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Editors Message

In the' last issue as some people noticed, I forgot to put the answers to the astronomical
quiz in. The answers are in this issue.

As usal any articles may be sent to Keith Enhagen, , Edmonton, Alberta,
lease send articles at least 2 weeks before the next general meeting.

Keith Enhagen

Report from the President

It was ^ery gratifying to see such a large turn-out at the January meeting, and I am sure
that all those present enjoyed Anthony Whyte's comprehensive description of the development
of American rockets. We are fortunate to have among our members someone who is so knowledgeable
in the field of space hardware, and who is willing to share his knowledge and enthusiasm with
others. Anthony is one of the newest members of the Centre, and I hope that some of the
'veterans' will have been inspired to take a more active role in the affairs of the S6oiety.

At the present time, our editor is doing ajj_ the work involved in the production and
distribution of 'Stardust', He is doing'an outstanding job# but we cannot expect one person
to carry such a heavy load by himself. If you are willing to assist, please contact Keith
by telephone or at the next meeting.

Interested in observing artificial satellites? I have received some descriptive material from
an organization which, for $25. per year will supply you with predicted times and tracks
of satellite passes over your locale. I will pass on this material to anyone who is interested.

One of our Spring meetings will be devoted to solar eclipses, specifically, of course, the
July 10, 1972 eclipse. If you have anything to contribute in the way of a description of
our plans for observing the coming eclipse, your experiences at past eclipses, a discussion

of the types of observations that an amateur may make, hints for photographers, etc., etc.,
please let me know as soon as possible.

The speaker at our February meeting will be Dr. David Routledge, resident radio astrqhqmer at
the University, Among other things, he will be telling us about the proposal to built a major
radio astronomy facility in Alberta,

******

Fellow members of the R.A.S.C, I would like to take this opportunity to tell you briefly about
the British Interplanetary Society of which I am also a member;
The B.I.S. was formed in 1933 and today has about 3000 members, about a third of which live
outside England. The B.f.S.'s main objective is to promote interest in astronomy and space
travel. It publishes two magazines?' SPACEFLIGHT and the B.I.S. JOURNAL.

Membership costs $10 per year and includes a subscription to either magazine. These fees const
itute the main source of revenue. Because ef rising costs, the B.I.S. tries to do as much of
the printing process of its publications as possible itself. Such efforts require expensive
equipment and to meet this high initial expenditure, a special appeal has been made to all !
members including myself for help,

At our February meeting I will present more details regarding the B.I.S. and membership
requirements. Iwill also have on hand three copies of each magazine which I hope to sell for
at least a dollar each (a steal).

astly, I will ask for general donations whether they be only a dime or a quarter. I will
•orward all proceeds as "Courtesy of the Royal" Astronomical Society of Canada (Edmonton)".
So, fellow members* let us respond as best as we can to this appeal from the British
Interplanetary Society. Anthony Wnyte



ASTRONOMICAL GOSSIP #5 '
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DID YOU KNOW THAT,..,,..,,

.....the globular clusters aae the oldest members of our Galaxy,

.....the study of meteors contributed quiet-a-bit in re-entry problems of rockets, and space
travel.

.....Jupiter captured about 60 comets, and these are of course called "Jupiter's family of
comets,"

.....the sun has 22,000 different spectral lines, and only 12.000 have been identified.

.....the astronomical unit is called "solar paralax".
to study astronomy won't make our lives more comfortable nor convinient, as a matter of
fact, it is completly inpractical,

,,.,.it was astronomer Roemer, who first attempted to measure the speed of light using
Jupiter's satelites.

.....the most difficult characteristic is the determine the mass of a star.
,,..,in TOPKAPI Place (Turkey), are ancient maps, that eorespond exactly with photographs

taken by Apollo 8.
.....the minimum distance of Hermes (asteroid) from the earth is about 475.000 miles.

M, Dostal.

Astronomical Quiz

1. There are major meteor showers in a year.
2. In Febuary Mars will be in .
3. The mean diameter of Jupiter is .
4. What is the period of rotation of Mercury?
5. What is the average number of sporadic meteors an abserver may see per hour?
6. What is the diameter of Ceres,
7. What are the two areas suspected of showing changes of the Moon?
8. Neptune was discovered in ,
9. Uranus was discovered in 1781 by I .
10.3C 273 is the .

Febuary: 1, 10; 2, Aries; 3,87,000 miles; 4.59 days; -5. 7; 6. 480 miles; 7. Alphonsus and
Aristarchus; 8. 1846; 9.Sir William Herschel; 10, Nearest, strongest quasar.
January:!.Rayed arcs, Rays, Homogeneous Arcs., Pulsating Forms, Flaming Glow; 2. 15; 3. Janus,
Mimas, Enculadus, Tethys, Dione, Rhea* Titan, Hyperion, Lapetus, Phoebe; 4. Janus; 5. Ammonia,
Methane;-200°F; 6, Thermal; 7, N.G.B-. 55; 8. Yes; 9,Twice the size of Jupiter; 10, G2 V;
11,Mag 9.5; 12. 4.3 ly; 13. Maganes.

Observing NOtes for Febuary

Mercury- It is too close to he sun for observation-* superior conjuction being on the 17th.
Venus - It is an evening star in the southwest at sunset and sets about three hours later,
Mars - Moving into Aries, it is past the meridian at sunset and sets before midnight.
Jupiter- In Sagittarus, it rises about three hours before the sun and is to be seen low in the

south-east.

Saturn - In Taurus, it is approaching the meridian at sunset and sets about two hours after
midnight.

For More Information consult your Hanbook and Sky and Telescope.
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Meeting: Monday, February 14 at 8:00 p.m.
Room VI07, Physics Building, University of Alberta

Speaker: Dr. David Routledge
Dept. of Electrical Engineering
University of Alberta

Topic : Decametrlc Radio Astronomy.




