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President's Report

I regret that I was unable to be present at the May meeting, but feel confident
that it was a success. I am sure that, for many of you, what you saw and heard on May 8 wil
make you look forward with even greater anticipation to the July 10 eventand will assist
you in making more interesting and useful observations and records of the eclipse.

For the benifit of those who will be in Edmonton on July 10, a number of small
telescopes will be set-up on campus, south of the Physics building, for observation of the
partial eclipse.

As has been the case in the past, at our June picnic and observing night at the
Devon Observatory, an open fire will be made for those who wish to cook hot dogs, steaks,
etc., or bring your own barbecue. It is also advisable to bring some insect repelTarltS
If you lack transportation, it should be possible to make suitable arrangements by calling
a member of the executive. We are looking forward to clear skies and a large turnout.

Secretary's Report

The 1971-72 Term is drawing to a close. However, some highlights still remaining
in the seasons activities include an annual picnic. This has been set for Friday, June 16th
at the Devon Observatory grounds. This is located approximately ten miles south of Highway
16-West at the "Devon Corner". A sign, a light and an open gate will greet you and you will
know you have travelled south far enough; (if you came from the north on the Devon Highway)
As in previous years, each member is expected to bring their own provisions

In July, a north flight has been arranged for the eclipse enthusiasts to observe,
photograph, etc., the total eclipse of the sun on the 10th of this month(July), If you
are still able to join the group phone, Paul Deans at 484-0112,, in case there is a seat
as yet available. For those who are going, may each one experience a "phenomenal" time,
balmy weather, clear, clear skies at Tuktoyaktuk, no mosquitos and smooth air sailing there
and back.

A new book entitled, "Planets, Stars & Galaxies" which was donated by D, Hube has
been added to the library for your informational and reading pleasure.
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r®0*%(eeping Honorei

On June 1st at the 1972 Convocation
E.S.Keeping was awarded a doctorate of laws
then 44 years.
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Ifcerta, Our honory president
were he had taught for more

In 1929 he joined the mathematics department, and then helped to form the Edmonton Centn
R.A.S.C. in 1932, serving as president on a number of occasions. From 1954 - 1961 he sat as the
chairman of the mathematics department.

Members of the Edmonton Centre salute a man who served Astronomy and his University well

General Assembly in Vancouver

For the first ever; general assembly west of the mountains, deligates were amazed at the
clear blue sky; and warm temperatures that nicely complimented the gorgous flowers at the
University of British Columbia campus.

Nearly 100 proffesional and ametuer astronomers, from as far east as Quebec City attende
the well planned scientific session and social gatherings of the assembly.

Given special recognation by the members and a roster of past presidents was Marie
Fiddler - Litchinsky now of Calgary. A further tribute was a life membership in the society.

Most centres reported quite extensive plans for the July 10, eclipse of the sun ana
some good results are expected.

The 1974 site for teh general assembly will, be,Winnipeg, however the 1973 host ,is still



undivided, although Ottawa looks like a good bet.

> A more complete report of teh general assembly will apear in the September issue of
Stardust.

The Manitou Stone Returns

SoBb 368 pounds of iron that fell on Alberta more than tDO years ago will be returned
to this province from the Royal Ontario Museum.

The largest known meteroite to have fallen in Canada had considerable religious
significance before it was carted by missionarys from its landing site near Iron Creek South
East of Edmonton.

The provincial museum hopes to display it before the end of the summer!

A Night's Observing

May 19, 1972 The setting sun's last rays touched the land as the Trio made their
way across dirt roads that had probably never bore anything but farm trucks and machinery.
These three astronomers were in search of a fdeld that had to have a clear horizon. Their
telescopes , an eight inch, a six inch and a four and one half inch, were packed in blankets
and placed in jub-Qx on top of the car ( a 1959 Vauxhall Super). Dave Parker guided this top
heavy vehicle while the two passengers, Eric Peterson and Brain Charapko watched the road
ahead for^oBsticals.

The road became rougher and it seemed to end in a farmers yard. They were ready to
turn back when they spotted a trail leading off into the bush. A moment of indecision, then
the Trio set off down it.

Down a hill they went and the pool of water at the bottom of it didn't hinder their
speed one iota. Up another rise and towards another innocent puddle, There were two ridges of
dirt across it adn Dave steered onto them. Half way across, the rear end lurched sickeningly
to one side and down into deep mud'.: filled ruts. The front end remained true and the engine
thundered it's song of 52 1/2 horse powers, pulling the wheels free from the quagmire. The
anxious moment passed and in a nearby field, they saw a hill dominating the scenery.

Stopping the car they got out and climbed a barbed wire fence, Nearing the top of the
hill, searching Wtey saw a clear horizon immergeing, a perfect spot for searching the sky
that had once looked down upon another man in another country in another era. That man,
Messier, had charted 104 of the universe's secrets. He catalogued clusters and globulars,
galaxies and nebula. Now, centuries later, three people, the Trio, were going to rediscover
a large number of them. They are listed below; the fruit of a single nights search.

M-3 M-10 M-16 M-22 M-27 M-53 M-80 M-103
M-5 M-11 M-17 M-24 M-31 M-56 M-81 M-104
M-8 M=12 M-18 M-25 M-51 M-57 M-92 M-107
M-9 M-13 M-20 M-26 M-52 M-71 M-94

Eric Peterson
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Angus Smith

Angus Smith - A good friend has left. On Tuesday,

June 6, Angus Smith, a former president a man much admired

for his personnal warmth, and his unselfish didication to

ameteur astronomy in Edmonton, suddenly passed away. Angus,

a person who was trully "The Salt of the Earth" will be most

sadly missed by everyone who had the good fortune to meet

him.

To his wife Marg and her four childeren,Donald,

Norman, Barbara, and Lorraine, we thank you for sharing

Angus with us. We hope that this void left behind will only

strengthen our resolve to live each and every day to the full,

as did Angus.
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Of the Edmonton Centre.
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Meeting : Friday, June 16 at 8:00p.m.

Annual picnic and observing night at the Devon Astronomical
Observatbry of the University of Alberta.

Bring a friend, your own picnic supper and a telescope, 1f
you have one.




