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Telephone numbers should be preceded by 780 unless otherwise indicated.

Mailing address RASC Edmonton Centre
c/o Telus World of Science
11212 – 142 St
Edmonton, AB, Canada, TM5 4A1

Centre Website http://www.edmontonrasc.com

Observing Deck 452-9100 ext 2249

Stardust Articles for Stardust may be submitted by email to mward@interbaun.com. Submission deadline is the 
last  day  of  the  previous  month (e.g.  for  the  May issue  submit  by  30  Apr).  Submit  in  any  standard 
document format (MSOffice, OpenOffice, AbiWord, plain text). TimesNewRoman 10pt single-spaced is 
preferred. Don't bother with fancy formatting, odd spacing, strange fonts, etc.; it will only be discarded. 
Graphics (GIF or JPG please) may be submitted as separate files, and clearly identified. Do not consider  
your article successfully submitted unless you receive a confirmation email from the editor.

Edmonton Area Astronomy Discussions astro@mailman.srv.ualberta.ca

To subscribe, send a blank email to: astro-request@mailman.srv.ualberta.ca 

with the subject line: subscribe

The above mailing list is completely independent and is not associated with RASC Edmonton Centre in any way.
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Upcoming Events, Meetings, and Deadlines

MEETINGS 2012 MEETING LOCATIONS 2012

Regular General Meetings are at 7:30pm 
in Telus World of Science, 11211 – 142 St
follow the signs from the main entrance

Council Meetings are TBA

Observers Meetings: location varies

 

President's report by Peter Hall

Well,  the  weather  sure  changed in a  hurry  at  the  start  of 
November. This month's meeting is members' night so there is 
no main speaker. Some members will show us their expertise.

Franklin informs us that we have a casino date in late April 
2013, so we will be needing volunteers. This is our major fund 
raising project that we have every 2 years. Casino money funds 
all the upgraded equipment we want to purchase and donations 
that we give. Without this money we would be out selling candy 
bars and individually paying more for the activities we have.

Please  consider  volunteering  for  council,  either  on  the 
executive  or  council  itself;  we  have  some members  who  are 
stepping  down,  and  we  thank  them  for  their  time  and 
commitment.  These  positions  only  require  2  to  3  hours  per 
month, to attend the meetings. At present these are held in the 
CCIS building on the U of A campus. Talk to any member who 

has attended council meetings for more information.
At  the  January  Annual  General  meeting,  we  will  be 

presenting the annual awards.  The categories for these awards 
are: President's Award for Service to the Centre, Observer of the 
Year Award, Angus Smith Award for Excellence in Telescope 
Making  and  Design,  Bryce  Heartwell  memorial  Award  for 
Excellence  in  Astro-imaging,  George  Moores  Award  for 
Excellence in Public Education, and the Franklin Loehde Award 
for the Project of the Year. If you have a candidate in mind for 
any of these awards, please contact me.

RASC Calendars will be here soon, they have been shipped, 
cost will be decided soon.

Until next month, clear skies.

SPENDING PROPOSALS

These spending proposals were discussed at the September 
Council meeting. The following proposals were passed, all 
funding requests over $1500.00 will be forwarded to Alberta 

Gaming Commission for there approval. Proposals under 
$1500.00 are approved on AGLC use of proceeds document.

Motion: Approval by Council for posting to the Club, an expenditure of up to $1685.50 be used to purchase Astrodon  
filters for the SBIG CCD camera installed at the TELUS World of Science Edmonton Observatory; Moved by Chris 
Meerveld; Seconded Dave Cleary; subject to Gaming Commission approval. Motion carried.

Motion: Approval by Council for posting to the Club, an expenditure of up to $7800 USD from the casino fund, be  
used to purchase a William Optics 123 Triplet OTA refractor telescope and accessories, at the TELUS World of 
Science  Edmonton  Observatory;  Moved  by  Geoff  Robertson;  Seconded  Murray  Paulson;  subject  to  Gaming 
Commission approval. Motion carried.

Motion: Approval by Council for posting to the Club, an expenditure of up to $310 from the casino fund, be used to 
purchase a Sky Commander telescope controller, to replace the existing, malfunctioning Sky Commander controller 
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installed on the Starfire telescope at the TELUS World of Science Edmonton Observatory, Moved by Dave Cleary; 
Seconded Chris Meerveld; subject to Gaming Commission approval. Motion carried.

Motion: Approval by Council for posting to the Club, an expenditure of up to $840 from the casino funds be used to 
purchase a Meade LX80 dual OTA mount for the Meade 10” and Coronado H-alpha telescopes at the TELUS World  
of  Science  Edmonton  Observatory,  Moved  by  Dave  Cleary;  Seconded  Chris  Meerveld;  subject  to  Gaming 
Commission approval. Motion carried with 1 opposed.

Motion: Approval by Council for posting to the Club, an expenditure of up to $735 From the casino funds, be used to 
purchase a Astronomics Millennium Uni-mount for the giant binoculars at the TELUS World of Science Edmonton  
Observatory. Moved by Luca Vanzella; Seconded Ross Sinclair; subject to Gaming Commission approval. Motion  
carried

Motion: Approval by Council for posting to the Club, an expenditure of up to $3950 from the casino funds be used to  
purchase, be used to purchase two sets of parfocal eyepieces for the TELUS World of Science Edmonton Observatory,  
Moved by Ross Sinclair; Seconded Dave Cleary; subject to Gaming Commission approval. Motion carried.

Motion: Approval by Council for posting to the Club, an expenditure of up to $1270 from the casino funds be used to 
purchase an SBIG autoguider, Orion guidescope, and Losmandy rings for the Planewave telescope at the TELUS 
World of Science Edmonton Observatory, Moved by Geoff Robertson; Seconded Murray Paulson; subject to Gaming 
Commission approval. Motion carried.

Motion: Approval by Council for posting to the Club, an expenditure of up $9050 from the casino be used to purchase  
a Lunt 152mm solar telescope for the TELUS World of Science Edmonton Observatory, Moved by Ross Sinclair; 
Seconded Dave Cleary; subject to Gaming Commission approval. Motion carried.

The Stardust Digital Archive by Luca Vanzella

Over the years, Stardust has played “an essential role in the 
life of the RASC Edmonton Centre” and “forms a more or less 
permanent  record  of  our  activities”.  Even  as  technology  is 
profoundly  changing  the  way  people  communicate,  Stardust 
remains “the  most visible record of all that we do in pursuit of 
our hobby”.1

Since 1954, 24 editors have prepared 550 issues (including 
this one). It started as a one-page newsletter double-sided, typed 
and stenographed. In the early 1980's, it sometimes swelled into 
a 32-page booklet, prepared on a CompSet typesetting machine 
producing  rolls  of  developed  paper  which  were  waxed  and 
physically laid out on boards, which then went to the printer to 
be photographed and printed. April issues became funny starting 
in 1990. Colour sneaked into the digital format in January 2007, 
prepared using open-source software and digitally transmitted to 
the printer. Throughout it all, Stardust has recorded star nights, 
star  parties,  telescope  making,  observing  techniques,  planet 
reports,  meteor  counts,  optical  theory,  astrophotography 
techniques,  the  space  program,  Centre  finances,  news  from 
NASA,  findings  of  space  probes,  news  from  other  RASC 
Centres, book reviews, observing reports, meeting minutes, for 
sale ads and creative ways to spend gaming proceeds for public 
benefit.

Beginning  in  June  2007,  editor  Michael  Ward  began  to 
digitize past issues of Stardust and post them on our website; by 
July 2009, over 280 issues had been converted, but the project  
stalled and the digital collection remained incomplete. The year 
2012 marks the 80th anniversary of the RASC Edmonton Centre 
and  also  the  58th anniversary  of  Stardust.  To  celebrate  these 
milestones, I thought it was time to bring to conclusion the effort 
at  collecting  all  issues  in  one  place  and  making  them  easily 
accessible.  With the generous help of several Centre members 
past and present, I have compiled a  complete  digital archive of 

1 Dave Cleary, 50th Anniversary Stardust, November 2004.

this august publication.
I was motivated to finish this project a couple of years ago. I  

was about throw out my collection of  Stardust  issues,  when I 
checked the website to see if these issues were online. I found 
that  many  of  my  issues  were  not  there.  Thus  began  what  I 
thought would be relatively easy undertaking, given that Franklin 
Loedhe was around and he never throws out anything!

Did you notice the italics in “complete digital archive”? The 
collection is as complete as it  may ever be.  I strongly suspect 
there are 4 issues missing and my hope of finding them is fading. 
I have contacted many Centre old-timers but these missing issues 
have not turned up. Even Franklin Loedhe, sifting through his 
personal archives, has not found them.

Stardust has  not  always  had  a  consistent  publication 
schedule. The current pattern of 10 issues per year has continued 
uninterrupted since  1986.  The  first  half  of  the  1980's  had  bi-
monthly issues. Prior to that, there were generally 10 issues per 
year,  although some years  in  the  1970's  had an 11th issue  for 
summer, some years in the 1960's had 12 issues, and some years 
in  the  1950's  had  issues  covering  2  months.  Occasionally,  a 
publication gap has occurred for various reasons. It has thus been 
tricky  to  determine  whether  issues  missing  from  the  digital 
archive are ones that simply have not been found or are in fact 
gaps in publication. The missing issues are:

• October 1958 – Definitely missing, since the November 
1958 issue is numbered Vol 5, No 2.

• April, May 1959 – These are likely missing since the 
March and October 1959 issues make no mention of a gap.

• January  1967  –  Likely  missing,  since  the  December 
1966 and February 1967 issues make no mention of a gap.

Other  apparent  gaps  are  explained  in  surrounding  issues; 
space does not permit listing the reasons here.

And  so  with  this  issue,  the  complete digital  archive  of 
Stardust is unveiled at  edmontonrasc.com (click on the Stardust 
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link). I hope you enjoy the new look of the collection, featuring 
images of all covers.

Acknowledgements: Thanks to all who provided or scanned 
paper  issues  of  Stardust: Dave  Clyburn,  Howard  Gibbins, 
Franklin  Loehde,  Ross  Sinclair, Fred  Tauber, Michael  Ward, 
Tony Whyte. Thanks also to those people who I contacted about 

missing issues: Paul Deans, Alan Dyer, Denis Fell, Chris Gainor, 
Doug Hube, Ian McLennan, Dave Rodger, Dave Roles, Robert 
Rolf, Mark Zalcik. Apologies to anyone I have missed.

And many thanks to Luca Vanzella for putting it all together on  
the web site! - editor

Stardust Headings Over the Years , Part 2 by Luca Vanzella

In the October 1979 issue of Stardust, the 25th anniversary issue, 
then-editor  Paul  Deans  wrote  an  article  describing  and 
illustrating  the  headings  for  Stardust  over  the  years.  For  the 
Edmonton Centre's 80th anniversary, and Stardust's 57th year, the 

time seemed right to collect all of the various headings and put 
them together as a memento. In Part 2 of this article we look at 
headings from May 1978 to the present. See Stardust, Oct 2012 
for Part 1.

May 1978 – Apr 1980
Then a regal looking font appeared until 
April 1980, the last issue edited by Paul 
Deans.

Oct 1979
25th anniversary issue cover.

May 1980 – Feb 1985
May 1980 saw the introduction of a new 
sans serif font that lasted for more than 8 
years. The first few years had a single line 
intersecting the name.

Mar 1985 – Nov 1988
The next few years had 2 lines above the 
name.

Dec 1988 – Feb 1993
For about 4 years, a Times Roman font 
was used for the name.
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Apr 1990
This is the first Starbust cover. The April 
1991 Starbust cover looked very similar, a 
double-take is needed to discern the 
differences.

Mar 1993 – Nov 1994
This logo was designed by Randy Pakan, 
using the Virtuoso program on the NeXT 
computer. The April and May 1993 issues 
were two breaks in this series.

Dec 1994 – Jun 1996
Randy Pakan designed another logo, used 
for the next year and a half.

Sep 1996 – Jun 1999
A variety of headings and logos appeared 
for the next three years or so. A few are 
shown here.

Sep 1999 – Jun 2000
This heading, with a comet like swoosh, 
appeared for one season (only once 
adorned with Christmas lights).

Sep 2000 – Jun 2002
A block logo appeared for the next two 
seasons.
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Sep 2002 – Jun 2005
A second block logo appeared for the next 
three seasons.

Nov 2004
A very special, 50th anniversary, full 
colour issue was produced by Sherry 
Campbell.

Sep 2005 – Dec 2007
For the next two years, the heading 
featured the Society's seal in black & 
white.

Jan 2008 – Oct 2011
Then came the Society's seal in colour.

Nov 2011 – present 
Followed by the Centre seal, which is still 
used today.
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The Early History of the Edmonton RASC  by E. S. Keeping

This is a reprint of  a Stardust article published in five parts, from Nov 1979 to Mar 1980. Only the first two pages are printed here.  
Full text: edmontonrasc.com/public/history.html        Archived issues: edmontonrasc.com/public/stardust.html.
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