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The North American Nebula in Cygnus (NGC 7000, Caldwell 20). Image by Tom Owen. Mallincam Universe fitted
with a UV/IR cut filter, Takahashi FS 102 refractor with focal reducer; 6 subframes, total exposure 38 minutes.
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RASC Edmonton Centre Contact Information see also http://edmontonrasc.com/contact/

Mailing address RASC Edmonton Centre On the web http://edmontonrasc.com
788, 10301 104 St. http://www.facebook.com
Edmonton, AB, T5J 1B9 https://twitter.com/EdmontonRASC
Canada http://www.youtube.com/user/edmontonrasc

Observing Deck 780-452-9100 x2249

Stardust  submissions:  Submit  articles  by email  to  the  editor  (see  above).  Please  include  the  word  Stardust in  the subject.
Submission deadline is the 2nd Sunday before the monthly meeting; see following page for dates. Any standard document format is
acceptable (MSOffice, OpenOffice, LibreOffice, et al.) but plain text is preferred. Do not try to layout and format your article; your
labour will only be discarded. Graphics may be submitted as separate files, and clearly identified; indicate captions and references to
them within the text. Do not consider your article successfully submitted until you receive a confirmation email from the editor.
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Upcoming Events, Meetings, and Deadlines

Regular Meetings are held monthly (see below) from September
to June at 7:30pm in T  ELUS   World of Science, 11211 – 142 St.

Admission is free, and everyone is welcome to attend, member 
or not. Follow the signs from the main entrance.

Observers meetings are held monthly (see below) at Boston 
Pizza in The Mayfield Common, NE of intersection of 170 
Street and Stony Plain Road. Contact the observing_group @ 
edmontonrasc.com for details.

Council meetings are held monthly (see below) from September 
to May at 7:15 in room 1-033 of the CCIS  *   Building on the U of 
A campus. Any RASC Edmonton member may attend.

* Centennial Centre for Interdisciplinary Science

MEETINGS

* indicates date bumped by statutory holiday

Edmonton Area Astronomy Discussions: astro@mailman. srv. ualberta. ca
To subscribe, send a blank email to: astro-request@mailman. srv. ualberta. ca 
with the subject line: subscribe

The above mailing list is completely independent and is not associated with RASC Edmonton Centre in any way. 

ERRATUM

In the September 2017 Stardust,  the article  starting on page 5,  “NLC from YEG in 2017: The Edmonton Noctilucent Cloud
Report”, by Mark Zalcik has two accompanying photos; their captions were reversed. They have been corrected, and a new PDF
uploaded, as of 2017-10-07. Besides, the footer said “June 2017”.

Stardust October 2017 3

http://www.statutoryholidays.com/
http://www.campusmap.ualberta.ca/
http://www.campusmap.ualberta.ca/
http://www.campusmap.ualberta.ca/
http://www.telusworldofscienceedmonton.com/
http://www.telusworldofscienceedmonton.com/
http://www.telusworldofscienceedmonton.com/


President's Message by Sharon Morsink

September has been a busy time for astronomy. With the Sun
setting at earlier times, warm days, and the possibility of clear
skies,  it  seems  that  every  weekend is  packed  with  observing
events. The promise of clear skies did not always materialize, but
there were certainly some excellent evenings.

Coming up in October we are sponsoring three free events at
the  Jasper  Dark  Sky  Festival.  On  Friday  October  20,  RASC
astronomers will  set  up telescopes for  public  outreach next  to
Lake Annette for some dark sky viewing. See:

https://jasperdarksky.travel/october20/beyond-the-stars

The next day is solar observing in town:

https://jasperdarksky.travel/october21/observe-the-sun

 That is followed by another evening public outreach event
on the lawn of the Visitor Information Centre:

https://jasperdarksky.travel/october21/stargazing-in-jasper

The VIC is not a very dark site, but last year they managed
to turn off the street lights, making the viewing better than in past
years. Our involvment with the project is through paying local
travel expenses for a few Edmonton RASC astronomers to show
the public the stars, for free, through their telescopes.

We also have two upcoming events to help out beginning
astronomers. On November 15 we will host the annual "How to
Buy  a  Telescope"  workshop  and  hopefully  help  people  avoid
purchasing the dreaded "Hobby Killer" telescope.

http://edmontonrasc.com/2017/10/astro-cafe-nov-15-2015-
how-to-buy-a-telescope

Once these telescopes have been given to friends and family
members as gifts, we will follow up with a "How to Use Your
New Telescope" workshop in January.

Clear Skies!

More Eclipse Stories and Photos, submitted too late for the September issue

From Geoff Robertson

My wife and I took in the eclipse in Ontario, Oregon, right on the state line with Idaho. We set up on the front lawn of our motel,
along with people from all over the US, and a couple from Germany. In the early phase, I noticed many around us were drinking wine
and champagne. I had no such fancy spirits, but I did have some beer. Note the pinhole projection of the partial eclipse on my beer
can. Totality was like nothing I had ever seen. We all stood in awe of the spectacle.

Stardust October 2017 4

http://edmontonrasc.com/2017/10/astro-cafe-nov-15-2015-how-to-buy-a-telescope
http://edmontonrasc.com/2017/10/astro-cafe-nov-15-2015-how-to-buy-a-telescope
https://jasperdarksky.travel/october21/stargazing-in-jasper
https://jasperdarksky.travel/october21/observe-the-sun
https://jasperdarksky.travel/october20/beyond-the-stars
https://jasperdarksky.travel/


From Kent Martens

Dawn  in  Edmonton  broke  with  a  glorious  clear  sky.
Everyone in Edmonton must have looked up and had the same
thought,  “I  must  go  to  TELUS  World  of  Science  to  see  the
eclipse.” 

Literally, there  were  several  thousand people  at  TWOSE.
They all lined up to look through the telescopes; they all stood
patiently  while  Peter  Hall  and I,  RASC members,  handed out
eclipse viewers and eclipse glasses. We had about a thousand of
those...handed out  one  item per family. And we ran out!  The
TWOSE gift shop had already run out of glasses after bringing in
several orders. We at RASC suspect we had nabbed the last batch
in North  America,  judging by the difficulty  we had in getting
them. 

The folks in  line were still  patient  when I  intoned,  “Find
someone who looks friendly and see if they'll share with you.”
And when I found people who had snaffled more than the one
per family, they were kind and helpful, and let me hand them on
to those who had none. With a smile on their face. I'm inspired. 

Finally, at 10:24, the moon took the first bite out of the sun
and people started to smile. The line started to move. 

The  queue  stretched  from  the  door  to  the  RASC
Observatory, out past the overhead “Observatory” sign, down to
the parking lot, south to the sidewalk as it came to the parking lot
and along towards the swimming pool. 

By  this  time,  many  had  decided  they  didn't  need  to  see
through a telescope and were just looking through the glasses at
the sun. And others had discovered that there were about half a
dozen RASC members  with telescopes set  up on the  lawn.  A
lineup forty deep for Larry's or Clayton's telescope was still  a
good deal compared to the main group waiting for the scopes in
the observatory.

An hour later, at maximum coverage, people young and old
were still excited. The atmosphere was simply festive.

Peter  and  Jacquie,  Michael,  CJ  and  everyone  else  in  the
observatory  were  busy  running  people  through,  answering
questions and letting people have a look. There was an added
bonus: several sunspots were showing. That was a new feature
that many people hadn't seen before.
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We started giving out Star Finders,  especially  to children,
adults with children and young people. A sneaky plan to get more
people to come to RASC. The answer was invariably, “Cool, now
I'll know what those stars are called.”

However, not everyone was at the RASC Observatory. Chris
Meerveld was in hospital for routine tests. At 11:25, he rushed
out of the room and demanded to know what time it was. “It's
11:25, why?”

The reply was, “I'll tell you why: the eclipse is on. Have you
seen it?”

“No.”
“Well, follow me,” he said.

And out they went. Doctors, nurses, technicians, all carrying
eclipse glasses that Monica Meerveld had brought to the hospital.

“Oooh,  Aaah,  Will  you  look  at  that,”  they  all  exclaimed.
Doctors get hooked on eclipses just like the rest of us.

And so it was, The Great Eclipse of 2017 from Edmonton.
Totality or 75%, still fascinating and exciting.

Gallery

Venus on the water. Image by Tom Owen, Pigeon Lake, AB. Samsung S8 phone with HDR
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The Dumbell Nebula (M 27, NGC 6853). Image by Tom Owen, Pigeon Lake, AB. Mallincam Universe with UV/IR cut filter, Takahashi
FS 102 refractor fitted with a 1.6x focal extender, 18 subframes totalling 86 minutes.
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NGC 891 by Tom Owen, Pigeon Lake, AB. Mallincam Universe with a UV/IR cut filter, 
Takahashi FS 102 refractor, 17 subframes, total 147 minutes.
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