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Jupiter and Uranus fit nicely in a binocular field, on the border of Aquarius and Pisces, near  
where the Ecliptic crosses the Equator. The circle approximates the view in a typical 7x35 pair.
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RASC Edmonton Centre Contact Information - for a complete list see http://www.edmontonrasc.com/councilcontacts.html

Telephone numbers should be preceded by 780 unless otherwise indicated.

Mailing address RASC Edmonton Centre
c/o Telus World of Science
11212 – 142 St
Edmonton, AB, Canada, TM5 4A1

Centre Website http://www.edmontonrasc.com

Observing Deck 452-9100 ext 2249

Stardust Articles for Stardust may be submitted by email to mward@interbaun.com. Submission deadline is the 
last  day  of  the  previous month  (e.g.  for  the  May issue  submit  by 30 Apr).  Submit  in  any  standard  
document format (MSOffice, OpenOffice, AbiWord, plain text). TimesNewRoman 10pt single-spaced is 
preferred. Don't bother with fancy formatting, odd spacing, strange fonts, etc.; it will only be discarded. 
Graphics (GIF or JPG please) may be submitted as separate files, and clearly identified.

Edmonton Area Astronomy Discussions astro@mailman.srv.ualberta.ca

To subscribe, send a blank email to: astro-request@mailman.srv.ualberta.ca 

with the subject line: subscribe

The above mailing list is completely independent and is not associated with RASC Edmonton Centre in any way.
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Councillor

Councillor Sheldon Helbert

Councillor Harris Christian

Councillor

Internal Communications Officer Ross Sinclair

Obsers' Group Director

Membership Secretary Massimo Torri

New Member Advisor Murray Paulson

Appointed Officers

Editor Michael Ward

Web Site Coordinator Luca Vanzella

Library Coordinator Wally Anhorn

Equipment Coordinator Ross Sinclair



Upcoming Events, Meetings, Deadlines, Announcements

MEETINGS 2011 MEETING LOCATIONS 2011

Regular General Meetings are at 7:30pm 
in Telus World of Science, 11211 – 142 St
follow the signs, from the main entrance

Council Meetings are at 7:15 pm, location 
to be announced.

Observers Meetings: location varies

LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS

The  TWOS Observatory needs volunteers. Our current hours are Friday, Saturday, and Sunday nights from 6:45 to 10 pm, and 
Saturday and  Sunday afternoons  from 12:45 to  4 pm. Extra  bodies  are  always  welcome,  but  are  especially  appreciated  for  the  
afternoon shifts (great  solar  observing opportunities!)  and Sunday nights (great  opportunity for  playing with  the toys).  You can 
volunteer as an RASC member, or you can volunteer formally as a TWOS volunteer, which does provide you with additional benefits. 

Contact: Cornelia 482-6775 cgblunck@telus.net
Frank 452-9100 ext. 2295 frankf@telusworldofscienceedmonton.com

STARDUST DISTRIBUTION

We need someone to help distribute this newsletter. Duties would include stuffing envelopes and putting labels on them. Don't be  
scared - bear in mind that the number of people who receive a printed and mailed copy is dropping steadily.

Contact: Sherry etagem@telus.net OR edm.president@edmontonrasc.com

President's Report by Sherry Campbell

Another year is almost finished and the terms of this year's 
Council will expire in January of 2011. In this issue is the slate of 
nominations for next year. We will be voting on this slate at the 
January AGM. I also hope to do the same as we did last year. 
The AGM will start at 7:30 p.m. and run until 7:50 p.m. We will 
then break for 10 minutes and resume the regular meeting at 8:00 
p.m. This way, if you are not interested in the AGM portion, you 
may  still  come  to  the  regular  meeting.  All  reports  from  the 
various  committees  will  be  published  in  the  January  issue  of 
Stardust to be voted on in one go. One of the highlights of the 
AGM is  the announcement  of  the  centre  awards,  so you may 
want to reconsider attending the AGM.

On December 21, a total lunar eclipse will be visible from 
our location. The times of the eclipse are as follows (all times are 
local):

Penumbral Start: 22:29 December 20
Totality Begins: 00:40 December 21

Totality Ends: 01:53 December 21
Penumbral Ends: 04:04 December 21

Frank  Florian  has  offered  to  open  the  Observatory  for 
anyone that wants to come down to view the eclipse. It will be 
Monday night/Tuesday morning which is a work day for most of 
us,  but  it  may  be  worthwhile  to  lose  some  sleep  to  see  the 
eclipse. If you would like to help volunteer for this event, please 
contact Cornelia Blunck.

Rob  Faulds,  who  is  the  food  station  coordinator  for  the 
Birkiebeiner event being held on February 11/12 at Blackfoot has 
asked  our  club  if  we  are  interested  in  helping  out  during  the 
event. Our club has already committed to two other astronomical 
events for the month of February, so we are unable to officially 
support  this  event.  If  you  would  still  like  to  help  out,  please 
contact me and I can give you the contact information for Rob.

I wish all of you happy holidays and may you find a new 
scope under the tree waiting for you. See you next year!
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The Planets by Murray Paulson

The  beginning  of  December  was  marked  by  an  evening 
elongation of  Mercury where it crested to an elongation of 21 
degrees from the sun and shone at magnitude -0.4. Mercury will 
slide  quickly  back  into  the  twilight  and  will  be  at  inferior 
conjunction  with  the  sun  on  December  19th.  It  will  pass  1.8 
degrees above the sun at 5 pm local time, just two days before 
winter solstice. Over the next three weeks Mercury will swing 
out to the Greatest Western elongation on January 9th. This will 
be a Morning apparition. Mercury will shine at magnitude -0.2 
and will show a 64% illuminated half disc. This will be an easy 
apparition  to  see  with  Mercury  rising  1  hour  and  20  minutes 
before the sun.

In the first week of December,  Venus sits 41 degrees from 
the sun  and  shines  at  magnitude  -4.6.  In  the  eyepiece  it  now 
shows a fat 39" crescent. Over the next month, Venus will dim 
slightly to  magnitude -4.4 and in  the eyepiece  you will  see it 
shrink  to  25"  by  January  8th.  At  this  time,  Venus  will  sit  at 
Greatest  Western Elongation, 46.9 degrees from the sun and it 
will display a 50.19% illuminated disc. 

Mars is low in the twilight glare, only 14 degrees from the 
sun, and shines at magnitude 1.2. We won't see it again until next 
summer due to the conditions of the spring ecliptic. It sits at 2.37 
AU and exhibits a 3.95" diameter; not much larger than Uranus 
in the eyepiece.

December  finds  Jupiter sitting  just  below  the  circlet  of 
Pisces  and shining at  magnitude -2.4.  At the beginning of  the 
month, it displays a 42" disc in the eyepiece. As we have seen for 
quite some time, Jupiter's South Equatorial Belt has disappeared, 
but  there  is  sign that  it  may be  returning.  A South equatorial 
disturbance has been observed, and the last time Jupiter did the 
disappearing belt show, a similar type of occurrence heralded the 
return of the South Equatorial Belt. The next few months may be 
quite  exciting  in  the  re-development  of  this  feature.  Over  the 
month, Jupiter will noticeably shrink, and by the beginning of 
January it will shine at magnitude -2.3 and subtend 38" of arc. 

You will probably notice that Jupiter is sneaking back up on the 
planet Uranus as you line Jupiter up in the finder. Over the last 
days of December,  and early January,  you can  watch the two 
planets close in on one another  until  on January 4th,  they are 
only  31'  apart.  You  should  be  able  to  compare  the  discs  of 
Jupiter's  large moon Ganymede, 1.4" diameter,  with the planet 
Uranus, 3.6" diameter.

Saturn now rises just before 3 am, but is still a little late for 
observing.  It  starts  off  the  month  4.5  degrees  east  of  gamma 
Virginis  and it  will  move toward  theta Virginis  over  the  next 
month.  Saturn  shines  at  magnitude  0.8  and  it  disc  is  16"  in 
diameter for those of you who are up late or are early risers. By 
the beginning of January, Saturn will rise at 1 am, still too late in  
the evening to wait for decent views, but you could catch it in the 
morning hours to see the rings tilted up at 10 degrees and the disc 
of the planet which will swell to 17 3". 

Uranus is well placed for observing and will reveal itself to 
anyone with binoculars and the interest in finding it. It shines at 
magnitude 5.8 and will show a 3.6" blue green disc in a high 
power eyepiece. Be sure to watch the show of Jupiter closing in 
on it over the last week December and the first week of January. 
It  may make a nice photo op with the two so close in a high 
power field. 

Neptune sets  at  10:30  pm,  so  is  still  placed  for  easy 
observation if you have a good south Horizon. At the beginning 
of the month, it sits only 14 minutes of arc above 5th magnitude 
mu Capricorn. It  shines at magnitude 7.9 and in a high power 
eyepiece will show you its 2.2" bluish disc. Neptune sits at the 
lofty distance of 30.72 AU from Earth. 

The  next  stop  out  is  Pluto which  sits  at  32.85  AU from 
Earth. Pluto comes to conjunction with the sun on Boxing Day, 
December 26th. At a distance of only 4.25 degrees above the sun, 
I  don't  think anybody will  be trying to  observe  it,  so it  won't 
interfere with your boxing day engagements. 

Northern Prairie Star Party, September 2010 by Susan and Rick Bramm

The  seventh  annual  Northern  Prairie  Star  Party  was  held 
from Tuesday September 7 to Sunday September 12 at the Black 
Nugget Lake Campground, which is located about 18 km. South 
east of Tofield, Alberta.

The days leading up to the weekend were overcast and the 
prospects for good skies on Friday and Saturday seemed remote. 
However, to our collective joy and amazement the clouds parted 
and we all enjoyed clear  skies and good observing Friday and 
Saturday  nights.  Saturday  afternoon  and  evening  we  had  the 
pleasure of listening to our three speakers. 

Dr. Natalia Ivanova, Canada Research Chair in Astronomy 
and  Astrophysics,  Assistant  Professor,  University  of  Alberta 
gave  the  first  talk  entitled  "Formation  of  low-mass  X-ray 
binaries: the paradigm and its challenge." Listening to Natalia's 
fascinating  description  of  her  painstaking,  scientific  detective 
work  reminds  us  that  theorists  and  astronomers  are  explorers. 
Over the centuries they have charted the otherwise inscrutable 
depths of the cosmic ocean and described the lives and habits of 
many  of  its  often  bizarre  inhabitants.  Without  their  brilliant 
efforts we amateur astronomers would see but not understand.

Next Rick Bramm, Royal Astronomical Society of Canada - 
Edmonton  Centre  and  one  of  the  Star  Party  coordinators 
presented  "Trip  to  Meteor  Crater,  Arizona."  Rick's  travelogue 

began with photos of the crater rim taken from Interstate 40; took 
the audience on the official guided tour along the crater rim; and 
included  photos  of  the  famous  653  kg  Holsinger  Meteorite 
housed within the Visitor Center.  Rick's talk also dealt  with a 
description  of  the  1,200  m  diameter  crater  and  associated 
deposits;  Daniel  Barringer's  unsuccessful  attempts  to  mine 
meteoritic iron that he suspected was buried beneath the crater 
floor;  the  evolution  of  scientific  understanding  of  the  crater's 
formation;  and  the  crater's  role  in  training  Apollo  astronauts 
bound for the moon.

Mike  Noble,  Royal  Astronomical  Society  of  Canada  - 
Edmonton Centre gave us a talk entitled "Astrophotography - My 
personal journey to Nirvana?". Mike provided us with a detailed 
description of the equipment that he has used over the years; and 
showed us a wide variety of his astrophotos, with an emphasis on 
his favourite,  comets.  One can only hope that Mike's personal 
journey to Nirvana is life-long and that great comets like Hale-
Bopp will keep coming.

As a token of appreciation, all the speakers received 2010 
Northern  Prairie  Star  Party  shirts.  This  year's  shirt  design 
celebrates  three  types  of  telescopes  that  amateur  astronomers 
typically  use to observe the heavens:  reflectors,  refractors  and 
catadioptrics like the Schmidt-Cassegrain.
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Twenty-six of us enjoyed the potluck barbecue with wieners, 
buns  and  refreshments  supplied  by  the  Northern  Prairie  Star 
Party; and snacks, salads, fruit and dessert, including Bob Drew's 
"trans-fat  delights,"  supplied  by  the  attendees.  We  were  very 
fortunate  to  have  24  door  prizes  -  including  binoculars, 
eyepieces,  viewing  aids,  two  Galileoscope  Refractor  Kits, 
astronomy calendars, gift certificates and kid's gifts - lots of fun! 
Thanks  to  RASC  Edmonton  Centre's  International  Year  of 
Astronomy Committee for the two Galileoscopes, Greg Blundell 
from  the  Science  Shop  in  Edmonton,  Ken  From  of  All-Star 
Telescope in Didsbury, Alberta, Brian and Joanne Robilliard of 

Island Eyepiece,  Mill  Bay,  B.C.  and  RASC Edmonton Centre 
member Donna-Lee May. Before dark we took a group photo.

Many  thanks  to  all  who  contributed  door  prizes,  our 
speakers and our team of volunteers: Doug Hube, Warren Finlay, 
Sherry Campbell, Donna-Lee May and Mike Noble. 

Mark  your  calendars  now for  the  eighth  annual  Northern 
Prairie Star Party: Tuesday September 27 to Sunday, October 2, 
2011.  We are  looking  for  volunteers  to  help  plan  next  year's 
event  as  well  as  your  suggestions.  Just  e-mail  us  through the 
NPSP web page.

Northern Prairie Star Party 2010

2011 Council – An Appeal for Nominations submitted by the Nominating Committee (Krista Stefan, Massimo Torri, Peter Hall)

The list of nominations for the 2011 Edmonton Centre Council 
has  been  submitted  for  publication  to  Stardust.  There  are, 
however,  some  gaps  in  the  list  –  most  notably  for  the  key 
positions  of  President  and  Treasurer  but  also  the  Observer’s 
Group Director and two available Councillor positions (without 
portfolio).

The current Nominating Committee and President would like to 
appeal to members  for suggestions,  nominations, or volunteers 
for  these  positions.  There  are  also  a  number  of  available 
appointed  positions  that  are  a  great  way  to  contribute  to  the 
operation of the Edmonton Centre for a shorter term commitment 
(elected positions have a 2-year term, appointed positions have a 
1-year term). Members are encouraged to contact the Chair of the 

Nominating  Committee  (Krista  Stefan, 
astrovoyageur_at_yahoo.ca) or the President (Sherry Campbell, 
etagem_at_telus.net)  by  January  3,  2011  if  they  have  any 
suggestions for nominations for the vacant elected positions or 
would like information regarding available appointed positions.

Below  are  descriptions  of  the  positions  of  President  and 
Treasurer.  Note that  these descriptions are  not  official  but  are 
based on both the required duties as prescribed in the By-Laws of 
the  Royal  Astronomical  Society  of  Canada,  Edmonton  Centre 
(available  at 
http://edmontonrasc.com/public/centredownloads.html) and what 
has been the practice of incumbents in these positions over the 
past few years.

President

Duties:
• Prepare agenda and preside over all meetings of the Centre (10/year) and the Council (usually 8/year). The meetings are  

usually 2 – 2½ hours long and it generally takes 1 – 2 hours per meeting to prepare the agenda.
• Report the activities of the Council and of the Centre at meetings of the Centre. The time commitment for this activity is  

included in the above point.
• Write the President’s Report for Stardust (10/year). This usually takes about 1 – 2 hours per article.
• Review e-mail messages from the National Council, the Edmonton Centre Council, Edmonton Centre members, and requests 

to the Centre (for example outreach requests) for reporting or delegating. The amount of e-mail traffic varies greatly but this  

Stardust December 2010 5



likely averages to 15 – 30 minutes a day.
• Represent  and  speak  for  the  Centre  in  all  public  affairs.  This  task  is  often  delegated,  so  the  President  will  do  this  

approximately 2 times per year (for example welcoming a new partner to the Beaver Hills Dark Sky Preserve).
• The President is a member ex-officio of all committees of the Council, but generally does not get directly involved in all  

committees.  The President must be the chairperson for  the Executive Committee and the Awards Committee.  All  other  
committee participation is at the discretion of the President. The Executive Committee usually meets only under exceptional  
circumstances. The Awards Committee is only active late in the fall and usually conducts its discussions via e-mail, once the 
awardees are determined the President (or a delegate) will get the plaques engraved and will print any required certificates.  
The President will also write the award citations. The total amount of time for award activities is 4 – 6 hours. 

• Occasionally things will crop up that are unanticipated. The President is expected to take the lead in such circumstances.  
These events or issues occur so sporadically and may require such varied amounts of time that it is impossible to estimate an 
average time commitment for these occurrences.

Total Time Commitment:
• The position of President is for a 2-year term (with an additional 2-year term as Past President to follow).
• The total time commitment can be anywhere from under 7 hours / month during the summer to over 20 hours / month during 

a  busy  month (note  that  a  busy  month usually  includes  attending  both a  Centre  and  Council  meeting where  there  are 
contentious issues and participating in some committee work). An average month would be around 10 – 12 hours.

Skills:
• Good organizational skills are helpful.
• An ability to effectively delegate tasks can greatly help reduce the workload of the President.
• A realization that e-mail comments are not generally meant to be personal attacks and an ability to view criticism objectively 

can be a great advantage in this position.

Previous Experience:
• None! There are enough Council members with experience to help fill in the gaps. Many Presidents have approached the  

position with a “learn as you go” attitude.

Advantages:
• A great way to know what’s going on in the Centre and to meet other members of the Centre.
• A way to beef up a resume with some management experience.
• You get invited many of the special events and will often get special treatment at these events.
• The President cannot sit for two consecutive terms.

Disadvantages:
• This is essentially a 4-year commitment to Council (a 2-year term as President and a 2-year term as Past-President).
• You cannot vote at meetings, except to cast a deciding vote in the case of a tie.

Treasurer

Duties:
• Attend meetings of the Centre (10 / year) and the Council (usually 8/year). Each meeting is usually 2 – 2½ hours long.
• Provide reports of the financial performance of the Centre to the membership and provide a summary financial report at  

every Council meeting. The time commitment for this is included with attending the meetings (above).
• Supervise the deposit of funds into the Centre accounts.
• Supervise the disbursement of funds from the Centre accounts.
• Administer the annual budget of the Centre.
• Maintain the complete financial records of the business of the Centre, including the archives of financial records.
• The Treasurer  must be a  member of  the Executive Committee and much chair  the Finance  Committee.  The Executive  

Committee  meets  only  rarely.  The  Finance  Committee  will  meet  whenever  recommendations  for  financial  matters  are  
required (such as to set the budget or to recommend the Centre portion of the membership fees). The Treasurer may also wish  
to maintain contact with (if not sit as a member of) the Proposal Review Committee.

Note  that  the  following duties  may  be  assisted  by  enlisting  the  services  of  professionals,  if  approved  by  Council  (and  by  the  
membership if the cost of such services exceeds the Council spending limit). The amount of time spent will depend greatly on whether 
or not such services are used and to what extent they are used.

• Prepare complete financial records of the business of the Centre.
• Prepare and present the annual financial statements at the Annual General Meeting.
• Submit  financial  statement/reports  to  the  Executive  Secretary  of  the  Society,  the  Canadian  Revenue  Agency,  Alberta  

Corporate Registry, and the Alberta Gaming and Liquor Commission.
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Total Time Commitment:
• The position of Treasurer is for a 2-year term, but there is no limit to the number of consecutive terms possible.
• The average time commitment is 5 – 7 hours / month. This would be somewhat lower in the summer, but higher when doing  

the year end activities (for example preparing the new budget and the annual financial reports for the various agencies).
• This commitment would be lower if professional services are enlisted.

Skills:
• The knowledge of general accounting principles and practices is an asset.
• Good organizational skills are very useful.

Previous Experience:
• Some previous experience in accounting or bookkeeping is a definite asset for this position. A professional designation is not  

required, however.

Advantages:
• A great way to know what’s going on in the Centre and to meet other members of the Centre.
• A way to beef up a resume with some financial experience.

Disadvantages:
• Less room for error than most other Council positions.

Council Nomination Slate submitted by the Nominating Committee (Krista Stefan, Massimo Torri, Peter Hall)

The  current  list  of  nominations  for  the  2011 Council  are 
presented here.  Please note that all of these positions are for a 2-
year term, so the two listed under “Continuing Term” are not up 
for election as they still have one year left in their term.

Additional  nominations  can  be  accepted  from  the  floor 

during  the  Annual  General  Meeting  on  January  10,  2011. 
Members are encouraged to contact the Chair of the Nominating 
Committee  (Krista  Stefan,  astrovoyageur_at_yahoo.ca)  or  the 
President (Sherry Campbell, etagem_at_telus.net) by January 3, 
2011 if they have any suggestions for nominations for the vacant 
positions.

Council Positions
2011 Nominees

President VACANT
Past-president Sherry Campbell
Vice-president Dwight Hansen
General Secretary Donna-Lee May
Treasurer VACANT
Co-Nat'l Council Rep Mike Noble
Public Education Director (PED) Geoff Robertson
Fundraising Coordinator Franklin Loehde
Councillor Peter Hall
Councillor Krista Stefan
Councillor VACANT
Councillor VACANT
Internal Communications Officer Michael Ward
Observers' Group Director VACANT
Membership Secretary Massimo Torri
New Member Advisor Murray Paulson

Council Positions
Continuing Term

Co-Nat'l Council Rep Luca Vanzella
Councillor Chris Meerveld
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