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MEETING NOTICE:

VICE-PRESIDENT'S NIGHT:

IN THE CHAIR. DR. H.W. TAYLORT

The regular monthly meeting of the Edmonton Centre will be held on Thursday evening,
February 13th, 8:15 pm at the Queen Elizabeth Planetarium.

Our guest speaker on that occasion will be F/L F.W. McCauley, R.C.A.F., who last spoke
to our Centre on March 8th, 1962. A title for his talk was not immediately available.

The 'featurette' this month will be presented by Franklin Loehde, who will comment on

an intriguing, recent discovery - "Quasi-Stellars" - super radio sources between six and
ten billion light years away. Although small, (ten light years diameter), these "objects"
have a luminosity equivalent to a trillion stars, or 100 Andromeda Galaxies!
^*

"C.C.C.P." (The City of Calgary Centennial Planetarium.)

After many months of deliberation by several interested groups in Calgary, the official

City Centennial Committee finally recommended tq^v Council that a planetarium should be

constructed to mark that City's celebration of CanWs 1967 Centennial.
The recommendation is now before City Council. While Council is deliberating, support

for the planetarium has been gaining momentum in Calgary. Alderman Starr, following a visit
to the Queen Elizabeth Planetarium, endorsed the Calgary proposal; the Calgary Chamber of
Commerce, after sending three representatives to Edmonton, also expressed Approval of the
$1,200,000.00 complex. (STARDUST, Nov., 1963, page 3.)
At this point, it looks rather definite that the planetarium will be approved. This is
the culmination of many months of work and preparation, meetings and letters, long-distance

phone calls and interviews, and several trips between Edmonton and Calgary. Although many

members of the Calgary Centre have aided in the planetarium project thus far, Walter Stilwell,
Sam Litchinsky, Ken Meiklejohn, Bob Nelson and Jim Wright have played major roles.
H.J. MONTGOMERY:

We are pleased to report that the Centre's former treasurer, Mr. H.J. Montgomery, is
recovering very nicely, following a serious illness and several weeks in hospital. During
his stay at the Royal Alexandra Hospital, several members of the Centre visited with him,
and watched him get progressively better with each passing day. Mr. Montgomery is now
recuperating at home. A bouquet of flowers was sent to Mr. Montgomery on behalf of the
Council and members of the Edmonton Centre, R.A.S.C.
SOCIETY BOOKCASE:

We are pleased to announce the donation to the Edmonton Centre, of a beautiful bookcase,
which will be on view at the February meeting. The bookcase was donated by Mr. Homer Kellough,
President and General Manager of Kellough Real Estate. It is hoped Mr. Kellough will be able

to attend our February meeting, for a formal introduction to the members, and to take part in
a brief dedication of the attractive case.
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O.W. COLLEY

Word was received recently of the death, in Calgary, of an
early member of the Edmonton Centre.

Mr. O.W. Colley.was born in Forest City, Iowa, May 14th, 1877.
His first profession was teaching, but after four years, he went
into the lumber business in Minnesota. He came to Canada from that
State in 1909, to join a brother who had established a similar
business in Stettler.

The two brothers moved to Castor, Alberta.,

where for many years, they managed Colley Brothers Lumber Company.
Mr. Colley's interest in education had not dwindled: In 1909,
soon after his arrival in Castor, he helped establish the town's

first school board. Through the years, he served in various capac
ities on the town council, on the Church board, and in the Masonic

Lodge. For many years, he was active in the Red Cross Society.

In 1947, Mr. Colley, or "O.W." as he was affectionately known,
was presented a life membership in the Castor Board of Trade in

recognition of his devoted services to the welfare of the community

O.W. Colley,

and its citizens.

1877 - 1963.

Mr. Colley retired in 1956. He then moved to Calgary, joining
the Calgary Centre of the R.A.S.C. He attended most of the meetings,
Whenever Edmonton members attended a Calgary meeting, Mr. Colley was always there with an
enthusiastic handshake and a beaming smile. He made a special trip to Edmonton in May, 1962,

to attend the R.A.S.C. General Assembly. ("I wouldn't have missed this for the world, he said.)
Mr. Colley's diversities of interest were more than apparent: He knew astronomy very well,
and spent many hours explaining the heavens to people - particularly during his business career
In Castor. He also understood a great deal about geology; and he spoke French, German, and

Scandanavian fluently.

Mr. Colley's passing on November 2nd, 1963, brought to a close, the colorful career of a
true gentleman - a man whose interests ranged from business to his church, from politics to
science, and from the arts to the welfare of his fellow man.

- I.CM.

ANNOUNCEMENT:

In memory of Mr. 0,W. Colley's early days in the Edmonton Centre of the R.A.S.C, his
daughter, Mrs. T.C. Pulten of Edmonton, has kindly donated the sum of $100.00 for the purpose
of adding books to the Centre's library. In recognition of Mr. Colley's keen interest in the
enrichment of young peoples' education, the books will be suitable for reading by the Centre's
student members.

William Cable, the Edmonton Centre librarian, has been asked to select

the appropriate books. A letter of gratitude has been sent to Mrs. Pulten from the president
of the Centre, Fred Jensen.

It is, of course, gratifying to see a regeneration of interest in the Centre's library.

Recently, Bill Cable and Robert Allin both donated books to the Centre. Of special interest
for the sake of the Centre's historical record, is a report by Mr. Cable of the observations
lade by himself and Gordon Thompson of the July 20th total eclipse of the sun, at Uranium City.

m

Mr. Cable also reports that all books belonging to the Centre have been re-catalogued.

Members wishing to make use of the library are requested to observe the standard procedure by
registering their names with the librarian, or his representative.
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H.W. Taylor: A Shirtsleeves Course on Relativity.
The Centre's vice-president,

Dr. H.W. Taylor, has just completed
a three-lecture course on Relativ

ity for members of the R.A.S.C

The lectures, presented on the

last few Friday evenings, proved
very popular with those in attend
ance, and we believe should pave
the way for future lecture series
on specialized subjects of interest
to our members.

Despite Dr. Taylor's diversified audience, all agreed

that he had succeeded in presenting a lucid account of one
of man's most dramatic philosphical achievements .

Dr. Taylor is a busy man. His time and effort in pres-

ting this course was appreciated by all who attended. At

ie conclusion of the course last Friday evening, he was

hanked on behalf of the Centre by President Jensen.
th
CENTENNIAL HANDBOOK:

A letter has been received by the Edmonton Centre, in which we have: been invited to

participate in aJoint Centennial Handbook, tentatively entitled, "THE NATURAL HISTORY OF

ALBERTA." Groups already engaged in the planning stages of tnis volume, include: The Edmonton
Bird Club, The Edmonton Geological Society, The Archaeology Society of Alberta, The Edmonton

Zoological Society, The Historical Society of Alberta, The Natural History Club, and The Entom
ological Society of Alberta.

The overall cost of the project is estimated to be at least $10,000.00, and so the

support of the Provincial Government is anticipated. This seems to be justified by the prospect

of a Provincial Museum to be in operation by 1967 - also to mark Canada's Centennial.

It is recommended by Dr. 3rian Hitchon of the Research Council of Alberta, elected Chairman

of the project, that a meeting be held in March, at which the interested parties can begin
working on a brief to be submitted to the Alberta government. Members of the Astronomical

Society are asked to submit suggestions, in writing, concerning achapter, lhe Night bky, to

be included in the publication.
R.A.S.C. GENERAL ASSEMBLY:

Members of the Edmonton Centre are again reminded of the General Assembly of the R.A.S.C.

which will be held in Ottawa, May 15th - 17th.

Three members of the Centre have already indicated they will be attending this meeting.

We are hoping to see a large western delegation in attendance. Anote from the National Office

concerning financial assistance for travel to the Assembly will be read at the February meeting.

STARDUST,

February, 1964
THE

- Page four

O B S E R V E R 'S

CORNER

- This fine portrait of the moon is the latest photo

graphic success of our faithful Lethbridge friends,
Charlie and Mona Clark.

The photograph was made at 2:00 am, M.S.T.,

January 2nd.

Exposure through their three -

inch refracting telescope was l/lOth second.

Edmonton Centre members first met Mr. and Mrs.

Clark when they came to the City for the General
Assembly in 1962.

Since that time, we have received

many letters from them, which invariably include
heir wonderful telescopic photographs, and messages

of greeting to their friends here.

Mona Clark

Since our last report on the December 30th, 1963 lunar eclipse, (STARDUST, Jan., page two),

we have received two reports of success, or at least partial success. Mr Clark from Lethbridge,
[above) was able to see the first half-hour of the eclipse, before clouds obscured his view.
ie managed to obtain the picture on the left. The other picture was taken in Ottawa by our

good friend Rickey Salmon, who was able to observe the entire spectacle. The picture was taken
just a few minutes outside totality, and shows the moon almost completely immersed in the
earth's shadow in space. According to various reports throughout North America, the eclipse

was one of the darkest in history.

It was particularly dark in Edmonton.

Joke.
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continued

ECHO 11:
The Echo 11 Passive Communications

Satellite, launched by the N.A.S.A. on
January 25th, was observed by many mem
bers of the Edmonton Centre, as it moved
among the stars in its polar orbit.
Its nightly passages sparked almost
unbelievable interest in the general pub

lic:

Literally hundreds of phone calls

were received at the planetarium from

people wanting to observe it. Predictions
by Eldon Rogers were provided.

One of several time-exposure
photographs taken of the satellite
trail, on its earliest passes over
Edmonton, within two days of its
launching.

The movement of clouds, lit by an almost
full moon, produces a variation in the
brightness of the trail, in addition to

an aurora-like ray structure on the
photographic plate.
Eldon Rogers of the Edmonton
Centre, following the satellite
path over Edmonton through an
Apogee Scope used around the world as
part of Operation Moonwatch, sponsored
by the Smithsonian Astrophysical Obser
vatory. In the background, a future
goal of space research: the Moon.
TELESCOPE MAKERS GROUP REPORT

Brian MacDonald.

The Centre's telescope making group has been in operation for about four months. Members
have discussed problems of mirror grinding, and have worked on their own mirrors, with consider
able success.

I

Meetings have been held at the home of Tom Beattie, 11812 - 96 Street - every second Sunday
at 3:00 pm. At present, the group is in need of a permanent meeting place in which equipment
can be set up. Suggestions would be welcome, and should be forwarded to Tom Beattie.
Anyone interested in joining this section is invited to telephone Brian MacDonald, HO68055,
or Tom Beattie, GR9-3293.

The present membership, and mirror sizes are: Tom Beattie, (10"); Gary Finley, (8");
Brian MacDonald, (8"); Ian Smith, (6"); Fred Tauber, (6"); Jim Williams, (6"); Jim Siddle, (4");
Merle Blachiot;

and Barry Smee.

METEOR SIGHTING:

A bright fireball streaking across the early morning sky last month, was thought to have

landed.

There were a few scanty reports on the sighting which were correlated by the University

of Alberta, Department of Geology.

John Rogers of the Edmonton Centre, witnessed the fall, and

said the meteor appeared to burn out during its flight - indicating its landing was unlikely.
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A NOTE FROM LYNNE TRAINOR, DEPT. OF PHYSICS,

•

UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO:

Dear Ian,

Your account of Franklin's space travels in the last issue of STARDUST, (Jan., 1964, p. 3)
has inspired me to poetry:
ON LAVA BEDS AND FRANKLIN LOEHDE

The merry peals of Christmas bells
Were ringing in his ears
As hero Loehde sped along -

Too young, for all his years!
He thought a lot of Colonel Glenn,
But little then of cars;

An icy strip!

A double flip!

Then music from the stars.

He thought he saw the lava beds
As he was flying by,

Some craggy - jaggy lava beds
Suspended from the sky! -

Or so he thought they must have been
Until he wondered why

His friends were clinging to a rock
With bitter moan and cry.

With noble thoughts of outer space
Our Franklin likes to roam.
Petition comes from Idaho:

"Keep your hero home!"

The other night ago, Bill Cable, Robert
Allin, Ian McLennan and Franklin Loehde drove

in three separate cars, to a deserted farm
yard west of Edmonton to observe the Echo 11

Satellite. (Page 5.)

It had snowed quite

heavily the night before; however, only three
of the cars got stuck. Robert Allin, who, on
occasions has been known to drive rather skill

fully finally rocked his car out of deep snow
ruts, and gracefully dumped it in a nearby

ditch, (above.)

When help finally arrived,

the flashing amber light attracted two farmers

^-^~"

who thought there had been an accident. "No,
we're just observing an artificial satellite."
Somehow, they didn't seem to believe us.
-

Photo courtesy TRACK AND TRAFFIC .

At 2:24 am, M.S.T., Sunday, February 2nd, the
ill-fated RANGER SIX spacecraft landed on the
surface of the moon.

RANGER

Designed to televise a

series of ultra-close up pictures of the lunar
surface in its last ten minutes of flight, the

spacecraft would have detected objects smaller
than the size of an automobile, had its cameras

responded to signals from the Control Center. Bill Cable, Ian McLennan and Franklin Loehde
bserved the moon at impact time, on the off-chance a large dust cloud on the moon would
catch a ray of sunlight. As expected, the results were negative.
°

Next month, RANGER SEVEN.
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NEWS

NOTES

It has just been announced that the Queen Elizabeth Planetarium will be exhibiting the

Canadian Topside Sounder, (Alouette) Satellite- between March 1st and March 14th.

The exhibit

is being shipped to the planetarium from the Defense Research Telecommunications Establishment
in Ottawa, creators of the highly successful satellite.

John Rogers and George Williams performed a valuable public relations and educational
service during the week-end, at Edmonton's unique MUK LUK MARDI - GRAS. A four-inch refracting
telescope was taken out to "Polar Park", movies were shown, and short talks on astronomy were

presented for many people who were interested in the display. Due to high atmospheric haze,
seeing conditions for the public telescopic viewing were discouraging. At one point, when
the sky was quite cloudy, only Jupiter could be seen. One woman seemed particularly effusive

in her enthusiasm for the splendid view.

The telescope had accidentally been aimed at a nearby

street lamp.

Ballots for the R.A.S.C National election have been mailed to all members across Canada.
The results will be announced at the Annual Meeting of the Society, March 6th, at Toronto.

Dr. Peter Millman, Chairman of the R.A.S.C. Nominating Committee has announced the following
five candidates contesting three seats on the National Council:

Grant A. Cooper, (Toronto Centre)
Earl H. Dudgeon, (Ottawa Centre)

Jean-Pierre Jean (Montreal Centre)

Ian C McLennan, (Edmonton Centre)
Robert Roeder,
(Kingston Centre)

It was formally announced at the January meeting of the Calgary Centre, R.A.S.C, that
Richard Choquette had been nominated by that Centre for the Chant Medal - a coveted award

sponsored by the National Council in recognition of valuable work and original investigation
n astronomy and closely allied fields. The nominee must be an amateur astronomer, and
resident in Canada. The Chant Medal, established in 1940 in appreciation of the great work
of the late Professor C.A. Chant in furthering the interests of astronomy in Canada, is awarded

not oftener than once a year.

Mr. Choquette has done a great deal of personal research into

the intriguing field of radio astronomy - even building his own radio telescopes! His graphs
of radio noise illustrate everything from the neighbor's electric shoe polisher to the noise
created by colliding galaxies. The Edmonton Centre wishes Mr. Choquette luck in this nomination.
Jack Grant of the Meanook Meteor Observatory, 90 miles north of Edmonton,

both travel to Calgary on Wednesday, February 12th.

and Ian McLennan

Both will be speaking to the monthly

meeting of the Calgary Centre. Mr. Grant will explain his work at the meteor stations of
Meanook and Newbrook, while Mr. McLennan will speak on the proposed Calgary Planetarium - as
an appropriate Centennial structure. The public, and news media have been invited.
Mr. Herb Rees, a resident of Elmwood Lodge, has, for some time, been presenting elementary
lectures on astronomy to his fellow senior citizens. In fact he became so engrossed in the
subject, he decided to buy a telescope suitable for observing the heavens - both for his own

personal satisfaction, and for the enlightenment of his friends.

Bill Cable of the Centre is

currently assisting Mr. Rees, and his son, Art, in designing a mounting for the telescope.
We hope Mr. Rees enjoys many pleasurable hours rambling through the night sky with his scope.
STAR NIGHT will be held September 17 - 19th this year. HELP!
Away up yonder, I see a star,
A silvery star with a tinkling song,
To the soft dew falling, I hear it calling,
Calling and tinkling the night along.
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As decided by National Council, a brief is being drafted by the Executive Committee,
assisted by the 1st and 2nd Vice Presidents, for presentation to the Royal Commission on
Biculturalism. We are anxious to receive the opinions and suggestions of the Council of
each Centre as to content, so that this submission may truly represent the views of our

Society which extends across Canada from Victoria to Halifax.

May we have an early reply?

On Wednesday, 8th January, the retiring President of the Ottawa Centre, Lt.Col. J.A.Stairs,
spoke on the subject "Man in the Universe" following the annual dinner meeting. The newly
elected President of the Centre is Dr. V.Gaizauskas of the Stellar Physics Division, D. 0.
The Dominion Astronomer, Dr. C.S. Beals, was guest speaker at the meeting of the Montreal

Centre on 9th January, which was a joint meeting of the Sigma Xi and the Montreal Centre.
Dr. Beals spoke on "Missiles from Outer Space". This lecture was in conjunction with the
Department of Mines and Technical Surveys of Canada display "Mapping the Moon".

Edmonton Centre's 9th January meeting featured the colour film "A Light in Nature" produced

by the Shell Oil Company Limited, a short time-lapse motion picture taken during the final
stages of the total eclipse of the moon on 30th December by Ian McLennan, and a talk on
"Observing Variable Stars" by Robert Allin.

An interesting evening on 21st January is expected at the Niagara Falls Centre.

After a

short business meeting, Mr. Ken Hayes will give a talk on "The History of Astronomy",

followed by a showing of slides of various celestial objects by Mr. Hugh Maclean.

At the next meeting of the Halifax Centre on 29th January, Dr. C.K. Hoyt, Associate Pro
fessor of Physics at Dalhousie University, will give an address on the moon. On the same
programme will be a planetarium demonstration of the constellation Orion. It is a pleasure
to note that GALAXY,' the Monthly Newsletter of the Halifax Centre, has been resumed.

The Toronto Centre spring programme is starting off this Friday, 17th January, with an
illustrated lecture entitled "The Royal Ontario Museum and Astronomy" by Dr. V.B. Meen,
Chief Mineralogist at the ROM. At the next meeting on 31st January, Dr. Hubert Reeves,
Department of Physics, University of Montreal, will speak on "Galaxies".

At the Hamilton Centre on 2nd January, Past President J.A. Winger spoke on "Looking Through
New Windows".

The National Council spent a busy afternoon on 4th January dealing with the numerous re

ports of National officers and committees.

It was most pleasant to have our National

Treasurer attend part of this meeting after a long absence from our activities. Members
of Council were rewarded for their efforts by a buffet dinner at 6:00 o'clock, followed

by the presentation of the Society's Gold Medal to Mr. Peter H. Reynolds. Miss Northcott

asked Dr. Ian Halliday, who had been awarded the Gold Medal in 1949, to make the presenta
tion.

Marie Fidler, Executive Secretary

J. E. Kennedy, National Secretary
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