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Two views of an almost-eclipsed Moon rising over Minchau Park, Edmonton, 2015-09-27. 
Images by Rachel Ward, age 12. Pentax X-70 on a tripod.
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RASC Edmonton Centre Contact Information see also http://edmontonrasc.com/councilcontacts.html

Mailing address RASC Edmonton Centre On the web http://edmontonrasc.com
788, 10301 104 St. http://www.facebook.com
Edmonton, AB, T5J 1B9 https://twitter.com/EdmontonRASC
Canada http://www.youtube.com/user/edmontonrasc

Observing Deck 780-452-9100 x2249

Stardust submissions: Submit articles by email to the editor (see above). Submission deadline is the 2nd Sunday
before the monthly meeting. Meeting dates are on the following page. Any standard document format is fine (MSOffice,
OpenOffice, LibreOffice, AbiWord,) but plain text is preferred. Do not try to layout and format your article; your labour
will only be discarded. Graphics may be submitted as separate files, and clearly identified; indicate references to them
within the text. Do not consider your article successfully submitted until you receive a confirmation email from the editor.
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Upcoming Events, Meetings, and Deadlines

Regular Meetings are held monthly (see below) from September
to June at 7:30pm in Telus World of Science, 11211 – 142 St.

Admission is free, and everyone is welcome to attend, member 
or not. Follow the signs from the main entrance.

Observers meetings are held monthly (see below) at Boston 
Pizza, 10543 – 124 St. Contact the observing_group @ 
edmontonrasc.com for details.

Council meetings are held monthly (see below) from September 
to May at 7:15 in room 1-033 of the CCIS  *   Building on the U of 
A campus. Any RASC Edmonton member may attend.

* Centennial Centre for Interdisciplinary Science

MEETINGS 2015

* indicates date bumped by statutory holiday
** indicates meeting called by President

Edmonton Area Astronomy Discussions: astro@mailman. srv. ualberta. ca
To subscribe, send a blank email to: astro-request@mailman. srv. ualberta. ca 
with the subject line: subscribe

The above mailing list is completely independent and is not associated with RASC Edmonton Centre in any way. 

Astro Café

Astrophotography Basics

Wed, Oct 21, 2015  19:00 - 21:00
Jasper Park Community League Hall, 8751 - 153 Street

This Astro Café features Alister Ling giving an overview of different methods for astrophotography. From phones, to point-and-
shoot, to DSLR, to webcam, to CCD with simple tripods to specialized tracking mounts - Alister will touch on it all. A number of
veteran astro imagers and their gear will be on hand for informal Q&A and discussion.

For details see: http://edmontonrasc.com/category/astrocafe/
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The Queen Elizabeth Planetarium by Luca Vanzella

The  City  of  Edmonton  has  approved  in  the  2015-2018
capital budget a rehabilitation project to renovate and restore the
historical, aging and under-utilized Queen Elizabeth Planetarium
(QEP). The rehabilitation project is scheduled for completion in
2018. Honoring of the heritage and historical importance of the
original  structure  and  architectural  plan  of  the  park  will  be
preserved  with  the  understanding  that  the  building  needs  to
evolve to respond to the needs of the growing community.

 
 On Sep 21, 2015 the City issued a Request for Proposals

inviting  non-profit  organizations  to  submit  proposals  for  the
operation (services and programs) and maintenance of a portion
of  the  facility  beginning  in  2018.  The  results  of  this  process
includes  the  successful  Proponent(s)  entering  into  a  lease  or
license agreement with the City to provide programs and services
as  well  as  operate  and  maintain  a  portion  of  the  building  in
conjunction  with  the  City  of  Edmonton.  The  closing  date  for
proposals is Oct 26, 2015.

 
 For additional details see:
 http://www.edmonton.ca/city_government/projects_redevel

opment/queen-elizabeth-planetarium.aspx
 
 For more than two years, Council and the QEP Committee

have  been  discussing  and  preparing  to  respond  to  this
opportunity. At the June 8 and September 14 Regular Meetings,
Ross Sinclair briefed the membership on the Centre's interest in
submitting a proposal.

 
 This  is  an  opportunity  that  I,  Council  and  the  QEP

Committee believe we should not pass up. It is a chance for the
Centre  to  establish  a  base  of  operations  for  our  outreach  and
education  efforts  as  well  as  creating  a  club  house  that  will
enhance membership in the RASC. We believe there is no better
fit  than  the  RASC  for  this  astronomical  heritage  building  in
Edmonton.

 
 At  the  Council  Meeting  on  September  28,  2015  the

following motions were approved:
 
 Moved that the council recommend to the membership for

approval that RASC Edmonton Centre submit a proposal to the
City of Edmonton in response to NRFP 928553 for the Queen
Elizabeth Planetarium Programs and Services Provider - Lease of
Space.

 

 Moved  that  the  QEP Committee  be  given  the  power  to
submit  the  proposal  to  the  City  of  Edmonton  without  further
approval from council.

 
 Per Section 9.02 (1) and (2) of our bylaws, I am calling a

Regular Meeting* of the RASC Edmonton Centre as follows:
 

Date: Tuesday, October 20, 2015
Time: 7:30 PM
Location:  Winspear  Learning  Centre,  2nd  floor,  TELUS
World of Science

 
Agenda
1. Call to Order
2. President's Remarks
3. Approval of September 14 2015 minutes
4. Ross Sinclair: QEP Presentation
5. Consideration of Motion: Moved that RASC Edmonton Centre
submit a proposal to the City of Edmonton in response to NRFP
928553  for  the  Queen  Elizabeth  Planetarium  Programs  and
Services Provider - Lease of Space.

 
If  you  cannot  attend  this  meeting but  wish  to  be

represented by proxy then, per Section 9.08 of our bylaws,  you
may  appoint  your  proxy  in  writing  to  any  other  voting
member. Note that all proxies shall be verified by the General
Secretary prior to their use.

 If  you have questions prior to the Oct 20 meeting, please
direct them to 

 
 Luca Vanzella
 President, RASC Edmonton Centre
 president@edmontonrasc.com
 
 Ross Sinclair
 Chair, QEP Committee
 ross_sinclair@hotmail.com
 
 For your information, these are the members of the QEP

Committee:

 Ross  Sinclair  (chair),  Sheldon  Helbert,  Clayton  Knoll,
Franklin Loehde, Bruce McCurdy, Sharon Morsink, Tom Owen,
Geoff Robertson, Steve Sinclair, Luca Vanzella.
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Editor's Note by Michael Ward

With this issue, October 2015, I have been editing Stardust 
for ten years. Yikes. Doesn't seem like it. Apparently that is 
longer than any other editor, according to the web site (see link, 
below).

Yes, I have seen many changes. The most notable in my 
mind are ceasing the print version, and seeing my daughter grow 

old enough to become interested in astronomy, and even take a 
few astrophotos (see this issue's cover).

What will Stardust look like in another ten years? Will 
there even be an "editor"? Perhaps several?  Who knows. I look 
forward to finding out.

http://edmontonrasc.com/wp/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/Stardust_Editors.pdf

Gallery

Tom Owen of Edmonton: 100mm ED f9 refractor on a CG5, coupled with a Mallincam Solar System imager. Clockwise from top 
left: 2015-08-29 22:10, 2015-08-29 22:10, 2015-08-23 22:10, 2015-06-29 00:00
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A remarkable image, with Comet Lovejoy, NGC 5907, and a meteor. Franklin Loehde and SLOOH.

I  captured  3  objects  at  very  different  distances  in  our  universe.  The  first  is  a  micro-meteor
showing very faintly to the right of the 16.4 magnitude fuzzy comet C/2014 Q2 Lovejoy and the
much more distant Splinter Galaxy NGC 5907. The meteor was in our atmosphere, the comet is
well beyond Jupiter in its 13,358 year journey around the sun and the galaxy 54 million light
years from us. -  Franklin Loehde
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