Stardust

A Momthly Newslatter of the

. Rowal Asiropomical Scelety of Choids
Edmontea, Ceulrs May, 1908
Masting "The Goto Projector at the Queen Blizabeth Planetarium®
Monday, May 13th Speaker— Mr, William Cable, Director
Planetarium

r. E.R. Milton and the Aurora Dr,. Milton,
a long-time member of the R.A.3.C. and form-
er active observer Ffor the Edmonton Centrs,
returned to us in March to revesl the extens-—
ive work he hes done with fipne auroral observ-
ations done by the Centre's aprora observers
in the 1950%s,

br. Milton paid special tribute to the
amateur astronomers of the Centre who were
involved in the important task of recording
the appearance of northern lights over Edmont-
on during the International Geophysieal Year.

He concluded his talk with an apgeal and
an offer to the young members of the Centre
to eollectively observe and record their
appearance, It certainly provides a tremend-
ous opportunity for young people to assist the
professional astronomor,

Dr. Milton, in cooperation with the Nat-

- ional Research ﬁuunnil, will be providing Corms

The Return of Dr., Milton to report observed aurora.

Dr. Hichard Henry and the Universe & recent news release oot of Washington,
D.C. revealed that rocket launchings last fall have revealed that the inter-
palactis apace is not empty of dust and gas but rather has one hundred times
more hydrogen gas than previousely suspected, Ur. Richard Henry of the U.S.
Waval Laboratory who instigated the project, states that this evidence means
that the universe is likely closed in upon {tself and finite as Einstein
suggested, More tests are regquired to confirm this,

In case you don't know Dr. Henry was a Tormer member of the Centre's
Ohzervers' Group in 1955. The picture of this group appeared in the January
igsue of STARDUST and Dr. Henry is the'boy' in the lower right-hand eorner.

JUNE MEETING- A TRIP TO THE MEANOOK METEOR ORSERVATCEY



IMustrative sketehes of standard auraral Forme, Obsarving the Aurora

The wisite of Drs. Milton
and Harrison at the March and

e ok ; April meetings respectively,
s 3 T ? agaln pointed out the import-
ance of the work of amateu

astronomers, This was neve:

HA  piomcscmzois  eAm) more true than in the field
northern light studies,

Easily seen from Edmonton

and without a telescops the
i h bl i . ,_;LM : aurora at times can be most
corourful and spectacular.
The sketehea at the side
illustrate the more common
forms seen, The mo2t common
ecolour is greenish-yellow but
reds and purple have been re-
ported,
l The method of reporting

brightnesses 1s by comparlnz
a faint aurora with the Milky
Way, a medium bright aurora
with moonlit cirrns clouds

l and bright aurora with the

R#&  raveD mRG)

edees of moonlit ocumnlus
e¢londs, More tipa on how to
nbserve the aurora will appsar
G imon GRGEET in the Juna issue of STARDUST

Aurora Jhasrpihocters

of -tha 50's
Walter Scheusrman of Hashaw and

iy RO O e e Walter Nacuk of Thoraby, owo of our

- ‘s o most active aurora observers in the
o AT R Ecienti”: s 195018, were re-united at our spesial

Eritain, Saskatoon and Calzary has -

taken a keén interest in the north-  Lorch 25th meebinz, The two provided

P i Tha - msshanismns. behind two impertant links in the network of

surora ohscovers In Alberta, Betweesn
them they supplied over LOO reporta
of auTora %o the National Research
Coungil.

The auTora wWas the 'subject of his
very interestine talk to our Centrs

in Appil, We hope to hear from him
again in bhe future,



The General Assembly in Calsary Friday, May 17
May 17 = 20

There iz every indication that 1:30 p.m. Mational Council Meeting
General fAssembly will be another 2:00 p.m. Registration
* large success With delegates 2:30 p.m. Tour of exhibits
sf Bepnedulad to arrive from Victoria, #:00 p,m. Genersl Meseting and UFO Talk
luebec Gity and a1l points in be- 0:30 p.m. Secial Hour
tween, A8 you can ses from the
abhreviated program on the right Saturday, May 18
there will ba a ereat deal Lo see
and do, #:30r a.m. Papers Session
I you hawe deelded to:.go but 12:00 Noon Group Photograph
have not vet contacted the Calgary 1100 p.me Comnittes Meetings
Centre send & oguick lelter off to 2:30 p.m. Photopraphic Zenith Tube
Mr, Ken Meiklejohn, B2 Selkirk 7:00 p.m. Provincial Banquet

Drive, 5.W,, Oalgary 13,
- % = Sunday and Monday May 19,20

Tours of Celgary Centennial Planetarium,
osmic Ray Station, and city sights,

Totel Tanar Eglipse of April 12

The talk o™ the past month
hds bsen the idsal conditions
for this ecifpss, The sclipse
was quite bezutiful, especislly
with the hricht star Splea in
conjunetion with the moon. A
coppery-red polour wag aoticna-
ble avite early in the eallipas,
and became mare nroncuncen As

a moon =11id desper into the
adow,

Other noblesable feature=s of
the eclipse included abnormal
hrightnass of the southern limb
of the moon which' ranzed: Trom
naarl white ‘tno a subtle: hine,
Thie eould bhe explaoined by the
faat that the moon dis net pass
throtueh the santer of the =arth's
shadow, AG no stage of the eclip-
98 WRE any.oart of the monn
pombletely invisible..Two ococult-
ations were recorded durdng bhe eglipsa,

The author wishes to aknowledsa the aaistanee of Mr, Paul Deans who obtained
orater Cimingss and Miss Inger Flelsher whe helper-operate the movie camera used
for bime-lapse moves, Misa Fleisgher slso game through with the mich-needed
corfee, as the three were frozen much of the Time,

Franklin Loshde and myself will be showing coleur slides of the eclipse
4t the May meeting in the Planetarism.

(Ansecchrome by F. Loehde 20:30 MST)

David Holes



Tatal Imnar Eclipse
April 12-13

Colour Photographs by F. Loehde
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Hobte Spiea to right of moon




Observine Wotes by David Boles Jenny Rusch has added M4S, MLT and M9 ta
her Mesgisrp list total, Wwhile yours brulﬁ managed to find seversl objeets dur-
Ing a break from lunar and planetary work. Of good nmews ©o you younger ohser-
vers without 1&?55 telazpopes is the observing done by Mr, Loshde with a pair
of binoenlsrs. In a short three-hour chservine session durine April he saw

with binoeulars alone Mossiers 3, 13, 41, 53, 33, B, 65, 66,792, 9L, 95, 96,
-~_-41, 82, 101, ‘and 10L. TMNon't miwve up as fe isn't com ting. fie has séen them
all hefors throurh regular telescopas, AR far ag myself i3 concerned Itve bean
very busy the past few weeks and so have not been 1n touch with our younser
mambers for bheir totals in the Messier Contest, TPlease cive your latest acore
at the May 13th meeting at the Planetarinm.

One of the most beautiful objects now prominent in the evening sky is the
planet Jupiter, the oreat zas giant of the solar system. Jupiter i1 a fascin-
atinz olanet to watech, and chanses in the Paca‘of the planet and in the positicns
of the four Galilean moond are visible in a short parded of time. Juniterts
four large moons are easilr visihle in binoculars and would even he risible +o
the naked eys if thev were not lost in the planet's glare,

Usine oy eight inch telescope, I manazed to obServe the Jovian details
shown in the sccompanying drawings made on the 23rd and 24th of March, Juplterts
Great Red Spot and a white oval beneath it Were visible on the 23rd as was a
rerrow ouf distinet belt at a peeculiar upward angle from the Hed Spot. Another
obaerver with me at the time confirmed my observaticns. The most notable
featura ghe following evening was 4 close conjunction of two of the moons, At
2204 the moons were split, but st 50K they appeared &= one moon, Observers
with reasonably large telescopes should try watehing for transits, eelipses, ate
of the maons

7:45 P.M. MARCH 23

11:15 P.M. MARCH B4

LLd

PORAZER! Howell of Calpery Centre

The gentleman on the right with that olaint-
ive and almest pained look is what is called by
the cocultabion fraternity & Grazer, These croat-
urea are afflicted with & rare desease which forces
them to travel to remote,God-forsaken spots in the
hopes of saeing & star pop In and out of the vallays
nf the moon, While during 2 regulsr oceultation of
4 star by the moon, the moon passes directly in
front of the star in a 'graze' there is a partial
miss a3 the star geces behind a ranga-of Iunsr mount-
ains, Needless-to-say with such split-szecond biming
raguired it sometimes is eloudy et precisely the
wrong time. The pained look on John'ts face? Tou
ruessad ikl
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