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 M20, the Trifid Nebula. SLOOH, 50cm Schmidt-Cassegrain, ten minute exposure processed with 
Filter-Storm on an iPad 2 Mini. Image by Franklin Loehde.
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RASC Edmonton Centre Contact Information see also http://edmontonrasc.com/contact/

Mailing address RASC Edmonton Centre On the web http://edmontonrasc.com
788, 10301 104 St. http://www.facebook.com
Edmonton, AB, T5J 1B9 https://twitter.com/EdmontonRASC
Canada http://www.youtube.com/user/edmontonrasc

Observing Deck 780-452-9100 x2249

Stardust  submissions:  Submit  articles  by email  to  the  editor  (see  above).  Please  include  the  word  Stardust in  the subject.
Submission deadline is the 2nd Sunday before the monthly meeting; see following page for dates. Any standard document format is
acceptable (MSOffice, OpenOffice, LibreOffice, et al.) but plain text is preferred. Do not try to layout and format your article; your
labour will only be discarded. Graphics may be submitted as separate files, and clearly identified; indicate captions and references to
them within the text. Do not consider your article successfully submitted until you receive a confirmation email from the editor.
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Upcoming Events, Meetings, and Deadlines

Regular Meetings are held monthly (see below) from September
to June at 7:30pm in T  ELUS   World of Science, 11211 – 142 St.

Admission is free, and everyone is welcome to attend, member 
or not. Follow the signs from the main entrance.

Observers meetings are held monthly (see below) at Boston 
Pizza in The Mayfield Common, NE of intersection of 170 
Street and Stony Plain Road. Contact the observing_group @ 
edmontonrasc.com for details.

Council meetings are held monthly (see below) from September 
to May at 7:15 in room 1-033 of the CCIS  *   Building on the U of 
A campus. Any RASC Edmonton member may attend.

* Centennial Centre for Interdisciplinary Science

MEETINGS 2016

* indicates date bumped by statutory holiday
** indicates date bumped because of speaker

Edmonton Area Astronomy Discussions: astro@mailman. srv. ualberta. ca
To subscribe, send a blank email to: astro-request@mailman. srv. ualberta. ca 
with the subject line: subscribe

The above mailing list is completely independent and is not associated with RASC Edmonton Centre in any way. 
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NLC in YEG 2016 by Mark Zalcik

The 2016 season of noctilucent clouds (NLC) was looked
upon with much anticipation as the 2015 campaign was a record
breaker, with Mike Noble topping out at a mesospheric 43 active
nights  last  year.  A slowdown in  activity  this  year  was  still  a
distinct  possibility,  as  we  are  only  2  years  behind  the  solar
maximum  of  2014,  and  the  sunspot  maximum  is  known  to
dampen NLC activity 1-2 years afterward.

A good indicator as to how the NLC season will start is the
CIPS imager on the AIM satellite, and this year the first day that
CIPS caught  NLC was May  24th,  a  bit  later  than  usual.  Sure
enough, there was a slight delay in the start of the season from
Edmonton.  Mike  got  the  first  sighting  on  Jun  2/3.  Activity
sputtered through the first third of June, but finally kicked into
gear with a gorgeous display on the 13/14, the evening of the
Jocelyn Bell Burnell lecture at the university, with an overhead
show in evening twilight. This was the first night in 3 years that
NLC reached the zenith from Edmonton, but the fun was just
starting. From that point, NLC were seen at a clip of a display
about every other night for the next two months,  many of the
sightings courtesy of Mike, as he resumed his nightly sorties out
of the city to find clear skies.

A week after  the  June  13/14  display, a  rich,  bright  show
popped up on the 20/21. Over the ensuing couple of weeks a few
more  displays  showed  up  as  we  fought  with  lousy  nighttime
weather, but  on July 8/9, another spectacular overhead display
occurred,  followed by  another  on the  13/14,  accentuated by  a
series of broad streamers that stormed the zenith at 0400 local
time.  Alister  Ling  produced  a  fantastic  time  lapse  video;  see
https://vimeo.com/174759831.

Another  bright,  rich  show graced  our  skies  on  the  24/25.
Activity remained at a reasonable pace even into August, with
Mike seeing no fewer than 5 displays that month, including super
late season displays on the 10/11 and 15/16. Bruce McCurdy also
saw the 10/11 display – see photo. In  all, Mike had 38 active
nights, just off his 2015 record.

So  with  no  fewer  than  3  overhead  NLC  displays  in  one
season, the 2016 NLC campaign in Edmonton had more than its
share of south-encroaching NLC. Thanks to all who showed up
at Mike's and my Astro Cafe on June 16th at Namao Community
Hall.  We plan to make this an annual event – stay tuned next
spring for the details!

Photo of NLC display of Aug 10/11 from Edmonton.  Image by Bruce McCurdy.

Stardust September 2016 4



President's Message by Luca Vanzella

Welcome back from the summer break - it was the summer
of scattered showers. Let's hope autumn brings clear skies and
warm evenings.

As I write, the 11th Annual Star Party for the Beaver Hills
Dark Sky Preserve has just ended. The weekend did not have the
most spectacular weather but the public talks were well received
and  there  was  some  solar  viewing  and  some  star  gazing.
Emphasis  on  "some".  Thank you to all  of  the  volunteers  that
showed up and helped make it happen. A special thank you to
Geoff and  Laurie Robertson for taking care of the volunteers
nourishment. And an extra special thank you to Sherrilyn Jahrig
for coordinating her last event as DSP Coordinator.

http://edmontonrasc.com/2016/09/beaver-hills-dark-sky-
preserve-11th-annual-star-party-sep-3-4-2016/

The September 12 Regular Meeting is a Member's Night.
The evening will consist of presentations by local members and a
presentation by former member  Alan Dyer.  All-Star Telescope
will  be  in  attendance,  hosting  a  reception  at  the  end  of  the
meeting.

http://edmontonrasc.com/2016/09/rasc-regular-meeting-sep-12-
2016-members-night/

Astro Café

The next Astro Café is on September 21 -  Krista Stefan
will talk about eclipse chasing. For details see:

http://edmontonrasc.com/2016/09/astro-cafe-september-21-2016-
eclipse-chase-like-pro/

Northern Prairie Star Party

The thirteenth  Northern Prairie Star Party will be held at
the  Black Nugget Lake campground south east of Tofield from
September 27 to October 2, 2016. Most of our group activities
will occur on Friday, September 30 and Saturday, October 1. The
main speakers on Saturday, October 1 are David Levy (My life as
a comet  searcher)  and  Jay Anderson (So you want  to  be an
eclipse chaser? Get real.). For full details see:

http://edmontonrasc.com/2016/01/northern-prairie-star-party-
2016/

Barry Arnold Memorial Telescope

Our large Dobsonian telescope, often called the Club 18",
has  been  renamed the  "Barry  Arnold  Memorial  Telescope"  in
memory  of  Barry  Arnold,  in  recognition  of  his  extensive
dedication and contributions to the RASC Edmonton Centre. The
telescope will be stored at the  Black Nugget Lake Observatory
for  use  by  members  at  that  dark  site.  The  telescope  will  be
dedicated on October 1, 2016 at the Northern Prairie Star Party.
Details on how to access and use the telescope will be announced
at NPSP and published in the Member's Area of the web site.

Member's Area

The  Member's  Area  of  the  website  contains  the  2016
budget,  all  meeting  minutes  and  other  content  of  interest  to
members.  Any  member  that  wishes  to  view  these  documents
should log in to the Member's Area at:

http://community.edmontonrasc.com/

Clear Skies.
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Gallery

Two ten minute exposures stacked with the 50 cm reel scope in the the Canaries and processed with the FilterStorm app on an iPad 2
Mini. Image by Franklin Loehde and SLOOH. From Wikipedia: NGC 891 (also known as Caldwell 23) is an edge-on unbarred spiral
galaxy about 30 million light-years away in the constellation Andromeda. It was discovered by William Herschel on October 6, 1784.
The galaxy is a member of the NGC 1023 group of galaxies in the Local Supercluster. It has an H II nucleus.
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2016-04-09 Comet 252P LINEAR - 2 frames of 5 minutes each stacked and processed in FilterStorm. Image by Franklin Loehde and
SLOOH. 
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