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M27, the Dumbbell Nebula in Vulpecula. Image by Franklin Loehde, SLOOH telescopes.
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RASC Edmonton Centre Contact Information - for a complete list see http://www.edmontonrasc.com/councilcontacts.html

Telephone numbers should be preceded by 780 unless otherwise indicated.

Mailing address RASC Edmonton Centre
c/o Telus World of Science
11212 – 142 St
Edmonton, AB, Canada, TM5 4A1

Centre Website http://www.edmontonrasc.com

Observing Deck 452-9100 ext 2249

Stardust Articles for Stardust may be submitted by email to mward@interbaun.com. Submission deadline is the 
last  day  of  the  previous month  (e.g.  for  the  May issue  submit  by 30 Apr).  Submit  in  any  standard  
document format (MSOffice, OpenOffice, AbiWord, plain text). TimesNewRoman 10pt single-spaced is 
preferred. Don't bother with fancy formatting, odd spacing, strange fonts, etc.; it will only be discarded. 
Graphics (GIF or JPG please) may be submitted as separate files, and clearly identified.

Edmonton Area Astronomy Discussions astro@mailman.srv.ualberta.ca

To subscribe, send a blank email to: astro-request@mailman.srv.ualberta.ca 

with the subject line: subscribe

The above mailing list is completely independent and is not associated with RASC Edmonton Centre in any way.
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Upcoming Events, Meetings, Deadlines, Announcements

MEETINGS 2011 MEETING LOCATIONS 2011

Regular General Meetings are at 7:30pm 
in Telus World of Science, 11211 – 142 St
follow the signs from the main entrance

Council Meetings are at 7:15 pm, room 
G217 BioSci, UofA campus

Observers Meetings: location varies

President's Report by Dwight Hansen

I would like to start off this month my mentioning that Dr. 
Warren  Finlay  will  be  giving  a  lecture  at  our  December  12 th 

General Meeting.  The topic is called “From Dust to Earth”.  This 
should prove to be very enlightening for all of us.

There is also a new initiative that will be presented by the 
Edmonton Outreach  Network at  our January  9,  2012 meeting. 

Carol  Newton  has  provided  Council  Members  with  a  lot  of 
insightful  information.   I  believe  our  membership  will  enjoy 
hearing more about this program.

And  on  a  final  note,  let’s  hope  we  see  some  superb 
observing weather this fall!

Observers Report by Larry Wood

Comet  Garradd   (C/2009  P1)  has  gotten  larger,  has 
brightened, and is showing a short wide tail. Well worth viewing 
-  finder  ephemeris  below.  Comet  Honda-Mrkos-Pajdusakova 
(45P) is mag 9 and is in the morning sky, rising about 1.5 hours 
before  the  first  light  of  dawn.   It  looks  like  Comet  Elenin 
(C/2010 X1) will be a no show at least visually as it was not seen 
as it passed by the Sun in SOHO solar images, so it has likely 
broken into smaller pieces. The Supernova SN 2011fe in M101 is 
fading a bit and with the last sighting I had on Sept 30 I put the  
brightness at 10.8 magnitude.

In last months report I somehow left out a report of a lovely 
crisp view Denis, Sharon, and I had of a Jupiter on Aug 29/30 at 
about 2:00 A.M. from Caroline. Using a 10.5mm plossl (180x) in 
my 12.5" the GRS was about a third of the way across the Jovian 
disc  and  was  followed  closely  by  the  shadow  of  the  Moon 
Europa. The Europa shadow was in the South Tropical Zone so 
was very prominent against the light coloured background. The 
GRS colour was not obvious but the GRS hollow and the dark 
eyebrow above the GRS oval were. But a strange little gap in the 
eyebrow was seen. It was only after seeing an older Jupiter image 
showing the GRS with the Red Spot Jr. above it that I realized 
what we were seeing. What I believe we saw was the GRS with a 
little white spot (LWS) sitting on top of it causing the gap. Then 
the eyebrow curved partway up each side of the LWS but with no 
eyebrow directly atop the LWS. I watched Jupiter for about an 
hour until unsteady seeing ended the great view.

 Pat Heinz went down to the Alberta Star Party at Starland 
and reports a good turnout with about 125 in attendance. He said 

the site was fairly dark with little white light intrusion and pretty 
good seeing, not to mention the great weather.  He had a good 
time  and  talked  about  the  many  activities  Calgary  Centre 
members are involved in: scope rentals, Lunar observing night, 
scope building etc. 

Sharon Tansey and I went out at Blackfoot on Friday Sept 
23 to do some observing. We were reluctant to go as the evening 
sky was cloudy, but it was expected to clear so we took a chance 
and headed out with good results  as we had a great warm night 
that ended at 3:00 a.m. We were joined by Ben ? a young fellow 
with an 8 GO TO. The air was not steady so size estimates are 
suspect.

Some things we looked at were:
• NGC 6884 a  PN in  Cygnus  8.8mm UWA Meade  @ 

220x: pretty bright, stellar, easy to ID by blinking w/ the 
OIII filter, no cent *, checked with specto barlow.

• NGC 6879 a  PN in  Sagitta  @ 220x,  busy  star  field, 
pretty  faint,  it  took  a  few  minutes  to  pinpoint  it  but 
responded  well  to  OIII,  stellar,  checked  w/  spectro 
barlow.

• Comet Garradd (C/2009 P1): small pbr core to 0.5' in 
dia, 7' dia coma w/ a 25' long fairly wide tail.

• S  Cephei:  a  bright  Carbon  star  that  stand  out  as  a 
reddish-yellow 9 mag star. Lovely!

• SN 2011fe in M101, Ring neb, Veil neb, M 27, & M81.
• Jupiter was not great.
• Watched for UARS which had already crashed  just 20 

minutes more.
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NPSP: Sept 29/Oct 1 at Black Nugget Lake. About 15 or so 
campsites were occupied by RASC observers, in our case we had 
3 observers Doug Billie, Sharon Tansey, and myself, plus a new 
guy joined us on Friday evening. Pat Heinz and Chris Meerveld 
were in the next site and Mike Hoskinson was nearby. We all had 
some interaction  great fun. The talks were interesting and again 
we never landed any prizes.

Pat had a puzzle while looking for the Phantom Streak (aka 
NGC6741) a PN in the tail  of Aquila.  Its no wonder it  was a 
phantom  as  it  is  plotted  one  degree  too  far  north  in  most 
catalogues. I had already seen it before and had made the change 
in my copy of Uranometria.  So with that info Pat was able to 
pinpoint it. Of course I had to look at it again. 

• NGC 6741:  a very small disc, pbr, < 1 upper right of a 
mag 12 star, responds well to OIII. Pat also had a look 

at the nearby dark nebula LDN 618 a large dark patch of 
sky in the MW.

• NGC 6778: larger disc 12 in dia, pbr, R, v ft cent star.
• Sn in M101
• The central  star in the Crescent Neb is a Wolf-Rayed 

star and in the spectroscopic barlow is a great example 
of  emission lines  in  a  stellar  spectrum.  The lines  are 
broadened out by the extreme solar wind coming off of 
the 200,000 degree central star.

Doug was revisiting some old favorites as he doesnt get out 
except  to star  parties   that  is  changing.  Sharon was doing her 
usual looking in the dob hole at Lacerta with her 8.  One of her 
targets was 

• IC 5217 a PN: pbr, R, size to 5 in dia.  I compare this 
PN as a twin to IC 2003 in Perseus,  similar size and 
brightness also viewed.

Garradd (C/2009 P1)
Date                  RA            declination    delta   mag
----                  --            -----------    -----   ---
10 Oct 2011 22:00:01  17h53m58.69s  +18 59' 21.9"  1.8136  8.0 Her
14 Oct 2011 22:00:01  17h49m28.96s  +18 52' 15.8"  1.8574  7.9 Her
18 Oct 2011 22:00:01  17h45m39.39s  +18 46' 58.3"  1.8990  7.9 Her
22 Oct 2011 22:00:01  17h42m25.59s  +18 43' 45.8"  1.9380  7.9 Her
26 Oct 2011 22:00:01  17h39m43.51s  +18 42' 52.8"  1.9740  7.9 Her
30 Oct 2011 22:00:01  17h37m29.35s  +18 44' 32.2"  2.0066  7.9 Her

The Planets by Murray Paulson

Mercury starts  out  the  month  coming out  of  conjunction 
with the sun and subsequently moves into the evening sky. It is 
sitting on the far side of the sun, shines at magnitude -0.7 and has 
a 4.75” disc. The fall evening ecliptic is incredibly shallow and 
you will have no chance to observe Mercury in the twilight as it 
sets shortly after the sun. Mercury will be a fine daytime hunt. In 
early  November  Mercury  shines  at  mag  -0.2  and  has  an 
interesting conjunction with Venus, but more on this next month.

Venus starts  off  the  month  14  degrees  from the  sun  and 
shining at magnitude -3.9. In the eyepiece you will see a 10.2” 
disc. Don’t bother looking for it in the twilight because it suffers 
from the dreaded fall ecliptic as well and sets ½ hour after the 
sun. It doesn’t get any better until November where Venus and 
Mercury are in conjunction but their place in the night sky does 
not improve..

Mars arrives on the scene rising well after midnight. 1:30 
am. It shines at magnitude 1.2 and will show a 5.4” disc in the 
eyepiece. It is making a slow return to our night sky and grows 
slightly over the month to 6.2” by the beginning of November. If 
we get some steady skies, it is worth a look even at this size.

At the beginning of October Jupiter will show a 48.8” disc 
and shines at magnitude -2.8. It will rise just before 8 pm and be 
at a respectable observing altitude by 11 pm. I was observing it at 
the Alberta Star Party and saw some dark barges on the North 

Equatorial  Belt  among  other  things.  The  GRS is  a  pale  pink 
hollow  and  there  was  detail  in  the  equatorial  region.  Jupiter 
comes  to  opposition  on  October  28th where  it  will  shine  at 
magnitude -2.9 and will show a 49.7” disc in the eyepiece. This 
is  just  about  as  big  as  Jupiter  gets,  so  get  out  and  see  it  at 
maximum.

Saturn is in conjunction with the sun on October 13 th and 
will not be visible until November where it will rise up in our 
morning sky.

Uranus continues to be well placed in the evening sky and 
shines at  magnitude 5.7. It  will  show you a lovely blue green 
3.7” disc in the eyepiece and sits 8 degrees east of the circlet of 
Pisces.  Check  out  the  Handbook  for  a  detailed  finder  chart. 
Uranus was at opposition last month and remains well placed for 
observing. Its  north pole is  tilted 14 degrees  toward us at this 
time. Its moon Titania shines at magnitude 13.9 and will be a bit 
of a challenge for 10 to 12” scopes, but a worth the challenge.

Neptune shows a 2.4” blue disc and shines at magnitude 7.8. 
Neptune  has  one  of  the  most  easily  found of  the  challenging 
moons. Triton shines at magnitude 13.4 and sits from 11 to 17” 
from Neptune. Use lots of magnification and get a chart of its 
position  from  your  favorite  software  before  the  hunt.  If  you 
check back in 3 hours time, you will see it move with respect to 
the background stars.
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Telescope for sale

http://edmonton.kijiji.ca/c-buy-and-sell-other-Omcon-515-Sky-Scan-Telescope-W0QQAdIdZ312387564

• Omcon 515 (made in Canada) Sky Scan 2001

• Mounted on a heavy duty surveyor's tripod

• Plossl 26 mm

• Plossl 7.5 mm

• Omcon 2x barlow

• generic 2.5 mm
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