our member volunteers for their hard
work  and commitment.  Our  stellar  volunteers  this  year  were:
Alister and Valerie  Ling, Arnold and Sonia Rivera,  Chris and
Monica  Meerveld,  Clayton  and  Bonnie  Knoll,  Dan/Kim  and
Brenden Kulak, Geoff and Laurie Robertson, Jay Lavender and
Daisy  Alferez,  Luca  and  Kathryn  Vanzella,  Paul  and  Sherry
Campbell,  Peter  and  Ann  Hall,  Rick  and  Susan  Bramm,  and
Sharon Morsink.
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Gallery

Franklin Loehde, NGC 1365: This huge barred spiral, some 56 million light years away, has always puzzled me with its seemingly
"double nucleus" in my short exposures. This latest one of 3 - 5 minute exposures one of which is in Hydrogen Alpha illustrates my
limited view. However, when I see the ESO capture of it with a longer exposure with a much larger telescope it is obvious that it is a
dark obscuring lane of cool and dark gas that produces that false impression.
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Tom Owen: M31, 7 x 5 minute exposures, 2016-10-22.
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Tom Owen: M45 The Pleiades, 10 x 3 minute exposures, 2016-10-21.
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