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"A stro 
La 

Vista, 
Baby!" 

Well it's a few days after my first general meeting. I think that, all in all, it went well. I really want to 
take the time to thank all those people who rushed their talks so that we could end our meeting by 9:30PM. 
Next time, I hope that the local speakers will get a little more time. The truth is that I don't want to rush 
anyone, but having a deadline of 9:30 PM seems reasonable to me, and is what a lot of members have also 
expressed. Thank. you for your patience. 

I'm actually writing this President's Message just a few days after that meeting, because when I sat 
down to read my Stardust, I noticed that Harris Christian's deadUne was during the time I was going to be in 
Cozumel, Mexico. I considered cancelling my trip so that I could properly take the time with the President's 
Message, but was much too afraid to ask Sherry if that was acceptable, so here you have it: a hurried-up 
President's report. 

By the time you are reading tills, I should be back, and I hope to have some wonderful stories to tell you 
about the southern skjes. Some of my personal goals are Eta Carina, Omega Centauri and NGC 5128. I hope 
to be well tanned but the truth is, I'll probably be as red as Arcturus. Anyway, I'm sure all the observers in 
our Club will also have a wonderful time out at the Blackfoot staging area, with Denis Boucher as your 
Observer Group Coordinator. Remember to dress warm as it can get pretty cold in February. Even I plan to 
dress for 20 degrees above zero ... 

- Clear Skjes, 
Paul Campbell 

If there is anyone who would like 
to make a presentation at an 

upcoming meeting, please contact 
Richard Vanderberg at 

(780) 484-2213. 
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A Ta{e 
of 

Napo{eon 
Ana 

One of the highlights of the recent George 
Moores Astronomy Workshop in October 1998, was 
the opportunity to hear Russ Sampson deliver our 
keynote address. We were also fortunate enough this 
time around, to have a glimpse at a fascinating 
personal project that has not solely occupied some of 
Russ's time, but was also a collaborative effort with 
his brother Michael. This article is intended to be 
neither a critique nor a review of this project. Rather, 
it might be merely considered as an arbitrary summary 
of what I heard. 

Russ Sampson delivering his presentation. 
(Photo courtesy of Sherry MacLeod.) 
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It was immediately apparent that the tone of 
this address was not to be stodgy or uplifting. The 
story was interesting, and the delivery was compelling. 
There were numerous opportunities for the audience 
to make comments and ask questions throughout the 
hour, aside from the designated question period at the 
end of the presentation. The atmosphere was 
thoughtful, yet fun. 

After the French Revolution, Austria and 
Prussia pledged to reinstate the Monarchy in France 
and prevent the spread of French republicanism. 
Napoleon, ordered to defend the French Republic, was 
returning from his successful campaign in northern 
Italy where he had won numerous battles over the 
Austrian Imperial army. In recognition of this 
achievement in leadership, the Republicans invited this 
victorious general to make a presentation at the Palais 
du Luxemborg. En route to this magnanimous event, 
Napoleon was seemingly distressed to discover that 
the crowds were distracted from watching him drive 
by on the street, the Rue de Tournon. Their attention 



was diverted by some unknown celestial event as they 
were seen to collectively gaze skyward and away from 
the Man of the Hour. How could this be? What could 
possibly divert the eyes of the masses from Napoleon, 
himself? Could this alleged event have been predicated 
by a daylight sighting of the planet Venus? This is 
the project basis. 

Napoleon was a believer in astrology with 
Sirius as "his" star. At that time in history, Venus 
had a symbolic affiliation with Italy. Would the 
sighting ofthis planet in conjunction with a victorious 
leader of the Italian campaign seem like too much of 
an historical coincidence? Was this an actual 
occasion? 

The alleged event occurred on December 10, 
1797 between 12:00 and 14:00 Local Time when 
Venus would have displayed a magnitude of -4.6 with 
a maximum elevation of 15 degrees. A reproduction 
of events was staged and analysed by Russ Sampson. 
By coincidence, this activity occurred upon December 
10, 1997, the 200lh anniversary! Further, synodic 
synchronicity placed Venus in the same part of the 
sky as in 1797. However, Russ reported that the planet 
was still difficult to find BUT ONCE FOUND, WAS 
HARD TO LOOSE. This is the critical factor between 
a visibility rating of "1"and "2". Russ defined a rating 
of "I" as "very difficult to find and once found it was 
easily lost". In the reproduction observation on 
December 1 0, 1997, Venus and the Sun were at similar 
positions as they were on December 10, 1797, with 
even Venus at approximately the same brightness as 
the original incident date. However, the planet was 
in a somewhat worse position than when observed in 
Paris since it was lower in the December Edmonton 
sky. To rank a visibility rating of "2" meant that 
Parisians could have seen Venus under similar or better 
conditions, notwithstanding site lines (obstructing 
buildings), and IF they knew where to look. 

Further analysis included the acquisition of 
period maps and building prints from that time, the 

determination of building heights, the scale height of 
people from that time, and the distance of the crowd 
from the Palace - which was estimated to be 70 metres. 
Another consideration included the angle of rooflines 
juxtaposed to possible lines of sight as perceived by 
the crowds that day. Further, many roollines were 
above possible sight lines until after 1 p.m. onward. 
Additional considerations emerging during the analysis 
included the peasantry's collective ability to spot an 
elusive daytime celestial object, and the likelihood of 
such an undertaking at a special public event. 

If the event occurred, could it have been 
facilitated in concert with the foreknowledge of public 
relations-minded individuals, bent upon ensuring the 
continuing popularity of the general? Moreover, what 
exquisite timing! A conjunction with a special celestial 
visitor (Venus), who's unmistakable affiliation with a 
Country (Italy) was clearly linked with the celebrated 
leader (Napoleon) of a force of French soldiers. 
Surely, this would be the quintessential public relations 
coup of aU time! There is no evidence to support this 
possibility. 

Facts in support of the sighting began with the 
firing of a cannon that was sounded at noon, thus 
drawing the attention of the masses to the firing 
position near the Palace wall. Venus would have been 
just rising above the rooflines at that time. Weather, 
sight lines, and overall conditions were just about ideal 
for this alleged event to have happened. The 
possibility exists that Napoleon may have seen Venus, 
but this was not likely. The Sun would have been in 
his eyes then, and buildings probably blocked his view 
on the East Side. 

Concluding Statement: 
"There is plenty of interesting astronomy to do 

that does not require expensive equipment, overly 
sophisticated science or math skills, or freezing in the 
dark. Cultivate your curiosity, imagination and 
perseverance. " 

-Harris Christian 
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As your new Observer Group Coordinator, I 
must apologize for not being present at the monthly 
meetings. My work has taken me away on many trips 
in the past few months. I would like to thank Larry 
Wood for assuming my duties during my absence. 

So far, winter has not given us much of a break. 
(Las Vegas was not bad). A few have ventured out in 
the past month. Larry, Bruce McCurdy, Scott 
Henderson and Mark Zalcik were some of many that 
observed the Moon and Aldebaran's disappearance. 
This event appeared to have raised a heated discussion 
on the predicted, precise time of the occultation. This 
event further led to many Astro e-mails related to 
timing, location and GPS position. The Observing 
Deck's precise location came up, and now we should 
look forward to the result of a very precise, calculated 
position. 

Finally, some clear skies were reported in 
February, and observers took advantage of the mild 
weather to catch some photons. Mike Hoskinson and 
Larry were out to Blackfoot on February 10. Mike 
was using his 8" wI 40 mm Konig (3 deg FOV) to 
look at the Double Cluster and big, sparse clusters 
above it - Stock 2, M31, etc. Larry found Comet 
Linear M5 up between Draco and Cygnus. The core 
appeared round and diffuse, 2 degrees in diameter, 
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and with no tail seen. On Friday, Sherrilyn and Bob 
Jahrig were out with the 18" Club scope. The Jahrigs 
passed reports of Bruce, Scott Henderson and two 
other guys in attendance. Murray Paulson, Arnold 
Rivera and Alister Ling selected Saturday for their 
observing night out. 

On Monday with clear skies all-day and 
equipped with a new mirror coating and 7mm Nagler, 
I headed out to the dark site. Mike Hoskinson, Steve 
Bergens and John Payzant were in attendance. The 
sky condition was average until almost midnight. 
Steve tackled some faint stuff such as the neutron star 
in Ml, and the Horsehead Nebula. Heavy fog rolled 
in rapidly, which signaled everyone to go home. 

All in all, the month of February has again given 
us mild weather and clear skies to enjoy the stars. 
The Observers' Group meeting appeared to have some 
success. Efforts into tailoring the content will 
continue. The goal is not to replace the main meeting 
but to compliment it. Many suggestions have been 
brought forward. The interest shown indicates a 
definite need to pursue this type of meeting. Everyone 
is welcome to attend and participate. In the coming 
month, look for Mars and Pluto. Visit the constellation 
Virgo, which is filled with galaxies. Clear Skies and 
keep looking. 

- Denis Boucher 



Lucian J. Kemble, OFM, 1922-1999 

A star has been extinguished in our heavens. It is 
with unbounded sadness, that we inform you that Father 
Lucian Kemble died of a heart attack on February 21, 
1999. 

Many members of the Edmonton Centre knew Father 
Lucian as an occasional guest speaker or as our first 
Honorary Member. Others never knew him personally 
but knew him from his many articles or from conversations 
with him on the Internet. Still others knew him only by 
reputation. What a reputation! Those who had observed 
with him always referred to him as the best observer they 
had ever encountered. Who else had observed and drawn, 
and what drawings, more than 5,000 galaxies? Who else 
had completed the 2,475 Herschel list? 

To state his accomplishments in a checklist fashion is 
to miss the real Father Lucian. He was a Franciscan monk 
in the full meaning of the term. He approached life, the 
univer e, and everything in it with a childlike sense of 

wonder, amazement, and curio ity. To observe with him 
was a total experience of observing not just astronomical 
objects, but our world and the things in it. Walking to 
his observatory, he might stop to admire a dewdrop on a 
leaf or watch an owl going about its hunting activities. 
While observing, he might stop to listen to the rustle of a 
porcupine meandering through the grass. He was truly 
an observer of the universe. 

But even to say that misses the point. He was not 
only an observer. What was perhaps more important was 
the enthusiasm with which he did it. That enthusiasm 
was contagious. Anyone who spent much time with him 
caught that sense of wonder. He was always willing and 
eager to interrupt whatever he was doing to explain 
someth ing to another person, regardle of how 
e leme ntary or inane. Once, while he was doing 
astrophotography, a newcomer asked him where the flash 
attachment fitted on his telescope. Quietly and calmly, 
Father Lucian stopped what he was doing and carefully 
explained to the person that no flash attachment was 
needed, and why it was not needed. 

There were certainly many aspects to Father Lucian 
in addition to his love of astronomy. There was his music, 
and of course, religion. Few of us, if any, knew the 
complete Father Lucian. But the person we knew was a 
beacon and source of joy to all. We mourn his passing. 
Yet, that mourning is tempered by a sense of joy. Joy for 
the wonderful, full life which he lived, and which he shared 
with all who met him. We can truly say that Father Lucian 
Kemble will be missed but not forgotten. 

In conclusion, it seems appropriate to close with the 
same Sonnet by William Shakespeare as Father Lucian 
concluded his last article in the Journal of the RASC: 

Like as the waves make towards the pebbled shore, 
So do our minutes hasten to their end; 
Each changing place with that which goes before, 
In sequent toil allforwards to contend. 

- Richard D. Vanderberg 
(Photo courtesy of Murray Paulson.) 
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Observing Witp 
scpmiot-Cassegrain 

Telescopes 
Despite all the negative claims made by amateurs and 
manufacturers of other telescope types, one can do a 
lot worse than purchase an SCT for your personal 
instrument. For one thing , the versatility and 
portability of these instruments are hard to beat. One 
can switch from a visual observation configuration 
to deep sky photography in a matter of only minutes, 
even varying the ff ratio of the instrument. 
Calculations show that an 8" SCT with a 3" central 
obstruction is capable of showing planetary and lunar 
image detail comparable to at least a 5" refractor, 
with the deep sky light grasp of a 7 112" reflector. In 
my experience, with a transparent sky, even with 
moderate light pollution , it is still relatively easy to 
reach 13th magnitude and even fainter, given a dark 
sky location and good transparency. 

At Left: 
The Meade LX200 
Schmidt-Cassegrain 
telescope. Photo 
courtesy of Meade 
Instruments 
Corporation. 
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Above: An advertisement from a well 
known and respected firm who special 
-ize in SCT's, Roger W. Ththill, Inc. 

There are a number of accessories available for both 
Meade & Celestron SCT's, that make your observing 
easier and more rewarding. For example, JMJ's EZ 
Align, once properly installed, makes accurate polar 
alignment of the forks, a snap. The illuminated reticle 
allows quick and easy set-up. I have found very little 
declination drift on 20-minute exposures, usually due 
to atmospheric wobble (seeing), and not mis
alignment. 



At Rieht: 
Another 

advertisement 
for JMI or, 

Jim's Mobile 
Inc. This 

particular ad 
features the 

MOTODEC, 
the EZAlign, 
and theNGF 

focuser series. 

C.J lf~))i·'~ 1j;) 

~IU';~~~~._ ?:.Vf~ 

ThoJMI 

..- - , 
~ - .. ' ~ , ., 

Ii;i ! fi.l a j ~ . i 0 I I '" • 

As I personally observe through the winter in 
temperature ranges of -5 to -25 Celsius, I have retained 
the AC synchronous RA drive motor in my original 
2080 fork mount. The heat generated by these motors 
allows easier operation of the mount without being 
enough to affect seeing. Using an AC motor requires 
the use of a drive corrector. Originally, I used JMI's 
first MOTOTRAK with built-in battery power supply, 
but have recently gone to the MOTOTRAK V with 
an external power supply. This corrector has higher 
speeds and I found that when using Periodic Error 
Correction, I have to do very little correction for 
astrophotography, once programmed. It also has a 
user programmable feature that I found especially 
useful when photographing Comets Hyakutake and 
Hale-Bopp, allowing me to concentrate on tracking 
in declination, with the RA motion programmed, a 
real bonus with these fast moving objects. Motorized 
declination drives are a must for 2-axis tracking and 
correction. Again, I use JMI's MOTODEC, which 
has a potentiometer to vary drive speed. 

Using high quality eyepieces and accessories really 
gives you the maximum image quality that the 
objective can deliver. I prefer Tele Vue Ploss I 
eyepieces for visual observing and eyepiece projection 
photography, as they give good eye relief and deliver 
crisp images. One final accessory that should be 
considered, is a motorized focuser. JMI's NGF series 
are excellent, offering adjustable focusing rates and 
leaving the original manual focus free for coarse focus 
when changing eyepieces or accessories, or as backup 
in the event of battery failure. They easily handle the 
added weight of a 35mrn camera and eliminate mirror 
shift when fine focusing for high-resolution lunar & 
planetary detail. 
High contrast, lunar detail, allows the use of high 
magnifications. For small craterlets, volcanic domes 
and crater chains, I use up to 300X magnification 
with good results, allowing tiny details in terraced 
crater walls and debris fields to be easily seen. 
Planetary observing , when coupled with good 
eyepieces and colour filters, allows the capture of 
exquisite, fine detail in those seconds when the air is 
steady. An 8" will easily allow better than 1" of arc 
resolution when atmospheric conditions allow. Saturn 
is a good example as the details of both belt and ring 
systems can be seen sharp and clear during good 
seeing. 100X to 200X or, 12X to 25X per inch of 
aperture, seems to be the magnification range that 
produces a nice tight image, yet one that is well 
contrasted. This range shows all the detail that you 
are likely to see under average seeing, though 
occasional still, humid nights allow more. Using a 
high quality 2X Barlow allows the use of longer focal 
length eyepieces with less eye fatigue than using short 
FL ones with small exit pupils. It also improves 
eyepiece performance by giving a narrower light cone, 
resulting in slightly better contrast. Mars shows so 
much detail on a good night that I usually have to 
settle for sketching only the coarser features, though 
a lot of fine detail is coming and going with the air 
currents. 
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Generally, I find that Jupiter and Venus require lower 
magnifications because of their overall nature, 
especially Jupiter as it has no sharply defined disk 
edge, and the fact that you are looking at cloud top 
features that are low in contrast. However, for Jupiter, 
there are the occasional nights where the seeing and 
transparency allows you to push them. Mars, Saturn 
and the Moon on the other hand, have enough surface 
contrast that you can push the magnification to 30X -
40X per inch of aperture. 
Deep sky is easy with these scopes, and deep sky 
photography is easy and gratifying. A good radial 
off-axis guider and a tele-compressor, allow easy 
acquisition of guide stars and shorter exposure times. 
A little practice and experimentation with different 
films, results in being able to capture some very nice 
images. Another good idea is to attach a piggyback 
mount with some type of adjustment capability to your 
scope, allowing the use of short to medium focal length 
telephoto lenses for piggyback photography, especially 
when shooting comets. You can use this mount to 
attach a good pair of binoculars for sky scanning for 
Deep Sky Objects or comets, and if the orientation is 
the same as your finder, the visualization in the main 
instrument becomes a snap. 
I have recently added Orion's Mak 500 Maksutov 
90mm aperture spotting scope, mounting it on the 
piggyback bracket with a Bogan pan head. With the 
addition of a T-ring, it is an f/5.6 astro camera with 
my 35mm body. Add a Barlow and illuminated reticle 
eyepiece, and it's a great guide scope for 
astrophotography. With just a 26mm eyepiece, it 
makes a great finder for deep sky objects, allowing 
you to see them directly. 
I have also added digital setting circles and Orion's 
Sky Wizard 3 computer. Want to see all the galaxies 
in Virgo in one session? After alignment, find them 
in the catalogue, go to Find mode and slew as 
indicated: target acquired! For astrophotography you 
find your targets, expose and move to the next one. It 
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has a timer for your exposures . It also greatly 
simplifies finding the outer planets. Any object with 
a known RA and DEC such as faint comets or 
asteroids, can be found in less than 2 minutes. Since 
moving onto an acreage last year, I toyed with building 
an observatory. However, since my vehicles use the 
machinery shed, my garage proved to be better as it 
faces south and has a nice concrete pad. I built a cart 
to carry my mount and placed it on 4" casters so I can 
rig up inside and simply roll out the scope when ready, 
attach the power and start observing. Since I have 
started to experiment with video, I can sit in the warm 
and watch or record on the monitor, while the scope 
remains outside. 
Finally, some kind of dew or frost prevention is 
necessary. I use Roger Tuthill's No-Du cap for the 
main scope, coupled with the Kendrick Dew Remover 
system for power, the finder, and telephoto lens. This 
allows accurate temperature control with prolonged 
battery life, without affecting the optics or causing 
seeing degradation. 
Well, there you have my opinions and prejudices. Get 
out and enjoy the universe, no matter what kind of 
telescope you prefer. Clear nights and good seeing. 

-Denis Fell 

(Stardust welcomes new author Denis Fell, who 
resides upon an acreage SE of Wetaskiwin. Denis 
observes the night sky with an 8" seT and an 
80mm refractor. He has been a serious amateur 
astronomer for 15 years, but has casually watched 
things up there since he was 8 years old. Denis is 
also an astrophotographer by night and a network 
administrator by day. His newest astronomical 
project is video planetary observing, and we can 
hopefully look forward to a presentation at a future 
meeting. -ed.) 



IL1 rarry 
Corm1bnllb)1mti orm§: 

~ Co-Librarian Helen Steinke is pleased to , 
I announce the fo llowing generous contribution I 
I of books to the Club Library, courtesy of I 
I Edmonton Centre member Denis Fell. And I 
, the new arrivals are: ~ ------------

E xploring Intergalactic Space 
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Kn opf B ook ' 
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Last month 's conjunction of Venus and Jupiter 
was breathtaking. I managed to find the pair in the 
daytime using setting circles, and way more than my 
usual allotment of patience. The bright, beautiful, 
gibbous disk of Venus floated on the blue background, 
only 8 arc minutes, or so, above Jupiter's pale disk. 
Venus was about 10.7" of arc and Jupiter was 37" of 
arc. I could just barely see the faint bands crossing 
Jupiter. In the evening twilight, I again watched them, 
now bright against the falling twilight. In the scope, 
Venus was now dazzling and Jupiter's bands were 
quite distinct. The array of the little pinpricks of 
Jupiter ' atellites against the twilight sky really added 
to the scene. 

On March 8'h, Mercury and Jupiter are in 
conjunction in the falling twilight, and Venus is another 
15 degrees up the ecliptic, followed by Saturn. This 
forms a wonderful alignment of two inner, and two 
outer planets . The last in the series follows this 
progression of conjunctions, when Venus, Saturn and 
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the Moon are in conjunction on March 19'\ and all 
form a compact triangle, 5 degrees across. The next 
day, March 20'\ Mercury will have completed its trip 
back to pass in between the Sun and us. It will be 3 
degrees above the Sun for this inferior conjunction, a 
fairly difficult observation. Jupiter follows suit on 
March 31 s, when it is in superior conjunction. Saturn 
is quickly falling toward the evening twilight, and we 
will soon lose sight of it. Saturn moves into superior 
conjunction on April 26'h. 

At mid-month, Mars rises at 10:30 PM and 
transits at 3 AM. It shines at magnitude -.8 and 
presents a 12.88" disk at a distance of .727 AU distant. 
By the April meeting, it rises at 9:15 PM, shines at 
magnitude - 1.2 and transits at 2: 15 AM. It presents a 
14.56" (.643 AU) disk and will continue to grow to 
16.3" by opposition, which is on April 24'" when Mars 
is .584 AU away. Mars presents a rather small disk 
and thankfully will take high magnification well. If 
the seeing permits, 250X to 500X is the preferable 
operating range. I routinely use 270 to 330 power 
with my 4" refractor, and more with my 12.5" 
Newtonian. Color filters help increase the contrast 
of observed features. I advise people to use an Orange 
Wratten 21 or 23A filter to enhance the color contrast 
between the Martian Maria and the surrounding 
regions. If you will only buy one filter, this is the one 
to get. 

A filter assortment. 
Photo courtesy of Lumicon Inc. 



If you have a set of color fi lters, you can use 
them to advantage. A blue filter (W64, W80, and 
W47) help to detect ice fogs, polar hazes, atmospheric 
clouds and limb hazes. A green filter (W57) enhances 
surface fogs, frost patches and polar projections. Red 
(W25 or W29) gives maximum contrast of the dark 

, features, dust clouds and polar regions, but it is fairly 
dark and you need aperture to use it. Yellows (W12 
or W15) brighten desert regions and enhance contrast 

, on bluish and brownish features. 
The color filters have the effect of better or 

worse penetration through Mars' atmosphere, in 
proportion to their wavelength. Red filters, long 
wavelength, penetrate the atmosphere better than the 
shorter wavelength filters like blue or violet. Blue
violet filters seldom penetrate the atmosphere at all, 
except under the influence of the "Blue clearing" and 
the progressively longer wavelength filters, 
progressively penetrate more of Mars ' atmosphere. 

This apparition, we will see Mars approaching 
with its north pole tipped towards us. It is Martian 
summer in its northern hemisphere, and the polar cap 
will have dwindled to a small patch by opposition. 
Mars is about one full season ahead of us, so as our 
spring expands to summer, Mars will head to fall and 
you will see the polar cap expand again. The northern 
hemisphere is not as prone to dust storms, but they 
occasionally occur, so keep a watch for them. You 
may see cloud features on the shield volcanoes, as we 
did 2 years ago, or near the north polar cap. During 
the last opposition, we saw limb hazes quite often. 
These features are best seen with the violet or dark 
blue filter. Another atmospheric phenomena that is 
worth chasing, is the Syrtus Major "blue cloud" which 
when observed through a yellow filter, gives Syrtus 
Major a vivid green color. 

Last, but not least, on observing Mars, is to 
make drawings of what you see through the telescope. 
In making the drawing, you will spend more time 
observing the planet and may develop a more critical 

eye. It is frustrating during the first time of Mars 
season - looking at the small size of the image and 
your eye is not yet "tuned in" to the subtle details. 
Just give it time and after a while, you will be amazed 
at what you can see on Mars. 

Series 4000 Photo-Visual Color Filters. 
Photo courtesy of Meade Instruments Corporation. 

The last note of mine is that we are nearing 
Pluto season. April is prime time to go out and hunt 
for this 13.7 magnitude mote of light that is once again, 
after 20 years, the farthest planet in the solar system. 
There are finder charts in the Handbook, Sky and 
Telescope magazine and Astronomy magazine. 
Familiarize yourself with the chart and your favorite 
star atlas before going out, and the star hop will be 
easier. It is generally agreed that Pluto is visible in 
an 8" or larger scope, though it has been seen in 4" 
and 5" refractors. Happy hunting, and if Larry or I 
are out at Blackfoot, come on by when we chase it 
down, and have a look. Till May, Clear Skies and 
enjoy those planets! This winter and spring has been 
a grand time to watch them. 

- Murray Paulson 
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The August 13th-15th Saskatchewan Summer Star Party 1999 at Cypress Hills Interprovincial 
Park (Center Unit-near the Alberta and Montana borders) will be undergoing some major improvements this 
year. The beautiful, elevated natural setting, superb skies, innovative program of astronomical activities, and 
the availability of a wide range of nature and recreational alternatives have produced spectacular growth: 23 
attendees in 1996, 197 in 1997, and 270 last year. This year, presentations will be moved to an air-conditioned 
convention hall and formerly scarce hotel, cabin and condo units are available for pre-booking (park campsites 
will also be easily available), while the August date will not only provide more hours of darkness but also 
allow the spacious Meadows observing area to be effectively reserved for astronomical use. 

The Cypress Hills plateau juts up so high above the surrounding prairies that it managed to preserve its 
own ecology of cool Lodgepole pine forests and alpine meadows through the last ice age. The resulting 
microclimate and 1,300 meter altitude helps to produce cool, bug-free nights while the area's low population 
density and pastoral state keeps the skies black and transparent. These wonderfully dark skies were proven to 
allow the naked-eye detection of magnitude 8.4 star in Lyra by the Winnipeg RASC's eagle-eyed Judy 
Anderson on one of SSSP 1998's many clear nights. 

Cypress Hills Interprovincial Park is also a full family resort which features a wide range of activities 
including water sports, golf and mini-golf and much else. In-park accommodation includes rental suites in 
the Park Lodge, rental cabins and condominiums, camping and trailer sites, while there are two, excellent 
B&B establishments a short drive away. These amenities are well tucked-away from an extensive system of 
hiking and riding trails, which provide access to the park's abundant birds, wildlife, orchids and unique 
geology. There is also good trout fishing nearby. 

Observers will be welcome to set up for the duration in a spacious,light-protected area of the Meadows 
Campground reserved for SSSP use. This area will be cooperatively supervised by participants, who can also 
camp near their telescopes, if they wish . Officially, this is a weekend Star Party for which observing will 
begin on the night of Thursday, August 12th, and end on the night of Sunday, August 15th. However, the skies 
are so good and location is so pleasant that many will come early and stay late (one group reported a ten-day 
run of good observing nights in 1998!)! 

r----------------------------------~ I FOR MORE INFORMATION on cabin, condominium or hotel room accommodation, please I 
I contact SSSP Registrars Ellen and Les Dickson (e-mail: dickson@sk.sympatico.ca). To help with the I 
I organizing contact Rick Huziak (306) 665-3392. To contribute to the program or offer suggestions I 

for it, please contact Erich Keser at (306) 374-4262 (e-mail:keser@duke.usask.ca). To find out more I 
I about SSSP'99, contact any of the above, or write: SSSP'99, RASC Saskatoon Centre, P.O. Box 317, 
I RPO University Saskatoon, SK. I 
L __________________________________ ~ 
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The Centre will be hosting another astronomy 
workshop sometime in the future, and I need 
enthusiastic people to help make it another success. 
Whenever the workshop is held, now is not too early 
to decide when or where, and to line up a famous 
speaker or two. 

Presently, the workshop committee is, for the most 
part, made up of tentative members: the same, able 
few who are spread thinly over the many requirements 
of the Centre, and who volunteered largely from a 
feeling of duty (and response to the evil eye). What I 
would prefer to work with, is enthusiasm! 

If you attended the last workshop or a workshop in 
the past and think you would enjoy making the next 
one happen, you will be a valuable committee member. 
If you have never attended a workshop but are 
interested in finding out about one and helping in 
whatever way you are able, I have many chores for 
willing workers. Keep in mind, astronomy workshops 
are for everyone, from the beginner to the advanced 
amateur. 

So, please! Come forward and be part of something 
fun and very worthwhile. The committee needs new, 
lively, willing blood! 

I can be contacted by telephone at 458-9345, or by 
E-mail atmtansey@connect.ab.ca. or see me at a 
meeting. 

- Sharon Tansey 

r-----------------~ RAse Meeting Dates 
For 
1999 

April 12 
May 10 
June 14 
July n1a 
August n1a 
September 13 
October 18 
November 8 
December 13 

Observers' Group 
Meetings For 1999 

April 7 
MayS 
June 2 

Official Observing 
Weekends For 1999 

March 12-13 
April 16-17 
May 14-15 
June 11-12 
July n1a 
August n1a 
September 10-11 
October 8-9 
November 5-6 
December 3-4 

~-----------------~ 
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To: 
Edmonton RASC Council 1999 
Honorary President... .... ..... . Dr. Earl Milton 
President ........................... Paul Campbell (433-1516) 
Vice President ................... Richard Vanderberg (484-2213) 
Past President... ..... ............ . Bruce McCurdy 
Secretary ......... ....... ... ..... .... David Prud ' homme 
Treasurer ........................... Mel Rankin 
Observer Coordinator ..... Denis Boucher 
National Council Rep ......... Franklin Loehde 
Alternate National Rep ....... ShirLee Adamson 
Stardust Editor .................. Harris Christian 

Portfolio Positions: 
Stardust Distribution .... ..... . Forest Littke 
New Member Advisor ....... BiII Kunze 
Observing Site and 

(469-30<16) 
(460-2826) 

(461-4933) 

(436-2284) 

Equipment Directors .... .... .. Sherrilyn & Bob Jahrig 
Public Ed. Director ........... Chris Robart (457-7616) 
Librarians .......................... Ed Newcombe & Helen Steinke 
Librarian/Software ............. Ali ter Ling 
Social Director .... ...... ........ . Shelly Sodergren 
WEBsite Administrator.. .... Mike Hoskinson 
Light Pollution Abatement 
Committee Chair (ELPAC).Howard Gibbins 
Membership Secretary ..... Terry Nonay (456-6957) 

R.A.S.C. EDMONTON CENTRE 
'Xexl !JJ[eelin_u: 

!JJ[onday, :;Jpnll2lh, 7:30p.m. 

0cImonlon c:5p ace and c:5cience Cenlre 

::Iopic: 

:;J4lrontulUcal gn41rumenlalion 

willi 'J)r. 'J)auid9ry 

'Xexl 064cruer4' group !JJ[eelin/F' 

:;Jpn1711i, 7:1.5p.m. 

0cImonlon c:5p ace and c:5cience Cenlre 

'Xexl 064eruinu c:5euion4: -
!JJ[arcb I2IIi - 1311i 

2Jlac~fool c:5layiny ~a 

'Xexl CouncIl !JJ[eelintr: -
!JJ[onday, !JJ[arcb ISIIi, 7:00p.m. 

0cImonlon c:5p ace and c:5cience Cenlre 

Home Page: 
http://pianetJO.v-wave.comirasci 

Councillors: 
Ben Gendre 
Larry Wood 

Sharon Tansey 
George Graham 
Sherry MacLeod 

S CI Ei{~ CE MAGIC 
EDMONTON'S LARGEST TELESCOPE DEALER P HON E: C» ' 452-9100 

Featuring Celestron and Meade products. 
All catalogue items can be special ordered if not in stock. 
Drop by and see our seledion of books, posters, slides, 

novelties, holograms, binoculars and telescope accessories. 

Edmonton Space & Science Centre 
11211 - 142 Street 


