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Venus (left) and Neptune are due for a close encounter in March. It won't look quite like this.  
Relative size is about correct here. Mars and Neptune pass very close this month, but they are too  
close to the sun. Images courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.
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RASC Edmonton Centre Contact Information - for a complete list see http://www.edmontonrasc.com/councilcontacts.html

Telephone numbers should be preceded by 780 unless otherwise indicated.

Mailing address RASC Edmonton Centre
c/o Telus World of Science
11212 – 142 St
Edmonton, AB, Canada, TM5 4A1

Centre Website http://www.edmontonrasc.com

Observing Deck 452-9100 ext 2249

Stardust Articles for Stardust may be submitted by email to mward@interbaun.com. Submission deadline is the 
last  day  of  the  previous  month (e.g.  for  the  May issue  submit  by  30  Apr).  Submit  in  any standard 
document format (MSOffice, OpenOffice, AbiWord, plain text). TimesNewRoman 10pt single-spaced is 
preferred. Don't bother with fancy formatting, odd spacing, strange fonts, etc.; it will only be discarded. 
Graphics (GIF or JPG please) may be submitted as separate files, and clearly identified.

Edmonton Area Astronomy Discussions astro@mailman.srv.ualberta.ca

To subscribe, send a blank email to: astro-request@mailman.srv.ualberta.ca 

with the subject line: subscribe

The above mailing list is completely independent and is not associated with RASC Edmonton Centre in any way.
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Upcoming Events, Meetings, Deadlines, Announcements

MEETINGS 2011 MEETING LOCATIONS 2011

Regular General Meetings are at 7:30pm 
in Telus World of Science, 11211 – 142 St
follow the signs, from the main entrance

Council Meetings are at 7:15 pm, location 
to be announced.

Observers Meetings: location varies

CASINO MAY 19 & 20, 2011 VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

On the lovely snow-less but twilight-ridden days of May 19 & 20 our latest casino will be held at the Baccarat downtown so it will be 
the perfect opportunity to step forward to help maintain or add to our magnificent arsenal of equipment on the Observing Deck or  
extend our tremendous outreach programs.

The jobs to be done are simple and provide the opportunity to discuss with fellow volunteers the exciting events unfolding in the skies  
above. The volunteer forms are available in Stardust as well as in our website at http://edmontonrasc.com/public/

Thanks again.

Franklin Loehde, Fund Raising Chair 780-477-8881

LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS

The  TWOS Observatory needs volunteers. Our current hours are Friday, Saturday, and Sunday nights from 6:45 to 10 pm, and 
Saturday  and Sunday afternoons  from 12:45 to  4 pm. Extra  bodies  are  always  welcome,  but  are  especially  appreciated  for  the  
afternoon shifts  (great  solar  observing opportunities!)  and Sunday nights  (great  opportunity for  playing with  the toys).  You can 
volunteer as an RASC member, or you can volunteer formally as a TWOS volunteer, which does provide you with additional benefits. 

Contact: Cornelia 482-6775 cgblunck@telus.net
Frank 452-9100 ext. 2295 frankf@telusworldofscienceedmonton.com

STARDUST DISTRIBUTION

We need someone to help distribute this newsletter. Duties would include stuffing envelopes and putting labels on them. Don't be  
scared - bear in mind that the number of people who receive a printed and mailed copy is dropping steadily.

Contact: Sherry etagem@telus.net OR edm.president@edmontonrasc.com

President's Report by Dwight Hanson

Well here I go, two years  as President.  My focus will  be 
similar  to  Sherry  Campbell’s,  all  things astronomical  and less 
about business, “I hope”.

I  am  pleased  to  announce  that  Dr.  Doug  Hube  will  be 
making several presentations at the General Meetings on simple 
calculations  demonstrating  various  astronomical  phenomena 
such as kinetic energy levels, the delicate balance our sun plays 
against gravitational collapse and how to approximate the orbital 
period of  a  visual  binary just  to  name a few and while using 

simple high school algebra.
Now one of the things that will be front and centre in 2012 

is the up and coming General  Assembly which will be held in 
Edmonton. It will be interesting to hear from Howard Gibbins 
talk on the contest  to design a new GA Logo at  the February 
meeting. Also, at the February meeting it will be interesting to 
see Dave Roles video clips from JPL which gives a summary of 
opportunities and accomplishments on its seventh anniversary on 
Mars.
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On another note, our casino is fast approaching on May 19 – 
20  and  Franklin  Loehde  is  looking  forward  to  seeing  some 
volunteers assist in this occasion. 

And  one  last  item;  would  everyone  please  remember  to 

submit  their  expenditure  proposals  by  March  14  to  Sherry 
Campbell at: etagem@telus.net.

Until next time everyone, Clear Skies, “I hope”.

The Planets by Murray Paulson

The  month  of  February  starts  off  with  Mercury sliding 
down the morning sky toward  the sun.  The snows of  January 
prevented me from finding Mercury in the morning apparition, so 
I will have to wait until the more favourable apparitions later this 
year. At the beginning of the month Mercury is 13 degrees from 
the sun and shines at magnitude -0.5. If  you can find it  in the 
daytime, it will show you a 4.9” nearly full disc. On February 25 
Mercury will be at superior conjunction and will pass 1.6 degrees 
below the sun. It will then move into the evening sky but will be 
lost in the twilight glare until next month.

Venus is  disappearing  from our  morning  sky  due  to  the 
shallowing of the spring morning ecliptic, despite being almost 
45 degrees  from the sun. Early in the month, Venus shines at 
magnitude  -4.2  and  sits  just  below  the  M24  star  cloud  in 
Sagittarius. It rises 2 ½ hours before the sun and will exhibit a fat 
gibbous 18.5” disc. From here it will pass a few degrees below 
Pluto and then head on its  way to Capricorn by month’s end. 
Early in March Venus now rises 1 hour and 20 minutes before 
the sun, but the ecliptic is now so shallow that it will become 
hard to find despite Venus at 40 degrees elongation from the sun. 
It  now  shines  at  magnitude  -4.0  and  will  show  you  a  74% 
illuminated 15.3” disc. 

This month  Mars and  Neptune will be in conjunction on 
February 20th when they will pass only 35’ apart. They sit in the 
constellation of Aquarius, but the bad news is they also will be in 
conjunction with the sun so we will not see them again until the 
summer  star  parties.  Mars  is  in  Conjunction  with  the  sun  on 
February 4th and Neptune will be in conjunction on February 17th. 

Jupiter has  moved into the South West  evening  sky and 
starts off the month just east of the circlet of Pisces. It shines at 
magnitude -2.1 and will show you a 35.3” disc in the eyepiece. It 
sets by 9:45 pm, so get it quickly in the evening before it gets too 
close to the horizon. By the beginning of next month, it will have 
faded slightly to magnitude -2.0 and its disc has shrunk to 33.7”. 
It will set just around 8:30 pm at that time. 

Saturn makes its significant return to the evening skies this 
month. At the beginning of February, Saturn rises just before 11 
pm and it shines at magnitude 0.6. In the eyepiece you will see 
its 18.3” disc encircled by those gorgeous rings. They are tipped 
up at 10.2 degrees, so it is quite the show. Cassini’s division is 
now fairly easy in a small scope. The storm on Saturn I reported 
last month is still active and visible. Its extent now reaches half 
way around the planet. It is in the Temperate zone of the planet 
and is quite white in colour. By the month’s end Saturn will rise 
just after 9 pm and is high enough to get a good glimpse of by 
midnight. It  will show a 19” disc and will brighten slightly to 
magnitude 0.4. 

You can still catch  Uranus if you get out there and search 
early in the evening. Uranus shines at magnitude 5.9 and sets just 
after 9:30 pm. It sits about 4 degrees south of Lambda Pisces, the 
bottom left hand star in the circlet. It is low in the sky but you 
may be able to discern the 3.4” disc in a medium power eyepiece.

Till next month, clear skies!

Observers Report by Larry Wood

I  have  been  coerced  into  becoming  the  Observing 
Coordinator again so bear with me.

For early evening observers  February is the season of the 
winter  Milky  Way,  with  the  Orion  Nebulae  front  and  centre. 
Considerable time can be spent on the highlight objects in the 
area but I have many less well known objects I try to catch on a 
fairly regular basis. A few are: 

NGC 1999 - a bright nebula with a dark secret that is only 
revealed at quite high power and a dark sky.

IC 418 - a small bright round PN requires high power – note 
the colour.

NGC 2022 - a fairly bright small PN near the Orion’s head. 

J 900 - a small PN in a fairly rich star field – a challenging 
star hop.

NGC 2359 - Thor’s helmet a faint Emission nebula – use an 
OIII or UHC filter.

Then there are the few bright far southern objects that are 
only visible to  us  during the cool  winter  months:  M79,  M93, 
M41, NGC 2363, NGC 2440. Spend some time in the area there 
is much to see especially open clusters.

There is  only one comet at  all  well  located for  observing 
during this period. Although not very bright at mag 10 it could be 
a surprise: 

P/Hartley (103P)
Date     RA   declination mag Sun el
----     --   -----------  --- -----
14 Feb 2011 20:00 7h07m47.84s - 4 38' 58.4" ~10 -20.9 Mon
19 Feb 2011 20:00 7h10m23.97s - 3 22' 24.8" ~10 -19.5 Mon
24 Feb 2011 20:00 7h13m36.08s - 2 11' 14.0" ~11 -18.2 Mon
 1 Mar 2011 20:00 7h17m20.74s - 1 05' 40.3" ~11 -16.8 Mon
 6 Mar 2011 20:00 7h21m34.87s - 0 05' 52.6" ~11 -15.4 CMi

On Feb 15 at 01:32 the Moon (dark side) will occult mag 4 
Zeta Geminorum - reappearance is at 02:30.

On March 11 at 20:40 the Moon grazes a mag 6 star, as seen 
from near Edmonton.

There are numerous occultations of stars by Asteroids that 
are visible from the Edmonton area in the next month or so. One 
is: 
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Feb 18 at 19:18 Hrabal(4112) mag 16.3 will occult the mag 10.5 
star TYC 0185-01509-1.

For more of them go to Steve Preston’s page at: 
http://www.asteroidoccultation.com/

Look at some of the asteroids listed in the RASC Observers 
Hand Book (page 251) which are well placed for viewing. 3 are: 
Nysa(44) at mag 9.3, Iris(7) at mag 8.3, Juno(3) at mag 9.4, etc

I  have  just  updated  Guide  8  to  the  latest  from  the 
Washington Double Star catalogue - very impressive.

As February ends we will be into galaxy season with Leo, 
Coma Berenices,  Virgo  and  Canes  Venatici  rising  in  the  SE. 
With the spring season being quite short, learning some of the 
star  hops  before  you  head  out  to  a  dark  site  will  be  a  great 
benefit. I found it a great help to identify and learn what some of 
the brighter galaxies look like, then use them to re-orient yourself 
when star hopping. On nights when the seeing isn’t too great out 
at  the  dark  site  you  will  often  find  me  using  low  power  in 
sweeping back and forth picking up some of the small  fainter 
objects by galaxy hopping. More on this next month. 
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