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After 23 years, the QEP closes
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SPECIAL NOTICE:
After Dec. 31, with the closing of the Queen
Elizabeth Planetarium, the Bookstore will
reduce its operation. Limited sales of
telescopes and accessories will still be
available, but phone during the Space
Sciences Centre’s office hours (8:30am —
4:30pm Monday — Friday) for assistance.
We apologize for the inconvenience, but

and Star Trak lines of telescopes and accessories.

—

Planetarium Bookstore

The Bookstore as it appears

 And as it appeared in the early

eroainosa mamkyou. o Phone 455-0119.

We stock the Celestron, Meade, Edmund Astroscan, Star Instruments,

When you're getting Into astronomy, see us first.
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President’s Message

We are now heading into the best observing season of the year -
providing you can stand the cold - with long dark skies with the
glorious winter constellations and crystal clear air. If only this were
Arizona! Not too long after you read this issue the days will be
beginning to grow longer and the nights shorter. For the first six
months of that dreaded (?) year, 1984, we have some truly excellent
speakers lined up for our regular meetings; we shall hear about
everything from amateur radio astronomy to meteors to the use of
home computers in astronomy. The Edmonton Centre will be
exchanging speakers with the Calgary, Saskatoon and Winnipeg
Centres.

Our January meeting isalso our Annual Meeting which means we
will have an election of new council members (a list of nominated
individuals appears elsewhere) and some other business to transact.
This is also the meeting when the Centre's Astrophotography
Telescope Making, Observing and Presiden's Award will be
presented to those people who have made outstanding contributions
in these areas. A number of Membership Certificates, presented by
the National Office of the R.A.S.C. will be given out as well. A little
later on in the new year we will likely be, once again, holding our
Annual Banquet which was discontinued last year because of rising
costs. It is hoped that a lower cost banquet can be arranged this year.

Also, thanks to the efforts of Mark Leenders and other members
our Observers' Corner meetings are again going ahead this year.
-Tony Whyte

Editor's Message

It is with some sadness, certainly with a sense of nostalgia, that
we announce the closing of the Queen Elizabeth Planetarium. It has
served the public for overy 23 years. During that time just over one
million people saw a program in the small 7-metre diameter theatre or
participated in one of our community astronomy events.

But Dec. 31 does not mark the end for the Planetarium. We hope it
will continue to function as a planetarium for many years to come, but
of necessity on a reduced schedule to limited audiences. In fact, we
hope to be able to refurbish the 15-year old Goto star projector in
order to improve its accuracy in re-creating the night sky.

No, Dec. 31 doesn't represent the end of the Queen Elizabeth
Planetarium~— merely its well-earned retirementinto a more leisurely

lif 8
i Alan Dyer



at the planctarium

The main item of news concerning the
Queen Elizabeth Planetarium is that this will the
last At the Planetarium report. On Dec. 31, the
Q.E. Planetarium will close its doors after 23
years of service to the people of northern
Alberta. Public and school programming will
cease operation; over the next 6 months, the
first public and school shows for the Space
Sciences Centre will be completed. Community
programming will continue throughout 1984,
with a full rosterof astronomy courses starting
in January. As with lastautumn’s courses, these
classes will be held in the Space Sciences
Centre classroom. Throughout 1984,
occasional use will be made of the Q.E.P. for
special night sky courses, but no general
admission public shows will be offered.

Until Dec. 31, the programming schedule at
the Q.E.P. will consist of the two current public

shows - The Ice Age Cometh? and the
children’s program Everything You Wanted to
Know About the Universe! Between Christmas
and New Year's extra showings will be
scheduled to allow everyone to get one last look
at the venerable little theatre that has served us
so well, considering the limitations, for over two
decades.

For several retrospective articles on the
Q.E. Planetarium'’s history, see the October,
1980 issue of Stardust, published on the 20th
anniversary of the opening of the Planetarium.

To everyone who has loyally supported the
Planetarium over the years, we thank you for
your patronage. Members of the RASC,
Edmonton Centre can be justly proud of the key
role their Centre played in promoting the
concept of aplanetarium as a civic projectin the
late 1950's. We are confident we can count on
the RASC for the same degree of support for the
Space Sciences Centre in the years to come.

See you July 1!

BOOKSTORE PATRONS, TAKE NOTE:

The Planetarium Bookstore will be closing
Dec. 31 as well. However, limited sales of
telescopes and other items may continue
through early 1984. However, the hours of
operation of the Bookstore will be extremely
limited, and many items could only be sold on
an appointment basis. For Bookstore inquiries,
please phone Stew Krysko during office hours
at 455-0119. Beginnng July 1, a new Bookstore
should be in operation, offering a much wider
range of merchandise at convenient hours. Till
then, please bear with us through the transition
period. Thank you.

The QEP theatre undergoing major renovationsin the
early 1970's, when an array of new projection and
audio equipment was added.



Not too many people in the RASC today remember
the Planetarium as it appears in the photo ABOVE.
The first star projector was a Spitz A2 that was
manually operated from a console in the centre of the
theatre. Here, the Planetarium’s first director, lan
Maclennan explains the operation of the ungainly
looking Spitz projector to a group of youngsters in the
early 1960's.

AT LEFT, in 1959, Queen Elizabeth planted a
ceremonial tree in Coronation Park, then a brand new
park. The Planetarium was named in her honour
commemorating her first visit to Edmonton.



/pace sciences centre

In October and November, the first major
pieces of equipment began arriving at the
Space Sciences Centre’s shipping dock: half of
the total order of 220 Leitz slide projectors,
some 37 massive speaker systems for the 2
theatres, a pOrtion of the 95 amplifiers needed
to power those speakers, as well as some new
tape recorders and new mixer board for the
recording studio.

The production of detailed shop drawings
and fabrication of the first exhibits is also
underway. In October, a number of lower
priority exhibits were cut from the main gallery
in order to keep the cost of the exhibits within
budget. These exhibits will not be complete and
in place July 1, but are scheduled to be added
after opening.

The construction of most of the sidewalks

roadways and concrete landscape structures
surrounding the building was completed before
the first snow fellin mid-November. Next spring
the “soft” landscaping will be completed,
including the planting of many new decorative
shrubs and trees.

In late September, the first major details
regarding the administration of the Centre were
settled. City Council approved the Space
Sciences Foundation's proposal (drafted in
conjunctions with the Parks and Rec. Dept. and
City Commission Board)—the Centre will be
operated by the Foundation as a private
venture, not as a City of Edmonton major
recreational facility. A Board of Governors,
consisting of 4 Foundation-appointed and 3
City-appointed members will oversee the
operation of the Space Sciences Centre.

WINTER SKY COURSE
6 nights, $16.00
begins Monday, Jan. 23

sessions

‘Chart your course.....

TELESCOPE COURSE
(How to use your scope)
3 nights, $12.00

begins Thursday, Jan. 26

Courses are held in weekly

....at the Space Sciences Centre

UI courses held in the Classroom, Edm. Space Sciences Centres. Use the N.W. entrancej

ASTRONOMY BASICS
6 nights, $16.00
begins Tuesday, Jan. 24




EDMONTON SPACE SCIENCES CENTRE

You can contribute to the Centre in a very unique way..

donate
A a star...

OPENING

: = SN ¢ =
... in your name, or as a special gift. All donations will
be used to purchase equipment for the Centre.
Donations are tax deductibie under the federal
Registered Charities Act.

Choose one of the following

Magnitudes less than 0 (brigh'es! stars) $500C 20
0 tc 1st magnitude 41000 00
1st to 2nd magrituce 500 0C
2nd to 3rd magnitude 300 Q0
3rd to 4th magnitude 200 00
4th to 5th magnitude 10000
5th to 6th magnitude (dimmes! stars) 50 00

Your name will be beside your star in the Edmonten Space Sciences
Centre on a large-stcr mep

For more information, contact a star salesperson at
455-0278. ,
"3 "y & ¥ N B B K _ B _ & B B B B B _8 N |

DONATION FORM

NAME :
ADDRESS —_______ POSTAL CODE
TELEPHONE: (res) (bus)
| wish'to donate a star of ____ magnitude
Enclosed is a chegque or money order for §
Please donate star in name of
S Sy o

00
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NOTICE OF NOMINATION

The nominating committee appointed by
the Edmonton Centre council, and consisting
of Tony Whyte, Bob Carson and Kathryn Ward,
has compiled the following list of candidates for
the 1984 council:

President: Anthony Whyte

Vice President: Robert Carson

Treasurer: Mel Rankin

Secretary: Yni Ebbers

Editor of Stardust: Alan Dyer

National Council Representative: Mel Rankin
Observing Co-ordinator: Mark Leenders
Councillors: Vince Cottrell, Bob King, Craig
Makarowski, Kathyrn Ward, Mark Zalicik.

All positions of the council are open to any
Edmonton Centre member in good standing
(subject to a vote by the general membership, if
necessary) and additional nominations are
encouraged. If you wish to run for one of the
above positions, please contact any of the
nominating committee. A final call for
nominations will be made atthe January 9, 1984
regular meeting.

A SURPRISING NOVEMBER MEETING

Last month’'s meeting was advertised as -
“Presidential surprise”, since the topic had not
been selected as of press time for the last
Stardust. However, the 50 or so members and
guests in attendance were treated to a superb
talk on “Science and Religion” by Father Lucien
Kemble of the Calgary Centre, RASC. Father
Kemble, himself an amateur astronomer, spoke
on the reconciliation of scientific theories and
religious faith. Punctuating his talk with
humour and personal anecdotes, Father
Kemble succeeded in stimulating.a great deal of
discussion after the meeting.

1984 SPEAKER EXCHANGES
As is now almost customary in the Centre’s

calendar of activities, next spring will see a
number of guests from other western Canadian
Centres speaking to our group. From February
to May, we will be receiving exchange speakers
from the Calgary, Saskatoon, and Winnipeg
Centres. In turn, one or more of our members
will be addressing each of those Centres in
return. The exact dates and topics for these
speaker exchange has not yet been finalized.

LEVY BOOK SOLD OUT
Copies of David Levy's introductory book
on amateur astronomy A Joy of Gazing have
sold out. However, more copies are being
ordered and should be available at upcoming
meetings.

RETURN OF THE
OBSERVERS’' CORNER

Meetings of the Observers’ Group, known

as Observers' Corners, will begin in December,

10 minutes after the main meeting ends. All

observers from complete beginners to

advanced photographers, are encouraged to

join the Observers' Group and share your

observations with us. The December meeting

will include a brief discussion of star charts and
atlases.

-Mark Leenders

GENERAL ASSEMBLY

PLANNING UNDERWAY
The first separate meeting of the G.A.
planning group was held on Monday,
November 28 at the Space Sciences Centre.
The work so far in booking accommodations
and meals was reviewed (the Lister Hall
complex at the U. of A. will be the main
residence for delegates at the G.A.) and the
chairmen for the various planning committees
were finalized. However, there are still several
areas in need of volunteers: Publicity, Social
Activities, and Awards & Displays. Anyone
interested in helping out should call Centre




NOTICE of GENERAL MEETINGS

MONDAY, DECEMBER 12

Martin Beech
“Wolf-Rayet Stars”

Wolf Rayet stars are a class of very luminous, very
hot stars whose spectra indicate that material is
being ejected from the stars at a very high rate. Mr.
Beech comes to us from the University of Sussex via
the University of Alberta.

PLUS:
OBSERVER'S CORNER: Star Atlases

Both meetings at
8:00 PM; CLASSROOM, SPACE SCIENCES CENTRE

MONDAY, JANUARY 9

Bob Stephens
“The Amateur Radio Astronomy
Observatory”

Bob is an avid anateur radio astronomer. Lately, he
has been making observations of the sun and Milky
Way objects with large surplus tropo-scatter
microwave antennas at Hay River, NNW.T.

PLUS:
OBSERVER'S CORNER

Guests and members of the public are welcome

President Tony Whyte at 439-9367. He'll ensure
you are notified of future G.A. planning
meelings; these will be held at ieast monthiy for
the next year or so.

OBSERVING NOTES

The 84 Observer's Handbook has arrived
and will be available at the December meeting.
But only to those members who have paid their
dues.

No observing sessions have been planned
so far for December or January. Winter
observing sessions will be announced at
upcoming meetings. Winter observing often
takes place at Elk Island Park, provided the
weather is not too hostile.




for sale

FOR SALE: 8" Meade Newtonian f/6 reflector,
with 25mm and 9mm eyepieces, equatorial
mount and clock drive. Phone 461-0128
between 6pm and 9pm. Ask for George.

FOR SALE: Dynamax 8" Schmidt-Cassegrain
with motor drive, drive corrector, and pedestal.
7mm, 12mm, 30mm, and 40mm oculars. 50mm
finderscope. Carrying case. Excellent
condition. $1100 or best offer. Call John Garfitt
at 403-632-6767 (days), 632-4949 (evenings).

FOR SALE: Meade 6" f/8 Newtonian relector
telescope, 10 months old, with motor drive,
9mm and 25mm eyepieces, 2x - 3x Barlow. $650
or best offer. Dave Stredulinsky. Ph. 922-4464.

NOTICE OF OPPORTUNITY: The Mobile
Planetarium may be looking for an instructor to
supervise program of inflatable planetariums.
Involves 3 - 5 days per month. Applicants must
have valid driver's license. Contact 427-1743
and ask for Janet or Cynthia.

FOR SALE: 3.10"” secondary mirror with Novak
secondary holder, without spider. Also, 2"
Meade rack and pinion focuser. Contact Vic
lLaird in Fort Saskatchewan at 992-0969.

FOR SALE: Nikon FE camera body only
(without lens), with MD-11 motor drive and
case. Excellent condition. A great second
camera for Nikon owners. Contact Alan Dyer at
488-1092 (home) or 452-9100 (office). Asking
$350.00. 3

MERRY
CHRISTMAS !

(YOUR

LAST
CHANCE !

Renew your membership
in the Edmonton Centre,
R.A.S.C.

You may pay your dues at the
December 12 or January 9
meetings. You will receive your
1984 membership card, and
copy of the new Observer’s
Handbook. OR you may mall In
your dues using the form
opposite.

Those who have not renewed by
January will be removed from the
maliling list for RASC
publications.

DON'T DELAY....
...JOIN TODAY !

. _J




DISCOVER
THE
UNIVERSE

with the

Royal

Astronomical
Society

of Canada
EDMONTON CENTRE

publications.
Name

RASC, EDMONTON CENTRE MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM

Please accept my application for membership in the Royal Astronomical Society of Canada, EDMONTON
CENTRE for 1984. Enclosed is a cheque or money order for the appropriate fee: $24.00 for Adults; $15.00 for
Youths 17 and under; $300.00 for Life membership; $8.00 for Associate membership (cpen to spouse and
children of Adult members). | understand that upon receipt of my application and fee remittance, a membership
card and a copy of the 1984 Observer's Handbook will be mailed to my address when it is published (or can be
picked up at the next monthly general meeting), and that | will be placed on the mailing lists for RASC

monthly general meetings

regular group observing sessions

use of the Ellerslie Observatory

use of Buck Mountain Dark Site

the annual RASC Observer's Handbook
STARDUST

the RASC Journal and Newsletter

free admission to all Planetarium shows

EEE T T

............. Tony Whyte (439-9367)
.............. Mel Rankin (469-3066)

Address

Postal Code

O New Member
O Renewal

MAIL TO: Edmonton Centre, RASC, c/o Edmonton Space Sciences Centre, CN Tower, 10th Floor, 10004-104
Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta, T5F 0K1. Please make all cheques payable to: Edmonton Centre, RASC.
.............................................. Thanks!

Phone




c/o0 CN tower, 10th floor
10004 - 104 avenue
edmonton, alberta
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r- edmonton space sciences centre
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