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AS THIS ISSUE OF STARDUST GOES TO PRESS, ASTRONOMERS ACROSS CANADA ARE
ELATED BY THE ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE PRIME MINISTER, MR. PEARSON, THAT THIS
COUNTRY WILL BUILD A MAJOR ASTRONOMICAL OBSERVATORY IN THE NAME OF HER
MAJESTY, THE QUEEN.

THE OBSERVATORY, LIKELY TO BE LOCATED IN SOUTHERN BRITISH COLUMBIA,
WILL HOUSE THE WORLD'S SECOND LARGEST OPTICAL TELESCOPE - WITH A MIRROR
DIAMETER OF 150 INCHES. THE INSTRUMENT 'WILL BE MADE AVAILABLE TO RESEARCH
ASTRONOMERS FROM ALL PARTS OF CANADA.

THE THANKSGIVING DAY ANNOUNCEMENT CAME ON THE EVE OF THE QUEEN'S DEP

ARTURE FROM CANADA, AND ON THE SAME DAY THE WORLD'S FIRST MULTIPLE-OCCUP

ANCY SPACECRAFT WAS LAUNCHED INTO ORBIT AROUND EARTH.

IT WOULD BE MORE THAN PRESUMPTUOUS FOR THE EDMONTON CENTRE TO CLAIM
ANY MEASURE OF SIGNIFICANT INFLUENCE DURING THE TIME THE OBSERVATORY PRO
POSAL WAS BEING STUDIED BY OUR GOVERNMENT IN OTTAWA. IT WAS, HOWEVER, OUR
PLEASANT TASK TO JOIN OUR FIFTEEN SISTER CENTRES ACROSS CANADA IN CONVEYING
MESSAGES URGING THE GOVERNMENT TO ADOPT THE OBSERVATORY PROJECT.
OUR SINCERE CONGRATULATIONS ARE EXTENDED TO MEMBERS OF THE CANADIAN

ASTRONOMICAL COMMUNITY WHOSE DREAMS AND HARD WORK HAVE BROUGHT THIS MOST
WORTHWHILE DEVELOPMENT TO FRUITION.
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The Centre's big project for 1964, staged September 18th and 19th,

J
was again successful - although only moderately so compared with
our 1963 event. In all, more than 2,000 people attended STAR NIGHT, providing the Centre
with a gross intake in excess of $1,500. Expenses were considerably higher this year -

nearly $1,200. The Educational Activities Committee is concerned about the tremendous

worV involved in the organization of this annual event, and is seeking ways in which the
same educational material can be presented to the public, but with a fresh approach.
Your ideas are needed.

A pictorial record of STAR NIGHT, 1964, appears on pages three and four.
Page two of this issue is a copy of a notice sent to members of the architectural

profession in Edmonton, and will serve as the MEETING NOTICE for members of the Edmonton
Centre.

The following observations are made:

The (adult) cost of the banquet includes the

price of the dinner plate, ($2.75) plus a $1.00 contribution toward the speaker's travel
expense.
The (student) cost has been reduced to $3.00. Understandably, even this will
be difficult for some of the Centre's student members, therefore, students who wish to do

so, may make two or three separate payments to the treasurer - between now and the December

meeting of the Edmonton Centre.

The bar will be open at 6:30 pm, and dinner will commence at approximately 7:15 pm.
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The Edmonton Centre of the R.A.S.C. is

pleased to extend this invitation to attend
the Society's annual banquet meeting, which
will be held Thursday evening, October 22.

The banquet will begin at 6:30 pm in

the banquet room of the Caravan Hotel, Edm
onton.

The guest speaker on this occasion will

be Professor Henry Elder, director of the
School of Architecture, University of British

Columbia.

His topic will be, "The Influence

of the Cosmos on Architectural Expression

Through the Ages."
Professor Elder recently served as the
Professor Henry Elder

technical adviser on architecture for the

proposed Calgary Centennial Planetarium, and
was chairman of the jury which chose the

winning design for the planetarium complex.

The banquet meeting will be open to members of both the Astronomical Society
and the Alberta Association of Architects, who are encouraged to bring as their

guests, acquaintances or members of their families.

Cost per person will be $3.75, (students, $3.25) which will include both
the meal and a contribution toward Professor Elder's travel expense.

There will

be a bar service available, (50<(; per highball) and punch will be served for
students in attendance.

Further information, or reservations may be obtained from Ian C. McLennan,
telephone 455-0119, Edmonton.
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One:

STAR NIGHT:

A pictorial record.

Part of the cover on the official programme of STAR NIGHT, featuring NASA's
Project Gemini. Brochure design was by F. Loehde, I. McLennan and W. Franiel.
A battery of weighing scales provided youngsters and their parents with an
opportunity to weigh themselves "on the moon - and other planets".

Two:
Three:
pour:

A model of solar evolution - prepared by Bill Burley attracted great interest.
Dr. Taylor's comment, "Who put that there?!"

Five:

George Williams, Bill Cable and Fred Jensen setting up a MAPPING THE MOON

Six:

Telescopes outside the Jubilee Auditorium gave STAR NIGHT patrons an oppor

Seven:

A display of Soviet space posters, and Soviet space-age stamps loaned by a

Eight:

Bill Miller, NASA's display representative flew from Arkansas to Edmonton via Dallas, Los Angeles, San Francisco, Portland, Seattle, Vancouver, and
Calgary. It seems there are no direct flights from Arkansas to Edmonton.
A U of A display on meteorites was kindly loaned us by Dr. R.E. Folinsbee

exhibit from the Department of Mines and Technical Surveys, Ottawa.

tunity to look at the moon, Jupiter and Saturn.

Nines

new member, Chuck Tennant, stimulated considerable interest.

Tens
Eleven:

and Mr. Donald Taylor of the Department of Geology. All were Alberta stones.
A NASA 'triad' exhibiting Projects Mercury, Gemini and Apollo.
Lorraine Jensen, Marylin Mercereau, greeting patrons on arrival.

Twelve:
Thirteen:
Fourteen:

On TV, discussing STAR NIGHT: Announcer Jim Shrum, CBC, and Franklin Loehde.
The Lunar Excursion Module, Project Apollo, carefully being inspected.
Jack Grant, director of the Meanook Meteor Observatory spent many hours
discussing the meteor programme with groups of people in the ASTRONOMY IN

CANADA room of the Jubilee Auditorium.

Our thanks, Jack.

The picture shown here represents

one of millions of fleeting streaks

across the night-time sky - which almost
without exception go unrecorded.

The picture captures the light of a

Perseid meteor as it was seen by fourteen
Edmonton Centre observers stationed at
the University Ecology Site, west of
Edmonton, August 11th.

The picture was taken by Fred Tauber.
Upon close scrutiny, two meteor flashes

are visible, the fainter of the two at
the left of the photograph - almost lost
amid the star trails caused by the earth
rotation.

The Edmonton Centre observers counted
197 meteors in one night's operation at

the popular site.

The two-night count

was 250.

The Perseid Meteor Shower reaches
maximum each August 12th.

Picture of meteor trails, 10:55 pm, Aug. 11.

- Photographer,

Fred Tauber.
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This is a photograph of the winning design for the proposed Calgary Centennial

Planetarium.

The winning architects were McMillan, Long and Associates, Calgary.

building has been described by Professor Henry Elder, (page two) as a "significant
contribution to architectural knowledge".

NEWS NOTES:

The

- Photo courtesy Jim Wright, Bob Nelson, Calgary.

Interpretive designs of the zodiacal constellations are taking shape

on the patio at the front entrance to the Queen Elizabeth Planetarium. Prominent Edmonton
sculptor Heinrich Eichner hopes to have half the job completed before winter weather, the
remainder to be completed in the Spring. ***** The planetarium is currently showing off
the stars of the southern hemisphere in a production entitled, THE STARS OVER RIO. *****

We are pleased to welcome to our midst, Mr. Dave Rodger, who has moved to Edmonton with
his family. He was president of the Saskatoon Astronomical Society until his appointment
to the TV announcing staff of CFRN, Edmonton.

You guessed it: He works evenings. *****

Congratulations are extended to Mr. and Mrs. Robert Allin who were married in Edmonton
September 11th. The bride is the former Patricia Palmer, and the groom is the former

Mr. Robert Allin. ***** George Williams is the 1964 Astronomy instructor for the U of
Extension evening course. Lectures are presented each Tuesday evening to December 8th.
Our Quebec City friend, Jos Matte recently won a contest entitling him to place a free
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long distance call. He telephone Franklin Loehde, passing on his warmest regards to his

Edmonton friends. Regards to you, Jos! ***** The Centre's nominating committee, made up
of President Jensen and past presidents Crosby, Keeping and Loehde have completed their

deliberations, and will present their proposed slate at the banquet meeting, Oct. 22nd.
Please be sure to attend this important banquet meeting.
STARDUST -

Earth! Thou mother of numberless children, the nurse and the mother,
Sister thou of the stars, and beloved by the Sun, the rejoicer!
Guardian and friend of the moon, 0 Earth, whom the comets forget not,

Yea, inthe measureless distance wheel round and again they behold thee!

Samuel Taylor Coleridge, Hymn to the Earth
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Edmonton Centre,
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Officially, summer is over and many of our Centres are starting their autumn programmes
with a real enthusiasm - as evidenced by the informative newsletters received at the
National Office.

An ambitious undertaking is the "ASTRO-NIGHT" planned by members of the Calgary Centre,
to be held on the evenings of Friday, 25 September and Saturday, 26 September. The funds
obtained from admission charges will be contributed to Calgary's Centennial Planetarium
Project.
Exhibits will be included fromj N.A.S.A., Canadian Astro Research, and Cana
dian, European and Australian observatories and planetariums.
We send congratulations
to the Committee and sincere wishes for a most successful "Space Age Panoramic Exhibition"!

Members of the Edmonton Centre were fully occupied on the evenings of 18 and 19 September
as they went "all out" for their fourth annual STAR NIGHT.
Displays from several parts
of the world were shown and among the contributors were: N.A.S.A., McDonnell Aircraft

Company and various departments of the Government of Canada.

The major Canadian observa

tories sent models, photographs and descriptions of their research work currently in
progress*

c

There were also films and a telescope exhibit.

The Ottawa and Montreal Centres are holding a joint meeting on Saturday, 26 September,
in Montreal at the Centre's observatory on the campus of McGill University. This should
provide an excellent opportunity to renew acquaintances and to hold discussions on topics
of astronomical interest*
We hope that other Centres will plan similar joint meetings
this year wherever geographical distances permit this to be done.

Montreal Centre's annual STAR NIGHT will be held in Westmount Park on Wednesday, 14 Octo
ber.
We hope the weather was favourable on 11 September for the Centre's "Constellation
Study Night".
Members set a new record in the all-night observing session of the Delta
Aquarid meteor shower - a total of 458 meteors was

recordedl

The first fall meeting of the Niagara Falls Centre was held on 15 September; 30 September
is the date set for the Halifax Centre.
We regret to learn that the President, Dr. A.A,
Mills, has returned to the U.K. and Dr. W.L. Orr, National Council representative, has
been posted to serve with the Canadian Armed Forces in Europe.

Mr. J.E. Kennedy will be addressing the members of the Windsor Centre on Wednesday,
23 September, on the topic "Solar Eclipse Expeditions".
On 15 September, the Centre Francais de Montreal held their SOIREE D'ASTRONOMIE POPULAIRE

at Le Jardin Botanique;

approximately 2,000 persons attended.
«

•
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CongratulationsI

•

Two more outdoor illustrated .lectures were given .this summer at Conservation areas by
Rev. Norman Green - one at Boyd, whe*re approximately 600 persons were present, and the

c

other at Greenwood, where about 400 individuals learned more about our universe.

On

both of these occasions, Mr. Jesse Ketchum and Mr. Stan Horton kindly supplied a tele
scope for viewing after the lecture.

Marie Fidler

J.E. Kennedy

|#o7v^>
.

'f1

03 c

A

I47S53 I

-

\

.....

