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MEETING

Edmonton Centre

NOTICE:

The regular monthly meeting of the Edmonton Centre, Royal Astronomical Society of
Canada will be held Thursday, May 13th at 3:15 pm in the -iueen Elizabeth Planetarium.

The meeting will be the occasion of the second half of the annual Calgary - Edmonton
speaker exchange, and our guest that evening will be Mr. D.R.P. Coats who will address
his Edmonton audience on a variety of astronomical topics - as he reflects on his life
time interest in the stars.

A past president of the Winnipeg Centre, Mr. Coats will

conclude his Edmonton talk with a description of the 1932 total solar eclipse which he

described to radio listeners while flying 2,000 feet above cloud over Montreal.

The

Centre's honorary president, Professor E.S. Keeping and Mrs. Keeping are now in Hawaii,
and so the OBSERVER'S HANDBOOK talk will be delivered by Robert Allin.

On Wednesday, May 12th, the night before the Edmonton meeting, members of this Centre

will accompany Bruce Bohannan to Calgary as he represents Edmonton in the first half of
the traditional speaker exchange. His talk, which was delivered to the Edmonton Centre
in March, will be on "Some Problems of Short Wave Length Astronomy".

The Calgary meeting

will be held at the University of Alberta in Calgary, and begins at 0:00 pm.

While on the subject of Calgary, we have received a letter from a long-time member of

the Calgary Centre, Mr. Roy Graham, who has done some research on the history of the tele
scope. We hope to publish his most interesting and informative paper in an early edition
of STARDUST.

Members will recall an announcement in STARDUST,

(April) that a separate account was to be opened

for the purpose of receiving actual donations to

ward the construction of the Edmonton Public Ob

servatory.

Last week, President Taylor and Robert

Allin met with Robert G. Smith, Manager of the

National Trust Company, Edmonton, who agreed to the
establishment of this account.

Cash donations to

the observatory fund should be addressed to Mr.
Smith.

The Centre is now in the process of appoint

ing a Board of Trustees to administer the fund.
Robert Allin has been elected treasurer of the Edmonton Centre, R.A.S.C.

He succeeds

idward Kenney, whose resignation, due to personal reasons, was accepted with regret at the
April meeting of the Centre. The members of the Centre wish to express their thanks to Mr.
Kenney for his services in the past, and take this opportunity to welcome Mr. Allin to
the executive council of the Centre.
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METEORITE SEARCH CONTINUES

The photographs, above, taken from colour transparencies, record a small part of the
intensive search for fragments of a gigantic meteorite which fell in south central 3ritish

Columbia March 31st.

(STARDUST, April, p.2) . As of this date, nearly all the important

visual sightings have been plotted, and these, along with seismic recordings of the impact,
have led Dr. Folinsbee and others to two search areas of several square miles each.

Were

the impact area on relatively flat terrain, it would have been located several weeks ago;
however, the rugged mountainous region surrounding Lake Shuswap has complicated the search

as helicopters must be used - at more than $100. per hour. During one of the preliminary
aerial surveys of the area, Dr. Folinsbee posed for the photograph, above left, on an ice
field adjacent to the search area. The photograph, above right, was considered a possible
area of impact: If the meteorite had struck the side of the mountain, it might have set
free tons of snow in an avalanche. Since these pictures were taken, however, scientists
have shifted the search area eastward from the location of the preliminary investigations.

Dr. Folinsbee reported progress on the Shuswap search to a recent Ottawa meeting of the NRC

Associate Committee on Meteorites before leaving for southern France on vacation. Drs.
John Gait and Ed Argyle of the Dominion Radio Astrophysical Observatory, Penticton, are now

coordinating the search. The seismic stations near Leduc, British Columbia and across the

northern United States all reported recordings of both the impact of the object _nd the

atmospheric shock wave before landing.

It would appear the meteorite will be the largest to

land in North America in the memory of the white man.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY*

A final reminder that the General Assembly of the R.A.S.C. will be held in Toronto

May 21st to 23rd, and will include council and committee meetings, dinners, addresses,

and Adrienne and Ian McLennan.
Observers

Display material on Edmonton Centre activities is needed.

Remember the Essay Contest.

New television series:

Dave A. Rodger, a newsman and member of the

Edmonton Centre will be the host on a series of

television programs on 20th Century astronomy to

be seen on CFRN-TV in the near future.

Telecast

dates are not yet available, however, they will

?e sent to members when announced by the station.

Mr. Rodger was president of the Saskatoon Astron
omical Society until moving to Edmonton last Sept
ember.

In Saskatoon, he hosted a similar series

of programs on CFQC-TV, where he was a staff member.
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THE SALADA FOODS PLANETARIUM

Mr. A.E. Beeby, president of Salada Foods Limited, has announced that his company
will donate one million dollars to the City of Hamilton for the erection of a planetarium
near the Civic Centre. It is the third planetarium to be donated in Canada, either by a

company or individual. The City of Hamilton has announced the Salada Planetarium will be
patterned after the one now located at Bridgeport, Connecticut, whose director, Dr. Phillip

Stern has been engaged to produce the shows in the proposed Hamilton operation. It would
appear from the HAMILTON SPECTATOR that a Goto projector will be installed in the planetarium.

Dr. Stern is retained by Goto as North American technical adviser.
Marie Fidler in our national office has also informed us that a 24 seat planetarium

for celestial navigation and general astronomy instruction has been installed in the Depart

ment of Nautical Science, College of Fisheries, Navigation, Marine Engineering and Electron
ics at St. John's, Newfoundland. Dr. J.J. Strong is the Senior Lecturer in Charge.
Speaking of Newfoundland . . .
We wish to congratulate the young couple on

the right, who are now honeymooning in the east.

(How far east can you go?)

Most members will recog

nize Dr. Earl Milton, a long-time member of the
Montreal and Edmonton Centres, and now professor of

physics at the Regina campus of the University of

Saskatchewan. On April 17th, Earl was married in
Moose Jaw, to Miss Joan Carefoot - a librarian at
the U of 3.

3est wishes to Dr. and Mrs. Milton.
Newfoundland ?!

Members of the Edmonton Centre will be pleased to learn that the Royal Canadian Institute

will expand its experimental programme to include at least one more lecture in Edmonton under
its sponsorship. Tentative arrangements have been made for a lecture by Dr. T.W.M. Cameron,
a parasitologist with McGill University, and past president of the Royal Society of Canada.
Dr. Cameron will speak at 8:15 pm, Friday, June 4th, in Room 126, Math-Physics Building,
University of Alberta, before proceeding to Vancouver for the annual meeting of the Royal
Society. It is hoped Dr. Helen Hogg will be able to join us once again, in addition to

Dr. J.A. Dauphinee, incoming president of the Royal Canadian Institute.
Ron McLennan addressed the Astronomical Society of Queensland in Brisbane several days

ago about the activities of the Edmonton Centre - with emphasis on the July 20th, 1963 total

tsolar eclipse. He managed to get hold of the Centre's 16mm eclipse film only hours before
the meeting as it had to be reviewed by the State Board of Censors. They liked it.
At the conclusion of his address, Mr. McLennan was made a honorary member of the A.S.Q.
for the duration of his stay in Australia.
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The planetarium's director of school shows,

George E. Williams, above, heaved a great sigh of
relief on April 1st when the last of 3,000 pre
school children came to the planetarium in a one

month "crash program" period. The field of pre
school planetarium instruction has been long ne

glected - something we're more convinced of now
than ever before after this year's programme.

Perhaps the most graphic illustration of what the
children retain following visits to the planetar

ium are the drawings they make in their classrooms.
The two included here are tyoical of the many ex
cellent sheets returned to the planetarium for

evaluation. Look closely, and you will see Orion,
the sun, moon, Jupiter and its moons, Saturn, the
rth, Crab Nebula, a comet and the Apollo space

capsule - complete with periscope.

Five year olds!

The following note will be of interest to all observers in the Edmonton area, and

in particular to those who are thinking about building their own telescopes. - Ed,

Mr. Wilf Plath, manager of Silver-Glow TV Picture Tubes Ltd. is setting up some

equipment which will allow him to offer aluminizing services to mirror grinders. Mr.
Plath is well acquainted with the aluminizing process through his day-to-day rebuilding
of television picture tubes.

Briefly, the operation requires the neck of the tube to be

cut off to free the old elements.

The interior of the tube is then cleaned and pumped

to a vacuum, and a fine coating of aluminum is applied to the interior of the tube.

The neck of the tube is now rebuilt, and new elements are installed and sealed.

Mr. Plath is going to some considerable expense and effort to offer this service
to amateur astronomers, and when ready, will be able to handle mirrors up to eight inches
in diameter. The prices are expected to be highly competitive.

People outside the city may now be informed of this new service in Edmonton.
Enquiries may be made to the undersigned , or directly to Mr. Plath, 12418 - 66th Street,
Edmonton;

telephone 47^0560.
W.

National Procrastination Week has been delayed.

Cable .

New dates will be announced.

Dave Rodger is looking for members in the Edmonton area for a noctilucent cloud patrol
throughout the summer months. His home telephone number is
. Noctilucent clouds will

be the main subject under discussion at the June meeting o£ the Centre - one week early, on
June 3rd. The guest speaker on that accasion will be Benson Fogle of the University of
Alaska.
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Members of the Ecimonton Centre will-wish to extend to Fred

Od Peggie Jensen their best wishes, as'this devoted team leaves
monton with their family for an indefinite time in Vancouver,

where Fred is acting as business manager for-an electronic geo
physical survey r.ompany.

As time was sheet before their departure, it was impossible

to arrange a send-of1, although President Taylor dropped in on
Peggie to present her with an inscribed silver tray on behalf of
the members of the Edmonton Centre.

Peggie

Good luck - and we'll miss those sandwiches and cakes, Peg!

Jensen

Marcel Dalton, one of the three Dalton brothers, also departed Edmonton recently, to

take a course in meteorology under the sponsorship of the Department of Transport in Ottawa.
A note of congratulations to Franklin Loehde who has just survived another years

orqanization of the Edmonton regional science fair - which was held recently in the
Victoria Vocational School in Edmonton. It was interesting to note the number of space
and astronomy - oriented projects were included in the demonstrations. Among these were
displays of interplanetary distance scales, rocket propulsion theory, MARINER rOUR, mapping
the moon, miniature planetarium and solar energy, (winner in one of the categories, of
second prize). This week, Mr. Loehde flies to Winnipeg to take in the Western Canada
Science Fair.

Edmonton observer Art Pedersen was visiting relatives in Ottawa recently - and they

quite conveniently live across the street from the Salmons - Hal, Jean, Rickey and little
Danny. Rickey continues to use the small-domed observatory adjacent to the Dominion
servatory in Ottawa, and has managed some very impressive results with the telescope
therein. A story about Rickey's work appeared in a recent issue of the OTTAWA CITIZEN.

Mr. S.F. Page has once again been asked to serve as the referee on the essays to
be submitted in competition by the young observers of the Edmonton Centre. The essays
should be no more than 500 words in length. Mr. Page offers the following advice to the
observers: Don't try to describe the Universe in 500 words
in other words, pick a
subject which is concise enough that you can easily put your ideas into this short an
article. Essays may be turned in at the meeting Thursday evening, or may be delivered to
the planetarium up to and including May 17th. The prize for the winner will be at least
three good books on astronomy - donated by members of the Centre. Be sure to include your
age on the essay, as this will be taken into consideration.

A topic of interest to many members of the R.A.S.C. will be discussed at a meeting

of the Natural History Club Tuesday, May 11th at 8:15 pm in the Biological Sciences

Building, University of Alberta. Bruce A. McCorquodale, Head Curator of Natural History
for the new Provincial Museum of Alberta will present an illustrated lecture which, in part,

will be a preview of the plans for the building and the displays to be contained therein.

Everyone is welcome.
... I saw the flaring atorn-streams And torrents of her myriad universe

Ruining along the illimitable inane

Fly on to clash together again, and make
Another and another frame of things.

Alfred, Lord Tennyson
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