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RASC Edmonton Centre Contact Information see also http://edmontonrasc.com/councilcontacts.html

Mailing address RASC Edmonton Centre On the web http://edmontonrasc.com
788, 10301 104 St. http://www.facebook.com
Edmonton, AB, T5J 1B9 https://twitter.com/EdmontonRASC
Canada http://www.youtube.com/user/edmontonrasc

Observing Deck 780-452-9100 x2249

Stardust submissions: Submit articles by email to the editor (see above). Submission deadline is the 2nd Sunday
before the monthly meeting. Meeting dates are on the following page. Any standard document format is fine (MSOffice,
OpenOffice, LibreOffice, AbiWord,) but plain text is preferred. Do not try to layout and format your article; your labour
will only be discarded. Graphics may be submitted as separate files, and clearly identified; indicate references to them
within the text. Do not consider your article successfully submitted until you receive a confirmation email from the editor.
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Upcoming Events, Meetings, and Deadlines

Regular Meetings are held monthly (see below) from September
to June at 7:30pm in Telus World of Science, 11211 – 142 St.

Admission is free, and everyone is welcome to attend, member 
or not. Follow the signs from the main entrance.

Observers meetings are held monthly (see below) at Boston 
Pizza, 10543 – 124 St. Contact the observing_group @ 
edmontonrasc.com for details.

Council meetings are held monthly (see below) from September 
to May at 7:15 in room 1-033 of the CCIS  *   Building on the U of 
A campus. Any RASC Edmonton member may attend.

* Centennial Centre for Interdisciplinary Science

MEETINGS 2015

* indicates date bumped by statutory holiday

Edmonton Area Astronomy Discussions: astro@mailman. srv. ualberta. ca
To subscribe, send a blank email to: astro-request@mailman. srv. ualberta. ca 
with the subject line: subscribe

The above mailing list is completely independent and is not associated with RASC Edmonton Centre in any way. 

SLOOH Survey for RASC members by Franklin Loehde

For those members that have used our Centre account or their own personal account to take pictures from the telescopes on the Canary
Islands and/or Chile when it was operating, I would like to hear from you so as to assess the potential and existing uses for our broader
memberships and others affiliated with us. 

You can reach me, Franklin Loehde, at franklinloehde @ yahoo dot com
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Message  from the Vice President by Luca Vanzella

Happy  New  Year!  I  trust  everyone  had  a  great  holiday
season  and  that  all  stockings  were  stuffed  with  astronomical
delights.

January 2015 sees a bit  of turnover in our Council,  with
some members stepping down and others joining. Ross Sinclair's
term as President is over and I'd like to thank him for all he has
done for the Centre. As his VP, I enjoyed working with him on
several initiatives, including many to get  our Council working
smoothly. Sharon Morsink has agreed to stand as the next VP
and both  Jay Lavender and  Kent Martens has have agreed to
continue as Treasurer and Secretary. If we all get voted in at the
AGM, we will have very good continuity on the executive for the
next two years, so thank you Sharon, Jay and Kent. A few new
faces have  agreed to  stand for  Council  and you can see  their
names on the slate for 2015-16 in the December 2014 Stardust
(http://edmontonrasc.com/stardust/stardust201412.pdf).  Several
other people on Council have agreed to stay on in their current
roles. Thanks to everyone who has agreed to stay on or step up to
Council.

You may have noticed a name missing from the 2015-16
slate. After decades of dedicated service to the Centre, Franklin
Loehde has decided to retire from Council. I know some of us
kid Franklin about his age, but he is a living link to the origins of
our Centre, and Franklin has done it all both as a member and as
a  Councillor:  setting  up  observing  programs,  organizing  Star
Nights,  chairing  RASC  General  Assemblies,  editing  Stardust,
galvanizing  the  resources  to  create  the  Queen  Elizabeth
Planetarium  (Canada's  first  public  planetarium),  managing
casinos to raise hundreds of thousands of dollars to support our
astronomical  outreach,  serving  on  Council  in  many  roles,
photographing the night sky using remote controlled telescopes
and processing the images on his phone, to name a few. Although
we'll miss him on Council, I know that Franklin will continue to
participate in the Centre. Thank you Franklin, for all you have
done for RASC Edmonton Centre.

Our website changed in late December. The new look was
the result of an effort I instigated as webmaster to migrate the site
to WordPress, a modern content management system that enables
new features. The most visible change is that the website now
automatically  adapts  and  displays  well  on  any  screen,  from
desktop to tablet to phone. All of the familiar content is still there
but  it  has  been  reorganized  and  there  are  a  few  new  items:
integrated  Twitter  feed,  a  searchable  website,  and  Stardust  as
both a newsletter and a blog. I am ending my stint as webmaster
with the WordPress implementation and I welcome Ryan May as
the  new webmaster.  I  hope  you like  the  new site.  If  you  do,

please let me know. If you don't, then let Ryan know. :-)

Speaking of Stardust, discussion among some members of
Council generated an idea of Stardust as a blog, perhaps as an
evolution  of  the  newsletter.  The  new  website  presented  an
opportunity  to  demonstrate  Stardust  as  a  blog,  with  posts
moderated by the editor but generated by contributors. All such
posts  become  the  "newsletter",  not  necessarily  issued  once  a
month, but issued more fluidly. Check out the sidebar column on
the website  to  see what  I  mean. Or visit  the Stardust  page at
http://edmontonrasc.com/stardust-newsletter/ where  you  can
view  the  current  issue,  peruse  the  blog  or  find  older  issues.
Consider contributing a post by emailing editor  Michael Ward
at  editor@edmontonrasc.com.  If  you  are  wondering  what
Stardust  is  looking for, read what editor Michael wrote in the
Stardust  blog  post  at  http://edmontonrasc.com/2014/12/the-
evolution-of-stardust/.

Some  administrative  matters:  The  2015  budget  was
approved by Council  at its 24 Nov 2014 meeting. The budget
document  is  stored  on  the  Centre's  OneDrive,  since  the  new
website  no  longer  has  a  member's  area.  Speaking  of  the  old
member's  area,  the only items in there  were meeting minutes.
These have been moved to the Centre OneDrive. If any member
wishes to view the budget or meeting minutes, please send an
email to executive@edmontonrasc.com for a link to the folder.

The  OneDrive  is  the  new  location  for  storage  of  all
Edmonton  Centre  digital  assets.  This  includes  all  meeting
presentations,  event  pictures  and  video,  stardust  and  website
archives, and council documents. Access for members is being
worked  on  and  further  info  will  be  made  available  once  the
logistics are in place. Currently, about 80GB of data is stored on
the OneDrive.

We have some very interesting speakers lined up for 2015.
You can read about some of them on the website right now and
you'll hear about others at the 12 January 2015 Regular Meeting.

I know it's cold, but take some time to have good look at
Comet  Lovejoy (C/2014 Q2 –  see  the  following page),  rising
rapidly in the south, passing just west of Orion, Taurus, and into
Perseus  this  month.  It's  a  little  brighter  than  predicted  and  is
already a lovely sight in binoculars and small telescopes. And of
course,  don't  forget  to  have  a  look  at  Jupiter  and  the  mutual
events involving its Galilean moons - you'll learn about these at
the 12 January 2015 Regular Meeting.

Clear Skies.
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Like it says, Comet C/2014 Q2 Lovejoy. Image by Franlkin Loehde and SLOOH.
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