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Shaun McGregor captured the Moon with his hand-held iPhone 5s.
7” refractor, 13.5mm eyepiece, 120X; Aperture: f/2.2; Exposure: 1/30 sec; ISO equiv: 64.
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RASC Edmonton Centre Contact Information see also http://edmontonrasc.com/public/councilcontacts.html

Mailing address RASC Edmonton Centre On the web http://edmontonrasc.com
788, 10301 104 St. http://www.facebook.com
Edmonton, AB, T5J 1B9 https://twitter.com/EdmontonRASC
Canada

Observing Deck 780-452-9100 x2249

Stardust submissions: Submit articles by email to the editor (see above). Submission deadline is the 2nd Sunday
before the monthly meeting. Meeting dates are on the following page. Any standard document format is fine (MSOffice,
OpenOffice, LibreOffice, AbiWord,) but plain text is preferred. Do not try to layout and format your article; your labour
will only be discarded. Graphics may be submitted as separate files, and clearly identified; indicate references to them
within the text. Do not consider your article successfully submitted until you receive a confirmation email from the editor.
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Upcoming Events, Meetings, and Deadlines

Regular Meetings are held monthly (see below) from September
to June at 7:30pm in Telus World of Science, 11211 – 142 St.

Admission is free, and everyone is welcome to attend, member 
or not. Follow the signs from the main entrance.

Observers meetings are held monthly (see below) at Boston 
Pizza, 10543 – 124 St. Contact the observing_group @ 
edmontonrasc.com for details.

Council meetings are held monthly (see below) from September 
to May at 7:15 in the 5th floor observatory of the CCIS  *   Building   
on the U of A campus. Any RASC Edmonton member may 
attend.

* Centennial Centre for Interdisciplinary Science

MEETINGS 2014

Edmonton Area Astronomy Discussions: astro@mailman. srv. ualberta. ca
To subscribe, send a blank email to: astro-request@mailman. srv. ualberta. ca 
with the subject line: subscribe

The above mailing list is completely independent and is not associated with RASC Edmonton Centre in any way. 

IMPORANT NOTICE Re: MAY MEETING

Information for the RASC Edmonton Centre regular meeting on May 12, 2014 at 7:30 pm. 

Since we have a special guest, Carolyn Porco, in to speak to us this month, the meeting has been moved from the usual location at the 
TELUS World of Science to the University of Alberta in the Centennial Centre for Interdisciplinary Science (CCIS) in room 1-430. 
The reason for the change is to accommodate the expected larger audience that the MZT cannot handle. Room 1-430 is the same room
that was used for the Bad Astronomer’s talk on May 3 of this year. 

Most of the usual agenda will be tabled to the June meeting with the exception of the Astro Imaging Corner which will play before 
and after the talk. The regular Stardust email will still contain the April minutes and financial numbers. 

If you have any questions regarding the meeting, please contact the president via email at president@edmontonrasc.com. 

This information is available on the website at edmontonrasc.com . 

For directions to CCIS 1-430 you can refer to the following info and map.

• parking areas are circled in red, numbered in ascending cost starting at $2, $5, and more than $5 
• the blue circle on the south (bottom) end of the map is the U of A transit station 
• the blue lines are the walkways to/from CCIS 1-430 and the various parking/transit locations 
• the thick purple circle is the location of room 1-430 with the doors at the 3 o’clock position 

SEE EMAIL from ROSS 2014-05-04
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http://www.campusmap.ualberta.ca/?b=ccis
http://edmontonrasc.com/public/
http://www.campusmap.ualberta.ca/?b=ccis
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https://www.facebook.com/pages/Boston-Pizza-Glenora/463747183652384
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Boston-Pizza-Glenora/463747183652384
http://www.telusworldofscienceedmonton.com/


SLOOH Survey for RASC members by Franklin Loehde

For those members that have used our Centre account or their own personal account to take pictures from the telescopes on the Canary
Islands and/or Chile when it was operating, I would like to hear from you so as to assess the potential and existing uses for our broader
memberships and others affiliated with us. 

You can reach me, Franklin Loehde, at franklinloehde @ yahoo dot com

RASC Material for the Provincial Archives by Roxy Garstad, Archive Liason

Calling all  spring cleaners!  Do you have material that is
related to the RASC – Edmonton Centre stored in your home?
Please consider donating to the Provincial Archives of Alberta
(PAA).   Instead  of  potentially  valuable  historical  materials
languishing in our basements, it can be shared with our fellow
Albertans at no cost to you.  Over the past year, we have entered
into discussions  with  the  PAA  regarding  the  storage  and
maintenance  of  the  vast  number  of  materials  and  records  the
Centre and its members have in storage and in our homes.  This
material  is  potentially  valuable  to  many  different  groups  of
people,  including RASC members  (like you!),  researchers and

students from universities and colleges throughout Alberta, and
history buffs.  Sharing our material ensures that it will be well-
looked  after  in  a  climate-controlled,  preservation-friendly
environment,  catalogued  by  experts  (with  contents  described
online),  and  available  freely  to  the  public.   The  Edmonton
Centre’s  activities,  and  its  associated  people,  have  played  an
important role in the history of our province, and the associated
materials aid in preserving and showcasing the Centre’s history.  

Over the next few months, please consider gathering your
materials and when you are ready to donate, please contact me,
Roxy Garstad, at archive @ edmontonrasc.com .

Note from the President, Ross Sinclair

The normal monthly meeting agenda will be tabled unitl the June meeting in order to allow for the Porco talk in May.

Mars Fever in Arizona by Sharon Morsink

We're experiencing a bout of “Mars Fever” here in Arizona.
It  all  began in early March,  when the  University  of  Arizona's
library put together an exhibit about  Ray Bradbury. The exhibit
included  displays  of  his  books,  as  well  as  books  about  Mars
(both fiction and non-fiction) that influenced him. See  Photo 1
for  a  picture  of  one  of  the  displays  showing  a  copies  of  his
famous  novel  Fahrenheit  451,  the  book  of  short  stories  The
Martian Chronicles,  and a copy of the  Galaxy magazine issue
where his short story "The Fireman" was published. The Fireman
was his first  exploration of  the ideas that  he then fleshed out
more deeply in  Fahrenheit 451. Ray Bradbury lived in Tucson
with his family for a couple of years when he was a kid, so there
was a suggestion that the desert landscape surrounding Tucson
may have influenced his  depiction of Mars.  To  round out the
exhibit, they also had many modern photos of Mars from satellite
missions  that  scientists  at  the  University  of  Arizona  have
contributed to. 

Mars  fever  continued  in  mid-March  when  the  Tucson
Festival of Books was held at the University of Arizona. This is a
gigantic  book  festival,  with  many  famous  authors  invited.  I
attended  some sessions  featuring  two  authors,  Ben  Bova  and
Kim Stanley Robinson,  who have both  written famous novels
taking place on Mars. Photo 2 features Ben Bova (left) and Kim
Stanley Robinson (right) speaking in the panel discussion "Are
we  living  in  the  future?".  The  panel  also  included  author
Elizabeth  Bear and  two  University  of  Arizona  scientists.  The
most interesting take-away message that I heard was from Kim
Stanley Robinson. Robinson commented that although he wrote
books where humans terraform Mars, he felt that we can't trash
Earth and then move on to Mars when we've destroyed the Earth.

The book festival also included around 500 booths outside
which featured book vendors, food, music, and science demos.
Wandering  around  the  area  with  the  science  booths,  named

"Science City", I came across a group of local astronomers who
had set up solar telescopes.  Photo 3 shows a Sunspotter, and in
the background a student is setting up a telescope with a H-alpha
filter. We had very clear skies, and I enjoyed an excellent view of
filaments  and  sun  spots.  Another  group  of  volunteers  had  a
Fresnel lens (Photo 4), which they used to focus the Sun's rays
on a penny to melt its surface. 

At  the  end  of  the  month,  we  went  on  a  camping trip  in
Chiricahua National Monument, in the SE part of Arizona. This
is  very  close  to  the  Arizona Sky Village in  Portal,  AZ that  I
wrote  about  in  the  December  2013  Stardust.  Many  of  the
National Parks in the USA are becoming interested in preserving
the dark sky and showing visitors the stars. The park owns an 8-
inch  telescope,  and  on  Saturday  evenings  they  set  it  up  in  a
parking lot at the top of a small mountain (elevation near 7000
feet). I attended one of these star parties. Photo 5 shows the view
SW to Orion, and the scene at the star party. There were about 20
guests,  and  two  park  rangers.  While  one  ranger  set  up  the
telescope to look at the next object,  the other one pointed out
constellations to the visitors with a laser pointer. They had a bit
of an issue in that something was wrong with their power supply,
so  the  tracking  wasn't  working.  This  slowed  things  down  of
course, since they had to readjust the telescope after every  few
visitors when  the  object  glided  out  of  the  field  of  view.  We
observed  Jupiter  and  its  moons,  and  Mars,  that  evening.  The
view of Jupiter was excellent, and I could easily see the bands.
The view of Mars was  poor since it  was still  very low on the
horizon. However, our views of Mars should be improving over
the  next  couple  of  weeks,  so I'm hoping to  get  a  better  view
soon! In any case, the star party and the glimpse of Mars was
fun, and it's a great trend that the National Parks service is taking
an interest in Astronomy!
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http://www.nps.gov/chir/
http://www.arizonaskyvillage.com/
http://www.edmontonrasc.com/public/stardust/stardust201312.pdf
http://www.elizabethbear.com/
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http://kimstanleyrobinson.info/
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http://www.lpl.arizona.edu/news/lpl-orbits-ray-bradburys-mars
http://www.lpl.arizona.edu/news/lpl-orbits-ray-bradburys-mars
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http://carolynporco.com/

http://twitter.com/carolynporco

https://www.facebook.com/carolynporco
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The Bad Astronomer Visits Edmonton by Luca Vanzella

On May 3, 2014 Phil Plait, aka The Bad Astronomer, visited Edmonton to give a free public talk sponsored by the RASC Edmonton
Centre and the Faculty of Science at the University of Alberta. Cool weather and cloudy skies greeted The Bad Astronomer as he
landed in Edmonton, but it didn't matter. Phil's warm disposition and relaxed approach made for a very enjoyable day. First on the
agenda was the Faculty of Science Dean's reception which was very nice. Amidst good food, several donors enjoyed chatting with
Phil. I believe they all appreciated Phil's remarks in the short program.

Public Talk: Where Has Our Curiosity Taken Us?

The public talk at  the Centennial  Centre for  Interdisciplinary Science  at  the
University of Alberta was very well attended. About 400 people listened with
rapt  attention  as  Phil  gave  an  informative,  intelligent,  and  entertaining  talk
about where our curiosity has taken us. It turns out that it has taken us to Mars!
Phil talked about past missions of human's robotic emissaries to Mars and then
focused on the Curiosity rover, currently active on Mars – its genesis, its size
(huge),  the  seven  minutes  of  terror  (as  the  Rube  Goldberg  of  Mars  probes
descended onto the surface of Mars), its capabilities, what it expects to find on
Mount Sharp and why it's important to explore Mars.
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Phil's ability to blend scientific discussion with humour was met 
with glowing feedback from students, educators, and community 
members attending the talk. A nice touch was his use of metric units 
throughout! Everyone paid close attention and there were many 
questions afterwards. Phil was relaxed, straight-forward, funny and 
presented a lot of great information. There was no debunking of 
misconceptions, but there was no need to – the audience came 
because they were curious and Phil delivered. For those that missed 
Phil's public talk, you can read Suzette Chan's live-tweeted 
highlights at Storify:

https://storify.com/SuzetteChan/phil-plait-bad-astronomer-university
-of-alberta-20

https://storify.com/SuzetteChan/phil-plait-bad-astronomer-university-of-alberta-20
https://storify.com/SuzetteChan/phil-plait-bad-astronomer-university-of-alberta-20
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Book Signing

The book signing after the talk was huge. Phil said it was the second longest line up of his book signings that he has ever
seen. Phil took the time to chat and take photos with the autograph seekers and people very patiently waited for their
chance to meet the Bad Astronomer. Phil graciously stayed until each and every fan in line was able to meet him. Even
stopped to mug for us!
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RASC Banquet

Hubble: Ten Years or a Hundred Billion Pixels, Whichever Comes First
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Thanks

Phil Plait was very generous with his time and his laid back, unassuming style made for a great day. I had a lot of fun chauffeuring
Phil around and taking care of things. It was a pleasure working with Samara Lectures on setting up this event. Phil captivated both his
audiences through a personable manner that shone in both the lecture setting and at the banquet. I can heartily recommend both
Samara Lectures and Phil Plait to anyone interested in bringing in a speaker to talk about science, in particular astronomy, and how
critical thinking plays into these fields. I'd like to thank the people whose help in planning and executing Phil Plait Day made it a great
success. First, thank you Krista Stefan for helping me all along the way, especially for planning and conducting the banquet. Thanks
to both Krista  and  Shannon  Hilding  for  checking in guests at  the banquet.  Thanks to  Ross Sinclair  for  assistance throughout,
especially for the public talk. Thanks to Daisy Alferez, Clayton Knoll and Jay Lavender for checking in the patrons at the public
talk.  Thanks to  Greg Sivakoff  for  arranging to have the University  Observatory open for  banquet patrons.  Thank you Dean of
Science, Jonathan Schaeffer, for letting RASC use the great facilities in CCIS at the University. Thanks to Teresa Trovato, Kristy
Condon, Sandy Robertson and all of the volunteers from the Faculty of Science on setting up the public talk and book signing.
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