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Now you don't see it (left), now you do: supernova SN 2014J in M 82.
Images courtesy Franklin Loehde and SLOOH.
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RASC Edmonton Centre Contact Information see also http://edmontonrasc.com/public/councilcontacts.html

Mailing address RASC Edmonton Centre On the web http://edmontonrasc.com
788, 10301 104 St. http://www.facebook.com
Edmonton, AB, T5J 1B9 https://twitter.com/EdmontonRASC
Canada

Observing Deck 780-452-9100 x2249

Stardust submissions: Submit articles by email to the editor (see above). Submission deadline is the 2nd Sunday
before the monthly meeting. Meeting dates are on the following page. Any standard document format is fine (MSOffice,
OpenOffice, LibreOffice, AbiWord,) but plain text is preferred. Do not try to layout and format your article; your labour
will only be discarded. Graphics may be submitted as separate files, and clearly identified; indicate references to them
within the text. Do not consider your article successfully submitted until you receive a confirmation email from the editor.

Stardust February 2014 2

https://twitter.com/EdmontonRASC
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=22717338932
http://edmontonrasc.com/
http://edmontonrasc.com/public/councilcontacts.html


Upcoming Events, Meetings, and Deadlines

Regular Meetings are held monthly (see below) from September
to June at 7:30pm in Telus World of Science, 11211 – 142 St.

Admission is free, and everyone is welcome to attend, member 
or not. Follow the signs from the main entrance.

Observers meetings are held monthly (see below) at Boston 
Pizza, 10543 – 124 St. Contact the observing_group @ 
edmontonrasc.com for details.

Council meetings are held monthly (see below) from September 
to May at 7:15 in the 5th floor observatory of the CCIS  *   Building   
on the U of A campus. Any RASC Edmonton member may 
attend.

* Centennial Centre for Interdisciplinary Science

MEETINGS 2014

Edmonton Area Astronomy Discussions: astro@mailman. srv. ualberta. ca
To subscribe, send a blank email to: astro-request@mailman. srv. ualberta. ca 
with the subject line: subscribe

The above mailing list is completely independent and is not associated with RASC Edmonton Centre in any way. 

An Evening with Phil Plait

Date: Saturday, May 3, 2014
Time: 6:30 PM Cocktails, 7:30 PM Dinner
Location: Saskatchewan Room, Faculty Club, University of Alberta
Cost: $40 (carnivore), $30 (vegetarian)

To kick-off Astronomy Month in Edmonton (May 3 - June 9, 2014), RASC Edmonton Centre members are cordially invited to a 
banquet on the evening of May 3. Our guest of honour will be Phil Plait, a.k.a. The Bad Astronomer. This very special event is a great 
opportunity to relax and socialize with fellow astronomers, get a chance to meet Phil Plait, and hear Phil give a keynote address.

Registration forms are available at regular meetings of the RASC (Feb to Apr) or online at http://edmontonrasc.com  in the 
Downloads area. Limited tickets are available, so register early to ensure you can fill a plate with Phil Plait!

Note to hardcore observers: Sunset is at 21:05, Astronomical twilight starts at 23:56 and ends at 03:00. The 14% waxing crescent 
Moon sets at 01:21 on Sunday.

TWOSE Donation

Last month the Membership approved a donation of $5,000 to the TWOSE for a couple of seats in their newly renovated IMAX 
theatre with that came the opportunity to put a plaque with a message on each seat. See President's Report, below.

New Documents

The approved budget, council, and committee document has been posted in the members' area of the website. Click here.

SLOOH Survey for RASC members 

For those members that have used our Centre account or their own personal account to take pictures from the telescopes on the Canary
Islands and/or Chile when it was operating, I would like to hear from you so as to assess the potential and existing uses for our broader
memberships and others affiliated with us. 

You can reach me, Franklin Loehde, at franklinloehde @ yahoo dot com
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President's Report by Ross Sinclair

Hi All!

Hope everyone's  year is  off  to  a  good start!  Things  have
been busy with Council to say the least.

Last month the Membership approved a donation of $5,000
to the TWOSE for a couple seats in their newly renovated IMAX
theatre with that  came the  opportunity to put a  plaque with a
message on each seat. After considerable input and research from
several people we came up with these two messages:

"The Stars Belong to Everyone"
H.S. Hogg -- edmontonrasc.com

"We Are All Made of Star Stuff"
C. Sagan -- edmontonrasc.com

The plaques should be  installed sometime in February  so
keep  an  eye  out  for  them  as  you  attend  shows.  Thanks  to
everyone who put forth some time on this. 30 bytes per line just
ain't what it used to be!

On  the  slate  for  this  year  are  some  big  name  speakers,
namely  Phil  Plait,  a.k.a.  the  Bad Astronomer,  Carolyn  Porco,
head of the Cassini Imaging Team, and Fred Espenak, who many
of you know as Mr. Eclipse. These three will be in town in May
and  June  so  it  should  be  a  good  spring  for  Astronomy  in
Edmonton.  Now if  only  the  weather  would co-operate  a  little
more! Stay tuned for details.

The September meeting will be a Members night,  so start
your  engines  on  a  good  topic  and  let's  see  some  creative

presentations. I already have one name on the list with room for
three or four more.

Council passed the 2014 budget at the January meeting. We
will be using up the last of a 'surplus' from the past few years, so
moving forward in 2015, we'll  need to tighten our belts so to
speak. While we are not exactly hard done by, it will seem a little
different.  The  approved  budget,  council,  and  committee
document is posted in the members' area of the website for those
of you who wish to have a look.

If you would like to help point the direction of the Centre,
why not consider joining Council this fall when nominations will
be called for. Even now, we have two National Advisory Council
positions  open.  These  spots  require  a  good  background
knowledge of the Society from a local and national perspective.
In  fact,  most  of  the  council  positions  will  be  coming  up  for
renewal in January 2015, so we'll be looking for a vice president
and perhaps a couple other people. If you are curious about the
idea, get in touch with Luca or myself for more information. 

The  Observatory  Planning  Committee  is  getting  things
organized for the new equipment at the deck this summer. While
they're still waiting for a few pieces of hardware, we can soon
expect to see a Lunt 152 solar scope and a new Tele Vue NP 101
refractor in use among other improvements. With the retirement
of  some  older  scopes,  and  re-configuration  of  existing,  these
items will make a nice addition to fleet. Make sure you drop by
the deck to see how things are going.

Ok,  that's  all  for  now.  If  you  have  any  questions  about
anything going on with the Centre,  feel  free to contact  me or
anyone on Council. In the meantime, keep looking up!

Astronomy Outreach at the University of Arizona by Sharon Morsink

Astronomy is a "big deal" at the University of Arizona. At
the  University  of  Arizona  there  are  separate  departments  of
Astronomy, Physics, Planetary Sciences, and Geology. This is to
be  compared  to  the  University  of  Alberta,  where  most  astro-
related  research  is  a  small  part  of  either  the  departments  of
Physics,  Earth  and  Atmospheric  Sciences,  or  an  engineering
department.

I am officially visiting the Department of Astronomy, which
is housed in the Steward Observatory. The Steward Observatory
was founded in 1918 through a donation of $60,000 by Lavinia
Steward,  a  resident  of  Tucson,  AZ.  The  Department  of
Astronomy  is  an  excellent  place  to  be  doing  astronomical
research, which is why I am visiting, but they are also very active
in doing astronomy outreach to the community. Since I have an
interest  in  astronomy  outreach,  I  have  been  observing  their
outreach activities to see what sorts of activities they do. 

The Steward Observatory consists of a large dome (Photo 1)
that houses a 21" reflecting telescope. This telescope is used for
student projects and outreach. As you can see from Photo 2, the
observatory is surrounded by other buildings, but since it is a tall
building, it still gets a reasonable view of the sky. My office, and
the offices of all the other professors, scientists and students in
the department are in an ugly 60's era building to the East of the
dome (far side of the dome in Photo 2). 

Although the exterior of the building is not much to look at,
the interior has some excellent astrophotography.  See  Photo 3
for  instance: a  nice  set  of  astrophotos  taken  by  Adam Block
using  a  0.8m  telescope  on  Mount  Lemmon  (just  North  of
Tucson).  These photos are printed on a film and backlit  for  a

beautiful effect. 
The  most  visible  outreach  program  taking  place  at  the

Steward  Observatory  is  a  lecture  series  held  on  alternating
Monday evenings.  The public lectures takes place in a lecture
hall that seats about 200 people next to the observatory. After the
lecture, the telescope is opened up and the visitors are invited to
look through it. I have attended two of these public lectures, and
they were fun evenings. For the first lecture, I arrived about 2
hours early, since I had to do some work in my office. I noticed a
line up of about 100 young women wearing dresses and high-
heel shoes waiting to get into the lecture hall! I was shocked by
this sight, and wondered if astronomy is so popular here that you
have  to  dress  up  and  wait  in  line  an  hour  before  the  show
starts?!?

After a moment of confusion, I asked one of the women, and
she informed me that they were not there for astronomy, but for a
sorority meeting taking place before the lecture. I encouraged her
to  stay  for  the  public  lecture,  but  I  don't  think  I  was  too
convincing. When I returned at the correct time, I found that the
lecture  hall  was about  75% filled,  although with  a  somewhat
older crowd. The talks that I attended were very interesting and
accessible to the public. The lectures are recorded and made into
podcasts. I highly recommend that you visit their web page to
watch some of the lectures:

https://www.as.arizona.edu/public-evening-lecture-series-
podcasts

The 21" telescope is very impressive (Photo 4). Tucson is a

Stardust February 2014 4

http://edmontonrasc.com/public/Membersarea/
http://edmontonrasc.com/public/Membersarea/download/2014%20approved%20council%20positions,%20committees,%20budgets.pdf
http://edmontonrasc.com/public/Membersarea/download/2014%20approved%20council%20positions,%20committees,%20budgets.pdf
http://www.mreclipse.com/main/lectures.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carolyn_Porco
http://www.badastronomy.com/index.html
https://www.as.arizona.edu/public-evening-lecture-series-podcasts
https://www.as.arizona.edu/public-evening-lecture-series-podcasts


city  of  close  to  1  million  people,  so  it  is  very  similar  to
Edmonton. However, they have very good light pollution laws,
so the sky, while not truly dark, is still better than Edmonton's.
Needless to say, the views through the telescope are excellent!
Unfortunately, we've been having quite a lot of cloudy weather
lately, so I haven't had an opportunity to view the new supernova
in M82 through this telescope. 

The astronomy club at the University of Arizona hosts star
parties  at  local  parks  and  schools.  One  evening  in  the  fall,  I
attended one of these that took place next to a public library near
my home.  They  started  off  with  a  presentation  in  the  library
aimed at children (which I did not attend) and then followed up
with an observing session using 2 4-inch class telescopes. As is
typical for this type of event, it was held on an evening when the
Moon was close to first quarter, so this was the main focus of
their observations. 

Practically  next  door  to  the  Steward  Observatory  is  the
Flandrau  Science  Center,  which  houses  a  science  museum,  a
planetarium and yet another telescope (16") used for outreach! I

visited the Flandrau one evening and viewed the exhibits which
included some planetary sciences. I have to admit that instead of
seeing a regular planetarium show (see Photo 5 for an image of
their Minolta projector), I instead attended a "Laser Floyd" show
where  they  performed  a  shortened  version  of  "The  Wall".
Unfortunately,  they  didn't  have  volunteers  on  duty  at  the
observatory  that  evening,  so  I  haven't  had  a  chance  to  look
through the 16" yet.

Photo  6 shows  the  Flandrau  museum  with  a  sculpture
composed of a very large piece of the meteorite that created the
Barringer Meteor crater with the observatory dome behind it. 

Photo  7  shows  the  Planetarium  dome.  Outside  of  the
museum, they have a model of half of the Moon (see Photo 8).
Lunar aficionados will  find the non-standard placement of the
terminator in this photo amusing. 

It's been fun and inspiring to watch the outreach activities
from "the other side" this year. When I return to Edmonton, I
think that I'd like to start up a similar public lecture series on the
Thursday public observing evenings at the University of Alberta.
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Photo 2

Photo 3
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Photo 4

Photo 5
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Photo 6

Photo 7
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Photo 8
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