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THE STARS

Ye stars I

which are the poetry of heavenI

If in your bright leaves we would read the fate
Of men and empires, — 'tis to be forgiven,

That in our aspirations to be great,
Our destinies overleap their mortal state,
And claim a kindred with you; for ye are
A beauty and a mystery, and create
In us such love and reverence from afar,

That fortune, fame, power, and life, have named themselves a star.
- Byron, Childe Harold's Pilgrimage.

R.A.S.C Summer Programs

The Edmonton Centre of the RoA.S.C. has embarked on an experiment in

which an extensive summer program will be carried out, in addition to the normal

period of activity - from October to the following May. Although it is impossible
at the present time to comment on the ultimate value of such a program, the first
phase seems to be most successful. With a number of interesting features planned
for the rest of the summer, there is an excellent chance that the continuation of
our period of activity from the normal eight months to a full year, will fulfill
its basic purpose fostering and retaining wider interest in our activities.

In the

past, it has been difficult for a new executive to take over in October, after the
summer lull in both formal and informal activities.

It is hoped that the new

system will help to alleviate this situation.

MEETING

NOTICE

The next regular monthly meeting of the Edmonton Centre will be held on

Thursday, July 12th, at 8s15 pm, in the Queen Elizabeth Planetarium.

In keeping

with the more informal nature of the summer programs, an interesting astronomical
film will be shown.

This months "featurette" will come from Mrs, Adrienne McLennan, who

has developed a strange fascination for the life of Tycho BraheD

Her topic will be

"The Life of Tycho Brahe."

STAR NIGHT, 1962:
Another important feature of our 1962 Summer Program will be another

edition of our now Annual STAR NIGHT„

Star Night will be held on two consecutive

evenings: Friday, and Saturday, August 10th & 11th. The Perseid Meteors will be
the highlight of the evening, and a mock-up R.A„S„Co meteor observing party - deck
chairs and all - will be one of many features on public view.
A. number of members will be needed to man the gates, telescopes, displays,
and other features. Be sure to volunteer your services - at the July 12th meeting.
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At the June meeting of the Edmonton Centre, it was unanimously agreed to
resume the Annual Summer Picnic - for members and their families.

Our secretary,

Alex Stockwell generously volunteered the family's cottage at Lake Wabamun, and

the date of Saturday, August l*th was chosen.
Plans to date include a "bring your own" picnic - with observing to begin

as soon as darkness permits.

A suggested time of arrival is 6:00 pm.

Final details and transportation problems will be discussed at the meeting
on July 12th.

For the convenience of those who will be driving to Alex Stockwell*s cottage,
the following route map may be of assistance:
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To YMCA. Scout Camps.
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Cabins and Cottages:
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1. White cottage)
2. Green cabin

)

Stockwell

3. Dark green cabin.
1*. Yellow cabin.

5. Blue cabin.
6. Brown cottage.
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THE OBSERVERS" CORNER:

In the past several weeks, the Edmonton Centre Observers' Group has

been active in making preparations for ambitious observations of Jupiter, as the

giant planet slowly swings into a more favourable viewing position, Franklin
Loehde and Bill Cable have spent many evenings together with the young observers.
In a current project, the observers are viewing drawings of Mars and
Jupiter through their telescopes - and putting these observations down on paper.
The observer's sketch is then compared with the original drawing. One afternoon
recently, saw a number of the observers engaged in this project outside the

Planetarium, Franklin Loehde had prepared a drawing, and had Rickey Salmon hold
it several yards away from the telescope while other observers prepared to view
it. Too much detail was visible, and Rickey had to walk farther away. Still too
much detail. Soon- Rickey was a tiny dot on the horizon, standing on the front

steps of a duplex \ of a mile away. For the following session, smaller cards were

used.

Plans for the 1962 Perseid Meteor observations will be finalized during

the July 12th meeting.

All persons interested in observing the shower - the year's

largest - are invited to submit their names at that time.

will be held on Sunday, August 12th,

The formal observations

During the two previous evenings, members

will also have a chance to view the Perseids at STAR NIGHT,,
There will be an observing session outside the Planetarium following the

regular meeting, July 12th,
WHAT'S IN A NAME?

All members are invited to take part©

by George Williams

Among the numerous Astronomical publications I have been reading lately, I came
across a number of unusual and possibly little known facts. The outstanding one
however, to my mindy is thiss When referring to the planet Venus or Mars most
everyone automatically uses the adjective Venusian or Martian.

These are consid

ered by the vast majority of Astronomical people, (Professional as well as Amateur)

as quite correct and proper.

However, let us pursue the matter further.

While

reading through the "Sky and Telescope15 June, I960 edition^ I came across a letter

to the Editor on page 1*73 which reads as followss "Dear Sirs Venus has been in
the news for a considerable length of time, but the persons concerned with her have

been careful not to jeopardize her classical attributes. Recently, however,
ballistieians, electronics engineers and scientists of the newp unclassical gener
ation have shown an active interest in Venus, and this has resulted in a flurry of
writings in which the adjective VENUSIAN has made its ugly debut,"

"I have no objection to the creation of new words, which are often needed to cope
with an expanding technology. JEEP, BAZOOKA, and even SPUTNIK are acceptable words,

but VENUSIAN jars my classical nerves. By Job same derivative process, we would
have JUPITERIAN, MARSIAN, and URANUSIAN* F

"The 1955 OXFORD UNIVERSAL DICTIONARY has the entry: "VENEREA.N, 1, connected or

associated with, relating or pertaining to Venus or her serviceo..." If one has to
use an adjective in connection with Venus, this is it, and HONI SOIT QUI MAL Y PENSE.

Those who wish may avoid it entirely by rephrasing the sentence, for example, "the

Venus atmosphere'" or "the atmosphere of Venus,"

The letter was signed:

Luigi G, Jacchia, Smithsonian Astrophysical Observatory,

objection to VENUSIAN.

A suitable substitute, used in astronomical literature for

Cambridge 38, Mass,, to which the Editor replied? "We agree with Dr. Jacchia's

nearly a century, is the adjective CYTHEREAN, for which the Merriam-Webster unabridged
dictionary gives the meaning wQf or pertaining to the goddess Aphrodite or Venus, or
the planet Venus,"

-

WHAT'S IN A NAME? (continued)

This having been known for nearly a century as stated, one would not expect to hear
or read anything but the correct term. However, while reading "The Conquest of Space"

by no less a personage than Dr. Willey Ley, (Tenth printing with new material, April,
1959) on page 101 I came across the following,,.,"lifted dark ground material to layers
of the Venusian atmosphere where,,,"

I further checked with the American College Dictionary, last copyright 1953, and found
that although VENEREAN is not listed, the adjective CYTHEREAN is, meaning from Greek

Mythology, a surname of Aphrodite or Venus, Under the word VENUS we have the usual
descriptions, but the adjective is not listed. So what, you say? So, even the experts
can be wrong,,cat least about VENUS anyway.
P. S.s

MARTIAN is listed but not MARSIAN,

J®>

OSCAR 1

Fred Jensen and the McLennans were fortunate in viewing, on very short
notice, a model of Oscar 1 brought to Edmonton by the Amateur Radio

Society Wednesday July i*th, displayed at Sacker Electronics,

Launched December 12, 1961, Oscar 1 measured 6ffl by 10B by 12" and was
designed to investigate radio propagation phenomena in the two meter

(ll*l*~H*6 megacycle) portion of the radio frequency spectrum*

transmitted a series of dits to form the letters KRTra0

Oscar 1

This signal

was transmitted 18 days before fading, and Oscar Control Centre in

Sunnyvale, California received over 10,000 reports from 17 countries.

The model, designed as a standby to the actual Oscar 1, was displayed
along with a tape recording of Oscar l's transmission,
TRAVEL-LOG g

The Edmonton Centre is on the move j Honorary President E, S, Keeping and Mrs, Keeping
are currently touring Europe, and Professor L, E, Gads has recently returned from
Colorado Springs, Colorado,, Though attending a conference, Professor Gads found time
to enjoy a showing at the United States Air Force Academy Planetarium, He reported
that the Planetarium had a seating capacity of 300 and utilized the giant Spitz
projector. Greetings and information of our two Planetariums were exchanged,
July 13th is the target date for Franklin Loehde, who begins a whirlwind trip to
New York City and surrounding territory. He includes a trip to Hayden Planetarium
in his busy itinerary.

The Edmonton Centre has been approached by Wardair (Canada) Limited, a charter airline

based in Edmonton, regarding a 1963 tour of Planetariums and Observatories in Europe,

The return trip fare to London is approximately $320,00 per person with organized tours
extra.

ation.

No deadline is set for our decision, but the idea seems worthy of our consider
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ANNOUNCEMENTSs

*

Any persons interested in ordering prints of pictures taken by Marshall Studios

during the RJLSoC. General Assembly may do so by phoning the Studio, at GRl*-5897.
The price of 5 X 7 inch prints is 75# - and the 8 X 10 inch prints are $1,25.

*
Fred Jensen, our Librarian, is in need of a large book-case to house our everexpanding collection of books. Please speak with Fred at the meeting if you feel you
have something suitable.

*

There will be a special observing session following the July meeting.

All members

are welcome,

*

There will be a display on the Queen Elizabeth Planetarium during Exhibition Week,

in one of the windows of the Hudson's Bay Company.

*
We are still open to suggestions and plans for the proposed Observatory for
Edmonton. Please submit your ideas at the Planetarium.
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