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MEETING NOTICE:

As reported in last month's issue of STARDUST, the April meetings of the Edmonton and
Calgary Centres of the R.A.S.C. will be devoted to our traditional "speaker exchange."
The Edmonton Centre meets on Thursday evening, April 9th, at 8:15pm in the Queen
Elizabeth Planetarium. On that occasion, our speaker will be Mr. R. Choquette of Calgary,
who will give an illustrated talk on his experiments in amateur radio astronomy. For
several years, Mr. Choquette has been constructing and improving various kinds of radio
receivers which he uses to keep track of a number of galactic and extra-galactic cosmic
noise sources. Two months ago, he spoke to the Calgary group about his fascinating experi

ments; the talk proved most enlightening and entertaining. It is hoped other members of
the Calgary Centre will be able to accompany Mr. Choquette on his visit to our gathering.
On Wednesday, April 8th, several members of
the Edmonton Centre will accompany Robert Allin,
who is Edmonton's offering in the exchange program.
Mr. Allin will speak to the Calgary Centre on

"Cataclysmic Variable Stars."

His talk will review

the topic which he chose to explore at the last
meeting of the Edmonton Centre, March 12th.

He is pictured, right, holding a simplified
model of a binary star system which he described
as one of the conditions under which the variation

of energy output can attain nova-like qualities.
In such binary systems, there is often an
intriguing "dog eat dog" transfer of energy back
and forth between the two components - as described

by Professor Gamow.

The Calgary meeting begins at 8:00pm.

Those wishing to attend should phone 455-0119.

IMPORTANT NOTICE!
There will be a JOINT MEETING of the R.A.S.C., the Edmonton Geo
logical Society, and the Chemical Institute of Canada on Tuesday, April 14th, at 8:00 pm,
"oom 2022 - Medical Building, University of Alberta.

The occasion will be marked by a special lecture delivered by Dr. G.W. Hodgson, Head
of the Petroleum Division, Alberta Research Council. The title for his lecture will be "THE SEARCH FOR TRACES OF BIOGENIC MATTER IN CARBONACEOUS METEORITES."

Dr. Hodgson's paper will appear in NATURE magazine, April 11th, and is also scheduled
to appear in the New York Times, April 13th.
EVERYONE WELCOME.
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Harold J. Montgomery
1888-1964

by E.S. Keeping

Members of the Edmonton Centre, and particularly the

older ones, will have noted with deep regret the passing of
Mr. Harold J. Montgomery, for many years the Treasurer of
the Centre and a faithful attender of the Society's meetings
and functions.

Mr. Montgomery was born in Scotland, June 6th, 1888. He
came to Canada in 1910, finally arriving in Edmonton in 1929.

Although he was not a charter member of the Edmonton Centre,
he joined the Royal Astronomical Society of Canada over twenty

years ago, and from the beginning took a keen interest in the
welfare of the Society and in the progress of astronomy.

Always very modest about his abilities, he never cared to
give a full-length astronomical talk to the Centre, although

Harold J. Montgomery

a few months ago he was persuaded to present a short featur
ette' on the theory that some birds migrate through orientation
with the stars. He was, however, always ready to serve the
Centre in such capacities as auditor, treasurer, or member of
Council.

His love of nature was manifested also in other activities. He was amember of the

Audubon Society and president of the Edmonton Bird Club. In spite of his fenced age, he
took part in the Edmonton Centre expedition to Fort Providence to see the July 20th, 1963
total solar eclipse. He took the opportunity to observe the bird and animal life in the

lorth ^Territories, and in particular was interested in the reaction of birds to the

sudden darkness caused by the eclipse.

Mr Montqomery had literary and humanitarian interests as well. He was adevoted member
ment of Indians in this country. His passing, however, came only three days before the

of thfCanadian Scottish Literary Society, and was to have spoken to that group on ^treat
Society's meeting.

He also was planning a visit to England on April 23rd to see his eighty year-old sister.

He had just male arrangements about his passport and travel, when he collapsed suddenly in a
street and died of a heart attack on Friday, March 13th.

Only the night before, he had attended the regular March meeting of the Edmonton Centre.
Astronomy appeals to awide section of the public, as evidenced by the membership of our
Centre - ranging from enthusiastic schoolboys to gray-headed oldsters. We shall greatly miss
the wise counsel and practical interest of one of our most senior members, who, though old in
years, was among the youngest in his enjoyment and appreciation of Nature and Science.
—

E.S »K«

Members of the Centre who attended the service will remember two memorable and touching

moments, when a very dear, long-time friend of Mr. Montgomery's, Mr. Rod MacKenzie, paid tri
bute to his memory in an eulogy which expressed the thoughts of all who knew him well; and
when a beautiful lament was played by another friend, Mr. Bill Watson. The lament was composed
by yet another dear friend of Mr. Montgomery's, Mr. Jimmy Rust of the Scottish Literary Society.
ANNOUNCEMENT: Under the terms of Harold J. Montgomery's Last Will and Testament, dated

May, 1955, the National Office of the Royal Astronomical Society is to receive the sum of
$1,000.00. In addition, the sum of $100.00 was left to the Edmonton Centre, R.A.S.C.
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R.A.S.C ANNUAL MEETING,

TORONTO.

The Annual Meeting of the Royal Astronomical Society of Canada was held in Toronto
March 6th.

The Edmonton Centre was represented by Ian McLennan.

In addition to the routine business conducted by the Society's national officers at

the Council meeting, delegates heard a progress report on plans for the 1964 General

Assembly, which will be held in Ottawa May 15 - 17th. (See page four.) These plans were

presented by Mr. F.R. Park, Chairman of the 1964 General Assembly Planning Committee.
Following the National Council meeting, delegates representing several of the Society's

Centres attended a meeting of the Toronto Centre, at which time reports of the various
activities of the Society were presented and adopted.
To conclude the Annual Meeting, results of the R.A.S.C. National election were

announced.

Dr. K.O. Wright of the Dominion Astrophysical Observatory was elected president

of the Society, succeeding Miss Ruth J. Northcott of the David Dunlap Observatory.

officers of the Society whose elections were announced are:

Other

Malcolm M. Thompson, MSc, 1st

vice president; J.E. Kennedy, MSc, 2nd vice president; Norman Green, B.A., L.Th., Secretary;
J.F. Heard, PhD., F.R.S.C, treasurer; Leslie V. Powis, recorder; and Leonard A. Chester,
B.L.S., librarian. Three elective members also gained seats on the National Council: These

were, Dr. Jean-Pierre Jean, (Montreal); Ian C McLennan, (Edmonton); and Dr. Robert Roeder,
(Kingston).

Canada's Deputy Minister of Mines and Technical Surveys, Dr. W.E. van Steenburgh was

elected Honorary President. The remainder of Council is composed of the president and one
appointed delegate from each Centre.

Miss Ruth J. Northcott,

the

retiring president, R.A.S.C.

Dr. Kenneth 0. Wright, the
president - elect, R.A.S.C.

On the occasion of her retirement as president of the Royal
Astronomical Society of Canada, the Edmonton Centre wishes
to express its sincere appreciation to Miss R.J. Northcott
for her devoted service to the Society and its 16 Centres.

m ITICE:

MEMBERS OF THE EDMONTON CENTRE WHO MAY HAVE MATERIAL SUITABLE FOR DISPLAY AT

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY ARE REQUESTED TO CONTACT FRANKLIN LOEHDE AT THE APRIL

MEETING OF THE R.A.S.C, THURSDAY EVENING.

THE DISPLAYS WILL BE ARRANGED

ACCORDING TO SUBJECT MATERIAL, RATHER THAN ACCORDING TO R.A.S.C. CENTRES .
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THE 1964 R.A.S.C GENERAL ASSEMBLY

In a few weeks* time, delegates from nearly all the sixteen
Centres of the R.A.S.C. will converge on the City of Ottawa

to participate in the 1964 General Assembly - beginning
on Friday evening, May 15th at Carleton University.
The three-day event will culminate many

months of extensive planning.

Among its

many promises
to R.A.S.C. mem
bers from across

Canada, the Ottawa

Centre has assured fine %
weather for the now-famous

Ottawa Tulip Festival - a

spectacular annual event in
which the entire city becomes a

beautiful garden of colorful tulips.
The Festival opens on the week-end of
General Assembly.

A great number of sight-seeing trips has been
arranged for delegates visiting Canada's national
capital for the first time.
A iss

The Assembly opens on Friday evening with remarks by the Society's retiring president,
Ruth J. Northcott.

Dr. K.O. Wright of the Dominion Astrophysical Observatory will assume

the presidential office, following which the Society's Service Awards will be presented to

members of the R.A.S.C. who have made outstanding contributions to the organization.

Displays

depicting the various activities of R.A.S.C Centres will be viewed by delegates at a reception

following the opening general session. Among the exhibits scheduled for showing is an elaborate
display of astronomical publications arranged by SKY AND TELESCOPE magazine.
On Saturday morning, May 16th, members
will again meet in the Science Auditorium to

hear papers presented by both amateur and pro
fessional astronomers describing the results
of many activities during the past year.

While many delegates take advantage of the
sight-seeing tours, officers of the Society
will conduct meetings concerning the national
affairs of the R.A.S.C. Special committee
meetings will also be held. Saturday evening,
the Observers' Group, Ottawa Centre, will host
members in an outdoor observing session.

This

will be followed by a tour of the Dominion

Observatory. (The Observatory's main dome is
pictured, right, with one of our General Assem
bly hostesses, Miss Miriam Burland, in the
foreground.)

The final event of the meeting will be on
Siunday

afternoon.

N ational

There will be a trip to the

Research Council's Springhill Meteor

Observatory.

Members will have an opportunity

to view the visual, photographic and radar fac

ilities located there.

Comina?
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STAR

NIGHT

1964

Inspired by the outstanding success of the 1963 edition of
STAR NIGHT, this year's committee has begun plans for an even

bigger and better show for 1964.
There are already several indications that extensive co

operation from numerous sources may assist the Edmonton Centre
in presenting a truly memorable event for thousands of citizens
of Northern Alberta.

THE DATES FOR STAR NIGHT, 1964, WILL BE THURSDAY, FRIDAY,

AND SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 17TH, 18TH, AND 19TH.

ONCE AGAIN, IT

WILL BE HELD AT THE NORTHERN ALBERTA JUBILEE AUDITORIUM.
Project Gemini
- N.A.S.A. Photo

The other day ago, Franklin Loehde telephoned the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration, Washington, and received
confirmation that the Edmonton Centre will receive at least
three extensive exhibits depicting future space programs.

These will include one-quarter mock-ups of the PROJECT GEMINI

CAPSULE, (top left); the PROJECT APOLLO SPACECRAFT, (center); and
the "L.E.M.", or LUNAR EXCURSION MODULE, (bottom left).
The Gemini Capsule represents the second stage in the U.S.

program of manned space flight: As a follow-up to the Mercury
flights, it will take two astronauts into orbital trips around
the Earth.
Project Apollo
- N.A.S.A. Photo

Project Apollo represents what will surely prove to

be mankind's greatest adventure: the actual lunar landing.

In

1969, or 1970, three astronauts will travel to the vicinity of the
moon, with two actually landing on its surface - using the Lunar
Excursion Module.

His Excellency, Mr. R.A.D. Ford, Canadian Ambassador to the
U.S.S.R., has acknowledged receipt of the Centre's request for

display material depicting Soviet space research, and has said

he will advise our group in the near future of any results.

In addition, Dr. H.W. Taylor and Ian McLennan, representing

the Centre, recently met with Mr. Douglas Walker-Brash, Senior
United Kingdom Officer in Alberta, who has extended an invitation
on our behalf, to Sir Bernard Lovell to deliver a keynote address
on the occasion of STAR NIGHT.

Displays on British participation

in space research have also been requested.

"L.E.M."
- Bendix Photo

The cooperation of several corporations engaged in various
facets of space research is also anticipated. Written applications

for extensive exhibit material to the major U.S. space companies
are being followed up by long-distance telephone calls.

The Embassy of the United States of America, Ottawa, has

indicated its support to the Centre in attempts to acquire material
from the American sources.

It's going to be a busy summer.
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"PROJECT MERCURY"

by George Williams

THE EDMONTON OBSERVATORY/SPACE MUSEUM:
For several years, members of the Edmonton Cen

WALTER FRANIEL:

One of the best things that have

1943 to 1961.

happened to the Edmonton Centre, is
Walter Franiel, who joined the Edmonton
Centre after moving here from Calgary.
He was associated with the Calgary Cen

In recent weeks, an ambitious corps of R.A.S.C.
members - serving on the Observatory Committee - has
been actively engaged in reviewing the physical re

work (and long hours!) which results in

of public financial support for the project.

than ever thought possible before.

tre have been working towards acquiring an observa

tory for the City, to replace the old University of
Alberta structure - a landmark on the campus from

quirements of the proposed structure in anticipation
Numerous alternate sketches of the observatory

floor plan have been drawn up, and discussed; site
testing has been underway for several months; the
moral support of the news media has been solicited;

md numerous discussions have been held regarding the

operation and maintenance of the project, once it is
established. In addition, letters regarding equip
ment have been mailed to various suppliers of astro
nomical instruments.

The model of the proposed Edmonton Observatory
is seen here superimposed over a site-testing photo
graph of Kinnaird Park - a possible location.

tre until his move north.

It is Mr. Franiel*s excellent

the more elaborate format of STARDUST

The complicated task of photograph
ing each page, followed by placing the
individual picture negatives into the
master negatives, then transferring these
onto metal plates for printing, has often
resulted in work long past midnight, or
sometimes shortly after 5:00 am. In
short, STARDUST would be a different

publication without Walter Franiel.
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NEWS

NOTES

The Edmonton Centre Observers' Group continues to hold regular meetings every second

Saturday night at 7:00pm. Coming meetings will be held April 4th and 18th, and May 2nd.
The Centre's young telescope makers* section is in need of a regular meeting place and
workshop - where mirrors and other components of telescopes may be constructed. Members of
the Centre with ideas, (or better still, workshops!) are asked to contact Tom Beattie.
We have received extensive information about a forthcoming Nationwide (U.S.) Amateur
Astronomers Convention to be held at the University of Denver campus, Colorado.

The con

vention, to be held August 28 - 31, is sponsored by eight organizations, including the Royal
Astronomical Society of Canada. A complete program is available at the planetarium.
Bulletin # 5 of the COMET AND NOVA SECTION, R.A.S.C. has been received. The bulletin
includes a wealth of information about the methods employed in observing for these objects.

occurs to us that many members of the Centre would enjoy participating in this search. The

It

bulletin will be available for those interested at the April meeting, Edmonton Centre.

Encke's Comet is now rapidly approaching the earth, and will make its closest approach
during the month of June, during which it will be visible through small telescopes. It will

be observed south of Castor and Pollux, and on June 7th, it will pass within about four degrees

south of the planet Venus.

An ephemeris will be published in STARDUST, May issue.

On March 25th, Ian McLennan represented the Edmonton Centre at a

special meeting held at the Research Council of Alberta, regarding a
proposed Centennial Handbook of Alberta Natural History. It is antic
ipated there will be a chapter devoted to the Night Sky, with our
Society providing information and illustrations.
The Edmonton Centre, R.A.S.C, announces the appointment of Mr.
Edward Kenney to the Edmonton Observatory Committee. Mr. Kenney has

already contributed some considerable effort in support of the Society's
attempts to establish the observatory. He is a solicitor with the

City of Edmonton Legal Department.

Sieg Philip

Ian, Adrienne and Ronald McLennan recently had the pleasure of
entertaining Mr. Sieg Philip of the Department of Northern Affairs,
Fort Providence, N.W.T., who was in the city on a brief visit before
returning to his northern post. As many members will remember, Mr.
Philip's generous assistance to the Edmonton Centre and other groups

at Fort Providence for the July 20th solar eclipse, was one of the reasons we considered the

trip so successful.

Incidentally, Sieg got himself married in November.

wife will be able to spend some time in Edmonton in the near future.

We hope he and his

Plans are now well underway for the $1.2 million Calgary Centennial Planetarium. An
architectural consultant has been appointed, and Zeiss Planetarium representatives meet with
Walter Stilwell, Ian McLennan and Calgary City officials Thursday, April 2nd, in Calgary.
Mr. McLennan has also had discussions with Drs. V.B. Meen of the Royal Ontario Museum and

Donald A. MacRae of the University of Toronto regarding a proposed planetarium for the Ontario
capital.

James Harrington of the Edmonton Centre has left his teaching position at Ross Sheppard
Composite High School, and has recently joined the Correspondence School Branch, Edmonton.

The O.W. Colley Memorial Library Section (STARDUST, Feb., 1964), will be officially ded

icated in mid-June, when members of his family will be gathered in Edmonton.

Our greetings to a faithful STARDUST reader, Mr. L.H. Mclntire, of the Florida State
Hospital, Chattahoochee, Fla.
-

What is it all but a trouble of ants

in the gleam of a million million of suns?
- Tennyson
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