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 The Toby Jug Nebula, IC 2220. Image by Franklin Loehde and SLOOH.
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RASC Edmonton Centre Contact Information see also http://edmontonrasc.com/councilcontacts.html

Mailing address RASC Edmonton Centre On the web http://edmontonrasc.com
788, 10301 104 St. http://www.facebook.com
Edmonton, AB, T5J 1B9 https://twitter.com/EdmontonRASC
Canada http://www.youtube.com/user/edmontonrasc

Observing Deck 780-452-9100 x2249

Stardust submissions: Submit articles by email to the editor (see above). Submission deadline is the 2nd Sunday
before the monthly meeting. Meeting dates are on the following page. Any standard document format is fine (MSOffice,
OpenOffice, LibreOffice, AbiWord,) but plain text is preferred. Do not try to layout and format your article; your labour
will only be discarded. Graphics may be submitted as separate files, and clearly identified; indicate references to them
within the text. Do not consider your article successfully submitted until you receive a confirmation email from the editor.
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Upcoming Events, Meetings, and Deadlines

Regular Meetings are held monthly (see below) from September
to June at 7:30pm in Telus World of Science, 11211 – 142 St.

Admission is free, and everyone is welcome to attend, member 
or not. Follow the signs from the main entrance.

Observers meetings are held monthly (see below) at Boston 
Pizza, 10543 – 124 St. Contact the observing_group @ 
edmontonrasc.com for details.

Council meetings are held monthly (see below) from September 
to May at 7:15 in room 1-033 of the CCIS  *   Building on the U of 
A campus. Any RASC Edmonton member may attend.

* Centennial Centre for Interdisciplinary Science

MEETINGS 2015

* indicates date bumped by statutory holiday
** indicates date bumped to accommodate speaker

Edmonton Area Astronomy Discussions: astro@mailman. srv. ualberta. ca
To subscribe, send a blank email to: astro-request@mailman. srv. ualberta. ca 
with the subject line: subscribe

The above mailing list is completely independent and is not associated with RASC Edmonton Centre in any way. 

OCTOBER 2015 MEETING DATE

PLEASE NOTE that this meeting date has been changed to OCT 5, 2015 to accommodate a special guest speaker.

Money motions approved at the February 23, 2015 Council Meeting

The following motion requires membership approval, as it exceeds Council's spending authority.

Moved by Sharon Morsink, seconded by Geoff Robertson, that up to $4000 be spent from the Casino Account to purchase an Internal 
Double Stack Module for the Lunt LS152THa telescope at the TWOSE Observatory, subject to AGLC approval. For details see 
http://luntsolarsystems.com/product/dsiils152tha-internal-double-stack-module-for-ls152tha/

The following motion is for information only, as it falls within Council's spending authority.

Moved by Ross Sinclair, seconded by John Woolley, that the Centre spend $1000 from the Casino Account to purchase a Poster 
Sponsorship at the 2015 Undergraduate Research in Science Conference of Alberta, subject to AGLC approval. For details see 
http://www.macewan.ca/URSCA/
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President's Report by Luca Vanzella

The near Full Crust Moon is rising in a crisp but gloriously
clear sky, as I write this. Also known as the Worm Moon, Crow
Moon, or Lenten Moon, I like Crust  Moon this month as our
winter of recurring freeze-thaw cycles has created quite a crust
on the quite deep snow.

The  Centre  conducted  another  successful  casino  on
February 20-21. My thanks go out to Peter Hall  for organizing
the casino and for doing a double evening shift! Thanks to all
that  volunteered  and  double  thanks  for  those  that  did  double
shifts.  Your support of the Centre and of transforming gaming
proceeds into public good is appreciated.

I'm  pleased  to  announce  that  long-time  member  Mike
Noble has very generously donated two new eyepieces for the
RASC Observatory at TWOSE. They are from the Televue Delos
series,  6mm  and  4.5mm,  and  they  provide  superb  high
magnification on several of the telescopes. For example, these
oculars will yield 267x and 356x in the 7" Starfire. Thank you
Mike!

Speaking  of  the  RASC  Observatory  at  TWOSE,  I
encourage all members and guests to visit that fabulous facility -
one  of  the  finest  in  Canada  for  public  astronomy  outreach.
Jupiter is in prime viewing position these nights, so get out to the
Observatory and have a look at it through one of the new Delos
eyepieces! For Observatory details, see

http://edmontonrasc.com/observatory/

Did you know that we have an excellent Telescope Loaner
Program? It makes available telescopes for members and future
members who would like an introduction to telescopes or want to

see what kind of telescope would fit their needs.  The program
also  provides  an  outreach  for  members  who  don't  actively
observe but still would like a telescope for travel or for special
events like eclipses and comets. For details, see

http://edmontonrasc.com/telescope_loaners/

The  April  meeting  is  a  Member's  Night.  Four  members
have stepped up to present, but there is still room on the agenda.
If any member wishes to present, please send me a message at
president@edmontonrasc.com.

Tom Owen and the  Mentoring Program Committee are
still working out the details. You will hear about this great idea at
an upcoming meeting.

Two  Expenditure  Proposals were  received,  considered,
and approved at the February 23 Council Meeting. Please have a
look at them elsewhere in this issue of Stardust.  One of them
requires membership approval, as it exceeds Council's spending
authority.

The November and December meetings are still open for a
Guest  Speaker,  so  if  you  have  any  suggestions  for  guest
speakers,  I'd  love  to  hear  them.  We have  funds  to  bring  in
speakers, so you can think big (within reason of course). Contact
me at president@edmontonrasc.com.

Administrative  note:  The  2015  budget  and  all  meeting
minutes  are  stored on  the  Centre's  OneDrive. If  any  member
wishes  to  view  these  documents,  please  send  an  email  to
executive@edmontonrasc.com for a link to the folder.

Clear Skies.

Observing my Namesake Comet by W H. Finlay

Unlike  many  astronomers,  I’ve  never  dreamed  of
discovering a comet, since I already have a comet named after
me. Well, not named after me personally, but Comet 15P/Finlay
was discovered by W. H. Finlay, who shares not only my last
name, but also my initials. Discovered by William Henry Finlay
in 1886 in South Africa,  the comet has a  period of  6.5 years,
although  its  period  varies  somewhat  due  to  interactions  with
Jupiter. Unfortunately, Comet Finlay is relatively dim and never
gets very far off the horizon in Edmonton. Indeed, until now, its
dimness and low altitude have prevented me from bothering to
observe this comet from our latitude. There  have always been
many  other  favourably  placed  deep-sky  objects  to  observe
instead.   That  is,  until  one  night  in  January  2015.  I  was  out
observing at Edmonton RASC’s Blackfoot observing area east of
Edmonton,  when  fellow  amateur  astronomer  Larry  Wood
mentioned that Comet Finlay was in outburst and he was going
to try and find it in his scope. Unfortunately, it turned out to be
too low in the sky and blocked by trees, reminding me of why I
had never bothered with this comet before.

While disappointed, a plan began to hatch in my mind. I
was going to be in Victoria for a couple days the following week.
Victoria  is  a few degrees further south than Edmonton, so the
comet would be a few degrees higher in the sky, making it easier
to  observe.  And if  it  stayed in  outburst  above magnitude  9,  I
should be able to see it in my travel scope.  I was only going to
be in Victoria for 2 nights though, so my hopes were not high
that  I  would  get  clear  skies.  January  on  the  “wet  coast”  is
deservedly known for its endless rainy days and nights. Despite
my low expectations of success, while packing for my flight I

included my 10” f/5 Genstar travel scope. 
Arriving in Victoria  in late  afternoon, the skies were not

looking good. But, ever the optimist, I gobbled an early supper
and  headed  off  with  my  curious  wife  and  parents  to  find  a
location somewhere  west  of  Victoria  that  had  a  clear  western
horizon.  The  comet  would  be  low in  the  west  and  setting  as
darkness descended,  giving only about a  half hour window of
observation. Setting the car’s GPS to what might be a good spot,
we headed off in the deepening dusk. As darkness enveloped the
gloomy roadside conifers, I realized the GPS had sent us north
from where we wanted to be. The clock was ticking though, and
we needed to find a location very soon. Abandoning the GPS, I
drove west toward Sooke, now just using dead reckoning in the
hopes of getting out of the trees to a spot where we could see the
western horizon. But time was nearly up. We now had maybe 10
minutes before we had to find a spot. Tall cedars sneered at me
all along the roadside. We had to get out of these trees!  Getting
desperate, I pulled off the highway and headed up a hill. Trees
everywhere. Back to the main road and heading west again. Only
a few minutes left before it would be too late to get the scope set
up  and  have  enough  time  to  find  the  comet.  In  complete
desperation, I took a road heading left, and followed it to its end
a couple hundred meters off the highway. Screeching to a halt, I
jumped out of the car and realized we were looking west over a
seaside cliff. I couldn’t have asked for a more perfect spot!

Amazingly,  the  skies  had  cleared  as  well.  I  quickly
assembled  my  scope,  with  my  wife  holding  truss  tubes  and
assorted pieces to speed the process. With only a few minutes
before  the  comet  would  be  too  low  to  view, I  madly  started
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sweeping  my scope  to  see  if  I  could  stumble  on  it.  Nothing.
Switching to binoculars, I swept the field indicated by my charts.
Nothing.  Grabbing  my smartphone,  I  found  the  comet  in  my
planetarium app and then chose a bright  star in the Circlet  of
Pisces  that  I  knew I  could quickly find in my scope.  Starting
there, I methodically star hopped my way to the comet location
according to the star chart on my phone, realizing I had no room
to lose my way since there wouldn’t be time to restart my star
hop. Finally getting the comet location in the eyepiece, there was
nothing  there.  Puzzled,  I  checked  the  time  setting  on  my
planetarium app. Aha! Wrong date. I quickly set the time to now,

and then star hopped a little further to where the comet should be
today. And bam – there it was! W. H. Finlay sees Comet Finlay,
discovered by W. H. Finlay. Very cool.

After a quick victory dance, I showed the dim smudge to
my waiting wife and parents, making it at least four Finlays who
have now seen Comet Finlay. I nudged the scope lower to center
the comet and took one last look. At that moment my Dobsonian
scope had hit  its  stops and couldn’t  go any lower. The  comet
drifted to  the  edge  of  the  eyepiece  and was gone.  Talk  about
lucky timing.  Now I just need my luck to hold until someone
names an asteroid after me.

Photo of Comet 15P/Finlay taken by Tenho Tuomi on January 18 02:17 UT with a Canon T5i camera through an F/5 Orion XT12
telescope on a Byers 812 mount; 11 1-minute pictures at ISO 1600 were stacked with RegiStax and enhanced with Paint Shop Pro 7.  
Picture is cropped to half size. Used with permission.
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FOR SALE: Meade ETX60 Refractor

60mm Refractor Telescope, used TWICE to my knowledge

Comes with:

Meade 9mm eyepiece with case
Meade 25mm eyepiece with case
2x Barlow
AutoStar Hand Control
Tripod
Padded Case
Printed Manual
CD

Asking $100, contact editor@edmontonrasc.com

Manual: http://www.meade.com/downloads/dl/file/id/28/etx_60at_and_70at_manual.pdf
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