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MEETING NOTICE:

There will be a regular monthly meeting of the Edmonton Centre
on Thursday, March 12th, at 8:15 pm sharp, at the Queen Elizabeth
Planetarium.

The main speaker for the evening will be Robert Allin, who

will talk on "Cataclysmic Variable Stars." This topic will give
Mr. Allin an opportunity to expand on the very intriguing subject
of variable stars, which he covered briefly in the 'featurette'
presented at our February meeting.
Robert Allin

In addition, slides of the recent conjunction of Venus and Jup
iter (page five), taken in Edmonton, will be shown.

The Centre's Honorary President, Professor E.S. Keeping will deliver the HANDBOOK TALK.
CALGARY - EDMONTON SPEAKER EXCHANGE:

The April tradition between the Calgary and Edmonton Centres of the R.A.S.C. will be con

tinued again this year when in April, the two groups will exchange feature speakers.

On Wednesday, April 8th, Robert Allin will visit our sister city to the south, and will
present his talk on Variable Stars, (above).

The Edmonton group is most fortunate in that the president of the Calgary Centre, Mr. Ken
Pawson, has arranged to have Rickey Choquette travel to Edmonton on the 9th to present a talk
on his experiments in radio astronomy. As mentioned in last month's issue of STARDUST, (page
seven), Mr. Choquette has been nominated by the Calgary Centre for the Chant Medal.
We take this opportunity to express the hope that several members travel to the Calgary
meeting, and also wish to extend a cordial invitation to our Calgary friends to attend the

Edmonton gathering the following night.
THE CALGARY CENTENNIAL PLANETARIUM:

It's now official:

The City of Calgary will build a $1.2 million planetarium to mark that

city's celebration of the 1967 Canadian Centennial. The decision was reached by the Calgary

City Council February 17th, at a meeting which was attended by Ian McLennan of the Edmonton
Centre. Mr. McLennan spoke on behalf of the planetarium proposal, and answered questions
->osed by the aldermen.

The final vote was 10-3.

The three dissenters were in favor of the

planetarium, but objected to the location proposed.

President Jensen has sent a message of

congratulations to the executive and members of the Calgary Centre, R.A.S.C

The Edmonton Centre, R.A.S.C, wishes to express deep sympathy to its treasurer,
Dr. D.R. Crosby, on the loss of his father, who died recently in Banff,

Alberta.
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The Planetarium has recently received

a display on the Canadian Topside Sounder

Satellite,

ALOUETTE.

The display was sent from the Defence Research Board, Ottawa, creators of the highly
successful space probe. The exhibit consists of a full-scale mock up of the satellite, in
ddition to numerous display boards which tell the story of this Canadian experiment. The

satellite model proved too big for the planetarium's front doors, (above) however, removal

of one of the doors provided enough width for the satellite's entry into the display foyer.

To date, the ALOUETTE has made more than 7,000 orbits of the earth, travelling a total
distance more than 200 million miles.

The display will be on view at the planetarium until the March meeting of the Centre.
NEW OBSERVATORY FOR CANADA?

While on the subject of Canadian science, the various centres of the R.A.S.C. recently

received a letter regarding the possibility Canada may at some future date, construct a

150 inch, or larger telescope and major observatory. Dr. W.E. van Steenburgh, Deputy Minister
of Mines and Technical Surveys (and Honorary President of the R.A.S.C) enquired whether
the various R.A.S.C. groups from across Canada had ever expressed approval of the proposed

project, in principle. Subsequently, our National Secretary, Mr. J.E. Kennedy, wrotea^
letter to the president of each centre, asking for a
statement reflecting the opinion of the Centre's Council

and Executive.

Upon receipt of this letter, Edmonton Centre president

Fred Jensen contacted each member of the Council, and ob
tained approval for the following telegram:

MR. J.E. KENNEDY, NATIONAL SECRETARY, R.A.S.C...
THE EXECUTIVE AND COUNCIL OF THE EDMONTON CENTRE, ROYAL

\STR0NOMICAL SOCIETY OF CANADA WISH TO GO ON RECORD "THAT

jw

iHEY WHOLEHEARTEDLY ENDORSE THE PROPOSAL TO CONSTRUCT A 150 W

A proposed
design

INCH OR LARGER TELESCOPE AND SUITABLE OBSERVATORY FACILITIES
IN THE NEAR FUTURE. WE ARE PROUD OF THIS COUNTRY'S SIGNI

FICANT CONTRIBUTIONS TO SCIENCE, AND FEEL SURE THAT WITH SUCH AN INSTRUMENT AT OUR DISPOSAL,
CANADA WILL RANK AS ONE OF THE FOREMOST NATIONS OF THE WORLD ADDING TO THE APPRECIATION AND

UNDERSTANDING OF THE PHYSICAL UNIVERSE."

pRED E# JENSEN> PRESIDENT, EDMONTON CENTRE.
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The February meeting of the
Edmonton Centre proved an
interesting evening, as we
once again heard from our

good friend from the RCAF,

F/L F.W. McCauley, who spoke
to our group on the subject
of Celestial Navigation.

F/L McCauley first spoke on

the theory of locating one's

position on the globe using
various celestial objects,

and with the cooperation of
nice, clear weather, took
several members outside for

a practical demonstration of
the instruments used to plot
location by the stars.

F/L McCauley is seen here with some of the Centre's members,
who try their hand at confirming their location. The precise
determinations varied quite noticeably, however, everyone came

to the conclusion the planetarium is located in Alberta.

Which

is rather reassuring.
H.J. MONTGOMERY:

One of the Centre's most faithful members is H.J. Montgomery

who came to our last meeting while still recuperating from an
illness which had forced him to spend some time in hospital.
A member of the Centre for over twenty years, Mr. Montgomery

has served the Society as an auditor, and as a treasurer for a
number of seasons.

His presence at our February meeting gave many members and
long-time friends of Mr. Montgomery an opportunity to wish him

Harold Montgomery

well in his recovery.

JOHN HODGES, Observatory Director with the Regina Astronomical Society, reports in his
monthly newsletter that EARL MILTON addressed that group on Friday, February 28th. His topic
was, "From the Atom to Outer Space." Dr. Milton is now associated with the Department of
Physics at the Regina campus of the University of Saskatchewan.

The Regina newsletter also reports the finding of an important meteorite fragment in the
province of Saskatchewan. Details of the fall are not yet available.
The Edmonton Centre's vice president, Dr. H.W. Taylor, and Dr. Frank Weichman, a fellow

U of A nuclear physicist, have recently completed a series of lectures at the University geared

to exceptional high school students. The last lecture in this program, given a few days ago,
was on astronomy. Drs. Taylor and Weichman used several 35mm slides from the planetarium

collection. As mentioned on previous occasions, members who wish to borrow slides on various
astronomical topics are invited to make use of the planetarium slide library.

An excellent offer from the Carnegie Institute of Washington is worth considering: They will
sell the HUBBLE ATLAS OF GALAXIES through the Queen Elizabeth Planetarium for a price of only

$10.00. This beautiful publication is included in the planetarium library, and members are
invited to inspect this volume at the March meeting.
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R.A.S.C MEMBERS TOUR U of A NUCLEAR LAB.

With the Centre's vice president, Dr. H.W. Taylor
acting as host, a number of members of the Society
were given a most educational tour of the University

of Alberta Nuclear Research Laboratory, (right.)

The tour was arranged by Dr. Taylor, in conjunct

ion with Varsity Guest Weekend, February 22nd.

Dr. Taylor's lucid explanations of the various

pieces of equipment and their functions provided
members with a very real appreciation of the research
being done in the field of nuclear physics by the
scientists working in this laboratory.

Dr. H.W. Taylor, (fourth from left),
with friends from the Edmonton Centre.

The "heart" of the U of A Nuclear

Research Laboratory - a six million electronvolt particle accelerator - dwarfs members of
the Centre standing at its base. Dr. Taylor

expressed the hope that the lab would receive
a twelve million electron-volt instrument at

some date in the near future. Hooked together,
the two instruments would be capable of gener
ating eighteen million electron-volts.

c

Among the guests at the

lab's 'open house' was
Edmonton Centre presi
dent Fred Jensen- seen

here in an angelic pose.
Quite appropriately, a
light bulb above his
head gives the illusion
of a halo.

The sincere appreciation of the
Centre is extended to Dr. Taylor.

That's about as close
as he'll ever come to

having one.
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OBSERVATIONS OF THE VENUS-JUPITER CONJUNCTION*

c

On the evening of February 27-28, the two bright

planets Venus and Jupiter made their closest app
roach to each other in the southwestern evening sky.

It was a beautiful spectacle, climaxing a period

of several days when the two planets slowly moved
toward each other.

At one point, on February 16th,

the two planets were joined in the heavens by the
crescent phase of the moon.

On the night of the planets' closest approach,
it was cloudy in Edmonton, but the next evening was
bright and clear - affording an opportunity for
many members of the Centre to view the event.
Now, the planets are rapidly drawing apart as
Venus continues its slow eastward movement, and

Jupiter descends into the glare of the setting sun.

Venus and Jupiter above planetarium dome

REPORT ON SATELLITE TRACKING

by Eldon Rogers

Since late December, the writer has been tracking artificial

satellites in cooperation with the Smithsonian Astrophysical
Observatory, Cambridge, Mass. Eight observations were sent in
during January; nine were submitted in February. Over 60 sight
ings were made, but only those of special interest to the S.A.O.
were submitted. Particular emphasis is placed on those satellites
about to re-enter the earth's atmosphere in a fiery plunge toward
the earth. These "mature" satellites become increasingly diffi
cult to observe due to their rapidly changing orbital elements.
Many observations are required to increase the chance of witness
ing the final demise of a satellite, and for recovering bits of
metal which may reach the ground intact. Any such pieces of a
Buck Rogers

satellite have considerable scientific value.

An interesting observation of a Russian satellite, (Cosmos 24) was made quite by accident

on February 17th. Acting on a sudden impulse, the radio was turned, on and tuned to 20 mega
cycles. A loud, clear dash-dot signal, characteristic of the Russian satellites, was heard.
The possibility of a satellite in the vicinity at that time was not known. The signal was so
clear, that a quick search was made from the back yard, using binoculars. With a whole hemi
sphere of clear sky to scan, it was quite coincidental that the satellite was sighted almost
in the exact spot toward which the binoculars were first aimed. It was dull orange in color,
and was descending toward the northeastern horizon.

heard frequently since the original sighting.

Go, wondrous creature! mount where Science guides,
Go, measure earth, weigh air, and state the tides.
Observe how system into system runs,
What other planets circle other suns.
- Alexander Pope,
1688 - 1744

Signals from this satellite have been
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STARDUST is published monthly by the
Edmonton Centre, Royal Astronomical
Society of Canada.
Editor, Ian C McLennan,
Production:

Walter Franiel.

o

