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There was littls doubt in anyone's mind that when the mesiing of loy=-
embar 16th broke up, it had bsen one of the most productive and informative
in a long time. And nearly all members praised the featured speaker, Robert
Allin, for this conclusion. Mr. Allin's talk on Quasars was most enlightenlng.,
But the strongest measure of its impact was in the stimulating discussion it
prompted amongst some of the younger members of the Csntre, WQuestions from the
floor were numaTous, but always well-phrased and thought=-out., Cften the
questions anticipated points the speoker was about to make, but lir. allin pati=ntly
Fialdad each, further amplifying a rather difficult subjsct.

br. Allin Jaff Davis

The meating was the first under thas chairmanship of Dr. George Cumming,
the new president of the Centre. Following the reading of the mimites, various
Counicil membars presented their reports, and members of the new council were
introduceds

The one grave dlsappointment of the svening was to h=ar from lir. Franllin
Loshds that thers is to be NO STAR NIGHT this year. Apparently there are no major
displays available from the American Space agency for exhibit at this timae
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AN APOLOGY

A lagk of space prohibits us from running the editorial mentionsd last month
and a book rTeview.

NEWS FROM THE SKY

e

We assume you've all heard of ths faﬁéastic Leonid meteor showsr of mid-November,
so we need add nothing to that here.

December is a notoriously unpredictable month for observers. Nonetheless, this
December has several compensating factors, notably a favorabls morning elongation of
Mereury, another edge-on performance of the rings of Saturn, and convenlent hours
for watching the gradest planet of allt Jupiter.

For Nooultation enthusiasts ( if thers ars any left ) there will be seven
Ingress situations from the 18th to 25th.) "Consult with Franklin Loehde if you
wish to participate in this regular act of selfmssacrifice and masochisms

Many people enthusiastic about Astronomy spend a lot of time wondering what
they can do thst is challenging yet within ths scope of modest budgets and limited
sesing, Herewlth are a few ldeas to conjure with® :

1. Comet and Nova Search: At this very moment there are two or three

urdiscovered comets and novas in the sky. To ferret them out, you need
have a good working knowledgs of the sky or one particular area of the
sky. Binoculars are excellent for comet searching. Why not concentrate
on the northern horizon, an area not accessible to the avid comet-hunters
in tha United States and Japan.

2+ Aurora and Sypspots Kesp a record of auroral displays and the number

of sunspots daily. See if you can correlate the two,

3. Metegr Observing @ The major showars get the lion's share of the

attention. Try keeping a record of sporadic meteors in between the showers.
Send results to the secretary, Mr. Georgs Williams ¢/o the Planetarium, or
to Fred Tauber.

4, Planste ¢ Studies of the various members of the solar system

could kesap everyone in the Centre active continually. Drawings, charts,
photographs.ssall these add to our knowldge of the planets, Moan, and

asterpcids.




BAGE FOUR

Pictures of the Moon ars common encugh, This one by William Cable
should help to sncourage some of the younger
mambers of th= Cantre to put cameras and
small telascopes to work.

ITnicldentally, Mr. Cable, who works
with a six-inch reflector, reports that
tha rings of Saturn are just barely visible
at prasant. That wont last, Theyll EE_EEE;
again in a few days.

OTHER HOTES

As you know, Canada has withdrawn its support from MeGill University's
High Altitude Ressarch Project ( HARP )i To see Canada's principal space
sffort end this way is a bitter blow to those of us who feel that Canada
has both ths talant and ths resources to make a substantial contribution
to this field,

A recent letter from R.C. Stacey, Laboratory manager of the Space
Research Tnstituts of McGill, struck both a humerous and poignant note when
we Taad it, We had inquired about display material on H.A.R.F. for use by
the Planetarium and Star Might, Mr. Stacey very generously has agread fo
send us two of the missiles used in the projact for displaye

As Mr. Stacey explained i1 "The two vehicles ars schedulad for firing
approximately the second week of January, 1067, therefors it 1s guite in order
for you to retain them till the end of Dacember.”

WELL, IF THERE'S ANOTHER AIR STRIKE. WE'LL KNOW HOW TO GET THEM BACK
TO BARBADOS LL
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