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Comet C/2014 E2 Jacques. Image by Franklin Loehde and
SLOOH. See article, page 4.
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http://www.slooh.com/


RASC Edmonton Centre Contact Information see also http://edmontonrasc.com/councilcontacts.html

Mailing address RASC Edmonton Centre On the web http://edmontonrasc.com
788, 10301 104 St. http://www.facebook.com
Edmonton, AB, T5J 1B9 https://twitter.com/EdmontonRASC
Canada http://www.youtube.com/user/edmontonrasc

Observing Deck 780-452-9100 x2249

Stardust submissions: Submit articles by email to the editor (see above). Submission deadline is the 2nd Sunday
before the monthly meeting. Meeting dates are on the following page. Any standard document format is fine (MSOffice,
OpenOffice, LibreOffice, AbiWord,) but plain text is preferred. Do not try to layout and format your article; your labour
will only be discarded. Graphics may be submitted as separate files, and clearly identified; indicate references to them
within the text. Do not consider your article successfully submitted until you receive a confirmation email from the editor.
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Council Posit ions Name email @ edmontonrasc.com

Honourary President Doug Hube

President Ross Sinclair president

Past  President Peter Hall past_president

Vice President Luca Vanzella vice_president

General Secretary Kent Martens secretary

Treasurer Jay Lavender treasurer

Nat ional Council Representative

Nat ional Council Representative

Public Educat ion Director Geoff Robertson public_education

Fundraising Coordinator Peter Hall fundraising_coord

Councillor Orla Aaquist councillors

Councillor Clayton Knoll councillors

Councillor Sharon Morsink councillors

Councillor Franklin Loehde councillors

Councillor John Woolley councillors

Internal Communicat ions Off icer Michael Ward internal_communications

Observing Group Director Larry Wood observing_group

Membership Secretary Massimo Torri membership

New Member Advisor Murray Paulson new_member_advisor

Appointed Off icers

Stardust  Editor Michael Ward editor

Web Site Coordinator Luca Vanzella webmaster

Library Coordinator  Mark Zalcik library

Archive Liaison Roxy Garstad archive

Equipment  Director Ross Sinclair equipment

Other Posit ions

Light  Pollut ion Abatement  Chair Bruce McCurdy lightpollution

Telescope Rentals Orla Aaquist rentals

Outreach Coordinator Dave Robinson outreach

Dark Sky Preserve Coordinator Sherrilyn Jahrig dsp.coordinator

http://edmontonrasc.com/councilcontacts.html
http://www.youtube.com/user/edmontonrasc
https://twitter.com/EdmontonRASC
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=22717338932
http://edmontonrasc.com/


Upcoming Events, Meetings, and Deadlines

Regular Meetings are held monthly (see below) from September
to June at 7:30pm in Telus World of Science, 11211 – 142 St.

Admission is free, and everyone is welcome to attend, member 
or not. Follow the signs from the main entrance.

Observers meetings are held monthly (see below) at Boston 
Pizza, 10543 – 124 St. Contact the observing_group @ 
edmontonrasc.com for details.

Council meetings are held monthly (see below) from September 
to May at 7:15 in the 5th floor observatory of the CCIS  *   Building   
on the U of A campus. Any RASC Edmonton member may 
attend.

* Centennial Centre for Interdisciplinary Science

MEETINGS 2014

MEETINGS 2015

* indicates date bumped by statutory holiday

Edmonton Area Astronomy Discussions: astro@mailman. srv. ualberta. ca
To subscribe, send a blank email to: astro-request@mailman. srv. ualberta. ca 
with the subject line: subscribe

The above mailing list is completely independent and is not associated with RASC Edmonton Centre in any way. 

MONEY MOTION

Notice of Council expenditure: At the October 27, 2014 Council Meeting it was moved that $1500 from the General Account 
be used to make a donation to the AlbertSat project to launch Alberta's first satellite. Carried.

SLOOH Survey for RASC members by Franklin Loehde

For those members that have used our Centre account or their own personal account to take pictures from the telescopes on the Canary
Islands and/or Chile when it was operating, I would like to hear from you so as to assess the potential and existing uses for our broader
memberships and others affiliated with us. 

You can reach me, Franklin Loehde, at franklinloehde @ yahoo dot com
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http://www.statutoryholidays.com/
http://www.campusmap.ualberta.ca/
http://www.campusmap.ualberta.ca/
http://www.campusmap.ualberta.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Boston-Pizza-Glenora/463747183652384
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Boston-Pizza-Glenora/463747183652384
http://www.telusworldofscienceedmonton.com/


Comet C/2014 E2 Jacques by Franklin Loehde

Comets usually have a short existence in the inner portions
of the  solar  system and soon rejoin the  cold depths  of  space,
shedding their dust and ionic tails fairly quickly. A good example
are  these  two  photographs  [see  cover,  and  below]  of  Comet
Jacques, the first of mine from SLOOH in the Canary Islands, on

August  18th,  the  second  (below)  taken  by  another  member  at
SLOOH, Nov. 5. In the first photograph Jacques was near naked-
eye visibility  but  in  the  second one  it  shines  at  a  feeble  17.2
magnitude.

Jasper Dark Sky Festival by Sharon Morsink

This year's Jasper Dark Sky Festival was bigger than ever,
with more days and evenings of observing, and lots of talks by
famous people such as  Jay Ingram and  Chris Hadfield. In past
years,  the  Dark  Sky  Festival  has  included  evening  observing
sessions  on  the  Friday  and  Saturday  evenings,  and  solar
observing and public lectures on the Saturday afternoon. Since
there was a partial  solar eclipse taking place on the Thursday
afternoon, the event was extended to include the eclipse. 

I remained in Edmonton for the eclipse, where we had an
excellent clear sky, and great view of the eclipse including the
very  memorable  monster  sunspot  group.  Many  Edmonton
RASCals were in Jasper for the eclipse.  They also had very good
weather in Jasper and  were able to view most of the eclipse. 

I  drove  out  to  Jasper  on  Friday  in  time  to  set  up  my
telescope at Lake Annette. The evening started out cloudy, so we
were at first just getting quick holes in the cloud showing bits of
the  Summer Triangle.  But  as  the  evening progressed,  the  sky

cleared very nicely.  Photo 1 shows the view to the South over
Lake Annette early in the evening. Photo 2 shows the view to the
North  towards  the  parking  lot  with  the  walkway  lit  by  LED
lights. I had a small telescope set up, a 3.5" Questar, and I had it
pointed at the Pleiades star cluster for most of the night. Photo 3
shows  the  view  of  the  cluster  between  two  trees  from  my
observing site.  Finally,  Photo  4 shows the  Milky Way in the
view South over Annette lake with some mountains visible. 

Saturday was totally overcast, so the main highlights were
the talks by the speakers in the afternoon, and a rocket launch
started by  Chris  Hadfield.  Later  on in  the  evening there were
lectures  by  Jay  Ingram  and  Chris  Hadfield  with  musical
accompaniment. I was able to stay for the first half hour of Jay
Ingram's  presentation,  which  was  a  musical  history  of  space
flight. It  was pretty cool. I snuck out of the performance  and
then drove out to Pyramid island to help out with the Starlight
Adventure. Unfortunately, it was very cloudy, so we didn't set up
telescopes. However, an artist had set up an interesting LED art
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http://chrishadfield.ca/
http://www.jayingram.ca/


This was an excellent event. The visitors had a good time,
and  got  to  look  through  many  telescopes  (on  Thursday  and

Friday) and also experienced fun activities and presentations.  I'd
like  to  thank  Ross  Sinclair  for  putting  in  the  hard  work  to
organize  the  astronomy  side  of  this  event,  which  was  well-
organized and lots of fun!
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