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The major project of the year for the

Edmonton Centre of the R.A.S.C.

has come and gone, and now, memories are all that remain of the 1962 General
Assembly of the Royal Astronomical Society of Canada.

The meeting was held

for the first time in Western Canada, in Edmonton from May 18th to 21st, with
registration totalling more than 150, including Calgary members who wound up

the meeting with a tour of the Sulphur Mountain Cosmic Ray Observatory taken
by a large number of delegates following the Edmonton meetings.
The City of Edmonton banquet
provided the catalyst which sparked
vail throughout the entire weekend.
extended to the assembled delegates

c

launched the four-day proceedings, and
the friendly atmosphere that was to pre
During the Civic banquet, greetings were
from the Edmonton Centre; from the Province

of Alberta; and from the City of Edmonton - represented by the City's mayor,
Dr. Elmer E. Roper. In thanking the mayor, R.A.S.C. President, Miss Ruth J.
Northcott called on Mr. J.E. Kennedy, National Secretary, who presented an
Honorary Life Membership in the R.A.S.C. to Dr. Roper... (a move which caught

members of the Edmonton Centre by surprise, much to the delight of the National
officers!)

The highlight of the opening banquet was the R.A.S.C. Presidential
address, delivered by retiring president Dr. Peter M. Millman of Ottawa. His
address, "The Frontiers of Space" was well received by all attending. He was

thanked by Earl Milton of Edmonton, and presented a tie-clip, upon which a

fragment of the Bruderheim Meteorite was mounted.

It was down to business again the next morning, when amateur and profes
sional astronomers presented ten-minute papers to a large, and appreciative
audience in the Math-Physics Building amphitheatre. Displays representing
almost every Centre's activities were set up in the foyer, enabling delegates
to study graphic reports of observations made by many of the 3,000 members of
the Society.

A noon luncheon on Saturday, May 19th at the University of Alberta,
afforded another opportunity for members to informally discuss current R.A.S.C.
projects across the country.

While the National executive held an R.A.S.C. council meeting at Edmonton
House Saturday afternoon, the remaining delegates spent the free time on a
number of tours arranged by the Edmonton Centre. These included the Jubillee
Auditorium, the refinery area, and a special tour of the Nuclear Research Center

on the University campus.

Later in the evening, a banquet hosted by the Govern

ment of the Province of Alberta provided an opportunity for a formal introduction
of the delegations from the various Centres. In all, thirteen centres were repre
sented — the highest number for any national meeting of the Society.
continued....
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Following the Saturday evening Provincial banquet, delegates visited
the Queen Elizabeth Planetarium, after which a National Observing Council meeting
was held. Later in the evening, a number of more informal meetings were held.

The publicity on the General Assembly was excellent, and the newspaper,

radio, and television stations were generous with their advance publicity as well

as actual coverage during the Assembly. The only one in the area who didn't seem
to realize that the R.A.S.C. General Assembly was being held that weekend, was the

weatherman, who allowed it to rain on Sunday morning.... the day of the excursion
to the Meanook Meteor Observatory, 90 miles north of Edmonton. However, it seems
that rather than putting a damper on everything, the rain lent a spirit of adven

ture, and the group thoroughly enjoyed the Observatory tour, and the box lunch....

provided by women of the Edmonton Centre.

The Meanook Observatory tour ended the Edmonton portion of the program.

From there, the sights were turned to Calgary where our good friends to the South

were waiting to entertain the delegates. A large number of delegates took advan
tage of the Calgary hospitality, and ventured on to Banff for a visit to the
Sulphur Mountain Cosmic Ray Observatory via a breath-taking gondola ride. Side
trips to Lake Minnewanka, and to the Calgary Power ControlCenter at Seebe proved

to be most enjoyable.

The Edmonton Centre was represented by Franklin Loehde,

Ian and Adrienne McLennan, Mr. and Mrs. Alex Stockwell, and Edgar Stong.

As it had begun, the Assembly ended on a festive note, as delegates
gathered for a steak dinner in downtown Calgary. Proof of the friendships made
was the exchanging of addresses at each and every table, as new and old acquaint
ances reluctantly said their goodbyes. Evidence of the all round success of the
western assembly, was the planning of new found friends to meet again at the

1963 Assembly in Toronto, and the 1961* National meeting in Quebec City.
*****

A short time before the General Assembly began, the news came
that one of our most respected members would be unable to

participate. Word of an attack suffered by Mr. S„ F. Page
was announced at the commencement of the Assembly, and deep

concern was expressed by all present, including Miss Northcott,

Dr. Millman and Dr. Wright, vice-president of the R.A.S.C.

Both Mr. and Mrs. Page were sorely missed during the sessions,
and it is our sincere hope that Mr. Page's recovery continues
at a rapid rate. This is a difficult time for Mrs. Page and
we hope she will not hesitate to call upon the many members who
have enjoyed many years of association with the Pages for any
assistance required.

########

Anyone for a Star Night?

c

Perhaps we are pressing our luck in hoping for good weather on another Star Night,
but then, the Weatherman owes us a favor after his poor showing during the General

Assembly.

In looking through the 1962 Observer's Handbook, it would appear as

though Friday, August 10th would be a good night for our next public Star Night,
The evenings are getting longer around that time, yet they are still warm; the moon
is slightly more than 1st quarter, and with luck, a few early Perseid meteors should
be observed. Comments anyone?

k
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MEETING

NOTICE
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There will be a regular monthly meeting of the Edmonton Centre, on Thursday,
June ll*th, at 8:15 pm, in the Queen Elizabeth Planetarium.

A final report on the General Assembly will be presented by Franklin Loehde,
Assembly Planning Chairman, and discussions relating to our summer program will be held.
In addition, a most interesting film on British participation in the Space Age will be
shown. John Day, jr. will also be called upon to present this month's 'featurette.'
A

SUMMER PROGRAM:

During the next few months, the Edmonton Centre will be embarking on an
experimental program of staging regular meetings throughout the summer.
The executive and council, in making the decision several months ago, felt
that in this way, the group will be held together full the full twelve
months, thus avoiding the annual problem of re-establishing the Centre's
activities, during an otherwise busy season of the year.

These meetings should, if possible, be more informal than those of the
winter months, and as several people have suggested, could take the form
of a picnic, or observing party.
It has already been suggested that an old tradition with the Edmonton

Centre - a July picnic - be revived. It is hoped that if this is done, a
good turnout will result. At our regular meeting on June ll*th, arrangements
regarding the date, place, time, and of course, food, can be made.

THE OBSERVERS' CORNER:

by Bill Cable

The Observers' Group is continuing the practice of holding regular meetings
each Thursday evening at the Planetarium, and weather permitting, we are now in a position
to start some serious observing. The group has been briefed on auroral observations,
and is now armed with a number of charts. Observations have already been started in
the lunar meteor search program. Plans for the near future call for observers to set
up their telescopes outside the Planetarium each Saturday evening throughout the summer

for the benefit of people walking through the park.

In this manner, over a period of

time, a large number of people will become aware of the R.A.S.C, and its role with
amateur astronomers.

A committee has been formed to plan observing programs, and to act as local
contacts for the National Standing Committee on Observational Activities.

Members of the

committee are:

Lunar and Solar:

Deep Sky:

Bill Cable.

George Williams.

Planetary:
Atmospheric:

Rickey Salmon.
Frank Loehde.

Our congratulations to John Mandrusiak - a member of the R.A.S.C. Obser

vers' Group from days gone by - who was married on Saturday, June 9th, to

Miss Kathy Barels of Edmonton. A number of photographs were taken of
Franklin Loehde doing the 'twist' at the wedding reception, and will be
ready soon for sale to the highest bidder.

FOR SALE:

A 3 - inch Unitron refracting telescope with equatorial mounting.
Suggested price, $250.00.
Astro-camera also available.
—

See Robert Allin, or phone:

—
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A MODEL OF GALILEO'S ORIGINAL TELESCOPE:

During the Planetarium visit held on the occasion of the R.A.S.C.
General Assembly, members of the Edmonton Centre may have seen for

the first time, a model of Galileo's telescope of 1610. The model

was designed by George Williams and Bill Burley of the Edmonton

Centre, with the help of a private contractor, Rudi Jonas of Edmon
ton, who constructed the replica. Finishing touches were added by

Bill Burley.

For the benefit of anyone who may have missed seeing the model, it
will be displayed at the forthcoming meeting, June ll*th.
In addition to his work on the Galileo 'scope, Bill Burley has
also built a sundial for display purposes at the Planetarium. It
is currently featured in the Planetarium entrance. It is note

worthy that Bill, after spending many hours designing the sundial,
donated it for permanent display in the Planetarium.

".... fragrant the fertile Earth
After soft showers, and sweet the coming on
Of grateful evening mild; then silent night
With this her solemn bird and this fair Moon

And then the gems of heaven, her starry train."
—
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