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Part of the Veil Nebula, captured by Franklin Loehde and SLOOH.
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RASC Edmonton Centre Contact Information see also http://edmontonrasc.com/public/councilcontacts.html

Mailing address RASC Edmonton Centre On the web http://edmontonrasc.com
788, 10301 104 St. http://www.facebook.com
Edmonton, AB, T5J 1B9 https://twitter.com/EdmontonRASC
Canada

Observing Deck 780-452-9100 x2249

Stardust submissions: Submit articles by email to the editor (see above). Submission deadline is the 2nd Sunday
before the monthly meeting. Meeting dates are on the following page. Any standard document format is fine (MSOffice,
OpenOffice, LibreOffice, AbiWord,) but plain text is preferred. Do not try to layout and format your article; your labour
will only be discarded. Graphics may be submitted as separate files, and clearly identified; indicate references to them
within the text. Do not consider your article successfully submitted until you receive a confirmation email from the editor.
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Upcoming Events, Meetings, and Deadlines

Regular Meetings are held monthly (see below) from September
to June at 7:30pm in Telus World of Science, 11211 – 142 St.

Admission is free, and everyone is welcome to attend, member 
or not. Follow the signs from the main entrance.

Observers meetings are held monthly (see below) at Boston 
Pizza, 10543 – 124 St. Contact the observing_group @ 
edmontonrasc.com for details.

Council meetings are held monthly (see below) from September 
to May at 7:15 in the 5th floor observatory of the CCIS  *   Building   
on the U of A campus. Any RASC Edmonton member may 
attend.

* Centennial Centre for Interdisciplinary Science

MEETINGS 2014

Edmonton Area Astronomy Discussions: astro@mailman. srv. ualberta. ca
To subscribe, send a blank email to: astro-request@mailman. srv. ualberta. ca 
with the subject line: subscribe

The above mailing list is completely independent and is not associated with RASC Edmonton Centre in any way. 

SLOOH Survey for RASC members by Franklin Loehde

For those members that have used our Centre account or their own personal account to take pictures from the telescopes on the Canary
Islands and/or Chile when it was operating, I would like to hear from you so as to assess the potential and existing uses for our broader
memberships and others affiliated with us. 

You can reach me, Franklin Loehde, at franklinloehde @ yahoo dot com

RASC Material for the Provincial Archives by Roxy Garstad, Archive Liason

Calling  all  spring  cleaners!  Do you have  material  that  is
related to the RASC – Edmonton Centre stored in your home?
Please consider donating to the Provincial Archives of Alberta
(PAA).  Instead  of  potentially  valuable  historical  materials
languishing in our basements, it can be shared with our fellow
Albertans at no cost to you. Over the past year, we have entered
into discussions  with  the  PAA  regarding  the  storage  and
maintenance  of  the  vast  number  of  materials  and  records  the
Centre and its members have in storage and in our homes. This
material  is  potentially  valuable  to  many  different  groups  of
people,  including RASC members  (like you!),  researchers and

students from universities and colleges throughout Alberta, and
history buffs. Sharing our material ensures that it will be well-
looked  after  in  a  climate-controlled,  preservation-friendly
environment,  catalogued  by  experts  (with  contents  described
online),  and  available  freely  to  the  public.  The  Edmonton
Centre’s  activities,  and  its  associated  people,  have  played  an
important role in the history of our province, and the associated
materials aid in preserving and showcasing the Centre’s history. 

Over the next few months, please consider gathering your
materials and when you are ready to donate, please contact me,
Roxy Garstad, at archive @ edmontonrasc.com .

MONEY MOTION

Moved that the Centre spend up to $3500 from the Casino Fund for storage locker rental for the year 2014.
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Mount Lemmon Sky Night by Sharon Morsink

The city of Tucson is lucky to be surrounded by mountains,
many of which have telescopes on their peaks. Kitt Peak (about
150  km  to  the  West)  is  the  most  famous,  and  hosts  a  large
number  of  National  observatory  telescopes.  Less  famous  is
Mount Lemmon, located about 20 km North of Tucson, towering
2000 meters above the city. Mount Lemmon observatory is run
by the University of Arizona, and most of the telescopes are used
for public outreach. There is one set of telescopes dedicated to
searching for asteroids which might come close to the Earth. The
observatory started off as a cold war era radar station, and was
converted into a purely science station in more recent years. In
Photo 1, one of the smaller telescope domes is shown to the left,
while to the right is the old radar station. 

The public outreach program for school groups is supported
financially through an interesting scheme. They have one large
dome  with  a  new 32-inch  telescope  (Photo  2)  and  they  host
special  "Sky Nights"  limited  to  20  participants,  who pay $60
each to participate. (Kitt Peak also has a similar program, but I
thought  that  the  32-inch  telescope and shorter  drive  made the
Mount Lemmon program the winner.) The program lasted about
4  hours.  Since  this  is  an  early  evening  program,  I  chose  an
evening  when  the  Moon  was  at  3rd  quarter  so  it  would  not
interfere.  We drove  up the  mountain  and  arrived  at  the  gates
before sunset. They provided us with a light dinner (sandwiches)
while our host gave us a short talk about what we'd be seeing.
Then we watched sunset from the mountaintop, looked at some

constellations during twilight (Photo 3), and then moved over to
the observatory for the main event. 

That  evening  we  had  excellent  seeing,  and  a  clear  sky
(despite the clouds  visible in Photo 1).  Photo 4 shows the stars
through the observatory slit, taken by placing the camera on a
chair in the dome, since I didn't have a tripod. That evening we
had outstanding views of the Orion nebula, Jupiter and Galilean
moons,  the  Sombrero  galaxy,  the  globular  cluster  M3, an ISS
pass, the Eskimo planetary nebula, and Mars. The views of Orion
and the Sombrero had breath-taking detail. It totally knocked my
socks off. The strange thing though, is that most of the visitors
had never looked through a telescope before, so I think that the
whole wonder of the quality of the views seemed a bit lost on
them. In  order  to really  appreciate the  view of Orion through
such a great set-up, it's good to first pay your dues and observe it
many  times  through  a  small  scope  in  crummy  observing
conditions like most of us do. 

After the program was over, we drove down the mountain,
stopping at many of the lookout points along the way. It was very
educational  to  see  how  the  quality  of  the  night  sky  really
deteriorated as  we went  downwards  and had to  view through
more of the atmosphere. 

RASC club members would really enjoy this outing and I
highly recommend it to you all.
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TWoS Casino SOS!

SOS! The Telus World of Science, our partners in science, are desperately short of volunteers for the casino on June 30th and July
1.  Positions open include  two assistant  Managers,  a  Banker,  2  Cashiers  and Count  Room personnel.  Your assistance  is  greatly
appreciated and spouses are welcome.

None of the positions are particularly onerous and much enjoyment is had discussing astronomy and the issues on the front page.
Solutions greatly appreciated, I might add. Food is available for the famished - a most excellent menu is provided.

The volunteer forms are available at the meeting and on the RASC Edmonton Centre web page:  edmontonrasc.com. They can be
passed on to me, Frankie Florian or any of the staff at TWOSE. Much appreciated.

Thank you all for helping out, for the casino is the source of much of the money that is used by our Centre and TWOSE for many
worthwhile projects.

Franklin Loehde
Former Casino Manager

Astronomy Weekend by Larry Wood 

Astronomy weekend 2014 began as I set up my 12.5 inch
telescope on the promenade at about 8:30 on Friday May 9. I was
soon joined  by  other RASC members  Bruce  McCurdy,  Denis
Boucher, Franklin Loehde, and a new members Cole Fichter and
Candice  Laurie.  Bruce  had  his  8  inch,  Cole  his 4"  refractor,
Franklin  his  tablet  and  4  inch,  and  Denis  utilized  his camera
taking some Moon shots and observer photos. The weather was
quite nice  as  the  afternoon  wind  had  subsided  resulting  in
moderately good seeing. There was some cloud to the south but
we  managed  to  have  a  good view of  the  Moon,  and  planets
Jupiter  and  Mars  for  almost  the  entire evening.  Some people
stopped for just a brief minute as they passed on their way to
somewhere else. Others strolled the promenade returning to view
the  different  objects  as  they  became well  placed  for  viewing
often with extra interested friends.  Many others stayed around
for a good part of the evening asking questions about equipment,
science, and just about anything. The Moon is always a popular
target with many OMGs and oh wows as they get their first view
of either in a telescope. At about midnight just before packing it
in for the night we had a brief look at Saturn and despite its low
altitude  visitors  were  still  impressed.  In  all  I  would estimate
about 75 visitors stopped for a view during the evening. 

Saturday evening was mostly clear with the odd light fluffy
drifting by while the seeing was quite average on the nice spring
evening. Even so the visitors were still very impressed with the
fine views of Jupiter, the Moon, Mars,  and Saturn. As on the
previous  night  there  were  several RASC  members  out  with
telescopes  in  tow:  Arnold  Rivera  with  his  new 10", Franklin
Loehde, Luca & Kathryn Vanzella with their 8" SCT, Clayton

Knoll with his 12" GO-TO dob, and Kent Martens with his 9.25"
Celestron SCT.  Ross  Sinclair  along  with  Carolyn  Porco  (the
visiting May meeting speaker) were there for some time as Ross
showed Carolyn around the observing venues. There was quite a
crowd around for most of the evening and a wild guess put the
number of visitors at about 100 before we packed it in at about
11:30.

Sunday evening started out slowly as people were with their
families celebrating Mothers  Day.  Arnold  Rivera  and  I  had a
slow steady stream of visitors until after midnight bringing the
total to about 40 in number. The seeing was very good offering
an  outstanding  views  of  Mars  and  the Moon.  At  295x  Mars
showed fine detail of the North Polar Cap (NPC), and with an
orange filter inserted would reveal Mare Cimmerium, a couple of
faint dark spots in the equatorial region, as well as the dark rim
around the NPC. An interesting feature we saw on the Moon's
limb turned out to be the near side rim of the crater Baille with a
shadowed area beyond creating a dent on the limb. Centred in
this  dark  region  was  a bright  pinpoint  of  light  which  I  first
thought  was  a  central  peak  of  the large  crater  but  higher
magnification revealed it to be a piece of the rim of the smaller
crater Baille "B". The libration was near -5 degrees on that limb
so that the usually easily seen Baille was a limb object on this
night.

Not a bad turnout with about 200+ visitors on a weekend
that was a bit cool but with a good array of interesting objects to
observe.  Accolades  to   all  the  members  who  supported
Astronomy week. 
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