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RUWARY MEETING NOTICE *#**
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THE MONTHLY meating of the Edmonton Centre, Roval Astroncmical Soclety of
Canada wlll be held on Thursday, February 10th, commencing promptly at 8t13 p.m.,
at the Queen Elilzabeth Planetarium. President W. J. CGABLE will preside.

The guest speaker for this meeting will ba Dr. D. VENKATESAN, a visiting
professor at the University of Alberta, whose past associates included Dr. Van Allen.
His topic will be "Solar and Terrestrial Relationships.” Dr. G. L. Cumming will do
the introduction.

At the January maating the film "The Mystery of Stonehenge" was presented.
The film was thoroughly enjoyed by mers than B0 people who turned out, and =stimulating
discussion groups debated the pros and cons of this controversial subject.

THE FRESIDENT®S MESSAGE: January wes cold apd cloudy, and the observer's had littlae
opportunity to geb cub. The Wates' 3" is now at the site giving greater possibilities
far observing. All we need now are some clear nights. Who has seen Echo 1 or 2
lataly?

. 3« CABLE, President,

Sdimonton Centre, R. A. 5. C.

Presldent Cable has announced that the winnear of the annual Essay contest has been decided
-—- the winner being John P. DAY for his essay titled "Little-Known Phonomena in Astronomy™
Congratulstions Johne the Centre is looking Forverd to your presentation of the essay.
Excerpts will appesr in a foture edition of STARDUST.

A donation of $10,00 was gratefully received from Mr. and Mrs. C. H. CLARK of Lethbridge,
Albarta, Both are malntalning a lively interest in astronomy ond thelr photographic
results have been published in the past. Stardust 1s looking forward to recelving further
news nf their lotest astronomical endesvours in the future.

CRASERVATORY NEWS: On January 12th, Franklin LOEHDE, and Dave RODGER met with tho ROTARY

Clubs ' Solden Jubilee Committee to presant a brief for the construction of the Chservatory
here 1n Edmonton. The mesting was held at Citwy Mall and the proposed Observatory model
was shown. Further news will be fortheoming.

On January 30th, Aobert ALLIN and Dave MODGER brawed the rigors of our northem climate
and plungsd through several feet of snow to the Bla Lake Chservatory sita. The 9
=aflector; an almost identical smaller version of the 123", was put Into operatlon.sess
it was plaesd on a pedestal and was operating that night, which stranoely encugh co=
operstsd by being perfectly clesr. 'hils viewing Jupiter a defect-came to 1ight when
stray 1lght wes noticed in the tube. (pun intended!). This defoct will be rectified in
the near future. Both Bob and Dave devoted a great deal of time and money to working 2
nroper monting into shape. G. WILLIAMS loaned 125 pounds of barbell wéights to assist
this worthy endeavour. OCbserving results should inersase markedly!!



Bo Bo 5. COMA - VIRGO
W ENE

AN IR UH.H i

ﬁﬂ..ﬂ. by Robexrt ALLTH )

wawr

Lad

E i . .
WD _-1_4..“ h_v_ru_.

Fpies

1. Start at Epailon Virgo

2. Froceed WEST by marked routs

3, Hote, all stars to the 9th magnituds |

4, Any telsscops al lowed |

5. Use lowest power

6. If lozt return to Epsilen

Te At NGC 4277, left or right turn permitted

By There will be ne penalty for lateness except by
wivas, mothers, lovers.
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HEW PLANSTARIUM DISPLA¥S: For the first time 1n flve years a majlor changsover in
display materizl has besen completed, under the direction of Dave Rodger. Tho new
displays were accomplished by s e

the gombined sefforts of

Al THOMPSON, Bob LEIGHTOH, the
Planatarium and Fuilding
taintenznce Staff and others
wha offarad constructive
criticlems.

MARTIAN SUREACE MODEL -—- MAAINER 4 == AMATEUR ASTROWOMY DISPLAY

BOOK DISPLAY COURTESY OF M.G. HUATIG BOOKSELIERS ——- BINCCULARS -- McBATN
(a11 photos by Walter FRAMIEL) ' CAMERA Ltd.
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PLANETARI'M DISFLAYS GONTISPED:

FHOTC 1

FHOTC 3

4" Reflecgtor - Camera mount

No. 1 = A glimpse of part of the
Jupiter display

How 2 = The Lunar Orbiter model by
Hill Cable

No. 3 = Information Board

Dave RODGER announces naw
schaduls for "UNIVERSEM
seriess

Now seon Saturdays at
6:15 pums on CPAN-TV
Channel 3

W| Follow the

HNoon
Eebpuary 19th: Backstage at
the Queen Elizabeth Planstarium

February 26th: Venus,Mercury,
Mars.

Mapch Sth: The Sky for March

March 12tht Mateors and

Mateorites

Dave will be leaving on an
eastern tour of planetariums,
ineluding the Charles Hayden

ot Hoston, Fels at Philadelphia,
Duhl at Pittsburgh, Hayden at

Haw York, and the Dow at Montreal

among others. The Edmnonton
Centra will be waiting to
haar about his adventurss on
his retum.

Walter FRANIEL (and Jov of
course!) are pleased to
anncunce the areival of

Valerle Lyra on the 25th of
January. % lbs 12 or.s a
sistar to Rosemary snd Andromeda.
Congratulationa!
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MARINER 216 MILLICH MILES AMAYy; SIGIALS SHOMW ITS OPSRATING: Madio contact with
Marinar 4 indicatas that the space-craft which photographed Mars July 15, 1945,
is stlll cperating after more than » year in space.
When Tadio contact wis made January 4, the ¥ational Aeransutics end Space
Administration spacecraft was about 216 million milss away, the greatest distance
it will meach before gradually returning to within 30 million miles in 1967.
Mariner 4 yas launched at Cape Kennedy ‘lovember 28, 1964, Tuesday’s radie contact
wag made with the 85-foot antenna at the Wenus Site of the ‘Goldstone Tracking
Station of the WASA Deep Space Netwozrk (D3N] In the Mojave desert of California.
The station tracked a carrier signal from the spacecraft. Vo atismpt was made to
recaive data because of the extrome distance involvad. The D3H will eontinue
altempting to contact Mariner 4 once @ month o see if 1t 15 atill cperating.
Daily engineering and selentiflc data from Mariner 4 was suspended last Oct. 1,
by a ground command that set a new space communications record of 191,080,922 miles--
==moTe than twice the distance from the Earth to the Sun. &t that time, the space=
craft's rodlo transmitier was switched from cne antenna te ancther to prepare
for possible tracking end data retrieval in 1947 whan Mariner 4 will be nearer
the Earth.
The Marlner project and the Deep Space Wetwork are managed by HASA's Jet Pro-
pulslon Laboratory, Fasadenss Califs.
Kariner 4 made its closest spproach to Mars July 1%, 1665. The encounter results
showed no measurable Martian dust belt, magnetic fisld or radiation belt and
disclosed an extremely thin atmosphere and a heavily-cratered surface much llike
the Moon.
In covering a total distance in orbit of 418,749,386 miles before the Oct. 1 eut
off, Mariner 4 retumed 12 million engineering and 23 millicon scientific
measyrements.
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A LETTER TC THE EDITOA:

quote: At the end of the January issue of Stardust I noticed your inviiation to |
write you., I am meinly golng to offer critism and I hope I don't hurt
YOUT BO0 FOT.aassresesssathis publication, (aic)
I noticed immediatoly the chznge of format, the book form, when you suscesded
your predecessor and thought 1t rather novel., I felt at the time that 1t
was an improvoment that had te sink in. However, I prefer the 83" by 117
formate (sic) stapled in the comer as this fits into my file of Stardust
most conviently (sie) and ls not as clumsy to handla when I refer to soms
article in the past.
Another beef I have 13 the change of type, 1ts smzller, maybe 1t saves postage
but its harder to read and gives 2 page that concentrated, diffiecult loolk
some very old manuscripts have.
I appreciate your greater use of plolures recently, however I take of fence
by the Fake on page 6 of January® (sic) issue, T reallze ¥oUiesscsssssssn
2lthough we are amaturss (sic) we consider ourselves part of the scientific
set, If you don't have the original please caption the picture appropristelys
for example {simulaten:l}. It was a splendld Job however.
The new feature of the night sky for each month is & wonderful addition to
Stardust and .cesssssnssasnseic.

Yours truly,
James Willisms

end of quate

Thank you for your letter James, points are duly noted, and I hope others will offer
their criticiems as well, (E4.) . ‘

The Mailing List of Stardust has again been revised. It has now been brought down to
a more realistic number and any that don't recelve their copy will be because thay
have not pald the subseription rate of $1.00 (one dollar).

CRAZY QUOTES: " T believe that Mercury is a true planet ™
— Ian Smith

JUCTARLE (MICTES: "We should expel Pluto from the* Solar System; any planet that can't
it
P - make up 1ts mind as to size deserves this. Tave Hodass




FLANETS for Febrijary, 1066
Merc¢upry——=Too closs to the sun for
obrervation until month-and; superior
conjunction is on the Gth.
Yenus--=Towarda mid=month it
begins to be observable as a
moming star wvery low in th
south=-past just before sun-
rizsa. Mirg---Too close to
the sun for obserwvation.
Jupiter===In Taurus, it is
high in the eastern sky at
gunset and fs visible most
of the nlght.
Sstum=-=In Agquarius, 1t
ia well down in thea west

at sunset,
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STARDUST ™ A month-
ly publication of the
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Editor - G. E. WILLIAMS
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LETIERS to the Editor are wolcome and
should be addressed: Editor, Stardust,

¢/o Parks and Recreation Depl., City

Hall,

Edmonton

The night sky in FEBRUARY - 40° Horth - [ 3
about 9 p.me Highlights: the Big Dipper and :H. ?:tﬂaﬁggmf{ngrwm
the North Star, Palaris. i
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