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MEETING

Edmonton Centre

NOTICE

The regular monthly meeting of the
Astronomical Society of Canada will be
11th at 8:15 pm in the QUEEN ELIZABETH
topic of discussion during the evening

Edmonton Centre, Royal
held on Thursday, March
PLANETARIUM. The main
will be "Some Problems

of Short Wave-Length Astronomy" - conducted by Bruce Bohannan,

(right). The relatively new field of research into cosmic
sources of X-rays, gamma rays, etc., is a fascinating study.
A concept of the Universe requires some investigation into
this area, and so Mr. Bohannan's talk is most timely.

^

As a

Bruce Bohannan

featurette, Gary Finley will review some of the photographic
work accomplished by the observers of the Ecimonton Centre,

Professor Keeping will deliver

the HANDBOOK TALK.

We are pleased to announce that a distinguished Canadian
astronomer, Professor Helen S. Hogg of the David Dunlap
Observatory, University of Toronto will be an Edmonton visitor
March 21st and 22nd.

She will be in Edmonton to chair the first lecture meeting

in the city under the auspices of the Royal Canadian Institute
the oldest scientific organization in Canada, (116 years.)
Dr. Hogg is the first woman president of the Institute. It is

hoped a branch of the Institute in Edmonton may ultimately
result from her visit here.

The lecture, "Antarctica - Then

And Now", will be delivered by Sir Charles Wright of the
Institute of Earth Sciences, University of British Columbia,
and will be-bSla"~iTrfteom 126, Math-Physics Building, U of A,

3:15 pm, Monday March 22nd7^8»mbers of the Edmonton Centre
Helen Sawyer Hogg

"are"cordially invited to attend.
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Donald Ivey

Ian McLennan

Roy K. Marshall

•Members of the Edmonton Centre were busy in the

^ast month entertaining prominent scientists visiting

the City. On February 9th, DR. ROY K. MARSHALL, one
of the world's foremost authorities on planetariums,

paid a visit to the Queen Elizabeth Planetarium for a

meeting with Ian McLennan.

The visit also was an

opportunity for a "fellow New Yorker", Don Tepper to
extend greetings to the well known astronomer. On
February 11th, DR. DONALD IVEY of the Department of^
Physics, University of Toronto visited the planetarium
with his charming wife, Marjorie, as the guest of

Franklin Loehde. Dr. Ivey was here to address a
convention of the Alberta Teachers Association. On

February 14th, several members of the Centre had an
opportunity to meet with the president of the Toronto
Centre, R.A.S.C, DR. PIERRE DEMARQUE, who stopped in

Pierre Demarque

Bill Cable

—

Edmonton en route to San Diego for an astrophysical meeting. He was interested to learn of
our Centre's plans for the erection of a public observatory (above), and met with Dr. Taylor,
our president, with regard to mutual problems in the teaching of astrophysics on the University
level.

PRELIMINARY ANNOUNCEMENT:

It is hoped that the June meeting of the Edmonton Centre will feature a talk by a

graduate student of the University of Alaska, BENSON FOGLE, on noctilucent clouds. Mr. Fogle
is due in Grande Prairie in the first two weeks of June, en route to Vancouver for the meet
ing of the Canadian Association of Physicists. He has been invited to Edmonton by the geo-

physicists at the U of A, and Dr. Taylor has indicated that members of the Centre would be
interested to hear of the current research into the cloud phenomenon.

To facilitate Mr. Fogle's travel to Vancouver, the June meeting of the Centre might
have to be held one week early. It is hoped a definite announcement can be made in the
near future.
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COME FLY WITH US

The 1965 General Assembly,

Royal Astronomical Society of Canada
May 21 - 23
Toronto

This newsletter, STARDUST, is now being exchanged for its counterpart, ASTROQUEST, a

bi-monthly publication of the Astronomical Society of Queensland, Australia. The A.S.Q.,
with its headquarters in Brisbane, is an extremely active astronomical group, as is evidenced

by the observing and other group programmes reported in ASTROQUEST.
Our correspondence with the A.S.Q. is the result of an unusual coincidence: Ron McLennan

recently joined the staff of the Commonwealth Rehabilitation Centre in Brisbane, and found that
the Senior physiotherapist there was a past president and very active member of the A.S.Q.
Mr. Arthur A. Page is also the editor of ASTROQUEST. The inevitable comparisons were made

between the Edmonton Centre and the A.S.Q., and Mr. McLennan was invited to attend the March

meeting of the Australian group. The Pages have built a private observatory which houses a
twelve inch telescope. It is used regularly by several members of the Society.

Greetings from across the miles (and miles and miles) from the Edmonton Centre to A.S.Q. !
Members of the Edmonton Centre will also be interested to know that the ever-popular

astronomical magazine, SKY AND TELESCOPE has been added to the mailing list of STARDUST.
Several back issues have been forwarded, and a kind acknowledgement from the managing

editor, William Shawcross was received a few days ago.
MISCELLANEOUS:

* After battling City Hall "red tape" for nearly five years in efforts to have the planetarium
listed separately in the Ecimonton telephone directory, we are pleased to announce that
the appropriate authorities have capitulated, and the listing appears in the new book.
We didn't have the last word, though. We are now known as the Queen Elizabeth Planetorium,
(page 262). Well, they got the number right.
* It is income tax time again, an appropriate time to remind everyone that the Federal

Department of Internal Revenue has passed down a ruling to the effect that any contributions

to the Edmonton Centre for the construction of the proposed public observatory will be
considered as charitable donations for income tax purposes. Our treasurer, Edward Kenney
has determined this applies to either corporation or individual donations.
* In our last issue, we erroneously referred to Ben Drew of Kitchener as an "ex-member" of

the Regina Astronomical Society. John Hodges was quick to inform us that Ben is still

very much a member of the R.A.S. Sorry!
* The National Council meeting and Annual Meeting of the R.A.S.C. is to be held in Toronto
Friday, March 12th. A meeting of the Toronto Centre will follow.
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The PEGASUS (winged) satellite (right) is one of three

•merican space probes currently in the news - and justly

j! Launched on February 16th, this monstrous satellite
is functioning normally, with its 96 foot long wing

structure picking up and recording collisions with

micro-meteoroids in space. The satellite,
which varies in altitude from 390 to 460 miles

is clearly as bright as Venus. Unfortunately,
however, its maximum visibility north of the

equator is 43°, (around Pocatello, Idaho).

Other space flights very much in the public
eye are, of course, RANGER and MARINER.
Several days ago, the RANGER 8 spacecraft
smashed into the moon's surface after

televising more than 7,000 pictures

of the lunar terrain.

It is

hoped a display of the
RANGER pictures will arrive
in time for the

dctectoh frame

March meeting.

<wing)assembiy

The .MARINER FOUR

flight is still progressing

favourably, and will pass within 5,400 miles of Mars on July 14th, sending back

views in addition to electronic data concerning magnetic belts, etc.

It is now

22 close-up
about 160

million miles away from the Earth.
The model at left is an illustration of the

proposed Dow Planetarium to be erected as a Cent
ennial project by the Dow Brewery Co., Ltd., Mont
real, and presented to the City as an educational
gift.

It might be said that the external architecture

of the Dow Planetarium is a very great disappointment.

(The very nature of a planetarium should lend itself

to inspiring, original and even daring design.)

Nevertheless, it would appear that some of the
interior features of the building are worthwhile,
including advanced lighting techniques which will
allow gradual eye adaptation and mood-setting , a
desirable feature omitted in most planetariums.

The Dow Planetarium

Our thanks to Donald Davis, consultant for the
Dow Planetarium, for use of this picture.

It is with deep regret that members of the Edmonton Centre
learned of the passing, February 13th, of William H. Hogle,

Manager of the News and Public Affairs' Division, C.F.R.N.

Radio and TV. Mr. Hogle's enthusiastic Support of the Ed
monton Centre's planetarium proposal in 1959 was undoubtedly
one of the contributing factors to the ultimate success of
the suggestion.
Devotion! daughter of astronomy!
An undevout astronomer is mad.
- Night Thoughts,
Edward Young,

(1683 - 1765)
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The Committee Planning the 1965 General Assembly has held three meetings to date and the pro

gramme will be sent out shortly to members who are attending. We are looking forward this
year to having a representative from each Centre and ask that as many members as possible
participate in some way to ensure a successful gathering.

An invitation from the Kitchener-Waterloo amateur astronomy group to speak at a special
meeting in Kitchener on April 6th has been accepted by Miss Ruth J. Northcott, immediate
Past President, and Rev. Norman Green, National Secretary.

At the March 11th meeting of the Edmonton Centre, Mr. Bruce Bohannan spoke on "Some Problems
of Short Wave-Length Astronomy". One of the Past Presidents of the R.A.S.C, and President
of the R.C.I., Dr. Helen S. Hogg, chaired the first lecture meeting to be held in Edmonton
under the auspices of the Royal Canadian Institute on 22nd March. A recent visitor to
Edmonton was Dr. Pierre Demarque, President of the Toronto Centre, while en route to SanDiego.
The Toronto Centre will hold its last lecture meeting of the current season on Saturday,
Mardh 27th - a joint meeting with the R.C.I. Dr. Thomas A. Matthews of the California

Institute of Technology will speak on "Extragalactic Radio Sources".

on March 18th, Dr. A.H. Gillieson of the Department of Mines & Technical Surveys addressed
the Ottawa Centre on "The Solar and Extragalactic Red Shift".

At the same meeting, two

student members, Dan Brunton and Richard Salmon, gave the results of observations from the
Small Dome, illustrated by slides and a display, which will be sent to the forthcoming

General Assembly in Toronto.

Congratulations to Mr. L.A. Yeomans of the Victoria Centre who was awarded the prize for the

title selected for their newsletter - "THE NOVA".

On 10th March, Mr. W.G. Milne of the

Dominion Astrophysical Observatory was guest speaker.

Mr. Milne is a seismologist and has

made an extensive study of Canadian earthquakes.

A film presentation of "The Inconstant Air" and "The Inquisitive Giant" was given at the
March 11th meeting of the Montreal Centre. Congratulations to the editors of SKYWARD - now
in its eighteenth year of publication! We are pleased to note that the Montreal Centre con
tinues to have an interesting and active observational programme,

The National Council meeting on the afternoon of 12th March was well attended and numerous

items of business were transacted.

After the regular meeting of the Toronto Centre at 8p.m.,

the Annual Meeting of the Society was held to receive and approve the reports of the National
Officers as published in the Supplement to the JOURNAL. Mr. M.M. Thomson, 1st Vice-Presi
dent, chaired both the National Council and Annual Meeting for the President, Dr. K.O.Wright.

We welcome Mr. John R. Percy as the incoming Librarian; he is already planning to add con

siderably to the holding of books, films and slides in the collection at 252 College Street,
•>.s substantial funds are available for this purpose.

The National Committee for Canada of the International Astronomical Union met in Kingston on

19th and 20th March, with "The Sun" as the topic of the scientific discussions.
on these sessions will appear soon in the R.A.S.C. JOURNAL.
—

.,

A report

.1 .K. Ksnnedv

