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The annual banquet meeting of the Edmonton Centre, R.A.S.C., will be held on Thursday,

October 11th, at 6:30pm, in the Main Floor Banquet Room of the Corona Hotel.

Our guest

speaker for the occasion will be Mr. Stewart Dewar, a meteorologist with the Federal

Department of Transport, who will speak about Canada's northland.

Members of the Society

will be anxious to hear Mr. Dewar's comments on the north, with the forthcoming total

solar eclipse of 1963 promising to be one of the astronomical highlights in the coming
year.

Mr. Dewar is well qualified to speak about the north, having worked there a con

siderable time.

He is well known in the Edmonton area, through his appearances on CBX-T,

Channel Five, on the evening weather show.

Every year, at our annual dinner meeting, a new slate of officers for the coming

year is elected. A nominating committee consisting of President Ian McLennan, and Past
Presidents Dr. D.R, Crosby, and Jim Harrington, have proposed the following slate of
officers for the 1962-63 term.

Honorary President:
President:

Prof. E.S. Keeping
Dr. Lynn Trainor

National delegate:
Observers' reps

Dr. D.R. Crosby

Past President:

Mr. Ian C. McLennan

Vice-president:
Secretary:
Treasurer:

Mr. Fred Jensen
Mr. Alex Stockwell
Dr. H.A. MacGregor

Librarians
Social convenors
STARDUST editors

Mr. H.J. Montgomery
Mrs. F. Jensen
Mrs. A. McLennan

Member-at-large s

Mr. Wm Burley

Mr. Wm Cable

Nominations from the floor, if any, will be accepted.
Notes

The banquet menu will consist of roast beef.

The cost per person will be $2.25.

As is customary during the annual meeting, the retiring president will deliver a final
report on the year's activities. Printed copies of the 1961-62 Presidential Address will
be made available to members of the Centre in the near future.

See you at the banquet, Thursday night!
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THE OBSERVER'S CORNER:

At a time of year when observing opportunities are excellent, the Observer's group
is enthusiastically anticipating the commencement of the fall programme. The group

has maintained its activities during the summer, which accounts for the large

number of members, who have gained much skill under the able direction of Bill Cable

and Franklin Loehde.

Much time has been devoted to the study of Messier objects,

and many members are giving Jupiter and Saturn close study. The group has also
become familiar with many of the mythological stories connected with the constella
tions.

With the new term, the group has changed the meeting nights from Thursday to
Friday evenings at the regular time of 7:30 p.m. This is for the benefit of the
younger members who have had to get up for school the morning after a late observ
ing session. The Society will be watching the Observer's group with interest, for
news of their many undertakings during this next season.

ATMOSPHERIC PHENOMENON:
Meteors -

F. C. Loehde

Despite a bright full moon and an exhausting two-day STAR NIGHT just past,
a number of our stalwarts trundled off to Coronation Park on August 12th
this summer for the annual Perseid meteor count. Clustered in a tight

group in the vast emptiness of the park, Peggy, Fred and Brian Jensen, Ian

and Adrienne McLennan, Bill Cable, Rickey Salmon, Art Pedersen, and yours

truly maintained the vigil from 11:00 p.m. to 1:00 o'clock the following
morning. Despite the problems of the bright moon, threatening clouds,
and the glow of the aurora, the group kept warm long enough to record in
excess of 1*0 meteors of the Perseid variety.
group did a creditable job.

Aurora -

All things being equal, the

One of the main projects of our Observers' Group this summer, was to
familiarize its members with the various auroral forms and the method

of calculating their angular heights above the horizon. These efforts
are now paying off in aces as the reports of auroral displays are coming
in at a rate reminiscent of the "old days". A total of six observers
have been active over the summer months and are responsible for the

following number of recorded display nights:

July - 7

August - 5
September - 18

The breakdown of observer totals is as follows:

July

OBSERVER

August

September

Bill Cable

2

3

9

Garry Finley

1

1

F.C. Loehde

1
2

1

8

Art Pedersen

1

3

111

Rickey Salmon

3

-

2

The need for knowing when auroral displays are not seen is considered

highly important too; so Tom Beattie has joined the others in completing
this aspect of our auroral programme.

"Microbes on the Moon?"

An intriguing question - discussed by Dr. John Payne, Department

of Bacteriology, University of Alberta - at a regular meeting of the NATURAL HISTORY CLUB.
The meeting will be held Tuesday, November 13th, at 8:15 P», in Room 255, Biology-Agricul
ture Building, U of A campus. Members of the R.A.S.C. are invited to attend.

•

•
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"THIS IS THE 20th CENTURY?"

—

You may wonder after reading the following message,

sent to the Planetarium from Mr. N. Moore, Montrose, Colo.

THE EARTH - NON ROTATION.

The Earth can't possibly rotate or orbit over size and tonnage alone.
Ancient Greek scholars had a word for it, and their astronomy would be more right
than anything we know today. The stars, sun, moon, and named planets would all orbit the
still non-rotating Earth and it would be the rotation of the sky. The pendulum may
work by a compass.
There no doubt is another huge Universe like our own far out with its own sun
moon & stars moving around it. Its Earth center would be still, intact, always in the
same spot above some side of the still non rotating Earth. It might be pretty big in
the sky but far off, and not like a star or galaxy that moves along.
There would have to be vast dark space,, nothing ness, but still space, far
out beyond.
God for ever and ever.
0*0000

A few days ago, we received a nice letter from Professor and Mrs. Keeping, who
are now living in Oklahoma for a year. Their new address, for those who may wish to

correspond, is

908 West Brooks Street,

Norman, Oklahoma, U.S.A.

By now, Earl Milton will have arrived in Ottawa, where he has assumed a position
with the National Research Council. A few of Earl's friends gathered last week to say
good-bye, and presented him with a pair of cuff-links, with the best wishes of all the
members of the Centre,

WARDAIR (CANADA) LTD., a charter airline, has submitted for our consideration,

the price of a charter trip to London, England, for a visit to British and European

astronomical sites.
available.

The return fare is $312.30 per person, with a total of 88 seats

Guided tour, if requested, would be extra.

Mr. Gauthier of Wardair has

suggested May 19th as the date for departure, and June 9th, 1963, as the return date.
We will be pleased to hear any comments from members of the Edmonton Centre

who may be interested in the proposed trip.

Many a night I saw the Pleiades,

Rising thro' the mellow shade,

|

t,;,

•

Glitter like a swarm of fireflies,
Tangled in a silver braid.
- Tennyson.

Stardust,

Editor,

A monthly publication of The Edmonton Centre
Royal Astronomical Society of Canada.

(Mrs.) Adrienne McLennan

SOLAR ECLIFSE, JULY I963

The National Committee is considering organizing the efforts of

interested members who will be able to travel to points within the eclipse

path.

There are many effects due to a total eclipse that require observa

tion and are within the capabilities and instrumentation of amateur groups.

A future bulletin will outline possible plans in detail;

however, for

the present, the Committee needs to know how many Centres are planning to

organize eclipse parties, or how many individuals are likely to be near the
path of totality.

The Committee is tentatively considering establishing two observing
sites in the Province of Quebec, sufficiently far apart to avoid the

possibility of total "wash-out" because of local weather conditions, and
favourably located with respect to accessibility and accommodation.
Further planning depends upon the response to this Bulletin; therefore,
we suggest that the attention of your members be drawn to this matter as
soon as possible.

Replies and further enquiries should be addressed to:
Miss Isabel K. Williamson,

who is Acting Solar Eclipse Co-ordinator in the absence of a permanent Co
ordinator for this discipline.

R. V. Ramsay,
National Chairman,

Standing Committee for Observational Activities
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STANDING COMMITTEE FOR OBSERVATIONAL ACTIVITIES
Bulletin No. 2

It is more than a year since the establishment of a National Observing

Programme.

Since that time there have been encouraging results, a few

of which are summarized below.

To date, four of the eleven observing

disciplines are active in varying degrees and observations are being made
and reports sent to the National Co-ordinators.

According to records at hand, the Planetary Section, with Mr. Gaherty as

National Co-ordinator, has issued four Bulletins and a number of observing
instructions and report forms.

At last count, fifteen of the sixteen

Centres have appointed representatives for Planetary work and several

Centres have started to engage in the programmes outlined by Mr. Gaherty.

Among the immediate products of the section are Jovian Central Meridian

transits which have been transmitted regularly to the Jupiter Sections of
the A.L.P.O. and the B.A.A.

Lunar work, under Mr. Thompson as National Co-ordinator, has nine Centres

reporting interest and several projects now under way.

In addition to

three Bulletins issued, Mr. Thompson has prepared a series of helpful in

structions covering such topics as sketching technique, use of selenographic

colongitude, what to observe, and several others. An early result of the
Lunar programme has been a catalogue of 95 lunar domes, confirmed and/or
suspected, which has come about as a result of co-operation between Montreal
and Toronto observers.

Mr. Thompson has requested that observers in other

Centres aid in confirming these observations.

The Comet and Nova Section has also been quite active: three Bulletins and
four announcements have been issued; observations of comets Seki-Lines and
Humason have been received by the National Co-ordinator Mr. Low and an
excellent Nova search programme is functioning, largely due to the Montreal

Centre, which has been active in this work for some time.

Ten Centres have

indicated an interest in the work of this Section.

The Aurora Section, with Earl Milton as National Co-ordinator, has issued
its first Bulletin and it is anticipated that this field will flourish due

to the interest which already exists in Edmonton and Montreal.

The first fruits of the National Programme were evident at the General

Assembly in Edmonton this past May when three Sections - Lunar, Planetary

and Comet and Nova, had displays showing what had been accomplished up to
that tinw. This, we hope, will set the trend for the displays at future

General Assemblies.

We cannot do justice here to the amount of effort expended during this first
year by the Co-ordinators in preparing programmes, bulletins and reports^
and in keeping up with correspondence. We wish to express our appreciation
of their efforts on behalf of the observers.
R. V. Ramsay,

National Chairman,

Standing Committee for Observational Activity
30 October, 1962.
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