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RASC Edmonton Centre Contact Information

Mailing address RASC Edmonton Centre
c/o Telus World of Science
11212 – 142 St
Edmonton, AB, Canada, TM5 4A1

Centre Website http://www. edmontonrasc. com

Observing Deck 452-9100 ext 2249

Stardust Articles for Stardust may be submitted by email to mward@interbaun. com. Submission deadline is the
last  day of  the previous month (e.  g.  for  the May issue submit  by 30 Apr).  Submit in any standard
document format (MSOffice, OpenOffice, AbiWord, plain text). TimesNewRoman 10pt single-spaced is
preferred. Don't bother with fancy formatting, odd spacing, strange fonts, etc. ; it will only be discarded.
Graphics (GIF or JPG please) may be submitted as separate files, and clearly identified. Do not consider
your article successfully submitted unless you receive a confirmation email from the editor. 
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Upcoming Events, Meetings, and Deadlines

MEETINGS 2013

* moved because of statutory holiday

MEETING LOCATIONS 2013

Regular General Meetings are at 7:30pm 
in Telus World of Science, 11211 – 142 St
follow the signs from the main entrance

Council Meetings are TBA

Observers Meetings: location varies

 

Edmonton Area Astronomy Discussions: astro@mailman. srv. ualberta. ca
To subscribe, send a blank email to: astro-request@mailman. srv. ualberta. ca 
with the subject line: subscribe

The above mailing list is completely independent and is not associated with RASC Edmonton Centre in any way. 

IMPORTANT! READ THIS

STARDUST: CHANGES TO PUBLICATION AND DISTRIBUTION

• Stardust is going green, and paperless (almost). 
• It will be available as a PDF from the RASC Edmonton web site, http://www. edmontonrasc. com. 
• As each new issue becomes available, members will be emailed a link to it. 
• A limited number of paper copies will be available at meetings, first come, first served. 
• This change is going to be phased in between now and June, 2013. 
• You need to provide the RASC Membership Secretary (membership@edmontonrasc. com) with an email address, if

there isn't already one on record. 
• Be sure to notify the Membership Secretary if you change email addresses. 
• The last full paper print edition of Stardust will be June 2013. 

ADVANTAGES: The on-line version is:

• in colour;
• not limited to 10 pages;
• available from anywhere in the world with an internet 

connection. 
• money saving:

• no printing costs;
• no mailing costs;

• manpower saving:
• no proofs to check;
• no printed copies to pick up;
• no envelope stuffing & mailing;

IF YOU DO NOT OWN A COMPUTER, do not panic:

• Computer access can be had for FREE: join the 
Edmonton Public Library - normally $12/year, but 
right now it is free for their 100th anniversary. 

• All branch libraries have printers, and workstations that 
can read PDFs. 

• Library staff are happy to help. 
• Free email accounts are available from several 

providers, e. g. Google, Yahoo, HotMail, and others. 

Friendly advice: when you sign up for a free email account, do 
not use your real name & address etc. , make up something, 
they'll never know; otherwise, you could soon be drowning in 
paper junk mail, and telemarketers will have a field day. 

SLOOH Survey for RASC members 

For those members that have used our Centre account or their own personal account to take pictures from the telescopes on the Canary
Islands and/or Chile when it was operating, I would like to hear from you so as to assess the potential and existing uses for our broader
memberships and others affiliated with us. 

You can reach me, Franklin Loehde, at franklinloehde @ yahoo dot com
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President's Report by Ross Sinclair

Well,  this  weekend  we finally  got  some heat!  And pretty
darn clear skies to go along with it.  I was out on my balcony
taking in some of the sights and really just enjoying the sheer
luxury of being able to watch the baseball game and look at stars
at  the  same  time.  I  hope  may  members  got  their  fill  this
weekend? It's been a poor last several months and we are due for
some nice nights, even if they're on the short side!

We had the casino and April 27/28 and it all went very well.
I did a shift as a cashier and got to spend some time with Bruce,
Clayton,  and  Nels.  While  it  wasn't  super  busy it  was  a  good
chance to talk with a few people that I don't get to see all that
often.  I  find  it's  always  good  to  get  some  new and  different
insights  as  to  how things  are  going  with  the  club.  A sincere
THANK YOU to all the members and volunteers who helped,
yet  again,  to  make  it  all  happen.  It  couldn't  be  done without
YOUR effort. And the person who makes this all happen (and
has for some time) is Franklin Loehde. Thanks to Franklin for all
his efforts, yet again! We'll be back looking for casino volunteers
somewhere around early 2015!

Many of you are aware that we may have an opportunity to
do  something  with  the  Queen  Elizabeth  Planetarium.  A small
committee has been formed to look over the building and decide
just how we want to proceed with the City of Edmonton. The
first meeting gave us a chance to get inside the outer ring and
while  there  are  many issues,  it's  not  as  bad  as  I  would  have
thought.  Unfortunately,  the  star  theatre  was  sealed  due  to  an
asbestos issue which is being exacerbated by a minor leak in the
roof. It appears that the asbestos issue is high on the COE's list
and is likely to be dealt with fairly soon. The intent for the Centre
is to use the QEP as our Outreach Central.  It  gives  us decent

space for small classes, a dome for those cloudy nights, and lots
of sidewalk for setting up scopes. While this is by no means a
gimme, many people think we need to take the chance. As things
progress  I'll  keep everyone  up to date.  Many of you put your
name forth  and I  am hoping we can  get  everyone  together  at
some point and move in a big way on it! This would be another
jewel in our crown!

So, what more can be said about Chris Hadfield? This guy is
showing  space  agencies  all  around  world  how  to  really  get
people excited about SPACE. Even some nerds like yours truly
are getting excited about it  and this is from someone who can
babble on endlessly about the topic. One can only imagine what
other  space  faring  individuals  are  saying  to  themselves
something along the lines of what a batter might be muttering to
himself on his way back to the dugout after striking out! Chris
has done an incredible job of keeping people in the loop. From
the sounds of  the space  station, to demonstrations about meal
preps and brushing your teeth, to the many technical goings on
within ISS, education with students all across Canada, and the
music done with thousands. He's  a superb example of  how to
how to do it and do it well. If we had more people like him, the
politicians would be falling over themselves to get more funding
into the CSA or NASA. Great stuff indeed! Perhaps we can look
forward to having Chris visit us someday at the Centre!

One last thing: go get some information about the Western 
Canadian Star Parties here:

 http://edmontonrasc.com/public/wescanstarparties.html

OK, all for now. Enjoy the warmer weather and keep looking
up!

Casino Report by Franklin Loehde and Peter Hall

Well Done Folks at the RASC Casino!

On April 27 & 28 we held our casino to raise funds for the 
myriad of activities we undertake to promote our love of 
astronomy. We can thank the members of our Centre, 
supporters/volunteers from the Edmonton Space and Science 
Foundation, employees of the Telus World of Science- 
Edmonton, just friends and a representative of the Northern 
AlbertaRadio Club for making it another success. It is much 
appreciated.  Heck, even the past President of the Lethbridge 
Astronomical Society, Gordon Falconer put in time for us!

The following people came out in our support or acted as 
back-ups: Nels Andersen, Cornelia Blunck, Bob Casgrain, David
Cleary, Gordon Falconer, Frankie Florien, Robert Gariepy 

(double time), Howard Gibbins, Bob Gibeault, Luther Haave, 
Peter and Ann Hall, Sheldon Helbert, Doug and Joan Hube, 
Harold Jacobsen, Gordon Knight, Clayton Knoll, Alister and 
Valerie Ling, Franklin Loehde, Linda Mahoney, Kent Martens, 
Bruce McCurdy, Shaun McGregor, Sharon Morsink, Mike 
Noble, Arnold Rivera, Geoff Robertson, Ron Salyzyn, Rosalyn 
Schillberg, Ross Sinclair, Stephen Sinclair, Bill Stephens, Luca 
Vanzella, Lori Walton, Diane Wong, Larry Wood, John 
Woolley, and Mark Zalcik.

For the two days we raised for deposit in the government 
Trust Fund for the Quarter some $107,000  and can expect to 
receive in the neighborhood of $70,000 in Early August.

FOR SALE: Classic 8 inch Celestron

Great starter scope in excellent condition, complete with:

• Storage / carrying case (lockable & foam lined)
• Heavy-duty Meade Tripod
• Celestron Equatorial Wedge
• University Optics 6 x 100 finder scope
• 40mm eyepiece
• Star diagonals for scope & finder
• Wooden accessories case (foam lined)
• Neoprene Dew cap

ASKING $1500

CONTACT

Howard Gibbins

umajor @ telus.net

780-469-8765 evenings
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• Lens caps for telescope & finder scope
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