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For a brief time in March-April, it is possible to observe all Messier objects in a single  
night – a Messeir Marathon. Image courtesy of Wikipedia Commons.
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RASC Edmonton Centre Contact Information - for a complete list see http://www.edmontonrasc.com/councilcontacts.html

Telephone numbers should be preceded by 780 unless otherwise indicated.

Mailing address RASC Edmonton Centre
c/o Telus World of Science
11212 – 142 St
Edmonton, AB, Canada, TM5 4A1

Centre Website http://www.edmontonrasc.com

Observing Deck 452-9100 ext 2249

Stardust Articles for Stardust may be submitted by email to mward@interbaun.com. Submission deadline is the 
last  day  of  the  previous month  (e.g.  for  the  May issue  submit  by 30 Apr).  Submit  in  any  standard  
document format (MSOffice, OpenOffice, AbiWord, plain text). TimesNewRoman 10pt single-spaced is 
preferred. Don't bother with fancy formatting, odd spacing, strange fonts, etc.; it will only be discarded. 
Graphics (GIF or JPG please) may be submitted as separate files, and clearly identified.

Edmonton Area Astronomy Discussions astro@mailman.srv.ualberta.ca

To subscribe, send a blank email to: astro-request@mailman.srv.ualberta.ca 

with the subject line: subscribe

The above mailing list is completely independent and is not associated with RASC Edmonton Centre in any way.
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Upcoming Events, Meetings, Deadlines, Announcements

MEETINGS 2011 MEETING LOCATIONS 2011

Regular General Meetings are at 7:30pm 
in Telus World of Science, 11211 – 142 St
follow the signs, from the main entrance

Council Meetings are at 7:15 pm, location 
to be announced.

Observers Meetings: location varies

CASINO MAY 19 & 20, 2011 VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

On the lovely snow-less but twilight-ridden days of May 19 & 20 our latest casino will be held at the Baccarat downtown so it will be 
the perfect opportunity to step forward to help maintain or add to our magnificent arsenal of equipment on the Observing Deck or  
extend our tremendous outreach programs.

The jobs to be done are simple and provide the opportunity to discuss with fellow volunteers the exciting events unfolding in the skies  
above. The volunteer forms are available in Stardust as well as in our website at http://edmontonrasc.com/public/

Thanks again.

Franklin Loehde, Fund Raising Chair 780-477-8881

LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS

The  TWOS Observatory needs volunteers. Our current hours are Friday, Saturday, and Sunday nights from 6:45 to 10 pm, and 
Saturday and  Sunday afternoons  from 12:45 to  4 pm. Extra  bodies  are  always  welcome,  but  are  especially  appreciated  for  the  
afternoon shifts (great  solar  observing opportunities!)  and Sunday nights (great  opportunity for  playing with  the toys).  You can 
volunteer as an RASC member, or you can volunteer formally as a TWOS volunteer, which does provide you with additional benefits. 

Contact: Cornelia 482-6775 cgblunck@telus.net
Frank 452-9100 ext. 2295 frankf@telusworldofscienceedmonton.com

STARDUST DISTRIBUTION

We need someone to help distribute this newsletter. Duties would include stuffing envelopes and putting labels on them. Don't be  
scared - bear in mind that the number of people who receive a printed and mailed copy is dropping steadily.

Contact: Sherry etagem@telus.net OR edm.president@edmontonrasc.com

Submit Your Ideas for the 2012 Observer's Handbook Challenge Alister Ling

Share with us a wonderful visual observing experience you've had (or want to have!) that might inspire hundreds of skygazers to try 
as well. Aim for an event or object that will leave observers thinking "that would be cool!". It can require a telescope or be visible to  
the unaided eye, just as long as it's not hopelessly beyond the reach of most amateur astronomers. Will you play a role in helping  
fellow observers achieve a personal best, and enjoy an experience out of the ordinary?

Please send ideas to Alister Ling (dawnskygaze@gmail.com) or Pat Kelly (patrick.kelly@dal.ca).
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2012 Observer's Calendar - Call for Images Dave Lane, Editor, Observer's Calendar

Astronomical images of all types are invited for consideration for publication in the 2012 Observer's Calendar  including: deep 
sky, solar system, and dramatic astronomically themed landscapes. Images can be prime focus, piggyback, eyepiece projection, or  
fixed tripod; and recorded on a digital/CCD camera, film, or webcam. Submitted images must be of sufficient quality and resolution to 
reproduce well at 10" x 12.5" and must be compatible with the "landscape" orientation of the calendar images. Generally, this will  
mean a resolution of at least 1200 pixels tall. We will also consider making a quilt or mosaic of lunar/planetary webcam captured  
images (so as not to over magnify an individual image for publication).

If you already have a gallery of images on your Web site, send me the link, but also direct me to your favourites. Both well-
known and obscure objects are published in the calendar, so to avoid having the same objects used too often, I will be screening for  
those that may have appeared in recent years.

Please email submissions to me at dlane@ap.stmarys.ca. While I have a bottomless email box, it's best to send me jpegs first. If 
your image is selected, I will request a full resolution tiff version. The deadline for submissions is 2010 May 31. If you have any  
questions, please don't hesitate to contact me.

President's Report by Dwight Hanson

Well hello everyone, how about this weather? Do you think 
we will ever see Spring?

I  would like  to  start  my report  by commending Sherrilyn 
Jahrig for a job well done at our “Winter Light Star Party”. As it  
turned out the weather prevented the organizers from holding the 
Star Party at Elk Island National Park. So what did they do, ha, 
they moved the entire event to Edmonton City Hall. Now how 
about  that  for  an encore?  The program included presentations 

from Dr. Warren Finlay, Dr. Erin Hauck-Walton and Dr. Sharon 
Morsink just to name a few. I would like to ask our members to 
visit www.winterlight.ca for all the details.

It  will be very nice to welcome back Dr. Doug Hube and 
enjoy another instalment on “the other side of astronomy”.

Until next time, cheers!

The Planets by Murray Paulson

The month of March starts off with Mercury rising into the 
evening sky from its late February conjunction with the sun. It is 
coming  around  from  the  far  side  of  the  sun  and  will  dim 
dramatically as it pulls into the Greatest Eastern Elongation on 
March 22nd. On March 12th, Mercury will be 14 degrees from the 
sun and shines at magnitude -1.1. Five days later on the 17 th, it 
will be at -0.8 magnitude and 17 degrees from the sun and by the 
22nd, it will dim to -0.1 magnitude as it reaches an elongation of 
18.6 degrees.  Five days hence Mercury will dim to magnitude 
0.9 and the elongation is 17 degrees. This apparition despite the 
small value of the elongation is actually a fairly decent one to see 
how long you can catch Mercury in the twilight over the week 
before  and  afterwards.  Binoculars  will  help  to  catch  it  in  the 
twilight.  On the date of  the Greatest  Elongation Mercury  will 
show a 7” 43% illuminated disk. A little earlier in the month on 
the night of March 15th, Mercury passes 2 degrees north of the 
planet Jupiter. This should be a good view in binoculars. The last 
days of the month will see Mercury picking up speed to drop 
back toward the sun, headed for the April 9th inferior conjunction 
with the sun. 

If you have been watching  Venus in the morning sky, you 
will notice how much it has dropped into the southern sky. It is 
down  in  the  horizon  murk  and  doesn’t  dazzle  with  its  usual 
magnitude -4.0 blaze. The month starts off with Venus shining at 
magnitude -4.1 and if you looked thru an eyepiece you would see 
a 15.4 gibbous disc. By the beginning of next month it has just 
gotten a bit closer to the horizon and the disc is now 13” and it 
shines at magnitude 4.0 from its 34 degree elongation. Venus is 
slipping away around the sun and is receding from us.

Mars enters the morning sky this month, but disadvantaged 
by  the  spring  ecliptic  will  remain  hidden  in  the  twilight 
throughout the spring. The planet shows a tiny 4” disk and shines 
at magnitude 1.1.

Over the month of March we will watch Jupiter slip away 
into the sun. It is still  fairly prominent at the beginning of the 
month shining at magnitude -2.0. If you look at it in an eyepiece 
you will see the 33.7” disc.  On April  6 th,  Jupiter will  pass 48 
minutes below the sun and will move into the morning sky. 

At the beginning of March  Saturn’s opposition about one 
month off. The ringed planet shines at magnitude 0.4 and in an 
eyepiece you will see the 19” disc surrounded by those amazing 
rings. It rises just after 9 pm and will take a few hours to get into 
a decent  observing position. In one month’s time on April  3 rd 

Saturn  arrives  at  Opposition.  The  planet  will  brighten  to 
magnitude 0.3 and the disc will have expanded imperceptibly to 
19.3”. It now rises just before 8 pm Daylight Savings Time in 
Alberta (7pm in Saskatchewan). Saturn will cross the meridian 
just before 2pm (1pm) and will be the star of Astronomy days : ) 
The tilt of the rings will be 8.7 degrees which will make viewing 
Cassini’s division much easier in smaller scopes.

This month we find Uranus in conjunction with the Sun on 
March 21, one day after the vernal equinox. It will then slip into 
the morning sky and hide in the twilight until after the summer 
solstice.  Short  of  Mercury,  we  are  at  a  dearth  of  planetary 
activity  in  our  night  skies.  Neptune preceded  Uranus  in  its 
sojourn  into  the  morning  sky  followed  shortly  thereafter  by 
Jupiter. Fortunately I never get tired of watching Saturn.
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Observers Report by Larry Wood

March Deep sky observing by the Observing Coordinator

Spring  is  the  time of  year  when  observing  can  be  a  real 
challenge. What do you look at? Almost 40% of all the Messier 
and Finest NGC objects are in the spring sky. That along with the 
shorter  hours of your sessions will  make it  tough to complete 
those two lists in less than a couple of very busy seasons. Your 
best  conditions only last  for  3  months for  the more  southerly 
objects in Virgo as they begin to rise in March and are obscured 
by the onset of perpetual twilight in May, and are already setting 
by the end of twilight in early August. But with crowded regions 
of galaxies extending into Coma Berenices, Canes Venatici, and 
Ursa Major in the more northerly skies you will not run out of 
things to observe.

Although not a real galaxy aficionado I still very much enjoy 
hunting down all the relatively bright objects and then hone in on 
specific regions where there are concentrations of fainter galaxies 
that can be viewed in a single low-powered FOV.

One of my favorites is the area one degree NNW of M61 
around NGC 4281, a 40 arc-min FOV where 10 to 15 galaxies 
can be spotted, depending on conditions and the size of scope 

you are using.
Another nice out of the way region for smaller scopes is the 

region  around  NGC  5353  where  there  are  five  galaxies  of 
moderate brightness. They are in Canes Venatici and I haven t�  
looked at them in years so will have to go back and revisit them. 
There  are  many  other  regions  in  the  spring  sky  with  other 
collections of galaxies that will interest you so take some time 
and look for them. Happy galaxy hunting.

The brightest Asteroids that are up this month are:

• Juno and Iris, both at mag 9.5, and Massalia at mag 9.0 
early in March.

• Parthenope at 9.6 on about April 1.

For more visible asteroids go to page 251 in the Observers 
Handbook.

 I haven't been able to locate any Comets that are brighter 
than mag 12.5.
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