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NGC2146 by Franklin Loehde and SLOOH: This very complex galaxy possibly collided with a smaller body about
800 million years ago and produced not only convoluted arm structure in this barred spiral but also generated star
burst conditions. A ten minute exposure in the 50 cm telescope in the Canary Islands of this 11th magnitude object.
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RASC Edmonton Centre Contact Information see also http://edmontonrasc.com/councilcontacts.html

Mailing address RASC Edmonton Centre On the web http://edmontonrasc.com
788, 10301 104 St. http://www.facebook.com
Edmonton, AB, T5J 1B9 https://twitter.com/EdmontonRASC
Canada http://www.youtube.com/user/edmontonrasc

Observing Deck 780-452-9100 x2249

Stardust submissions: Submit articles by email to the editor (see above). Submission deadline is the 2nd Sunday
before the monthly meeting. Meeting dates are on the following page. Any standard document format is fine (MSOffice,
OpenOffice, LibreOffice, AbiWord,) but plain text is preferred. Do not try to layout and format your article; your labour
will only be discarded. Graphics may be submitted as separate files, and clearly identified; indicate references to them
within the text. Do not consider your article successfully submitted until you receive a confirmation email from the editor.
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Upcoming Events, Meetings, and Deadlines

Regular Meetings are held monthly (see below) from September
to June at 7:30pm in Telus World of Science, 11211 – 142 St.

Admission is free, and everyone is welcome to attend, member 
or not. Follow the signs from the main entrance.

Observers meetings are held monthly (see below) at Boston 
Pizza, 10543 – 124 St. Contact the observing_group @ 
edmontonrasc.com for details.

Council meetings are held monthly (see below) from September 
to May at 7:15 in room 1-033 of the CCIS  *   Building on the U of 
A campus. Any RASC Edmonton member may attend.

* Centennial Centre for Interdisciplinary Science

MEETINGS 2015

* indicates date bumped by statutory holiday
** indicates meeting called by President

Edmonton Area Astronomy Discussions: astro@mailman. srv. ualberta. ca
To subscribe, send a blank email to: astro-request@mailman. srv. ualberta. ca 
with the subject line: subscribe

The above mailing list is completely independent and is not associated with RASC Edmonton Centre in any way. 
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President's Report by Luca Vanzella

As I write this, the first few flakes of snow are starting to fall
on Edmonton. It may be getting colder, but the skies are getting
darker earlier.

The weather proved to be excellent for the twelfth annual
Northern Prairie Star Party culminating on Sep 12. On the Friday
night, there was much observing to be done and on the Saturday,
we couldn't have asked for a nicer day for the excellent speaker
program. The weather turned for the worse on Saturday evening,
but that did not dampen an excellent event organized as always,
by  Rick  and  Susan  Bramm.  My  thanks  to  them  and  the
volunteers that helped put on the show.

The  October  5  public  talk  by  Alan  Stern,  Principal
Investigator  of  the  New  Horizons  Mission  to  Pluto,  was  a
resounding success with over 500 people in attendance (and live
streamed to the web). It was without doubt, one of the best public
science presentations ever held in Edmonton. If you missed it,
you can watch it at 

http://livestream.com/ualberta/eps-oct5-15

It's the video on the bottom of the page.

The Jasper Dark Sky Festival on October 23-24 was again a
successful  event  overall,  ably  supported  by  volunteers  from
RASC  Edmonton  Centre.  The  free  observing  event  at  Lake
Annette on Friday evening had mainly cloudy skies followed by
rain. The Saturday afternoon solar observing was very popular
with hundreds of people coming out Centennial Field to get the
free views of our closest star. The Saturday evening observing
event  at  the  Visitor  Information  Centre  lawn  was  wildly
successful  with even more  hundreds  of  people taking the free
views of waxing gibbous Moon and other celestial delights. This,
despite the glare from the street lights in Jasper town site - about
which RASC needs to gently push the Jasper National Park Dark
Sky Preserve in the right direction.

On  October  20,  51  members  attended  (in  person  or  by
proxy) the Regular Meeting called to discuss the Centre's interest

in submitting a proposal  to the City of Edmonton to rent  and
program the  Queen Elizabeth  Planetarium.  The  motion  was
presented by  Ross Sinclair and many questions were asked by
several  members.  In  the  end,  the  motion  was  unanimously
approved. The proposal was submitted to the City of Edmonton
on October 26. The City expects to select the preferred proponent
by December 18. My thanks go out to all members of the QEP
committee  for  all  of  the  hard  work  put  into  preparing  the
proposal.

The  Astro  Café  meeting  series  had  its  second  event  on
October 21, with  Alister Ling presenting on Astrophotography
Basics.  Clayton Knoll has  generously  agreed  to  take over  as
Astro Café coordinator. For details see:

http://edmontonrasc.com/category/astrocafe/

Clayton  Knoll  is  continuing  with  the  development  of  the
roster of outreach volunteers. If you have any questions or want
to be added to the roster, connect with Clayton at the November
9 meeting or email him at outreach@edmontonrasc.com.

The  Regular  Meeting  on  November  9  features  national
RASC President  James Edgar speaking about the Synthesis of
Elements in Stars.

The  Regular  Meeting  on  December  14  features  our  Vice
President  Sharon  Morsink speaking  about  100  Years  of
Einstein's General Theory of Relativity.

The RASC 2016 Observer's Calendar will be available for
purchase at the November 9 Regular Meeting. Cost is $15 each.
Please bring exact cash to the meeting.

Administrative  note:  The  2015  budget  and  all  meeting
minutes  are  stored  on  the  Centre's  OneDrive.  If  any  member
wishes  to  view  these  documents,  please  send  an  email  to
executive@edmontonrasc.com for a link to the folder.

Clear Skies.
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Composites: the Good and the Bad by Alister Ling

Obviously I am a fan of composites. I create them when it is
not possible with a single image to capture a scene with high
dynamic range or to convey the passage of time. But sadly the
technique  is  often  misused  to  artificially  hype  the  "wow".  At
some point, the image is no longer astronomy but art - and since
artistic taste is in the eye of the beholder, it's hard to define the
line. Luca Vanzella and I have traded quite a few messages about
Moon composites over the last few years, giving thumbs up to
the excellent ones, and thumbs down for the bad ones. It is fair to
say that Luca and I squarely land in the camp that composites
should create "a human's perspective of the event", in a word one
that is "representative".

It's  fine  to  create  a  movie  poster  summary  (art!)  where
proportion is deliberately adjusted to highlight one's memory or
emotional experience. But it's another when the general public,
who don't have the experience to know better, are led to think
that it is a faithful capture of a wonderful event. 

It's definitely art, but it's not a photo! I could accept it as a
commemorative T-shirt/poster of a festival, but as a photo of the
eclipse, it's way past the line. There is some astronomy in there,
but  there  is  so  much  "wrong"  here  that  it  really  rankled  me
(Moon too big,  shadows not right,  curved trajectory, changing
size of the Moon, daylight illumination of the ground). 

Image by Mike Taylor, reproduced at earthsky.org, "Best photos of the total lunar eclipse".

We (and others) get quite annoyed when trickery is used to give
the  impression  that  it  is  representative,  such  as  this  recent

example  from  APOD (Astronomy  Picture  of  the  Day)  for
September 29, 2015, by Jose Antonio Hervás:
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The give away is how "postcard" the shot is. The odds of
this being a true once-in-a-lifetime event is nearly astronomical. I
was ready to send APOD a wag of the finger when I noticed that
others already had, in the APOD General Astronomy Discussion
Forum  "Re:  APOD:  Supermoon  Total  Lunar  Eclipse  and
Lightning Storm” (2015 Sep 29):

http://asterisk.apod.com/viewtopic.php?f=9&t=35221 

It  is  interesting to see how some people defend this.  One
supporter noted "It was stated as being a composite, which is a
legit astrophotography technique. There was a lot of work going
into making this image, but I'd still call it astrophotography not
art  imagery."  A  follow-up  comment  that  summarizes  my
perspective was: "I don't have anything against composites, but
I'm certainly against art imagery presented as astrophotography."

A different reader made an important point: "Composite images
are  real  images  of  phenomenon  as  they  occur  through  time.
Many  composites  exist  for  many reasons.  All  composites  are
either  stitched mosaics  covering  areas  larger  than the  original
imager  system allows  to  create  a  large  panorama,  or  stacked
composites which allow for gathering more light without having
the shutter open long enough to create Blur or Star Trails. Why
do you consider this image to be 'un-real' ?"  Excellent point: no
one  sees  star  trails  when  they  look  at  the  sky  or  through  a
telescope. 

Back  came  the  reply  from  a  subscriber  to  the  forum,
explaining the core of my disappointments [uncorrected – this is
quoted as is – editor]:

Let's summarize. The goods:

1. I personally like the image as well.
2. The Moon is real.
3. The landscape and the lightning are real.

The not so goods:

1. You can see the stars in front of the Moon in some cases. This is an indication that the Moon it is just copied and 
pasted in this position.

2. The Moon is too low. The moon is real but it's position is false.
3. The distance between the Moon's phases is also not indicative of the reality because if it was, the sequence wouldn't 

fit into this nice frame. Consider this similar example. You turn the camera north and shoot some startrails. Then 
you turn your camera south and you shoot the Moon. Then you go to photoshop, copy the Moon and paste it in the 
centre of the startrails in front of Polaris.

4. The Moon is real. The startrails are real, but honestly, do you believe that this would be a real astrophoto? If the 
answer is yes, I respect your opinion but I disagree.
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Bingo. But wait, there are still more things wrong: 

• The  angle  of  the  Moon's  position  against  the  stars  is
about 30 degrees off of the ecliptic's angle against the
background star field.  

• Where is the reflection of the Moon in the water? 
• Where is the reflection of the hill in the water? 
• Ever seen artificial illumination of terrain from that far

away that is perfectly balanced against the background
stars? 

• How come the Moon does not get increasingly yellow
lower down due to atmospheric extinction like it does in
all of Alister's and Luca's shots?

Of course it's  easy to preach when none of my shots  has
made  it  to  APOD.  Where  do  you draw  the  line  between
retouching and conjuring?

Gallery

Copernicus crater, 2015-10-22. Image by Tom Owen.
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The Orb Cluster, M92. Image by Franklin Loehde and SLOOH.

Stardust November 2015 8

http://www.slooh.com/


The Iris Nebula, NGC 7023. Image by Franklin Loehde and SLOOH.
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