
Stardust
Monthly Newsletter* * »

of * ..

THE ROYAL ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY
OF CANADA

JUNE 1964
Edmonton Centre

MEETING NOTICE:

The regular monthly meeting of the Edmonton Centre will be held ONE WEEK EARLY - on

Thursday, June 4th, at 8:15 pm in the Queen Elizabeth Planetarium.

Our guest speaker on that occasion will be Dr. Ann Palm, Research Associate at the

Space Sciences Laboratory, University of California, Berkeley.

Dr. Palm is expected to speak about her research programme on crater statistics and

other related subjects of interest to selenographers - such as lunar reaction to the

solar wind.

The Centre's honorary president, Professor E.S. Keeping, will deliver the OBSERVER'S

HANDBOOK talk. Members who attended the R.A.S.C. General Assembly in Ottawa, (pages 3-5)

will present an illustrated sunmary of that interesting weekend; and Franklin Loehde

will offer some comments on the New York World's Fair, with emphasis of course, on the

astronomical and space-age exhibits.

Members will be asked to comment on a suggestion which arose out of a meeting of the
R.A.S.C. Adult Education Committee, held in Ottawa during the General Assembly: "That
Centres, such as Edmonton, which feature OBSERVER'S HANDBOOK talks, consider an oral review
of the R.A.S.C. JOURNAL." Some of the technical material included in certain articles in
this publication might be more readily understood if an expert review is presented.

Your suggestions regarding a possible R.A.S.C. national Centennial project would also
be most welcome.

See you at the meeting - JUNE 4th .

Two OBSERVING Messages of Importance:

On Wednesday, June 24th, there will be a total eclipse of the moon -
INVISIBLE from Edmonton, except for the latter, partial phases. Members of
the Edmonton Centre have been invited to attend an observing party in Regina,
as guests of John and Jean Hodges and the Regina Astronomical Society.

We leave Edmonton, by car, VERY EARLY in the morning, June 24th, arriving
in time for dinner there. The moon rises in eclipse at Regina; however, al
most all of totality will be observed. We return to Edmonton Thursday.

Expenses should run to about $25. - $30. per person.

On Saturday, July 18th, there will be a joint observing session sponsored
the Calgary and Edmonton Centres, at Sylvan Lake - about 12 miles west of Red
Deer. Art Pederson, Observers' Group representative on the Edmonton Centre
Council, is currently corresponding with Calgary members, and will have full
particulars in time for publication in STARDUST, July issue. Art Pederson
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Herbert A. Webster
1896 - 1964

Funeral services were held recently in Calgary for Herbert A.
Webster, Executive Director of the Calgary Centennial Committee,
who died May 7th following a brief illness.

To members of the Calgary Centre in particular, the news of
his passing was agreat shock. Through his association with the
Calqary Centennial Committee, he had worked closely with members
of the Centre regarding the proposed Centennial Planetarium there.
The committee, under his direction, had carefully scrutinized
literally hundreds of suggestions for aCentennial project, and
finally decided on the planetarium complex.

His varied interests and talents were reflected in a remarkably
colorful career. He had worked in the family dry goods business in
Enaland prior to the First World War, leaving that business in 1914
to serve in Europe with the Manchester Regiment. Following recovery
from wounds suffered during the war, he joined the Royal Air Force
at the time of its formation. He came to Calgary in 1924 where he
later became manager of Radio Station CKXL. Mr. Webster joined the
federal department of pensions and national health, and later,
during the Second World War, served as RCAF liason officer with the
RAF in London. Following his overseas service, highlights of his
career included work with the DVA, the Alberta department of econo
mic affairs and the Calgary civil defence organization.

During all this time, he was involved with tourist promotion,
serving continuously with three tourist groups in the province. He

Herbert A. Webster

«
elected Calgary "White Hatter of the Year" in 1962 in recognition of his work.
Undoubtedly, Mr. Webster realized the tourist pot.llti.l_of planetarium ^Calgary

In the dark immensity of night
I stood on a hill and watched the light
Of a star,
Soundless and beautiful and far.

A scientist standing there with me
Said, "It is not the star you see,
But a glow
That left the star decades ago."

Men are like stars in a timeless sky:
The light of a good man's life shines high,
Golden and splendid,
Long after his brief earth years are ended.

- Grace V. Watkins

But this

always"seemedVoe TZl^Zor^c^Z S«=iS ^project He often mentioned

3 " aocTtu aHr r EM. *Te^ntly believed the Calgary Planetaria
woutS be anImportant step S that direction. Surely, the future will prove hi™ right.

Members of the Edmonton Centre join with R.A.S.C. members in Calgary in -tending amessage
of deep sympathy to Mrs. Webster, and to the ohildren and grandchildren of this fine man.
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R.A.S.C GENERAL ASSEMBLY

The 1964 General Assembly of the Royal Astronomical Society
c Canada was held at Carleton University, Ottawa, May 15- 17,
lw4. More than 150 delegates representing Centres from across
Canada were in attendance.

The Edmonton Centre was represented by Robbie Drinnan from
'Wetaskiwin, Alberta, Franklin Loehde and Ian and Adrienne
McLennan. Our good friends from the Calgary Centre, Bob
Nelson and Jim Wright rounded out Alberta's participation in
the annual event.

The event, as usual, was
the culmination of several
months* hard work on the part
of the hosting Centre and its
members.

Carleton University at night.
This modern campus, covering
130 acres, features a lovely
parkland setting between the
Rideau Canal and Rideau River.

Jim Wright, Frank Shinn

<
A small part of a large audience

gathered in the lecture hall of the
Henry Marshall Tory Science Building
on the Carleton campus. Pictured
here are Jim Wright, Recorder' of the
Calgary Centre; and Franklyn Shinn,
President of the Winnipeg Centre.

On behalf of the Council and members
of the Winnipeg Centre, Mr. Shinn

i ited the R.A.S.C. to hold its 1966 General Assembly in the Manitoba
Capital. The National Council approved.

Earlier, it had decided to stage the 1965 Assembly in Toronto.
That will be a joint meeting with the American Association of Variable
Star Observers.

Both meetings will be held on the long weekends in May.

Dr. J.F. Heard, the
Society's National
Treasurer, enjoys a
lighter moment dur
ing the session for
papers, Saturday.

Dr. K.O. Wright, the in
coming president of the R.A.S.C,
addressing members during the
S irday Paper Session.

His topic was related to ob
servations made at the Dominion
Astrophysical Observatory in
Victoria, on the binary star
Zeta Aurigae.

The Assembly in Ottawa
opened with the present
ation of numerous honors
to faithful and active
workers from several Cen
tres; the Presidential
Address by miss R. J.
Northcott; and an in
formal reception in the
rotunda of the building.

Following the Paper Ses
sion Saturday morning,
various committee meetings
and a major Council Meet
ing were held.

Tours of the City were
offered at this time. Al
though the weather was
unsettled, evidence of the
famous Ottawa Tulip Fest
ival could be seen through
out the city.

Members of the R.A.S.C pose
for a treasured group photo .
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R.A.S.C GENERAL ASSEMBLY, continued

The occasion of the General
Assembly gave many members from
across the country an opportun
ity to visit the Dominion Obser
vatory in Ottawa.

Members were given a tour of
the observatory following a
showing of the Edmonton Centre
eclipse film of July 20, 1963,
Saturday evening.

Robbie Drinnan and Adrienne
McLennan sign the guest register
at the Dominion Observatory, on
their arrival Saturday evening.

Standing on the Observatory
grounds, left to right: Mr. J»J«
LaBrecque of the Observatory staff,
Adrienne McLennan and our good
friend from the Quebec City Centre,
Mr. Jos Matte. Well, Gjee! The Dominion Observa

tory boasts an impressive
array of varied scientific
equipment - much of it
used as part of the time-
service provided through
observations of transits.

Right, three members of
the Toronto Centre pause
briefly beside some of the
mechanism used in the
time service: They are
Vern Ramsay, D.J. "Fitz"
Fitzgerald, and Archie
Ostrander.

All three are active in

the Toronto Centre observ
ing programme.

The 15" refracting telescope,
housed in the Observatory main dome

The General Assembly
often provides its partic
ipants with opportunities
for serious discussions.

Left, Mrs. McLennan and
Frank DeKinder of Montreal
discuss the end of the
world - (so it looks!) while
Dr. Millman and Miss Ruth
Northcott hold an impromptu
meeting in a hallway.

Several serious discus
sions were held in the Uni
versity residences, where
most members stayed - and
often lasted most of the night.
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Our host at Springhill,
Dr. Peter M. Millman, who
is Head of the Upper At
mosphere Physics Division,
National Research Council.

The N.R.C operates the
Springhill Observatory.

Geoffrey Gaherty

Henry Lee

R.A.S.C. GENERAL ASSEMBLY, continued

Among the many memorable
highlights of the 1964 General
Assembly was a tour of the
Springhill Meteor Observatory
several miles away from the
glare of Ottawa's city lights.

The Springhill Observatory
is one of the most advanced
research stations of its kind

in the world. Its programme
includes photographic spectra
analysis of meteors, radar
recordings of their flights,
visual observations under what

has to be considered ideal con

ditions (see below), in addition
to an all-sky camera patrol of
the heavens.

Dr. Millman points to various
technical features of the meteor

station. In the foreground,
ex-Edmontonian Rickey Salmon
and Franklin Loehde.

The tour of Springhill
was taken on Sunday after
noon, and was the last
official function of the

1964 Assembly. Two bus
loads of members took in

the tour, stopping briefly
at an old N.R.C. solar

radio telescope site en
route.

The feature at the Spring
hill site attracting most
attention was a series of

"coffins" used by observers
making visual sightings
of meteor flights.

Each coffin is individu
ally oil-heated (!), and
features such luxuries as

form-fitting soft cushions,
and a recording pencil that
acts as a red reading light
and a buzzer - for use when

a meteor is sighted.

Everyone, of course, had to
try the coffins. (There are
eight of them.) Among those
seeing 'how the other obser
vers live' were Geoffrey
Gaherty Jr., (Montreal), and
Henry Lee, (Windsor).

Busses took members back to
the University grounds where
good-byes were said, displays
dismantled, and plans for get-
togethers in Toronto ('65) made.

R.A.S.C. General Assembly Chair
man F.R. Park, (N.R.C.) explains
some of the roof-top equipment to
retiring president, Miss Northcott.

EXHIBIT AT SPRINGHILL
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Encke's Cornet Visible?

During the next several days, Encke's Comet will be theoretically
visible - although chances of seeing it are slim due to extended hours
of twilight.

Actually, we're using psychology here: If we succeed in creating
a real challenge, all members of the Centre will be scanning the west
ern sky after sunset trying to prove us wrong. Hope you do!

THE COORDINATES FOR ENCKE'S COMET:

June 4 R.A. 6 hr. 7.6 min. Dec. +22° 48' (+4.6 mag.)
9 6 hr. 38.6 min. +19° 57*

14 7 hr. 4.8 min. +16° 22' (+5.5 mag.)

19 7 hr. 29.3 min. +12° 5'

24 7 hr. 55.2 min. +6° 49' (+7.0 mag.)

29 8 hr. 26.3 min. +00° 07'

*

-x-

*

*

On June 5th, the sun's
R.A. is 4 hr. 5.2 min.

On June 4th, the comet
R.A. is 6 hr. 8.0 min.

The comet transits and

sets one and a quarter
hours after the sun.

NEWS NOTES....

* The O.W. Colley Memorial Library addition is nearly completed; a complete list of the
books will be published in STARDUST, July issue. Librarian Bill Cable asked us to
announce that all books on loan to members should be returned, if possible, to the library
at the June meeting next Thursday for the purpose of cataloguing.

* Members who own cooies of the R.A.S.C. Journals: (a) September and October, 1954; (b) Janu
ary and February, 1956; and (c) December, 1963, are asked to donate them to a good cause.
Addition of these volumes to our library will complete the set back to 1954.

* We are pleased to extend congratulations to Dr. Helen Sawyer Hogg, a past president of the
R.A.S.C, who has been elected president of the Royal Canadian Institute - the oldest
scientific organization in Canada. She is the first woman to attain this honored position.

* After attending the R.A.S.C General Assembly in Ottawa, (pages 3 - 5), Franklin Loehde flew
to New York City. He's sorry he flew down; he had to walk half-way to Ottawa to stand in
line at the gates. We look forward to hearing about the fair at the forthcoming meeting.

* Ian McLennan left for Colorado Springs, (United States Air Force Academy Planetarium), May
27th. From there, he goes to St. Louis, Missouri for a meeting of the Planetarium Section,
American Association of Museums. He will address the Winnipeg Centre, R.A.S.C. on his way
back to Edmonton, returning here June 1st.

* William Cable joins the planetarium staff June 1st. (STARDUST, May issue, page six.)
* A new color brochure about the planetarium, composed by 'Walter Franiel, is now available.

Members wishing to obtain copies for'distribution, may do so at the meeting, June 4th.
* Sir Harry Massey, world-renowned physicist, now in pharge of the British Ariel Satellite

program, has been invited to participate in the Centre's STAR NIGHT program, Sept. 17 - 19.

"The greater the sphere of our knowledge,
the larger is the surface of its contact
with the infinity of our ignorance."

- Nineteenth Century,

Anonymous.

STARDUST... a monthly publication of
the Edmonton Centre,

Royal Astronomical Society of Canada.
Editor: Ian C McLennan
Production: Walter Franiel
Proofreder: Frnalkin.Leohde.
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