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MEETING NOTICE

Calgary - Edmonton speaker exchange

The April meeting of the Edmonton Centre will be held Thursday, April 12th
at 8:15 p.m. in the Queen Elizabeth Planetarium. Our guest speaker will
be the vice president of the Calgary Centre, Mr. A. F. McQuarrie, Officer-

in-Charge of the Department of Transport Meteorological Office in Calgary.
Mr. McQuarrie will speak on "Meteorological Satellites".

His talk will be

illustrated with slides.

For this month's featurette, we are calling John Day to the witness stand
where he will review for us a Survey of Space Law.

One night earlier - Wednesday, April 11th, our vice-president, Dr. Lynn
Trainor will address the Calgary Centre on "Prospects for Space Exploration".
The meeting will be held at 8:00 p.m. at the University of Alberta in

c

Calgary.

Anyone from the Edmonton Centre wishing to attend the Calgary

meeting is invited to make arrangements by contacting Ian McLennan, U55-OH9.
GENERAL ASSEMBLY - So far, everything is going smoothly, as we now enter
into the home stretch before May 18th. However, as the Big Day comes closer,
many of the smaller details have to be looked after. There are more than

just a few of these items, and volunteers will be most appreciated by the
Assembly Committee.

1, Welcoming committee at International Airport on Friday afternoon^
May 18th - - about two needed here. jj. u.r\ p ./y^ ,
BlKW Pv4,Rt_(vY
?. Registration officials at MacDonald Hotel - late Friday afternoon -/r^«*

two female members desired. ^fcvS* V

3.

£$>.CT|0ft! TtMQ**

Aide to Fred Jensen for Saturday afternoon tours of city* Some people

with cars needed.

*SX^ C VVVhJ-^ ^\^_^ ^-f\ M^ ^ ^4 lpfVq£

h. Work group to set up the various Centre's displays in North Physics

Building at University - approximately six members needed. WVWV-VkKS*^ (yp&EP^ RPSi

5. A number of individuals are needed to man the telescope display at
the Planetarium - Saturday, May 19th.
t
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Lunar Occultations - Perseverance and versatility are some of the many attributes
of the amateur astronomer. Without them, any budding astronomer
would soon take up gardening for a hobby. This was demonstrated
this last March 11 when a party of Edmonton observers arrived at
the Planetarium and proceeded to scan the skies for the elusive

Comet Seki-Lines, scheduled (by the Montreal Centre) to appear in
the

south-western skies.

After many fruitless attempts with binoculars, telescopes and
sharp eyes to spot it, it was realized that either the eyes of the
observers were growing weak with age, or Montreal goofed. In any

case, clear skies were still allowing the star light to filter
through the city haze. A quick flip over to page 63 of the
Observers' Handbook revealed an interesting procession of lunar
occultations culminating with an eclipse of the bright star
Aldebaran.

Out came the stop watches and radios, and before long, what might
have been a disappointing evening turned out to be a very successful
one with accurate times obtained.

Four observers were directly

connected with the timing, with four others offering moral support.

Party At Rick's

The Observers' Group (Junior Edition) met recently at the home of Rickey
Salmon for a social get-together. With Mrs. Salmon as hostess the boys
thoroughly enjoyed themselves eating and watching movies. However, part
of the evening was astronomical.

A telescope was set up outside the house

for viewing.

Our young observers can soon be expected to show considerable proficiency
in observing projects.

Comet 1962(c)....
For several evenings, members of the Observers Group have been scanning
the early evening twilight sky, hoping to catch a glimpse of Comet Seki-Lines.
Probably by the time this issue of STARDUST reaches R.A.S.C. members, the comet
will have been sighted, as it is rapidly moving into a better observing area.

On Friday, April 6th, Comet 1962(c) will be very close to Venus, and it is
estimated that at that time, it will be a second magnitude object. With the
thin crescent of the moon moving into that area of the sky in the next few

days, it may be a lovely sight to behold. Anyone seeing the comet should
contact the Planetarium immediately, where the news will be disseminated to
other interested observers.

The following is a list of predicted positions for the new comet....
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There will be reports (and pictures, we hope!) of the new Comet at the
April meeting of the R.A.S.C. ... Thursday, April 12th.
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Pipedream or Reality?
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in a campaign to raise funds for the Observatory.
In the meantime, there are several things which
you can do before the campaign swings into high

members of the Edmonton Centre will be eager to assist

tory Committee has been most encouraging.
However, there still remains the problem of
financing this ambitious project. Undoubtedly, many

the initial efforts of the Edmonton Centre's Observa

'with stars in their eyes' these days, as response to

A few members of the R.A.S.C. are walking around

An Observatory for Edmonton:
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U.

public program for the observatory,
Make a sketch of your idea for the Observatory

3.

unveiling^of- a icajjje; model of,^he Observatory.

Offer to assist in preparing a brochure publi
cizing our projectj and to act as a host at an

design, and another for the floor plan. If
possible, bring them to the April 12th meeting.

fund-raising.
Assist the R.A.S.C. Committee in organizing a

observatory built in Edmonton, and explain why
the City needs one. Note their ideas regarding

Tell them of our hopes of getting an

"Talk Observatory" to your friends and business
associates.
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