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MEETING NOTICE

The incorporation of the Edmonton Centre, and acceptance of a revised
constitution are two items of paramount importance - when the Centre holds

its August meeting.

The meeting will commence at 8:15 pm, Thursday,

13th, in the Queen Elizabeth Planetarium.

August

Among other features at the forth

coming meeting will be a planetarium show in which some of the latest star theatre effects will be demonstrated by William Cable.

Regarding the proposed changes in the constitution, please read these
carefully.

(A copy has been mailed to each member.)

If you are unable to

attend the August meeting, please give your proxy vote to any member expected
to attend this important meeting.

STAR NIGHT,

September 18 & 19.

"All systems A-OK.

Lift-off minus 36 days!"

on the Edmonton Centre's fourth annual STAR NIGHT.

The count-down has begun
Canada's unique astro-

nautical showcase brings together displays from four countries illustrating
man's ever-quickening race to the stars.

Once again, the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration will be a major contributor -

providing an extensive exhibit on the "hardware"

that will be used by American astronauts to inter
cept the moon.

Equipped with three screens for color slide

projection and a sound system, the display will

feature a 4- scale model of the Gemini space cap
sule, and a mock-up of the Lunar Excursion Module,
called "LEM" for short.

LEM is the vehicle In which

the first Americans will make a 'soft' landing on

the lunar surface - perhaps as early as 1969.

Another feature of the N.A.S.A. exhibit will
be the weather satellite TIROS - illustrating one of
the immediately practical uses of space research.
continued .

. .
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STAR NIGHT (cont.)'

Yet another major feature of STAR NIGHT 196k will be a salute to "Astronomy

in Canada".

The major observatories across the country are sending models,

photographs and descriptions of the work they are doing to enrich our knowledge

of the universe. The ever-popular movies will again dramatically illustrate tne
race to the stars. The telescopes should prove to be the popular attraction

they were last year, with most patrons anxious to view the moon. Our educational
offering to the citizens of Alberta this year, should even exceed the 1963

presentation.

Needless to say, we again need the cooperation of every member in "orbit

ing" STAR NIGHT.

It Is generally agreed that the tremendous group effort was

•relponslble for last yea?«s success! Now, with one year's experience behind us,

:the entire operation should function even more smoothly. To facilitate tnis,
the STAR NIGHT Planning Committee, under the chairmanship of Franklin Loehde,

has been subdivided into sections. Each section is headed up by a member who
could use your help. If you wish to serve on one of these sub-committees, please
contact the person heading it at the August meeting, or use the numbers listed
below to volunteer your services.

There Is a role for everyone to play on

September 18 & 19.
Amateur Astronomy:

Gary Finlay
Tom Beattie

Astronomy In Canada:

Wm. Cable

Movies:

George Williams

Programmes and Printing:
Walter Franiel
Publicity:
Franklin Loehde
Ian McLennan

Harry Taylor
Ticket Distribution and Sales:

Adrienne McLennan

N.A.S.A. and Corporation Displays
Robert Allin
Bruce Bohannan

NEWS NOTES

* The R.A.S.C. Administration Bulletin attached to this copy of Stardust out
lines the 196k Convention of the National Amateur Astronomers Association in

Denver, Colorado, August 27 - 31. Any members wishing to attend are asked to
contact Franklin Loehde at k66-9k06.

• The forthcoming issue of the R.A.S.C. Journal will feature an article by our
Vice-President, Dr. H. W. Taylor, on the Bruderheim Meteorite.

• We would like to extend best wishes to one of our most popular members, Mrs.
J. W. Campbell, who is celebrating her 7£th birthday on August 17th.
* Jim Wright of the Calgary Centre, and Ian McLennan have just returned from

an Stronomical tour of Europe on behalf of the City of Calgary. We can expect
to ste sSme excellent pictures of the highlights of their trip in the near

future„
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Isabella Courtell

1921 - 196k

Members of the Edmonton Centre lost a very special
friend on Friday, July 31 with the passing of Mrs.
•—'••*•''•••. • •: ,..;'• ...

Isabella Courtell. Keenly interested in the activi
ties of the R.A.S.C, Isabella served as receptionist
for the Planetarium from October, 1962 until her
death.

Born in Spruce Field, Alberta, Isabella was educated
In Spruce Field and Edmonton. Upon her marriage, she
moved to Hayward, California. When widowed in 1958,
she turned her energies to the business world and
became the office manager and bookkeeper for a Cali
fornia discount firm.

Isabella returned to Edmonton in 1962, where she

enjoyed an enthusiastic interest in sports.

She was

an ardent and excellent golfer, and bowled in team

competition weekly.

In 1963, when Star Night was moved to the Jubilee
Auditorium, Isabella was appointed chairman of the

Ticket Distribution and Sales committee and she worked tirelessly with Edmon

ton Centre members to make the venture the success it was.

A delightful combination of brisk efficiency and colorful personality made
Isabella a vital member of the Planetarium "team". Whether on the job or oft,
she served as good-will ambassador and public relations agent for Astronomy
in crerersl and the Queen Elizabeth Planetarium in particular. Isabella made
a visit to the Planetarium a warm and friendly as well as educational exper

ience, and talked more than one casual patron into an active R.A.S.C. member
ship.

Although aware she was suffering from Hodgkin's Disease, Isabella was deter

mined to continue her full and active life.

This she did until her admittance

to hospital on the day she died.

It was a priviledge to work with Isabella and an inspiration to observe
her courage.

_ A> McLennan

0 ye that weep, - alas ye are not few!

In your souls' darkness let this comfort be, Day hides the vasty stillness from view:
Night and the stars unveil Infinity!
John Kail Ingham
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Lt.-Col. John "Shorty" Powers

The friendly informality for which Calgarians are
noted was exceeded by the former N.A.S.A. spokesman for

the Mercury astronauts, Lt.-Col. "Shorty" Powers.

On

an extensive tour of North America for .vorld Book Child-

craft Inc., Col. Powers captured an enthusiastic audience

on the Calgary campus of the University of Alberta on

July 30th for two solid educative and entertaining hours.
With anecdotes ranging from experiences with mem

bers of the press, to personal glimpses of the astronauts,

he managed to move the audience emotionally closer to the
efforts of the American space race. One could not help
but learn something new from this diminutive spokesman
for education and science. His off-the-cuff remarks

augmented by very descriptive colour slides of Projects

Gemini and Apollo provided members of the Calgary and

Edmonton Centres, in attendance, with a wealth of new
information.

President Jensen,

Franklin Loehde,

Powers

Dixon

and Walter

Franiel were able to represent the Edmonton Centre,

and reported a large Calgary delegation. Following
the talk, Lt.-Col. Powers was treated to Calgary's
own special brand of "southern" hospitality. He

was presented with a white stetson by the Honorable
A. J. Dixon, M.L.A., Speaker of the Provincial
Legislative Assembly.

-

Franklin Loehde

Powers spends a few moments
with members of the Edmonton

and Calgary Centres.
Dr. Wernher von Braun

While the Star Night Planning Committee did not envision success, an

invitation was extended' to Dr. Wernher von Braun to appear as the key-note

speaker for STAR NIGHT 196k.

While the reply contained the expected regrets,

the eminent scientist made known his interest in our endeavor. His heavy
schedule as Director of the Marshall Space Flight Centre in Huntsville,
Alabama makes it impossible to attend. Dr. von Braun did, however, wish us

success in a particularly appropriate fashion - "I sincerely hope STAR NIGHT

196k is first magnitude".
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Successful Moon Probe

Lucky number 7? After
six straight failures

OMNIDIRECTIONAL ANTENNA
LUNAR CAPSULE

ranging from rocket mal

.RADAR

function to power failure,
the Jet Propulsion Labor

ALTIMETER

GAMMA-RAY
SPECTROMETER

atory In Pasadena, Califor
nia finally succeeded in
reaching and obtaining
closeup photographs of the

moon.

RETROROCKET

SOLAR PANELS
THERMAL SHROUD

MIDCOURSE MOTOR ^

Some k» 316 photographs
taken by six cameras in
the short space of 1b min
utes and kO seconds provided
some much needed information
for the lunar landing pro

ject, Apollo.

TV CAMERA

The photographs will,
among other things, solve
the mystery of the nature

•HIGH-GAIN ANTENNA

of the moon's surface.
Is
it covered with a thick

layer of dust or a hard
shell-like crust?

Prelim

inary reports indicate that
present Apollo Project

techniques should experience no difficulties in the planned lunar landing of 1969.
Landing in the Sea of Clouds, Ranger 7 ended its television transmissions

upon impact but not before obtaining photographs showing miniature craters only
3 feet across. The rounded appearance of these pits indicated a thin lever of
dust bat not deep enough to obliterate them.
-

Franklin Loehde

CALGARY/EDMONTON Sylvan Lake Observing Session

A joint observing session by the Calgary and Edmonton Centres was held

at the cottage of Dr. and Mrs. Robert Jamieson on Sylvan Lake, Saturday, July
18th. The usual Alberta observing weather prevailed, providing early arrivals
<h a thunderstorm, complete with one half inch hailstones. 3y early evening
after consuming Quantities of hot dogs, snare ribs, soft drinks and coffee

provided by Mrs. Jamieson, members•turned to more serious affairs, such as
canoeing, swimming, and important philosophical discussions.

As evening wore on, the clouds threatened to clear, and finally revealed

the moon and a few stray stars.

Several observers rushed to set up equipment
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CALGARY/EDMONTON OBSERVING SESSION (cont.)

and were rewarded by a telescopic view of Echo II!
Equipment on hand included a 3 inch refractor, 3
and k inch reflectors as well as a variety of small
refractors and binoculars.

Those from Calgary who signed the guest book
included: Iain Robertson, Sam Litchinsky, Walter
Stilwell, Jim Wright, Bill Peters, Rita Brennan,

Bob Nelson and Mr. and Mrs. K. Meiklejohn.

Robert

Allin, Bruce Bohannan, Tom Beattie, Bill Cable,
Barry Edgar, Gary Finley, Walter Franiel, Edward
Kenney, Tom Jamieson, Fred Jensen, Franklin Loehde,
Ian McLennan, Don and Linda Tepper, and Ian Smith
signed in for Edmonton.
Observing on the lake

Though seeing conditions were not as favor
able as they were for the Penhold Joint Observing

Session in 1959, good fellowship and a brisk
exchange of ideas were enjoyed by all.
Many thanks to Dr. and Mrs. Jamieson

for their grand hospitality!

-

Bruce Bohannan

Calgarian Rita Brennan chats
with Edward Kenney and Ian
McLennan.

CYGNUS

STARDUST...a monthly publication of
the Edmonton Centre,

Royal Astronomical Society of Canada,
Those deathless odalisques of heaven's hareem,

The Stars, unveil;

a lonely cloud is roll'd

Editor:

Ian C.

McLennan

Past by the wind, as bears an azure stream
A sleeping swan's white plumage fringed

Assistants:

Franklin Loehde

With gold.

Production:

Walter Franiel

- Adam Mickiewicz,

A Polish Evening Hymn.

Adrienne

McLennan
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Further information has been received from the National Amateur Astronomers Association

about the 196k Convention "New Advances in Astronomy" scheduled for August 27-31 at the
University of Denver, Denver, Colorado. Residence accommodation is available, with the
"package plan" costing $36.00 and including 5 nights in a double dormitory room, eleven

meals in the cafeteria, two banquets and registration fee.

Additional to this are the

costs of optional field trips to the High Altitude Observatory, the National Bureau of
Standards, and the Air Force Academy. Registration forms are available from the Associa
tion at 1591 S. Cherry Street, Denver 22, Colo. It is hoped that some members from the

R.A.S.C. will be there and represent the Society.

If anyone from your Centre plans to

attend, would you please let us know?

Dr. D.A. Keys, Life Member, Montreal Centre, was awarded the C.A.P. Medal at the annual
meeting of physicists held in mid-June at Dalhousie University, Halifax. Dr. Keys is the
Scientific Adviser to the President of Atomic Energy of Canada Limited at Chalk River, Ont;
he has served on the National Council of the R.A.S.C.

Sincere congratulations are extended.

The July STARDUST from the Edmonton Centre describes the programme of their regular monthly
meeting held on July 9. As well as the OBSERVER'S HANDBOOK talk at this meeting, an oral
review of the JOURNAL was presented - another first for this enterprising Centrel

The

Calgary and Edmonton Centres met at Sylvan Lake on July 18 for a joint observing gathering.
With the retirement of Dr. CS. Beals as Dominion Astronomer at the end of June, it was
announced that Dr. R.M. Petrie will succeed him in this position but will remain in Vic

toria Instead of moving to Ottawa. As the reorganization was reported In the press, the
Dominion Observatory will no longer be called by that name, but will simply be one of the
observatories coming under the newly formed Observatories Branch of the Department of
Mines and Technical Surveys.

Announcement of the new Branch Director, Dr. J.H. Hodgson,

was made by Mines Minister William Benidickson. Dr. Petrie will be responsible for the
operation of the Dominion Astrophysical Observatory at Victoria, the Dominion Radio Astropty-sical Observatory at Penticton and the proposed new national observatory to be erected
somewhere in western Canada.

The Montreal Centre is planning all-night observations of two meteor showers, the Delta
Aquarids on July 31 and the Perseids on August 7. SKYWARD continues to be a most informa
tive newsletter with activity reports from the lunar and planetary coordinators included
in the latest issue; a training programme for variable star observing is also featured.

Our National President, Dr. K.O. Wright, and Mrs. Wright, sailed from Montreal for South
ampton on July 10. They are planning to tour England by car, then proceed on a Scandinavian
tour before reaching Hamburg en August 25 for the I.A.U. General Assembly. After the I.A.U.
meetings, Dr. and Mrs. Wright will visit Switzerland and Italy before returning home via
Toronto.
The delegation from Toronto attending these meetings in Germany will include
Dr. H.S. Hogg and Miss R.J. Northcott, two of the distinguished Past-Presidents of the RASC.
The National Office will be closed three weeks for holidays from August 5 to 26.

Hope you

all have a wonderful summer with plenty of good observing weather - and that this interrup

tion in operations will not inconvenience you,

Marie Fidler

J» E» Kennedy
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