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RASC Edmonton Centre Contact Information

Mailing address RASC Edmonton Centre
c/o Telus World of Science
11212 – 142 St
Edmonton, AB, Canada, TM5 4A1

Centre Website http://www.edmontonrasc.com

Observing Deck 452-9100 ext 2249

Stardust Articles for Stardust may be submitted by email to mward@interbaun.com. Submission deadline is the
last  day  of  the  previous  month (e.g.  for  the  May issue  submit  by  30  Apr).  Submit  in  any  standard
document format (MSOffice, OpenOffice, AbiWord, plain text). TimesNewRoman 10pt single-spaced is
preferred. Don't bother with fancy formatting, odd spacing, strange fonts, etc.; it will only be discarded.
Graphics (GIF or JPG please) may be submitted as separate files, and clearly identified. Do not consider
your article successfully submitted unless you receive a confirmation email from the editor.
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Upcoming Events, Meetings, and Deadlines

MEETINGS 2013

* moved because of statutory holiday

MEETING LOCATIONS 2013

Regular General Meetings are at 7:30pm 
in Telus World of Science, 11211 – 142 St
follow the signs from the main entrance

Council Meetings are TBA

Observers Meetings: location varies

 

Edmonton Area Astronomy Discussions: astro@mailman.srv.ualberta.ca
To subscribe, send a blank email to: astro-request@mailman.srv.ualberta.ca 
with the subject line: subscribe

The above mailing list is completely independent and is not associated with RASC Edmonton Centre in any way.

IMPORTANT! READ THIS

STARDUST: CHANGES TO PUBLICATION AND DISTRIBUTION

• Stardust is going green, and paperless (almost).
• It will be available as a PDF from the RASC Edmonton web site, http://www.edmontonrasc.com.
• As each new issue becomes available, members will be emailed a link to it.
• A limited number of paper copies will be available at meetings, first come, first served.
• This change is going to be phased in between now and June, 2013.
• You need to provide the RASC Membership Secretary (membership@edmontonrasc.com) with an email address,  if

there isn't already one on record.
• Be sure to notify the Membership Secretary if you change email addresses.
• The last full paper print edition of Stardust will be June 2013.

ADVANTAGES: The on-line version is:

• in colour;
• not limited to 10 pages;
• available from anywhere in the world with an internet 

connection.
• money saving:

• no printing costs;
• no mailing costs;

• manpower saving:
• no proofs to check;
• no printed copies to pick up;
• no envelope stuffing & mailing;

IF YOU DO NOT OWN A COMPUTER, do not panic:

• Computer access can be had for as little as $1 per 
month: join the Edmonton Public Library ($12/year).

• All branch libraries have printers, and workstations that 
can read PDFs.

• Library staff are happy to help.
• Free email accounts are available from several 

providers, e.g. Google, Yahoo, HotMail, and others.

Friendly advice: when you sign up for a free email account, do 
not use your real name & address etc., make up something, 
they'll never know; otherwise, you could soon be drowning in 
paper junk mail, and telemarketers will have a field day.

SLOOH Survey for RASC members 

For those members that have used our Centre account or their own personal account to take pictures from the telescopes on the Canary
Islands and/or Chile when it was operating, I would like to hear from you so as to assess the potential and existing uses for our broader
memberships and others affiliated with us. 

You can reach me, Franklin Loehde, at franklinloehde @ yahoo dot com
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The Planets by Murray Paulson

This  month  we  see  Mercury return  to  the  morning  sky,
figuratively  speaking.  Last  month was  a  great  apparition with
many chances to view it in the evening twilight. I even caught it
in conjunction with Mars, but this month is a different story. On
March  4th,  Mercury  passes  between  the  Earth  and  the  sun,
passing 3.7 degrees above the sun. At magnitude 4.7, don't even
think  of  it!  And  it  proceeds  into  the  dreaded  shallow  spring
morning  ecliptic,  so  it  will  rise  just  before  the  sun.  This
apparition  is  a  daytime  only  event.  The  Greatest  Western
elongation  occurs  on  March  31  when  Mercury  will  shine  at
magnitude 0.2 and 27 .7 degrees from the sun. It will show a 7.2"
half disc in the eyepiece.

Venus spends the month within 6 degrees of the sun, and on
March 28th will pass 1.33 degrees below it on the far side of the
sun. Venus shines at magnitude -3.9 and would show you a 9.68"
disc in the eyepiece if you could find it in the suns glare.

Mars lies in the twilight glare 10 degrees from the sun and
shines at magnitude 1.1. If  you looked at it in a telescope you
would see its diminutive 3.9" disc. It will be a tough hunt which
will only get tougher as the month progresses. It will be all but
invisible for the next 6 months as it comes up to its conjunction
next month and on into the summer twilight. 

Jupiter, the planet that keeps on giving. The other night I
had a quick look at it and was blessed with a shadow transit of

Io. At the beginning of this month Jupiter shines at magnitude
-2.2 and presents a 39.1" disc. It  transits the meridian at 6 pm,
and it  is  obvious that  it  is  on its  way out.  It  will  linger  long
enough for Astronomy days next month. On March 17at 6 pm the
Moon will pass 1.75 degrees above Jupiter. It will be about twice
the distance of the Christmas conjunction. By the month's end,
Jupiter will fade slightly to magnitude -2.1 and shows a disc of
35.8". 

At the beginning of March Saturn rises just before midnight
and steps into the evening sky. It shines at magnitude 0.4 and in
the eyepiece shows a 17.9 disc. The rings are tilted up at an angle
of 19.2 degrees and present an delightful sight. Over the month
Saturn  will  expand  slightly  to  18.7"  and  brighten  slightly  to
magnitude 0.2. It will now rise at just after 9 pm and will sit at 18
degrees altitude in the south east at midnight. Next month Saturn
will come to opposition, but more on that later.

Uranus is lost to the twilight glare and meets up with the
sun on March 28th coincidentally with Venus. A mighty hard
conjunction to observe! After its conjunction it  will move into
the  morning  sky,  joining  Neptune and  the  dreadful  morning
ecliptic will hide it and Neptune until the summer star parties. 

President's Report by Ross Sinclair

March is here and so is comet PANSTARRS; keep your eyes
looking west, low to the horizon just after sunset and hopefully
we'll get a great show. In looking at Starry night for March 12
the comet will be about four degrees south of a very new moon,
about 30 hours old. On March 13 we have the moon within 10
degrees  of the comet and if we get  a nice long bright  tail the
moon  will  actually  occult  it.  Of  course,  the  over-arching
requirement is a clear west sky.

The Russian meteorite,  seemingly to be named Chebarkul,
after the lake in the area which it fell, sure lit things up for a few
days. I found it quite funny that many of the voices that predicted
the  end  of  the  world  in  December  sprang  back  into  action
harking the cometary end now. Clearly the event has re-kindled
the need to look up with more intent to ensure we can see what's
coming our way. This should help bring some awareness to the
sky sciences and perhaps bring more funding to projects world-
wide.

The Observatory Planning Committee met on March 3rd and
came up with a  number of  steps  to  help modernize  the deck.
Along with a bunch of new hardware approved in the last couple
meetings, there will be some re-arrangement of scopes and other
assets. We're also looking at updating some of the furniture to
provide a more functional layout. This work will start once the
warm weather arrives,  and continue throughout the summer. If
you are interested in helping out with the upgrades, talk to Peter
Hall.  If  you  are  interested  in  volunteering  at  the deck  for  the

various shifts, contact Cornelia Blunck.
We still  have about  25K of unallocated of casino dollars.

Please get  your ideas into myself via the expenditure proposal
form from the downloads section on the website. Some ideas are
public outreach or hardware that can be used at such a session or
at  the  observatory.  If  you  have  any  questions,  please  contact
myself and I'll get you going!

I have to say it's nice to be on the outside looking in at the
General Assembly this year. We we're starting to ramp up about
this time last year for the 2012 event and that turned out to be a
lot more work than I expected and then some. That all said, it
was a fine time! This year's event is looking to be more fun and I
get to sit back and enjoy being in a part of Canada I've not been
before.  The plan is to drive out there via the Yellowhead and
Trans-Canada over a few days prior and take in some camping.
On the return I hope to come across the northern States which I
have  been  before  but  not  for  many years.  I  highly encourage
anyone who missed out last year  to head to Thunder Bay this
summer to attend.

As many of  you  know, we had long time member of  the
Edmonton Centre, Mike Noble, in the U of A hospital for a few
days last month. It was quite a shock to hear but from talking to
him a few times over the last couple weeks, things are improving
day by day. Best of luck to Mike in his recovery!

OK? All for now? Fingers crossed for PanStarrs, and keep
looking up!
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TELESCOPE  FOR SALE

MEADE 12" LX90 ACF + accessories

Used once, still in original box, 4 years old.

Asking $3000, cost $4,000 new.

Contact Danielle:

danijaw at yahoo dot ca

Owner lives near Pincher Creek.

Serious inquiries only please.

CASINO VOLUNTEER FORMS – following pages

The money Edmonton RASC gets from Casinos is essential for our day-to-day operations as well as things like 
outreach projects. PLEASE HELP!

NOTE: These forms are also available from http://edmontonrasc.com, look for the big green dollar sign, or use the direct links:

http://edmontonrasc.com/public/download/RASCVolunteer2113.pdf
http://edmontonrasc.com/public/download/RASCCasinoGamingVoluntee006.pdf
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